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LETTERS 

OF 

MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 

f o . 

SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS* 



BOOK XI. 

ussssssssssssssssssssssssss» 

t£f TfiR I. 

(a, t. roe J 
To Tiro* 

YotfR letter encourages me to hope that you 
find yourself better : I am sure, at least, I most 
sincerely wish that you ttiay* I entreat you, 
therefore, to conseqrate all your cares to that 
end ; and by no means indulge so mistaken a 
suspicion as that I am displeased you are Hot 
With me. With me you are, in the best sense 
of that expression, if you are taking care of 
your health ; which I had much rather you 
should attend, than on myself* For though I 
Vol. III. B always 
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8 The BETTERS Book XL 

always both see and hear you with pleasure, 
that pleasure will be greatly increased, when I 
shall have the satisfaction, at the same time, to 
be assured that you are perfectly well 

My work is at present suspended 1 , as I can- 
nipt make use of pj owii hantf : 'however, I era- 
ploy myself a good deal in reading. If your 
transcribers should be puzzled with ray manu- 
script, I beg you would give theip your assist- 
ance ; is,- hrdeed, there is an interlineation re- 
lating to a circumstance in Cato's behaviour, 
when hie was only four years of age*, that I could 

scarce 

1 The work to whiclr Cicero alludes was probably a pa- 
negyric upon Cato, wbich he wrote and published about this 
time. ;-•- - : 

, a Plutarch mentions several instances in the life of Cato, 
wherein that consummate patriot had given very early indi- 
cations of his resolute and inflexible spirit. But the most 
remarkable, and probably-the same which Cicero had cele- 
brated in the passage he is here speaking of, was one that 
happened -when Oato was in the house of his uncle, Livius 
Itrustisi who bad taken upon himself the care of his educa- 
tjfcib Atjt^ftmtJthe. several stales of Italy, in^aUiaoce with 
the republic, were strenuously solicitiag the privileges of 
ftomau citizens ; 'and Pompetlius- Silo, a person of great 
iwitf vtktf came to Rome, -in order to prosecute this afeir, 
was the. guest of Drusus. As. Pompedius was one day amus- 
if$g himself with the- children of the family, ** Well", yotmf 
'^gootkHnen," said he, addressing himself particularly to the 
little Catb and his brother, " I hope you will use your inte- 
•A ml with your uncle, to give his vote in our favour/' The 
latter \try. readily answered in the affirmative,, while Cato 
signified his refusal, by fixing his eyes sternly upon Pompe- 
ditts, vKbaiout. saying a single word in reply. Fbmpediiis,. 
snatching him up in his arms, ran with him to the window, 
and. in a pretended rage, threatened to throw him but, if he 

did 



Digitized by 



Google 



Book XL of CICERO. » 

scarce decypher -myself. You will continue 
jour care, likewise, that the dining-room be in 
proper order for the reception of our guests ; 
in which number, I dare say, I may reckon 
Tertia, provided Publius be not invited. 

That strange fellow, Demetrius, was always, 
I know, the very reverse of his name-sake, of 
Phaleris 5 ; but I find he is now grown more 
insufferable than ever, and is degenerated into 
an arrant Bilienus 4 . I resign the management 
of him, therefore, entirely into your hands, and 
you will pay your court to him accordingly, 
But, however— (Tye see — and as to that— (to 
present you with a few of his own elegant ex- 
pletives) if you should have any conversation 
with him, let me know, that it may furnish me 
with the subject of a letter, and* at the same 

timb 

did not immediately yield to his request. But in vain : na- 
tuie had not formed the atrocem animum C atonic of a texture 
to be menaced out of its purposes. Accordingly Pompedius 
was so struck with that early symptom of an undaunted 
spirit, that he could not forbear saying to some of his friends 
who were present, " How happy will it be for Italy, if this 
" boy should live ! For my part/' continued he, " I am 
" well persuaded, if he were now a man, we should not be 
" able to procure a single suffrage throughout all Rome." 
Pluti in vit* Caton. Utictn. 

3 Demetrius, surnamed Phalerius, from Phaleris, a sea* 
port town in Greece, was a celebrated orator, who flourished 
about three centuries before the birth of Christ, 

4 Who this person and Demetrius were is utterly un- 
known : but it is probable that the ridiculous part of their 
characters, to which Cicero here alludes, was that of beinj 
very dull and inelegant orators. 
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4 The LETTERS Book XL 

time afford me the pleasure of redding so much 
longer an one from yourself. I# the mean while 
take care of your health, my de#r Tiro, I con- 
jure you, and be well persuaded that you cannot 
render me a more pleasing service. Farewel. 

i LETTER IL 

[A.U.708.] I - : . 

To Do LA BELLA*. 

Oh ! that the silence you so kindly regret had 
been occasioned by my own death, rather than 
by the severe loss 1 I have suffered : a loss I 
should be better able to support, if I had you 

with 

1 He was ait this time with Caesar in Spain. 
\ * The death of his daughter Tullia. It appears, by a for- 
mer letter, that she had lately lain-in at Rome, from whence 
she was probably removed,- for the benefit of the air, to bet 
father's Tusculan villa, where she seems to have died. This 
letter furnishes a presumptive argument against the opinion 
of those who imagine that' Dolabella and Tullia were never 
actually divorced. For, in the first place, notwithstanding it 
appears that there was some distance of time between the ac- 
cident of her death and the present epistle, yet it seems to have 
been the first letter which Cicero had written to Dolabella upon 
the occasion. Now it is altogether improbable, if the mar- 
riage had subsisted, that Cicero should not have given bira 
immediate notice of an event in which, if not from affection, 
at least from interest, he would have been greatly concerned. 
In the next place, it is equally improbable, supposing there 
Bad been no divorce, that Cicero should speak of this mis- 
fortune only in general and distant terms, as he does through- 
out' this whale letter, without so much as mentioning the 
name of Tullia, or intimating even the remotest hint of anjt 
connexion between her and Dolabella. - But the following 
letter will supply a farther and more positive argument 
against the opinion above-mentioned. See rem. 4. on the 
next letter. Ad Att, xii. 4£» 4& 
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*rlth me : for your judicious counsels, and sin- 
gular affection towards me, would greatly con- 
tribute to alleviate its weight. This good of- 
fice, indeed,. I may yet, perhaps, receive; for, as 
I imagine we shall soon see you here, you will 
find me still so deeply affected, as to have an op- 
portunity of affording me great assistance: not 
that this affliction has so broken my spirit, as to 
render me unmindful that I am a man, or ap- 
prehensive that I must totally sink under its 
pressure. But all that cheerfulness and viva- 
city of temper, which you once so particularly 
admired, has now, alas ! entirely forsaken me. 
My fortitude and resolution, nevertheless, (if 
these virtues were ever mine) I still retain; 
and retain them too in the same vigour as 
when you left me. 

As to those battles which, you tell me, you 
have sustained upon my account, I am far less 
solicitous that you should confute my detract 
tors 1 , than that the world should know (as it 
unquestionably does) that I enjoy a place in 

your 

3 The person to whom Cicero alludes, was, in all proba- 
bility, his own nephew, wb,o.was at this time in the army with 
Caesar. This young man had taken great liberties with his 
uncle's character, aspersing it upon all occasions, and in all 
companies : in particular, (and what gave Cicero the greatest 
uneasiness) be attempted to infuse a suspicion among the 
principal officers of tbe army, that Cicero was a man of dan- 
gerous designs, and one against whom Caesar ought to be 
particularly upon his guard. Ad Att. xii. 38. xiii. 37* 

B3 
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your affection.; and may you still continue to 
render that truth conspicuous. To this request 
I will add another, and entreat you to excuse me 
for not sending you 9, longer letter. I shorten 
>t, not only as imagining we shall soon inject* 
but because my mind is at present by no mean* 
Sufficiently composed for writing. FareweL 

LETTER IIL 

[A.U.708.] 

Servius Sulpicius to Cicero. 

I jleceivep the news of your d»ughter% 
death, with all the concern it so justly deserves ; 
and, indeed, I cannot but consider it as a mis- 
fortune in which I bear an equal share with 
yourself. If I had been near you when this 
fatal accident happened, I should not only have 
mingled my tears with yours, but assisted you 
with all the consolation in my power. I am 
sensible, at the same time, that offices of this 
kind afford, at best, but a wretched relief: for 
as none are qualified to perform them, but those 
who stand near to us, by the ties either of blood 
or affection, such persons are generally too 
much afflicted themselves, to be capable of ad- 
ministering comfort to others. Nevertheless, I 
thought proper to suggest a few reflections 
which occurred to me upon this occasion : not 
1 as 
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as imagining tkcy would be hew to you, but 
believing that, in your present discomposure of 
mind, they might possibly have escaped your at- 
tention. Tell me, then, my friend, wherefore do 
you indulge this excess of sorrow? Reflect, I 
entreat you, in what manner fortune has dealt 
with every one of us \ that she has deprived us tff 
what ought- to be no less dear than our children, 
and overwhelmed, in one general ruin, our ho- 
nours, our liberties, and our country. And, af- 
ter these losses, is it possible that any other 
should increase our tears ? Is it possible that & 
mind long exercised in calamities so truly severe 
should not become totally callous and indiffe- 
rent to every event ? But you will tell me, per- 
haps, that your grief arises not so much on your 
own account, as on that of Tullia. Yet, surely, 
you must often, as well as myself, have had oc- 
casion, in these wretched times, to reflect, that 
their condition by no means deserves to be re- 
gretted, whom death has gently removed from 
this unhappy scene. What is there, let me ask, 
in the present circumstances of our country, that 
could have rendered life greatly desirable to your 
daughter ? What pleasing hopes, what agreeable 
views, what rational satisfaction could she possi- 
bly have proposed to herself, from a more ex- 
tended period ? Was it in the prospect of conjur 
gal happiness, in the society of some distinguish- 

8 4 ed 
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ed youth 4 ? as if, indeed, you could have found a 
son-in-law, amongst our present set of young 
men, worthy of being entrusted with the care of 
your daughter ! Or was it in the expectation of 
being the joyful mother of a flourishingrace, who 
.might possess their patrimony with indepen- 
' dence, who might gradually rise through the se- 
veral dignities of the state, and exert the liberty 
to which they were bornln the service and de* 
fence of their friends and country ? But is there 
one amongst all these desirable privileges, of 
which we were not deprived, before she was in a 
capacity of transmitting them to her descendr 
ants ? Yet, after all, you may still alledge, per^- 
haps, that the loss of our children is a severe a£» 
fiiction; and unquestionably it would be so, if it 
were not a much greater to see them live to en- 
dure those indignities which their parents suffer, 

1 lately 

4 This passage seems strongly to intimate, that the raarr 
riage between Dolabella and Tulliawas actually dissolved be- 
fore her death. It must be acknowledged, however, that a very 
learned and accurate critic is of opinion, that the affirmative 
side of this question can no more be proved from these words 
of Sulpicius, than it can be inferred from those which he im- 
mediately adds, an pt ea Uteres ex sese pareret, that Tullia 
died without issue ; which it is well known she did not. But 
there seems to be this difference between the two instances ; 
that, wit^ respect to the latter, Sulpicius mght very properly 
put the question he there does, notwithstanding Tullia's hav- 
ing left a son j for although she had one, she might reasonably 
indulge the expectation of having more : whereas, with regard 
to the former, would it not have been highly injurious to her 
character, if Sulpicius had argued from a supposition which 
implied that Tullia entertained thoughts of another husband, 
whilst her marriage with Dolabella was still subsisting ? Vid. 
tpist. Tunstai. ud vir. erud. Con, Middlcton, p. 186. 
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I lately fell into a reflection, which, as it af- 
forded great relief to the disquietude of my own 
heart, it may possibly contribute, likewise, to 
assuage the anguish of yours. In my return out 
of Asia, as I was sailing from iEgina towards Me- 
gara 5 , I amused myself with contemplating the 
circumjacent countries. Behind me lay JEgina, 
before me Megara; on my right I saw Piraeus 6 , 
and on my left Corinth 7 . These cities, once so 
flourishing and magnificent, now presented nor- 
thing to my view but a sad spectacle of deso- 
lation. " Alas, (I said to myself) shall such a 
** short-lived creature as man complain, when 
" one of his species falls either by the hand of 
fi violence, or by the common course of nature ; 
" whilst in this narrow compass, so many great 
" and glorious cities, formed for a much longer 
" duration, thus lie extended in ruins ? Re* 
" member, then, oh my heart ! the general lot 
u to which man is born, and let that thought 
u suppress thy unreasonable murmurs/' Believe 
me, I found my mind greatly refreshed and com- 
forted by these reflections. JLet me advise you, in 
the same manner, to represent to yourself, what 

^ . numbers 

5 iftgina, now called Engia, is an island situated in the 
gulf that runs between the Peloponnesus and Attica, to 
which it gives its name, Megara was a city near the isthmus 
of Corinth. 

* A celebrated sea-port at a small distance from Athens, 
How called Port-Lion. 

7 A city in the Peloponnesus. 
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numbers of our illustrious countrymen have 
lately beea cut off at once*, how much the 
strength of the Roman republic is impaired, and 
what dieadfui devastation has gone forth, 
throughout all its provinces ! And can you, with 
the impression of these greater calamities upon 
yourmiud, be so immoderately afflicted for the 
Joss of a single individual, a poor, little, tender, 
woman? who, if she had not died at this time, 
must, in a few fleeting years more, have inevi- 
tably undergone that common fate to which 
she was born*. 

Reasonable, however, as these reflections are, 
I would call you from them awhile, in order to 

lead 

* In the civil wars. 

8 One of the finest and most elegant of all writers, either 
ancient or modern, has given us some reflections which arose 
in his mind, in walking amongst the repositories of the dead 
in Westminster- Abbey ; which, as they are not altogether fo- 
reign to the subject of this letter, the read**, perhaps, wiU 
indulge me in the pleasure of producing, as a sort of corol- 
la ries< to the sentiments of S uipicius. "When I look upon 
u the tomb* of the great/' (says the iucoinparable Addison) 
" every emotion of envy dies within me ; when I read the 
" epitaphs of the beautiful, every inordinate desire goes out ; 
" when I meet with the grief of parents, upon a tomb-stone, 
" my heart melts with compassion ; when I see the tomb of 
" the parents, themselves, I consider the vanity of grieving 
" for those whom we must quickly follow ; when I see kings 
".lying hy those who deposed them; when I consider rival 
" wits, placed side by side, or the holy men that divided the 
" world with their contests and disputes, I reflect with sor* 
" row and astonishment on the little competitions, factious, 
*' and debates of mankind. When I read the several dates of 
" the tombs, of some that died yesterday, and tome six hun- 
" dred years ago, 1 consider that great day when we shall all 
** of us be contemporaries, and make our appearance toge- 
" ther." Spect. Vol. 1. Numb. 26. 
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lead your thought* to others more peculiarly 
suitable to your circumstances and character. 
Remember, then, that your daughter lived as long 
9$ life wets worth possessing, that is, till liberty 
was no more ; that she lived to see you in the 
illustrious offices of praetor, consul, and augur; 
to be married to some of the noblest youths in 
Rome 9 ; to be blessed with almost every valuable 
enjoyment ; and, at length, to expire with the 
republic itself. Tell me, now, what is there in this 
view of her fate, that could give either her or 
yourself just reason to complain ? In fine, do not 
forget that you are Cicero ; the wise, the philo- 
sophical Cicero, who were wont to give advice 
to others, nor resemble those unskilful empirics, 
who, at the same time that they pretend to be 
furnished with remedies for other men's disor- 
ders, are altogether incapable of finding a cure 
for their own. On the contrary, apply to your 
private use those judicious precepts you have ad- 
ministered to the public. Time necessarily 
weakens the strongest impressions of sorrow ; 
but it would be a reproach to your character 
not to anticipate this its certain effect, by the 
force of your own good sense and judgment 
If the dead retain any consciousness of what is 
here transacted, your daughter's affection, I am 

sure, 

9 To Piso, Crassipes, and Dolabella ; of each of whom an 
account has been occasionally given in the preceding obser- 
vations. 
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sure, was such, both to you and to all her rela- 
tions, that she can by no means desire you 
should abandon yourself to this excess of grief. 
Restrain it then, I conjure you, for her sake, 
ftttd f6r the sake of the rest of your family and 
friends, who lament to see you thus afflicted, 
Restrain it, too, I beseech you, for the sake of 
your country ; that whenever the opportunity 
shall serve, it may reap the benefit of your coun- 
sels and assistance. In short, since such is our 
fortune, that we must necessarily submit to the 
present system Of public affairs, suffer it not to 
be suspected, that it is not so much the d6ath 
of your daughter, as the fate of the republic, and 
the success of our victors, that you deplore. 

But it would be ill-manners to dwell any 
longer upon this subject, as I should seem to 
question the efficacy of your own good sense. 
J will only add, therefore, that as we have often 
seen you bear prosperity in the noblest manner* 
and with the highest applause, shew us, likewise, 
that you are not too sensible of adversity, but 
know how to support it with the same advan- 
tage to your character. In a word, let it not 
be said, that fortitude is the single virtue to 
which my friend is a stranger 10 . 

As 

10 Sulpicius has drawn together, in this admired letter, 
whatever human philosophy has of force to compose the per- 
turbations of a mind under the disquietude of severe afflic- 
tions. 
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As tor what concerns myself, I will send you 
an account 6f the state of this province, and of 
what is transacting in this part, of the world, 
as soon as I shall hear that you are sufficiently 
composed to receive the information, FareweL 

.: LETTER IV, 

[A.U.70&1 • 

To Servius Sulpicius. 

I join with you, my dear Sulpicius, in wish- 
ing that you had been in Rome when this most 
severe calamity befel me. I am sensible of the 
advantage I should have received from your 
presence, and I had almost said your equal 
participation of; my grief, by having found 
myself somewhat more composed after I had 
read your letter. It furnished me, indeed, with 
arguments extremely proper to sooth the anguish 
of affliction, and evidently flowed from a heart 
that sympathized with the sorrows it endea- 
voured to assuage. But, although I could not 
enjoy the benefit of your own good offices in 
person, I had the advantage, however, of your 
son's, who gave me a proof, by every tender as- 
sistance 

tions. But, it is evident, that all arguments of the sort here 
produced, tend rather to silence the clamours of sorrow, than 
to soften and subdue its anguish. It is a much more exalted 
philosophy, indeed, that must supply the effectual remedies fot 
this purpose ; to which, no other but that of Christianity alone, 
will be found, on the trial, to lie in any rational degree luffi* 
Gient. 
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sistance that could be contributed upon do me- 
lancholy an occasion,* bow much he imagined 
that he was acting agreeably to your senti^ 
meats, when be thus discovered the- affection 
of his own. More pleasing instances of his 
friendship, I have frequently received, but 
never any that were more obliging. As to those 
for which I am indebted to yourself, it is not 
only the force of your reasonings, and the very 
considerable share you take in my afflictions^ 
that have contributed to compose my mind ; it 
is. the deference, likewise, which I always pay 
to the authority of your sentiments. For, 
knowing, as I perfectly do, r the superior wis- 
dom with Which you are enlightened, I should 
be ashatned not to support ftiy distresses iii 
' the manner you think I ought, I will acknow- 
ledge^ nevertheless, that they sometimes almost 
entirely overcome me ; and I am scarce able to 
resist the force of my* grief when I reflect, that 
I am destitute of those consolations which at- 
tended others, whose examples I propose to my 
imitation. Thus Quintus Maximus 1 lost a son 
of consular rank, and distinguished by many 
' brave 

1 Quintus Fabius Maximus, so well known for bis brave 
and judicious conduct in opposing the progress of* Hannibal's 
arras in Italy, was five times advanced to the consular of* 
fice ; the last of which was in the year of Borne 545. At the 
expiration of his fourth consulate, he was succeeded in* that 
office by his son, Marcus Fabius, who, likewise, distinguished 

himself 
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brave and illustrious actions ; Lucius Paulusf 
was deprived of two sons in the space of a sin- 
gle week, and your relation Gallus 3 , together 
with Marcus. Cater*, had both of them the un- 
bappiness to survive their respective sons, who 
were endowed with the highest abilities and 

virtues. 

himself by bia military achievements. It does not appear 
when, or by what accident, Marcus died ; but his illustrious 
father was so mueh- master of his grief upon that occasion, 
as to pronounce a funeral eulogy in honour of his son, be* 
fore a general assembly of the people. IAv. xxiv. 43. Pint, 
in, «&. Fofr. 

2 A very few days before Paulas JLmilius made his public 
entry into Rome, in the year 585, on occasion of His victory 
over Perseus, be had the misfortune to lose one of his sons ; 
and this calamity was succeeded by another of the same kind, 
which befel him about as many days after his triumph. Liv. 
xlv. 41. 

3 Manutius conjectures, that the person here mentioned, 
is Cains Sulpkrius Gallus, who was consul in the year 586. 

4 The censor. His son was praetor in the year of Rome 
638, and died whilst he was in the administration of that 
office. I cannot forbear transcribing upon this occasion a 
noble passage from Cicero's treatise concerning old age, as 
I find it ex t rente ly well translated to my hand, by a late in- 
genius writer (Mr. Hughes, if I mistake not) in the Specta- 
tor. Our author represents Catoas breaking out into the fol- 
lowing rapture at the thoughts of his approaching dissolu- 
tion : " O happy dcy/'(**y$ *Ws amiable moralist) " when I 
" shall escape from this crowd, this heap of pollution, and 
" be admitted to v that divine assembly of exalted spirits ! 
" when I shall go— to my Cato, my sob ♦; than whom a better 
" man was never born, and whose funeral rites I myself per- 
" formed ; whereas, he ought rather to have attended mine. 
" Yet has not his soul deserted me, but seeming to oast a 
" look on me, is gone before to those habitations to which it 
" was sensible I should follow him. And though I might ap- 
" pear to have borne my loss with courage, I was not unaffected 
" with it ; but I comforted myself in the assurance, that it 
" would not be long before we should meet again* and be di* : 
" vorced no more." Pigh. Annal. ii. 99. Plut. in vit.Caton. 
Gc. it Sencct. 23. Spcct. FoL 7. Numb. 597. 
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virtues. Yet these unfortunate parents lived 1 
in times when the honours they derived from 
the republic might, in some measure, alleviate 
the weight of thdt donlestic misfortunes. But- 
as for myself, after having been stripped of 
those dignities you mention, ajnd which I had - 
acquired by the most laborious exertion of my 
abilities, I had one only consolation remaining j 
and of that I am now bereaved ! I coulil no 
longer divert the disquietude of my thoughts, 
by employing my self in the causes of my friends, 
or the business of the state; for I could no 
longer, with any satisfaction, appear either in 
the forum, or the senatei In short, I justly 
considered myself as cut off from the benefit of 
all those alleviating occupations in which fortune 
and industry had qualified me to engage. But I 
considered, too, that this was adeprivation which 
I suffered in common with yourself, and some 
others ; and, whilst I was endeavouring to recon* 
cile my mind to a patient endurance of those ills, 
there was one to whose tender offices I could 
have recourse ; and, in the sweetness of whose 
conversation I could discharge all the cares and 
anxiety of my heart But this last fatal stab to my 
peace, has torn open those wounds which seem- 
ed in some measure to have been tolerably heal- 
ed. For I can now no longer lose my private 
sorrows in the prosperity of the commonwealth, 
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as I was wont to dispel the uneasiness I suffered 
upon the public account, in the happiness I re- 
ceived at home. Accordingly, I have equally 
banished myself from my house 5 , and from the 
public; af finding no relief in either, from tlje 
calamities I lament in both. It is this, there* 
fore, thai heightens my desire of seeing you 
ftere; as nothing can afford me a more effec* 
tual consolation than the renewal of our 
friendly intercourse : a happiness which I hope, 
«nd an informed, indeed, that I shaH shortly 
enjoy. Among the many reasons I have for 
impatiently wishing your arrival, one is, that 
1 we may previously concert together our scheme 
of conduct in the present conjuncture ; which, 
liowever, must now be entirely accommodated 
to another's will. This person*, it is true, is a 
mapi of great abilities and generosity ; and one, 
if I mistake hot* who is by no means my ene- 
my ; as I am sure he is extremely your friend. 
Nevertheless, it requires much consideration, I 
do not say in what manner we shall act with 
respect to public affairs, but by what methods 
we may best obtain his permission to retire 
front diem. Farewet. 

LETTER 

. ' Cicero, upoji tW death of his daughter, retired from 
his own house, to one belonging to Atticus, near Rome : 
from which, perhaps, this letter was written. 
* Cqesar. 

Vat. III. C 
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LETTER V, 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Lucius Lucceius*. 

All the letters 1 have received from you, upon 
the subject of my late misfortune, were ex* 
tremely acceptable to me, as instances of the 
highest affection and good sense. But the great 
advantage I have derived from them, princi- 
pally results from that animating contempt with 
which you look down upon human affairs, and 
that exemplary fortitude which arms you 
against all the various assaults of fortune. I 
esteem it the most glorious privilege of philo- 
sophy, to be thus superior to external accidents, 
and to depend for happiness on ourselves alolae : 
a sentiment, which, although it was too deeply 
planted in my heart to be totally eradicated, has 
been somewhat weakened, I confess, by the vio- 
lence of those repeated storms to which 1 have 
been lately exposed. But you have endea- 
voured, and with great success indeed, to restore 
it to all its usual strength and vigour. I can- 
not, therefore, either too often, or too strong- 
ly, assure you, that nothing could give me an 
higher satisfaction than your letter. Birt, pow- 
erful 

* The same to whom the 20th letter of the first book is 
written. See an account of him in rem* 1. on that epistle. 
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erful as the various arguments of consolation are 
which you have collected for my use, and ele- 
gantly as you have enforced them, I must ac- 
knowledge, that nothing proved more effectual 
than that firmness of mind which I remarked in 
your letters, and which I should esteem as the 
utmos£ reproach not to imitate. But if I imitate, 
I must necessarily excel my guide and instructor 
in this lesson of fortitude ; for I am altogether 
unsupported by the same hopes which I find 
you entertain, that public affairs will improve* 
Those illustrations, indeed, which you drawfrom 
the gladiatorial combats 7 , together with the 
whole tendency of your reasoning in general, all 
concur in forbidding me to despair of the com- 
monwealth. It would be nothing extraordi- 
nary, therefore, if you should be more com- 
posed than myself, whilst you are in possession 
of these pleasing hopes : the only wonder is, 
how you can possibly entertain any. For say, 
my friend, what is there of our constitution 
that is not utterly subverted ? Look round the 
republic and tell me, (you who so well under- 
stand 

* Manutius supposes* with great probability, that Luc* 
ceius, in the letter to which this is an answer, had endea- 
voured to persuade Cicero not. to despair of better times, 
by reminding him of what sometimes happened at the gla- 
diatorial shews, where it was not unusual to see a combat- 
ant that seemed almost Entirely vanquished, unexpectedly 
recover his ground, and gain the day from his antagonist 

C,2 
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stand the nature of our goven^fcent) what part 
of it rem^ini unbroken or unimpaired ? Most. 
unquestionably there is not one ; as I would 
j>rove in detail, if I imagined my own disjceru-/ 
toent was superior to yours, or wer$ capable, 
(notwithstanding all yc&r powerful admonition * 
and precepts) to dwell upon so tnelancholy % 
subject without being extremely affected. But 
I will bear my domestic misfortunes in the man* 
ner yau assure me that I ought ; and as to those* 
of the public, I shall support them, perhaps* 
with greater equanimity than even my friend. 
For (to repeat it again) you are not, it seems* 
without some sort of hopes.; whereas, for myself, 
J have absolutely none : and shall, therefore, m 
pursuance of your advice, preserve my spirits 
even ia the midst of despair. The pleasing re* 
collection of those actions you recal to my te* 
ipenihrance, and which, indeed, I performed 
qhiefty by your encouragement a#d reoommeo* 
elation, will greatly contribute to thi$ end. Ta 
say the truth, I have done every thing for the 
service of my country tfca<t I ought, and mora 
than could have been expected from the cou- 
rage and counsels of any man. You will par- 
don me, 1 hope, for speaking in this advantage- 
ous manner of my own conduct, hut, as you 
advise me to alleviate my present uneasiness by 
1 a retro* 
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& retmspect of ftiy past action*, I wltt COftftfefe, 
th&t, in thus cotoiftemoratirig theitt* I fittd gr«tt 
Consolation. 

I shall puactually absei^e youtadtnotiitionfe, 
by callltig ^ff my toiind las much &> possible frofti 
everything that may disturb ita peace, and ffedfig 
it on those speculation* which ate at &hfce to 
tornameiit to prosperity, and the support of ad- 
versity. For this purpose, I shall endeavour to 
fepend as iftuch of my time with you afc toUr 
health and years will mutually permit : and if We 
fclaimot meet so often te I am sure We both wish, 
Wfe fchallal Waysat least Aeettt presetit to each other 
by fc Sympathy of hefctts, and att union itt the 
fcatofe philosophical eofttemplfctiofas. Fafewei. 

LETTER VL 

[A. U. 70S.] 

Lucceius to Cicero. 

I shall rejoice to hear that you are well. As 
to my own health, it is much as usual; or ra- 
ther, I think, somewhat worse. 

I have frequently called at your doOr, and am 
much surprised to find that you have not been in 
Rome since Caesar left it What is it that so 
strongly draws you from hence? If any of your - 
usual engagements of the literary ktnd renders 
you thus enamoured of solitude, I am so far 

C 9 from 
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from condemning your retirement, that I think 
of it with pleasure. There is no sort of life* 
indeed, that can be more agreeable, not only in 
times so disturbed as the present, but even in 
, those of the most desirable calm and serenity ; 
especially to a mind like yours, which may have 
.occasion for repose from its public labours, and 
.which is always capable of producing something 
that will afford both pleasure to others and ho- 
nour to yourself. But if you have withdrawn 
from the world, in order to give a free vent to 
those tears which you so immoderately indulged 
.when you were here, I shall lament, indeed, 
your grief: but (if you will allow me to speak 
the truth) I never can excuse it. For tell me, 
my friend, is it possible that a man of your un-» 
common discernment should not perceive what} 
is obvious to all mankind ? Is it possible you 
can be ignorant that your perpetual complaints 
can profit nothing, and only serve to increase 
those disquietudes which your good sense r$ <% 
quires you to subdue ? But if argument* can-* 
not prevail, entreaties perhaps may. Let me 
conjure you, then, by all the regard you bear 
me, to dispel this gloom that h?mgs upon your 
heart ; to return to that society and to those 
occupations which were either common to us 
both, or peculiar to yourself. But though I 
. would 
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would fain dissuade you from continuing your 
present way of life, yet I would by no mean* 
suffer my zeal to be troublesome. In the dif- 
ficulty, therefore, of steering between these two 
inclinations, I will only add my request that 
you would either cogiply with, my advice,, ox 
excuse me for offering it f FareweL 

LETTER VII. ]' 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Lucius Lucceius. 

Every part of your last letter glowed with 
that warmth of friendship, which, though it was 
by no means new to me, I could not but oft- 
serve with peculiar satisfaction ; I would say 
pleasure, if that were not a word to which I have 
now for ever bidden adieu. Not merely, how- 
ever, for the cause you suspect, aiid for which, 
oinder the gentlest and most affectionate terms, 
you, in fact, Very severely reproach me; but 
because all that ought in reason to assuage the' 
attguish of so deep a wound is absolutely no 
more. For whkher shall I fly for Consolation ? 
Is 1 it to the bosom of my friends ? But tell me 
(for we have generally shared the same com-* 
mon amities together) how few of that Bum* 
ber are remaining ? how few that have not pe* 
rished by the sword, or that are not becom§ 
C4 strangely 
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strangely insensible? You will fcay, perhaps 
that I might seek my relief in your society; 
and there, indeed, I would willingly seek it 
The same habitudes and Studies, a long inter- 
course of friendship-— in dhortj is there any sort 
of bond, any single circumstance of connexion 
wanting to unite us together ! Why then art 
we such strangers to one another ? For my own 
part, I know not ; but this I , know, that we 
have hitherto seldom met, I do not say in, 
Rome, where the Forum usually brings every 
body together* but when we were near neigh-, 
^oprs at TuscuUun and Putepte, ' * 

, I ; know not by what ill fate it has happened, 
tfot, at an age when I migljt^xpect to flourish* 
ip.the greatest credit and dignity^ J should find 
Appelf in so. wretched ^^ua^qn : ;a^ to be a-> 
sfypjed that J an> still in bqiggt ; P^sppy^d, Uv* 
d#ed, of every honour and every . comfort that 
adprned my public life, or solaced my, private 
what. is it that can now afford i^e an y : refuge ?• 
My books, .1 imagine you will tell m?; >£&#-,&}, 
thesej indeed, I. very assiduously } apply« iFfttyta 
what else can I possibly have r^cpurse^ Yet^ve^ 
these seem to'exclude me from that peaceful p*>rt 

- . . > whiety 

8 The fommwasa,^ o!" general .rejrtrt fcjf tkfe wfcofai 
city. It was here that the lawyers, pleaded their causes, that 
thte poets recited tiieir works, and thatVfiriieral orations were; 
spoken in honour of ihe dead. Jt fvasjhepe* in short,' every; 
ttiing was going* forward, that coytd engage the active, or 
amuse the idle. Vid. Hor. lib, I . sat. 4. 74. sat. 6. 42. 
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which I fain would reach, and reproach me, aa 
it were, for prolonging that life which only in- 
creases my sorrows with my years. Can you 
wonder thfen that I absent myself from Rome, 
where there is ftothing under my own roof to 
afford me aby satisfaction, and where I abhor 
both public men and public measures, both the 
forum and the senate? For this reason it is that 
I wear away my days* in a total application to 
literary pursuits : not, indeed* as entertaining 
rt> vain a hope, that I may find ifc them a com- 
plete cure for my misfortunes, but in order t& 
obtain, at least, some little respite from their 
bitter rimembrailce. 

If those dangeirs with which we were daily 
menaced, Had not formerly prevented both yoia, 
and myself from reflecting with that coolness. 
we ought, We should never have been thus se- 
parated. Had that proved to have been th<* 
ease, we should both of 116 have spared our- 
selves much uneasiness : as I should not have 
indulged so many groundless fears for yout 
health, nor you for the consequences of my 
grief. Let us repair then this unlucky mistake 
»s well as we may : and as nothing can be more 
suitable to both of us, than the company of 
each other, 1 pnrj>os* to bt with yon in a fetf 

&ya. ?a**W5L 

LETTER 
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LETTER VIIL 

.[A.U.708.] 

To Marcus Marcellus. 

Notwithstanding that I have nothing 
new to communicate to you, and am in ex- 
pectation of a letter from yon very shortly, or 
rather, indeed, of seeing you in person ; yet I 
would not suffer Theophilu&itogoaway, with- 
out sending you a line or two by his hands; 
Let me entreat youthen to return amongst us*, 
as soon as possible ;•» and, be .assured,, you air? 
impatiently expected, not only by Smyself, and 
the rest of your friends, but by all Rome ii 
general I am sometimes, however, inclined 
to fear, that you,will not be extremely forward 
to hasten your journey : and, indeed, if you 
were possessed of no other sense but that of 
seeing, I could easily excuse you if there are 
some persons whom you would chuse to avoid* 
But as the difference is very inconsiderable be- 
tween hearing and being a spectator of what 
one disapproves ; and as I am persuaded it is 
of great consequence, both in respect to you* 
private affairs, as well as upon every other, con* 
sideration, that you should expedite your re-* 
turn, I thought it incumbent upon me to tell 
you so. And now, having acquainted you with 

my 

* See let* 1$« vol. u. p. 343, 
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my sentiments, the rest must be left to your 
own determination : but I should be glad to 
know, however, when we may expect you. 
JareweL 

LETTER IX- 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Tiro. 

Believe me, my dear Tiro, I am greatly 
anxious for your health : however, if you per- 
severe in the same cautious regimen which you 
have hitherto observed, you will soon, I trust, 
be well As to my library, I beg you would 
put the books in order, and take a catalogue 
of them, when your physician shall give you 
his consent: for it is by his directions you must 
pow be governed. With respect to the gar- 
dener, I leave you to adjust matters as you 
phall judge proper, 

I think you might come to Rome on the first 
of next month, in order to see the gladiatorial 
combats, and return the following day : but 
let this be entirely as is most agreeable to your 
own inclinations. In the mean time, if you 
have any affection fttt me 7 take care of your 

health, Farewel, 

LETTER 
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LETTER X. 

{A.u.Toa.3 
Servius Sulpicius to Cicero. 

The news I am going to Acquaint you with, 
will, I am sure, prove extremely unwelcome : 
yet, as you cannot but, in some measure, be 
prepared for it, by being sensible that every 
man's life is subject to casualties, as well as to 
the general laws of feature, I thought proper to 
send you a circumstantial account of the un- 
happy accident that has lately happened. 

I arrived at Piraeus, from Epidaurus 1 * oh 
the £3d instant; where I continued all that 
day, merely to enjoy the company of my cor- 
kage, Matcellus\ - The next day I took my 
leave of him, with an intention of goteg from 
Athens ifctd BoBOt-i^-, in order to fiftish the re- 
mainder of my circuit 4 : and I left him in the 
jpeibkiion, as hfe told me, bf sailing to Italy by 
the Way of Malea 5 . The day following* As I 

wte 

1 A city ill the Peloponnesus* now cailtd PigrMo, situated 
upon, the bay oiEngiiL 

* ft has already been noted* that Martelhrtand Sulpicius 
were colleagues in the consular Office* A. U. 702. 

3 'A district of Greece, under the jurisdiction 6f Sulpicius, 
governor of that province. 

4 The Roman governors were obliged to visit the principal 
cities of their province, in order to administer justice, and 
settle other affairs relating to their function. 

5 A promontory -in the south-east point of the felonon* 
*esu£, now called caps Malis. 
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waa preparing to set out from Athens, his friend 
postbumius came to me, about four in the 
morning, and informed me Marcellus had been 
stabbed the night before by Magius Cilo, whilst 
they were sitting together after suppei* : that 
l\e had received two wounds from a dagger, one 
of which wa* in his breast, ajid the other under 
his ear; but that neither of them, he hoped, was 
mortal He added, that Magius, after having 
committed this barbarous action, immediately 
killed himself; and that Marcellus had dis- 
patched him in order to give me this account, 
and likewise to desire that I would direct my 
physicians 7 to attend him- This I instantly did; 
ajud followed them myself as soon as it was 
light B^t when I had almost reached Piraeus, 
I n*et a servant of Acidanus, with a note to ac- 
quaint, me that, our friend expired a little be- 
fore day-break. Thup did the noble Mar- 
cellus unworthily fall by the hand of a vil- 
lainous assassin : and he whose life his very ene- 
mies had spared in reverence to his illustrious 

virtues, 

• The reason which induced Cilo to murder his friend, is 
flat certainly known. It was suspected by some, at Rome, 
that it was at the secret instigation of Caraar : but the cir- 
cumstance of Cilo immediately afterwards killing himself, 
renders that suspicion altogether improbable, and seems to 
determine the motive to some personal, and perhaps sudden 
resentment. Vid. ad Att* xiih 10. 

1 The ancient physicians practised surgery as well as me- 
diant. 
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virtues, met with an executioner, at last, in his 
own friend ! However, I proceeded to his pa- 
vilion, where I found only two of his freed* 
men and a few slaves; the rest, I was told, hav- 
ing fled in apprehension of the consequences in 
which they might be involved by this murder 
of their master 8 .. I was obliged to place the 
body of Marcellus in the same sedan that 
brought* me, and to make my chairmen carry it 
into Athens ; where I paid him all the funeral 
honours that city could supply; which, indeed, 
were not inconsiderable. But I could not pre- 
vail with the Athenians to suffer him to be bu- 
ried within their walls ; a privilege, they assured 
me, which their religious ordinances ^ould by 
no means admit. They granted me, however, 
what was the next honour, and which they had 
never permitted to any stranger before : they 
allowed me to deposit his ashes in any of the 
Gymnasia I should think proper. According- 
ly, I fixed upon a spot belonging to the Acade- 
my 9 ; one of the noblest colleges in the whole 

world. 

8 Manutius remarks, that, by the Roman law, where a man 
was murdered in his own house, his slaves were punishable 
with death. Vid. Tacit. AnnaL xiv, 42. 

9 " This cele brat dd place took its name from one Acade- 
41 mus, an ancient hero, who possessed it in the time of the 
" Tyndaridse. But, famous as it was, it was purchased after- 
" wards for about 1001. and dedicated to the public for the 
" convenience of walks and exercises for the* citizens of , 
u Athens, and was gradually improved by the rich, who had 

" received 
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world. In this place I caused a funeral pile to 
be erected: and afterwards persuaded the 
Athenians to raise a marble monument to his 
memory, at the public expence. Thus have I 
paid to my relation and colleague, both during 
his life and after his death, every friendly office 
he had a right to expect from me. Farewel. 

Athens, May 31. 

LETTER XL 

[A.U.708.] 

To Tiro. 

I impatiently expect a letter fromyou,upon 
affairs of many and various kinds : but it is with \ 
much greater impatience, however, that I ex- 
pect yourself. In the mean time, endeavour to 
gain Demetrius over to my interest, and to ob- 
tain whatever other advantage you shall be 
able. I know your care is not wanting to re- 
cover the money which is owing to me from 
Aufidius: but I beg you would be as expedi- 
tious in that matter as possible. If it is upon 
that account you delay your return, I admit 
it to be a good reason : if not, fly hither, I 

charge 

<f received benefit or pleasure from it, with plantations of 
" groves, stately porticos, and commodious apartments, for 
41 the professors of the academic school." Middkton's life of 
Gc* iii. 325, 
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charge you, with the utmost speed. To re* 
peat it Qnqe more : I expect a letter from yon 
with great impatience. Farewel. 

LETTER XIL 

[a. v. roe.} 

Vatintius 1 to ClCEttO. 

If you have not renounced your us^ual custom 
of defending the cause of your friends, an old 
client of yours desires to engage you as his ad* 
vocate : and, as you formerly protected him in 
his humiliation*, I dare say you will not now 
abandon him in Ijis glory. Whose aid* indeed^ 
can I so. properly invoke upon the occasion of 
my victories* as that generous friend's, who first 
taught mehow to vanquish? ? CanI doubt, that he 
Who had the courage to withstand a combination 

of 

. * I have already had occasion to give an account of tfye 
character of Vafcinius, in- rem. 5. p. 1<$0. vol. 1. Me was at 
this time* by tha appointment of Canar* governor of Ilfyricum } 
Which comprehended part of Austria, Hungary, Sclavonic, 
Bosnia), and- Dalmatia. Ha was sent thither wirh a consi- 
derable army, to reduce the people of that province to oke* 
dienee ; and having obtained some success, he wrote the pre- 
pit letter to Cicero, in owder to engage him to support nig 
pretensions to the honour o( a public thanksgiving* Pigk* 
Afutal. ii. 454* 

% When Cicero, much to his dishonour, defended Vati- 
nius against the impeachment of Licinius Calvus. See vol. i« 
p. 189- 

3 AUuding to hi$ having, by the assistance of Cicero's eIo T 
quence, vanquished his adversaries in the prosecution- mea-v 
tioned in the preceding note. 
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of the most powerful men in Rome, who had 
conspired my ruin, will not be able to beat down 
the envious and malignant efforts of a little con- 
temptible party, that may endeavour to oppose 
my honours ? If I still, then, retain the share I 
once enjoyed of your friendship, take me, I en- 
treat you, wholly under your protection, as one 
whose dignities it is incumbent upon you both 
to support and advance. You are sensible that 
I have many enemies, whose malevolence I have 
in no sort deserved ; but what avails innocence 
against so unaccountable a fate ? If these, there- 
fore, should any of them attempt to obstruct the 
honours I am soliciting, I conjure you to exert 
your generous offices, as usual, in defence of 
your absent friend. In the mean time, you will 
find, at the bottom of this letter, a copy of the 
dispatches I send by this express to the senate, 
concerning the success of my arms. 

Being informed that the slave whom you em- 
ploy as your reader had eloped from you into 
the country of the Vardaei 4 , I have caused dili- 
gent search to be made after him, although I 
did not receive your commands for that pur- 
pose. I doubt not of recovering him, unless he 
should take refuge in Dalmatia 5 ; and even in 

that 

4 A people contiguous to Dalmatia. 

s Dalmatia made part of the province of Illyricum, but 
it was not, at this time, entirely subdued to the Roman go- 
vernment. 

Vol. III. D 
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that case, I do not entirely despair. Farewell 
and continue to love me. 

From the camp aft Narona 6 , July the 11th, 

LETTER XIII. 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Tiro. 

Yotr are not mistaken in supposing me desi- 
rous of your company ; but, indeed, I am ex- 
tremely apprehensive of your venturing upon 
so long a journey. The abstinence you have 
been obliged to observe, the evacuations you 
have undergone, together with the violence of 
your distemper itself, have too much impaired 
your strength for so great a fatigue; and any 
negligence after disorders so severe as yours, is 
generally attended with consequences of the 
most dangerous kind. You cannot reach Cuma 
in less than two days, and it will cost you five 
more to complete your expedition. But I pur- 
pose to be with you at Formia, towards the end 
of this month ; and, I hope, my dear Tiro, it 
will not be your fault if I should not have the 
satisfaction of finding you perfectly recovered. 
My studies languish for want of your assist- 
ance ; however, the letter you sent by Acastus 

has 

6 In Liburnta, now called Croatia, and which formed part 
of Vatinius's government. 
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has somewhat enlivened them. Pompeius is 
bow here, and presses me much to read to him, 
some of my compositions; but I jocosely, 
though at the same time truly assure him, that 
ail my Muses are silent in your absence. I 
hope, therefore, you will prepare to attend them 
with your usual good offices. You may depend 
upon* mine in the article, and at the time I pro-* 
mised ; for, as I taught you the etymology of 
the word fides, be assured I shall act up to its 
full import. Take care, I charge you, to re- 
establish your health; mine is perfectly well. 
Adieu. 

LETTER XIV. 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Varro. 

I o importune the execution of a promise, is a 
sort of ill-manners, of which the populace 
themselves, unless they are particularly insti- 
gated for that purpose, are seldom guilty 7 . I 
cannot, however, forbear, I will not say to de- 
mand, but to remind you of a favour, which 
you long since gave me reason to expect. To 

this 

7 This alludes to those promises of public shews, which were 
frequently made to the people by the magistrates, and others 
who affected popularity ; some particular instances of which 
have been occasionally produced in the course of the pre- 
ceding remarks. 
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this end, I have sent you four admonitors* ; 
but admonitors, perhaps, whom you will not 
look upon as extremely modest. They are cer- 
tain philosophers, whom I have chosen from 
among the disciples of the later academy 9 ; and 
confidence, you know, is the characteristic of 
this sect 1 . I am apprehensive, therefore, that 
you may consider them as so many importu- 
nate duns, when my meaning only is, that they 
should present themselves before you as modest 
petitioners. But to drop my metaphor, I have 
long denied myself the satisfaction of addres- 
sing to you some of my works, in expectation 
of receiving a compliment of the same kind 
from yourself. I waited, therefore, in order to 
make you a return, as nearly as possible, of the 
same nature. But, as I am willing to impute 
your delaying this favour to the desire of ren- 
dering it so much the more perfect, I could no 
longer refrain from telling the world, in the 

best 

8 These were dialogues entitled Academica, which appear 
from hence to have originally consisted of four books, though 
there is only part of one now remaining. 

9 The followers of the Academic philosophy were divided 
into two sects., called the old and the new. The founder of 
the former was Plato; of the latter, Arcesilas. The princi- 
pal dispute between them, seems to have related to the degree 
of evidence upon which human knowledge is founded ; the 
earlier Academics maintaining that some propositions were 
certain ; the latter, that none were more than probable. 
Vid. Acadcm. 1. passim. 

1 Alluding to their practice of questioning all opinions, 
and assenting to none. 
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best manner I was able, that we are united both 
in our affections and in our studies. With this 
view, I have drawn up a dialogue which I sup- 
pose to have passed between you and myself, in 
conjunction with Atticus, and have laid the 
scene in your Cuman villa. The part I have as* 
signed to you, is to defend, (what, if I mistake 
not, you approve) the sentiments of Antiochus*, 
as I have chosen myself to maintain the princi* 
pies of Philo*. You will wonder to find, perhaps, 
in the perusal of this piece, that I have repre- 
sented a conversation, which, in truth, we never 
had ; but you must remember the privilege 
which dialogue writers have always assumed. 

And now, my dear Varro, let me hope that 
we shall hereafter enjoy together many of these 
philosophical conversations. If we have too long 
neglected them, the public occupations in which 
we were engaged, must be our apology ; but the 
time is now arrived when we have no such ex- 
cuse 

* A philosopher at Athens, whose lectures Varro had for- 
merly attended. He maintained the doctrines of the old Aca- 
demy. Cic. A cad em. 1. 3. 

3 A Greek philosopher, who professed the sceptical prin- 
ciples of the new Academy. Antiochus, mentioned in the 
preceding note, had been bred up under him, though he af- 
terwards became a convert to the opposite sect. Cicero took 
the sceptical part in this dialogue* not as being agreeable to 
his own sentiments, but in order to pay Varro the greater 
compliment of maintaining the more rational opinion* 
Academ. ubi sup. ad Jtt. xiii. 19. 
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cuse to plead. May we, then, exercise these 
speculations together, under a fixed and peace- 
able government, at least, if not under one of 
the most eligible kind ! Though, indeed, if 
that were to prove the case, far other employ- 
ments would engage our honourable labours. 
But, as affairs are at present situated, what is 
there else that can render life desirable ? For 
my own part, it is with difficulty I endure it, 
€yen with all the advantages of their powerful 
assistance ; but, without them, it would be ut- 
terly insupportable. But we shall talk farther 
and frequently upon this subject when we meet; 
in the mean time, I give you joy of the new ha- 
bitation you have purchased, and highly ap- 
prove of your removal, farewel. 

LETTER XV. 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Tiro. 

Why should you not direct your letters to 
me with the familiar superscription which one 
friend generally uses to another ? However, 
if you are unwilling to hazard the envy which 
this privilege may draw upon you, be it as you 
think proper ; though, for my own part, it is a 
maxim ^hich I have generally pursued with 

respect 
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respect to myself, to treat envy with tlie utmost 
disregard. 

I rejoice that you found so much benefit by 
k your sudorific ; and should the air of Tusculum 
be attended with the same happy effect, how 
infinitely will it increase my fondness for that 
favourite scene ! If you love me, then, (and 
if you do not, you are undoubtedly the most 
successful of all dissemblers) consecrate your 
whole time to the care of your health ; which, 
hitherto, indeed, your assiduous attendance 
upon myself, has but too much prevented. 
You well know the rules which it is necessary 
you should observe for this purpose, and I need 
not tell you that your diet should he light, and 
your exercises moderate ; that you should keep 
your body open, and your mind amused. Be 
it your care, in short, to return to me perfectly 
recovered, and I shall ever afterwards not only 
love you, but Tusculum so much the more ar- 
dently. 

I wish you could -prevail with your neighbour 
to take my garden, as it will be the most effec- 
tual means of vexing that rascal Helico. This 
fellow, although he paid a thousand sesterces 5 
for the rent of a piece of cold barren ground, 
that had not so much as a wall or a shed upon 

it, 

5 About Si. of our money. 
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it, or was supplied with a single drop of water, 
has yet the assurance to laugh at the price I 
require for mine,, notwithstanding all the money _ 
I have laid out upon improvements. . But let 
it be your business to spirit the man into our 
terms, as it shall be mine to make the same 
artful attack upon Otho. 

Let me know what you have done with re- 
spect to the fountain ; though, possibly, this 
wet season 'may now have over-supplied it with 
water. If the weather should prove fair, I will 
send the dial, together with the books you de- 
sire. But how happened it that you took none 
with you ? Was it that you were employed in 
some poetical composition upon the model of 
your admired Sophocles ? If so, I hope you 
will soon oblige the world with your perform- 
ance. 

Ligurius, Caesar's great favourite, is dead. 
He was a very worthy man, and much my 
friend. Let me know when I may expect you ; 
in the mean time be careful of your health. 
FareweL 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVL 

[A, U. 7 08.] 

ToQuintus Valerius Orca 9 . 

I have the strongest attachment to the citi- 
zens of Volaterra', as a body of men, who, 
havirig received great obligations from me, have 
' abundantly returned them- Their good offices, 
indeed, have never been wanting in any season 
of my life, whether of adversity or prosperity. 
But were I entirely void of all personal con- 
nexions with this community, I should, never- 
theless, merely from my great affection to- 
wards yourself, ' and in return to that which I 
am sensible you equally bear for me, most ear- 
nestly recommend them tQ your protection; 
especially as they have, in some sort, a more 
than common claim to your justice. For, in 
the first place, the gods themselves seem to 
have interposed in their behalf, when they so 
wonderfully escaped from the persecutions of 

Sylla; 

9 He was praetor in the year of Rome 59?, and at the ex* 
piration of his office obtained the government of Africa. — 
Upon the breaking out of the civil war, he took possession of 
Sardinia, in the name of Caesar, by whom he was at this time 
appointed one of the commissioners for dividing those estates, 
with which he proposed, upon his return from Spain, to re- 
ward the valour and fidelity -of his soldiers. Pigh. Annal. ii. 
384. 

1 A city in Tuscany. 
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Sylla* : and, in the next, the whole body of the 
Roman people expressed the warmest concern 
for their interest, when I stood forth as their 
advocate in my consulship. For, when the 
tribunes were endeavouring to carry a most 
iniquitous law for the distribution of the lands 
belonging to this city, I found it extremely 
easy to persuade the republic to favour the 
rights of a community which fortune had so 
remarkably protected. And as Ccesar, in the 
Agrarian law, which he procured during his 
first consulate 3 , shewed his approbation of the 
services I had thus performed for them, by ex- 
pressly exempting their lands from all future 
impositions, 1 cannot suppose that he, who is 
perpetually displaying new instances of his ge- 
nerosity, should intend to resume those which 
his former bounty has bestowed. As you have 
followed, then, his party and his power with so 
much honour to yourself, it should seem agree- 
able to your irsual prudence, to follow him 
likewise in this instance of his generosity, or 
certainly, at least, to leave this matter entirely 
to his own decision. One thing I am sure you 

can 

1 They held out a siege of two years against the tToops of 
Sylla, who in vain endeavoured to compel them to submit to 
his edict for the confiscation of therr lands. Quartier. 

3 The law alluded to seems to have been a branch of that 
proposed by Rullus ; an account of which has been given in 
these remarks. See rem. 13. p. 165. vol. I. 

1 
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can by no means doubt ; and that is, whether 
you should wish to fix so worthy and so illus- 
trious a corporation in your interest, who are 
distinguished for their inviolable adherence to 
their friends. Thus far I have endeavoured to 
persuade you to take these people under your 
protection, for your own sake ; but, that you 
may not imagine I have no other plea to urge in 
their favour, I will now request it also for mine. 
You cannot, in truth, confer upon me a more 
acceptable service, than by proving yourself the 
friend and guardian of their interests. I recom- 
mend, therefore, to your justice and humanity 
the possessions of a city which have been hither- 
to preserved by the peculiar providence of the 
gods, as well as by the particular favour of the 
most distinguished personages inthe whole Ro- 
man commonwealth. If it were in my power 
as effectually to serve those who place them- 
selves under my patronage, as it once was, 
there is no good office I would not exert, there 
is no opposition I would not encpunter, in or- 
der to assist the Volaterranians. But I flatter 
myself I have still the same interest with you, 
that I formerly enjoyed with the world in ge- 
neral. Let me entreat you, then, by all the 
powerful ties of our friendship, to give these 
citizens reason to look upon it as a providential 

circumstance, 
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circumstance, that the person who is appointed 
to execute this commission, happens to be one 
with whom their constant patron has the great* 
est influence. Farewel. 

LETTER XVIL % 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Lepta* 

I am glad that Macula has acted agreeably to 
the good offices I have a right to expect from 
him, by offering me the use of his house. I 
always thought the man's Falernian 6 was well 
enough for road-wine, and only doubted whe- 
ther he had sufficient room to receive my reti* 
nue: besides, there is something in the situa* 
tion of his villa that does not displease me.— 
However, I do not give up my design upon 
Petrinum 7 . But it has too many charms to be 
used only as an occasional lodging; its beau* 
ties deserve a much longer stay. 

Balbus is confined with a very severe fit of the 
gout, and does not admit any visitors ; so that 
I have not been able to see him since you left 
Rome. However, I have talked with Oppius 
concerning your request to be appointed one of 

the 

6 This was a favourite wine among the Romans, which 
took its name from Falernus, a little hill in Campania, where 
the grape was produced. 

7 A town in Campania, where Lepta had a villa. 
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the managers of Caesar's games 8 . But, in my 
opinion, it would be most advisable not to un- 
dertake this trouble ; as you will by no means 
find it subservient to the point you have in 
view : for Caesar is surrounded with such a muK 
titude of pretenders to his friendship, that he is 
more likely to lessen, than increase, the num- 
ber ; especially where a man has no higher ser- 
vice to recommend him, than what arises from 
little offices of this kind ; a circumstance, too, 
which Capsar, possibly, may never be acquaint- 
ed with. But if he should, he would look upon 
himself rather as having conferred, than re- 
ceived, a favour. Nevertheless, I will try if 
this affair can be managed in such a manner as 
to give you ^ny reasonable hope that it will 
answer your purpose; otherwise, I think, you 
should be so far from desiring the employment, 
that you ought by all means to avoid it, 

I believe I shall stay some time at Astura 9 , 
as I purpose to wait there the arrival of Cae~ 

sar\ Farewel. 

LETTER 

8 These were games which Caesar proposed to exhibit in 
the several quarters of Home, upon his return from Spain, in 
honour of his victory over the sons of Pompey. Suet, in vit. 
Jul. 

9 A town in the Campagna di Roma, situated near the 
sea-coast, between Civita Vecchia, and Monte Circello, 
where Cicero had a villa. It was about two-years after the 
rfate of this letter, that Cicero was murdered near this vills, 
by the order qf Antony, 

1 From Spain. 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 The LETTERS Book XL 



LETTER XVIIL 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Quintus Valerius Orca 1 , 

I am not displeased to find that the world is 
apprised of the friendship which subsists be- 
tween us. But it is not, you may well imagine, 
from any vain ostentation of this kind, that I 
interrupt you in the honourable discharge of 
that troublesome and important commission 
which Caesar has entrusted to your care. On 
the contrary, notwithstanding that the share I 
enjoy in your affection is so generally known, 
as to occasion many applications to me, yet I 
would not be tempted, by any popular mo- 
tives, to break in upon you in the execution 
of your office. However, I could not refuse 
the solicitations of Curtius, as he is one with 
whom I have been intimately connected from 
his earliest youth. T took a very considerable 
part in the misfortunes he suffered from the un- 
just persecution of Sylla; and when it seemed 
agreeable to the general sense of the people, that 
my friend, together with the rest of those who, 
in conjunction with himself, had been deprived 
both of their fortunes and their country, should 

be 
," See rem. 9. on let. 16. of this B. 
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be restored, at least, to the latter ; I assisted 
him, for that purpose, to the utmost of my 
power. Upon his return, he invested all that 
remained to him from this general wreck, of his 
substance, in the purchase of an estate at Vo- 
laterrae ; of which, if he should be dispossessed, 
I know not how he will support the senatorial 
rank to which Caesar has lately advanced him. 
It would be an extreme hardship, indeed, if he 
should sink in wealth, as he rises in honours ; 
and it seems altogether inconsistent, that he 
should lose his estate in consequence of Caesar s 
general order for the distribution of these lands 
in question ; at the same time, that, by his par- 
ticular favour, he has gained a seat in the se- 
nate. But I will not alledge all that I well 
might, for the equity of my friend's cause, lest, 
by enlarging on the justice, I should seem to 
derogate from the favour of your compliance 
with my request. I most earnestly conjure 
you, then, to consider this affair of Curtius as 
my own ; to protect his interest as you would 
mine in the same circumstances ; and to be as- 
sured, that whatever services you shall thus 
confer upon my friend, I shall esteem as a per- 
sonal obligation to myself. Farewel. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 

[A.U.708.] 

To FaBIUS Gallus*. 

Instances of your friendship are perpetually 
meeting me wherever I turn ; and I have lately, 
in particular, had occasion to experience them 
in regard to my affair with Tigellius^ I per- 
ceive by your letter, that it has occasioned you 
much concern, and I am greatly obliged by 
this proof of your affection. But let me give 
you a short history how the case stands. It 
was Cipius, I think, that formerly said " I am 
" not asleep for every man*? neither am I* 
my dear Gallus, so meanly complaisant as to 
be the humble servant of every minion. The 
truth of it is, I am the humble servant of 
none, and am so far from being under the 
necessity of submitting to any servile com- 
pliances, in order to preserve my friendship 

with 

* This is the same person to whom the 11th letter of the 
first book is addressed. 

3 Tigellius was an extravagant debauchee, who, by his 
pleasantry, his skill in music, his agreeable voice, together 
with his other soft and fashionable qualifications, had ex- 
tremely ingratiated himself with Caesar. 

4 Cipius was a complaisant husband, who, upon some oc- 
casions, would affect to nod, whilst his wife was awake and 
more agreeably employed. But a slave coming into the room 
when he was in one of these obliging slumbers, and attempt- 
ing to carry off a flaggon that stood upon the table, "Sirrah./* 
says he> " non omnibus do/mio" 
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with Caesar's fevou* itea ; that there i» nqt one of 
them, except this Tigellius, who does not treat 
me with greater marks of respect than I ever 
received, even when I was thought to enjoy the 
highest popularity and power. But I think 
myself extremely fortunate in being upon ill 
terms with a man who is more corrupted than 
his own native air*, and whose character is no* 
torious, I suppose, to the whole world, by the 
poignant verses of the satiric Calvus 6 . But to 
kt you see upon what slight grounds he has 
taken offence, I had promised, you must know, * 
to plead the cause of his grandfather Phameas. » 
which I undertook, however, merely in friend- 
ship to the man himself. Accordingly Pha- 
meas called upon me, in order to tell me that 
the judge had fixed a day for his trial : which . 
happened to be the very. same on which I was 
obliged to attend as advocate for Sextius. J 
acquainted him, therefore, that I could AQt pos- 
sibly give him my assistance at the time he men- 
tioned ; but that if any other had been ap* 



9 Tigellme was a native of Sardinia : an island noted for 
ks noxious *it\ See rem. 8. p. 346. vol, ii. \ 

6 Fate seems to have decreed that Tigellius should not 
want a poet to deliver his character down to posterity : for, 
although the verses of Calvus are lost, those of Horace remain, 
in which Tigellius is delineated with all those inimitable 
strokes of ridicule which distinguish the masterly hand of 
that polite satirist. Vid. Hor. satyr, lib. 1. sat. 2 &r 3. 

Vol. III. E 



Digitized by 



Google 



60 The tETTERS Book XL 

pointed, I niost assuredly would not have failed. 
Phameas, nevertheless, in the conscious pride, 
no doubt, of having a grandson that could pipe 
and sing to some purpose, left me with an air 
that seemed to speak indignation. And now, 
having thus stated my case, and shewn you the 
injustice of this songster's complaints, may I not 
properly say with the old proverb, " So many 
" Sardinians, so many rival rogues 7 " 

I beg you would send me your Cato 8 , which 
I am extremely desirous of reading. It is, in- 
deed, some reflection upfon us both, that I have 
not yet enjoyed that pleasure. Farewel. 

LETTER 

7 The literal interpretation of this proverb is, you hate 
Sardinians to sell, each a greater rogue than the other ; but a 
shorter turn has been adopted in the translation, in order to 
bring it nearer to the conciseness of the proverbial style. 
This proverb took its rise (as Manutius observes) from the 
great number of Sardinian slaves with which the markets of 
Italy were overstocked, upon the reduction of that island by 
Titus Sempronius Gracchus, in the year of Rome 512. 

• The character of Cato was, at this time, the fashionable 
topic of declamation at Rome : and every man that pretend- 
ed to genius and eloquence, furnished the public with an in- 
vective or panegyric upon that illustrious Roman, as party or 
patriotism directed his pen. In this respect, as well as in all 
others, Cato's reputation seems to have been attended with 
every advantage, that any man who is ambitious of a good 
name can desire ; for the next honour to being applauded 
by the worthy, is to be abused by the worthless. 
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LETTER XX, 

[A.U.708.] 

To Cluvius - . 

In the visit which, agreeably to our friend- 
ship and that great respect with which you al- 
ways treat me, I received from you upon your 
setting out for Gaul, we had some general dis- 
course relating to those estates in that province 
which are held of the city of Atella b : and I then 
expressed how much I was concerned for the in* 
terest of that corporation. But, in confidence of 
the singular affection you bear me, and in per- 
formance of a duty which it is incumbent upon 
me to discharge, I thought proper to write to 
you more fully upon this affair, as it is, indeed, 
of the last importance to a comm unity with which 
I have the strongest connexions. I am very sen- 
sible, at the same time, both of the occasion and 
extent of your commission, and that Caesar has 
not entrusted you, in the execution of it, with 
any discretionary power* I limit my request, 
therefore, by what I imagine is no less within 

the 

* He was one of the commissioners nominated by Caesar 
for settling the division of the lands for the purposes men- 
tioned in note 9 on let. 16 of this Book. The department as- 
signed to him was Cisalpine Gaul. 

b A city in Campania, situated between Naples and Ca- 
pua: it is now called Santo Arpwo. 
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the bounds of your authority, than I am per- 
suaded it is not beyond what you would be wil- 
ling to do for my sake. In the first place, 
then, I entreat yoy. to bejieve, what is truly the 
fact, that the whole revenues of this corpora- 
tion arise, from tfyese la^ds ip question, and that 
the he^vy impositions vf ith which they are at 
present burthe$ed, have laid them under the 
greatest difficulties* But although, in this pe~ 
spect, they may seem to be in no worse condi- 
tion than many other pities in Italy; yet, be- 
lieve me, their case is unhappily distinguished 
by several calamitous ciroumstynoefr peculiar to 
themselves. I forbear, however, to enumerate 
theip, lest, in lamenting the miseries of my 
friends, I should fce thought to glance at those 
person* whom it is, by no mepis, my design to 
offend. Indeed, if I had not conceived strong 
hopes that I shall be able to prevail with Ca&sar 
in favour of this city, there would be no occa- 
sion for my present very earnest application to 
you. But as I am well persuaded that Caesar 
will have regard to the dignity of this illustri- 
ous corporation; to the zeal which they bear 
for his interest ; and, above all, to the equity 
of their cause ; I ventqre to entreat you to 
leave the decision of this affair entirely to his 
own determination . If I could produce no 

precedent? 
c Caesar was not j$t returned out of Spain. 
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precedent of your having already complied with 
a request of this nature ; it is a request which 
I should have nevertheless havfe made, but I 
hate so much the stronger hopes that you will 
not refuse me in the present instance, as I am 
inforihgd you have granted the sine favour to 
the citizens of Regium". It is true, you have 
some sort of coniiexian with that city. But, in 
jdstice to your affection towards me, I catmot 
but hope* that what you have yielded to your 
owti clients, you Will iiot deny to mine, especi- 
ally as it is for these alone that I solidit you, not- 
withstanding so many others of my friends ate 
in the same situation. I dare say I need not as- 
sure you, that it is neither upon any ambitious 
motives that I apply to you in their behalf, nor 
without having just reason to be their advocate. 
The fact is, I have great obligations to them : 
and there has been no season of my life in whioh 
they have not given me signal proofs of their 
affectioh. As you are sensible, therefore, that 
the interest of this corporation, with which I am 
so strongly connected, is greatly concerned in 
the Success of my present request, I conjure you, 
by all the powerful ties of our mutukl friend- 
ship, and by all the sentiments of your huma-? 

nity, 
4 Now called ftegk), a maritime city in Calabria. 
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nity, to comply with these my intercessions in 
their behalf. If, after having obtained this fa- 
vour, I should succeed likewise (as I have rea- 
son to hope) in my application to Caesar, I shall 
consider all the advantages of that success as 
owing entirely to yourself. Nor shall I be less 
obliged to you though I should not succeed, as 
you will have contributed all in your power, at 
least, that I might. In one word, you will* by 
these means, not only perform a most accept- 
able service to myself, but for ever attach to 
the interest both of you and your family, a 
most illustrious and grateful city^ Farewel. 

LETTER XXL; 

[A. tT. 708.] ' 

To Fabius Gallus. 

Yo u need be in no pain about your letter, So 
far from having destroyed it, as you imagine, 
it is perfectly safe, and you may call for it 
whenever you please. 

Your admonitions are extremely obliging, 
and I hope you will always continue them with 
the same freedom. You are apprehensive, I 
perceive, that if I should render this Tigellius 
my enemy, he may, probably, make me mer- 
rier than I like, and teach me the Sardinian 

laugh. 
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laugh 9 . In return to your proverb, let me pre- 
sent you with another, and adviseyou to " throw 
aside the pencil 1 " For our master* will be here 
much sooner than was expected : and I am afraid 
he should send the man who ventures to paint 
Cato in such favourable colours, to join the hero 
of his panegyric in the shades below. 

Nothing, my dear Gallus, can be expressed 

with greater strength and elegance than that 

part of your letter which begins, " The rest are 

fallen, Sec." But I whisper this applause in 

your 

9 It is said, there was a sea weed frequently found upon 
the coasts of Sardinia, the poisonous quality whereof occa- 
sioned a convulsive motion in the features which had the 
appearance of laughter ; and that hence the Sardinian laugh 
N became a proverb usually applied to those who concealed 
a heavy heart under a gay countenance. Gallus seems to 
have cited this proverb as a caution to Cicero not to be too 
free in his railleries upon Tigellius : and the* re is a peculiar 
propriety in his application of it, as Tigellius was a Sardini- 
an. I must acknowledge, however, that I have departed 
from the sentiments of the commentators, in supposing that 
Tigellius is the person here alluded to : they all imagine, on 
the contrary, that it is Caesar. But this letter seems evi- 
dently to be upon the same subject as the 19th of this book; 
and was, probably, an answer to one which Gallus had writ- 
ten in return to that epistle. 

1 This proverb, Victorious supposes, had its rise from the 
schools of the painters : where the young pupils, who, in the 
absence of their master were amusing themselves, perhaps, in 
, drawing their pencils over the piece on which he was at 
work, called upon each other when they saw him returning 
to lay them aside. Cicero, in the application of this pro- 
verb, alludes to the panegyric which Gallus had written upon, 
Cato. See rem. 8. on the 19th letter of this book. 

* Caesar : who was at this time upon his return from 
Spain, 

E4 
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your ear ; and desire it may be a secret, evert 
to yaur fmedman Apella. Nobody, indted, 
writes in thfe manner except ourselves. How 
far it is to be defended or not, I may consider* 
perhaps another time : but this, at least, is m* 
disputable, that 'it k a style entirely our own. 
Persevere th^a in these compositions, as tbe 
best and surest method of forming yirtir elo- 
<jufcnce. As for myself, I now employ stone 
part evcnofrrtytrightfe, m exerchfes of the same 

kind. FarewrL 

f 

LETTER XXIL 

[A.tJ.TQB.] 

To MAftfctos ftuf mtfjf: 

In th* £6ttfciou$fee& <>f th&t affectibft I beat 
you, and from the proofs I have experienced of 
yours, I 6b not serttpte t6 ask a favour which 
a principle of gratitude obliges me to request* 
To What degree Lvalue Publius Sextius', is a 
circnmfctanefc with which my own heart is best 
acquainted : but how greatly 1 ought tb do so, 
both you and all the world are perfectly well ap- 
prised. As he has been informed by some of 
his friends, that you are, tipoti all occasions ex- 
tremely 

• life was employee! ih a cotAtaissioh of the same kind 
with that of OrCa and Cltivius, to whom the l6th and 20\h 
letters of this book are addressed. 

f See rem. 9. p. l63. ,vol. 1. 
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treftiefy well disposed to oblige me, he has de- 
sired I would write to you in the strongest 
terms ife behalf of Cahirs Albinius, a person of 
senatorian rank. Publius Sextius married his 
daughter : and he has a son by her, who is 
a youth of great merit I mention these cir* 
fcufftst&hces, to let yon see, that Sextius has no 
less reason to be concerned for the interest of 
Albinius, than I have for that of Sextius. But 
to cortfc to the point. 

Mareus Laberius purchased, under an edict 
of Cfcsar, the confiscated estate of Plotius, 
which he afterwards assigned over to Albinius* 
in satisfaction of a debt If I were to say, that 
it is not for the credit of the government to in- 
clude this estate among those lands which are 
directed to be divided ; I might seem to talk 
rather in the style of a man who is dictating, 
than of one who is making a request. But as 
Caesar thought it necessary to ratify the sales 
and mortgages that had been made of those 
estates which were confiscated during Sylla's 
administration, in order to render his own pur- 
chasers of the same kind so much the more se- 
cure ; if these forfeited latids, which were put 
up to auction by his particular order, should 
be included in the general division he is now 
making, will it not discourage all future bid- 
ders ? I only hint this, however, for your own 

judicious 



Digitized by 



Google 



58 The LETTERS Book XL 

judicious consideration. In the mean time, I 
most earnestly entreat you not to dispossess Al- 
binius of the farms which Laberius has thus 
conveyed to him : and be assured, as nothing 
can be more equitable than this request,, sol 
make it in a!ll the warmth and sincerity of my 
heart. It will afford me, indeed, not only much 
satisfaction, but in some sort, likewise, great 
honour, if Sextius, to whose friendship I am so 
deeply indebted, should have a» opportunity, 
through my means, of serving a man to whom 
he is thus nearly related. Again and again, 
therefore, I entreat your compliance ; and as 
there is no instance wherein you can more ef- 
fectually oblige me, so you may depend upoo 
finding me infinitely sensible of the obligation* 
FareweL 

LETTER XXIIL 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Vatinius. 

I am by no means surprised to find that you 
are sensible of my services'. On the contrary, 
I perfectly well knew, and have, upon all occa- 
sions, declared > that no man ever possessed so 

grateful 

3 ' The services here alluded to,'are, probably, those which 
Vatinius solicited in the 12th letter of this book. Cicero's 
answer to that letter is lost, as well as Vatinjus's reply ; but 
the present epistle seems to have been written in return to 
the latter. 
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grateful a heart. You have, indeed, not only 
acknowledged, but abundantly returned my 
good offices ; be assured, therefore, you will al- 
ways experience, in me, the same friendly zeal 
in every other article of your concerns. Ac- 
cordingly, after having received your last tetter, 
wherein you recommend that excellent woman, 
your wife, to my protection 4 ; I immediately 
desired our friend Sura to acquaint her, that if, 
in any instance, she had occasion for: my ser- 
vices, I hoped she would let me know ; and 
that she might depend upon my executing her 
requests with the utmost warmth and fidelity; 
This promise I shall very punctually fulfil : and 
if it should prove necessary, I will wait upon 
her myself. In the mean time I beg you 
would inform her, by your own hand, that I 
shall not look upon any office as difficult, or 
below my character, wherein my assistance 
can avail her : as, indeed, there is no employ- 
ment in which I could be engaged upon your 
account, that I should not think both easy 

and honourable 5 . 

I entreat 

4 If Vatinius was not a more tender husband, than he ap- 
pears to have been a son, this lady might have had occasion 
for Cicero's protection, in some instances, which she would 
not, perhaps, have been very willing to own : for among other 
enormities that are laid to the charge of Vatinius, it is said, 
that he had the cruelty, as well as the impiety, to lay violent 
hands on his mother. Orat. in Vatin. 7. 

5 Who would imagine that this is the same person of whom 
Cicero has elsewhere said, that " No one could look upon 

him 
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I entreat ydu to settle thfe afflif With Dhlny* 
sius : and any dssufapcg that ydu shall think 
proper to giye him* in my name, I ifrill reli* 
giously perform. But if he should continue 
obstinate, you must e en seize hitii as a pri* 
soner of war 5 to grace your triumphal entfy> 

May a thousand curfees fall upon these Dik 

matiahs for giving you so much trouble!. How* 

£Ver, I join trith you in beiftg well persuaded* 

that you will soon reducfe them to obedience t 

ted as they have AlMys beeh esteemed a war* 

likfe people, their submission will greatly Cod* 

tribute to the glory of youf anii&* FartweL 

LETTER 

u him tf rtfaont a sigh, or speak af him without execration ; 
" that he was the dread af bis neighbours, the disgrace of his 
M kindred 4 , arid the iltteY abhorrthce of the public in g*u6- 
,K tal." Indeed, when Cicero gave this character of Vaiinius, 
he was acting as an advocate at the bar, and endeavouring 
ta destroy his credit as a witness against hh friend and clretif* 
But whatever allowances may be made, in general, for rhe- 
torical exaggerations, yet history shews that,, in the present 
ir&tftnce* Cicero's eloquence dkf not tfansgress the limits ©T 
truth. For Paterculus has painted the character of Vatinius 
in int same disadvantageous colours, and represented him as 
ft* lowest and ittbst Worthiest of tr*en. OW. in Vttfo. WL 
teh Paterc. ii. 69. 
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[A. U. T08.] 
To CoflNIFICtUS 6 . 

It wa$ with great satisfaction I found, by your 
letter, thqtyou &Uow me aplaceiq your thoughts: 
and it is by no means as doubting the Qpnstancy 
of your fviendship, but merely in compliance 
with a customary form, that I entreat you to 
preserve me still in your remembrance 

It k reported that some commotions have 
arisen in Syria : at which I am more alarmed 
upon yqur account thai* our own, as you are 
placed so much nearer to the consequences. As 
to ^fiaijps at Rome, we are enjoying that sort of 
repose which I gjn sure you would be better 
pleased to hear was interrupted by some vi- 
gorous measures for the public welfare. And I 

hope 

* Quiniut Corniflcius, in the year 70S, obtained the prc^ 
consulship of Hlyripuro. In th.e following year he wa,$ re- 
moved from thence into some other province, the name of 
which is unknown: but it appears to have bqeo contiguous 
*9 SyW, In this province, he resided when the present and 
twenty-sixth letter of this book were written to him. He was 
afterwards appointed governor qt Africa ; as appears by se- 
veral letters addressed to him in the next book : and which 
will afford a farther occasion of speaking of him. He had 
greasy dis^ingu^ec} hirnsejf in the art of e\oquen,c* : and is 
supposed to have been the author of those rhetorical pieces 
which are mentioned by Quintilian, as written by a person of 
tku* naro* &igk. dtmL \u *4£. 454. 466, Q,wnt* U> • I • 
1 
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hope it shortly will : as I find it is Caesar's in- 
tention to concert methods for that purpose. 

Your absence has inspired me with the cou- 
rage of engaging in some compositions, which 
otherwise I should scarce have ventured to un- 
dertake : though there are some among them 
which even my judicious friend, perhaps, would 
not disapprove. The last that I have finished 
is upon a subject, on which I have frequently 
had occasion to think that your notions were 
not altogether agreeable to mine : it is an in- 
quiry into the best species of eloquence 7 . Though 
. I must add, that whenever you have differed 
from me, it was always with the complaisance 
of a master-artist towards one who is not wholly 
unskilled in his art. I should be extremely glad 
that this piece might receive your suffrage : if 
not for its own sake, at least for its author's. 
To this end, I shall let your family know, that, 
if they think proper, they may have it tran- 
scribed, in order to send it to you. I imagine, 
indeed, although you should not approve my 
sentiments, yet that any thing which comes 
from my hand, will be acceptable in your pre- 
sent inactive situation. ' : 

When you recommend your character and 
honours to my protection, it is merely, I dare 

say, 

7 This is,, probably, the same piece, of which an account 
bas been given in rem. 10. on let. 15. Book 10. 
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say, for the sake of form, and not as thinking 
it in the least necessary. Be assured, the affec- 
tion which, I am persuaded, mutually subsists 
between us, would be sufficient to render me 
greatly zealous in your service. But abstract- 
edly from all motives of friendship, were I to 
consider only the noble purposes to which you 
have applied your exalted talents, and the great 
probability of your attaining the highest dig- 
nity in the commonwealth 8 : there is no man 
to whom I should give the preference in my 
good offices, and few that I should place in 
the same rank with yourself. Farewel. 

LETTER XXV. 

[A. U. 708.] 

CuRius 5 to Cicero. 

I look upon myself as a sort of property, the 
possession of which belongs, 'tis true, to At-- 
ticus; but all the advantage that can be derived 
from it is wholly yours. If Atticus, therefore, 
were inclined to dispose of his right in me, I 
am afraid he could only pass me off in a lot with 
some more profitable commodity : whereas, if 
you should have the same inclination, how 
greatly would it enhance my value to be pro- 
claimed 

9 The consular office. 

5 See rem. 6. p. 36l. vol.ii. 
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claimed as one entirely formed ii*to what he is, 
by your care and kindness ? I entreat you then 
to continue to protect the work of your own 
hands, and to recommend me in the stronge&t 
terms to the successor of Sulpiciua in this pro- 
vince 6 . This will he the surest means of put-? 
ting it in my power to obey your commands of 
returning to you in the spring : as it will faci- 
litate the settling of my affairs in such a man- 
ner, that I may be able, by that time, to trans~ 
port my effects, with safety, mto Italy. But I 
hope, my illustrious friend, you will not com- 
municate this letter to Atticus : for as he ima-* 
gines I am much too honest a fellow to pay the 
same compliment to you both ; suffer him, I 
beseech you, to remain in this favourable error. 
Adieu, my dear patron, and salute Tiro in my 
name, 

Oct. the 29th. 

LETTER XXVL 

[A.U.708.] 
To CoRNIFICItfS. 

1 shall follow the same method in answering 

your letter, which I have observed that you great 

orators sometimes practise in your replies, and 

begin with the last article first. You accuse 

me 
6 Greece, 
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me, then, of being a negligent correspondent; 
but, believe me, I have never once omitted writ- 
ing whenever any of your family gave me no- 
tice that a courier was setting out to you. 

I have so high an opinion of your prudence, 
that I expected you would act in the manner 
your very obliging letter assures me you intend, 
and that you would not determine your mea- 
sures, till you should know where this paltry 
Bassus 7 designed to make an irruption, I en- 
treat you to continue to give me frequent in- 
telligence of ail your purposes and motions, as 
well as of whatever else is going forward in* 
your part of the world. 

It was with much regret that I parted with' 
you, when you left Italy; but I comforted 
myself in the persuasion, that you were not only 
going into a scene of profound tranquillity, but 
leaving one that was threatened with great com- 
motions. The reverse, however, has proved to 
be the fact, and war has broken out in your 
quarters, at the same time that it is extinguish- 
ed in ours. But the peace we enjoy is attended, 
nevertheless, with many disgusting circum- 
stances, and disgusting, too, even to Caesar him- 
self. 

7 Csccilius Bassus was a Rpman knigbt of the Pompeian 
party, who, after the battle of Pharsalia, fled into Syria ; 
where he was, at this time, raising some very formidable 
•ommotions against the authority of Caesar. Dio. xlvii, p. 342. 

Vol. III. F 
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spjfc %t hike oertam eogscquepce, indeed, of all 
civil ware, that the vanquished must not only 
submit te the will of thfe victor, but to the will 
of those 3tl*o who assisted hint in his conquest. 
JJutI am now become so totally callous, that I 
saw Bursa*, the other day, at the games which 
CfcftR* •exhibited, without the feast emotion; 
and was present with equal patience at th* 
forces of Publius and Laberius 9 . In short, I 
am sensible of nothing so much as of the want 
of a jttdipioua friend with whom I may freely 
laugh at what is thus passing amongst us. And 
such a friend I shall find in you, if you wilt 
hasten your return hither; a circumstance 
which I loafc upon to he as much your own 
intetest, as 1 am sure it is mine. jFarewel. 

LETTER 

* Cif ejo's inveterate *?»W3fc who ***** bean banished $pnae 
years before, bu,t bad lately been recalled by Caesar. See 
rem. 5. p. 26$. vol. 1. 

9 For an account of l^V* 1 ?" 8 * see refi. 1. p. 223. vol. %. 
Publius Syrus had, likewise, distinguished himself upon the 
Roman stage in those buffoon pieces which they called their 
mimes. But, although these rival poets and actors were both, 
of them excellent in their way; yet, it appears, that their 
Rumour was too low and inelegant to "suit the just and re- 
ined tasfo of Cicere> J&qcroh. Sqtur^ \i. f. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

[A.U.TO8.} 
To DoiABEiLA. 

I rejoice to find that Bate* has* changed its 

nature, and is become, an a stiddea, so won* 

drous salutary*. Butv perhaps, it id only ia 

complaisance to my friend, that it thus sua* 

pends its usual effects, and will resume its 

routed qualities the moment yoo depart I 

shall not be surprised, should th& provt to be 

the case ; nop wonder, indeed, if heaven and 

earth should aher their general tendencies^ for 

the sake of a man who has so much to reconw 

mead hhui to the favour of both\ 

I did 

* See rem. 7* p* 234. vol. it. 

3 Dorabella had probably informed Cicero, in a letter from 
Bake, of the salutary effects he experienced from the waters 
of that place ; in answer to which, Cicero plays upon the- 
ambiguous meaning of the word stdvbres, and applies,, in * 
moral sense, what Dolabella had used in a medicinal. 

* If no other memoirs of these times remained than what 
might be collected from the letters of Cicero, it is certain,: 
they would greatly mislead us in our notions of the principal , 
actors* who now appeared, upon- tlje theatre of the Roman 
republic. Thus, for instance, who would imagine that the 
person here represented a* interesting heaven and earth in 
his welfare, was, in fact, a monster of lewdness and inhu- 
manity ? But how must the reader's astonishment be raised* 
when he is informed, that it is Cicero; himself, who tells us 
so ? Dolabella — a puero pro diliciis crudelitasfuit, (says our 
author in one of his Philippic orations) deinde ea libidinum 
turpitudo ut in hoc sit semper ipse latatus, quod eafaceret quce 
sibi objici ne ok inimico quidem possent verecundo. If this was 

F 2 a true 
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I did not imagine, that I had preserved, 
among my papers, the trifling speech which I 
made in behalf of Deiotarus 4 ; however, I have 
found it, and sent it to you, agreeably to your 
request. You will read it as a performance, 
which was, by no means, of consequence enough 
to deserve much care in the composition ; and, 
to say truth,. I was willing to make my old 
friend and host a present of the same indelicate 
kind with, his own. ; 

j May you ever preserve a virtuous and a gene- 
rous mind J ; that the moderation and integrity 
of your conduct/ may prove a living reproach 
ta the violence and injustice of some others 
amongst our contemporaries ! FareweL 

LETTER 

a true picture of Dolabella, what shall be said in excuse of 
Cicero, for having disposed of his daughter to him in mar- 
riage ? Should any too partial advocate of Cicero's moral 
character endeavour to palliate this unfavourable circum- 
stance, by telling us, that he had never enquired into Dola- 
bella' s conduct, might it not justly be suspected, that he 
meant to banter ? Yet, this is the very reason which Cicero ' 
himself assigns, in the oration from whence the above pas* 
sage is cited. Et hie, dii immor tales / cdiquando fuit tneusf 
occulta enim erat vitia non inquirenti. Strange ! that a 
man who loved his daughter even to a degree of extrava- 
gance, should be so careless in an article' wherein her hap- 
piness- But I need not finish the rest; where facts speak 

for themselves, let me be spared the pain of a comment, 
Vid. Philip, xi. 14. 

4 See rem. 2. p. 329* vol. u 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

[A.U.709.] 

Vatinius to Cicero, 

I have not been able to do any thing to the 
purpose, with regard . to your librarian, Dio- 
nysius 1 ; and, indeed, my eudeavours have hi- 
therto proved so much the less effectual, as the 
severity of the weather, which obliged me to 
retreat out of Dalmatia, still detains me here. 
However^ I will not desist till I have gotten 
him into my custody. But surely I am -always 
to find some difficulty or other in executing 
your commands, why else did you writf to me-r^ 
I know not what, in favour of CatiUus 1 ? But 
avaunt, thou insidious tempter, with thy dan- 
gerous intercessions ! And our friend Servi- 
lius, tooj (for mine my heart prompts me to call 
him, as well as yours ,) is, it seems, a j^t pe- 
titioner with you in this request • Is it usual, 
then, I should be glad to know, with yoy> 
orators, to be the advocates of such clients, 
and in such causes ? Is it usual to plead in 

behalf 

x See let. 12. p. 33. of this vol. '' ' 

2 This man was quaestor in the year 702 f and, during the 
civil war, was entrusted with some naval command ;'but it 
appears, by the present letter, that he had turned pirate, and 
committed great cruelties and -depredations upon tho coasts 
of lllyricuia. Pigh. Annal. ii. 421. 

F'3 - 1 *"' '• : . 
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behalf of the most cruel of the human race? in 
defence of a inan who has murdered our fellow- 
citizens, plundered their houses, ravished their 
wives, and laid whole regions it} desolation? 
This worthless wretch had the insolence, like- 
wise, to take up arms against myself; and he 
is now, ! tis true, my prisoner. But teH me, my 
•dear Cicero, in what manner can I act in this 
affair ? I would not willingly refuse any thing 
to ^our request ; and,' as f&r as my Qwn private 
-resentment is concerned, I will, in compliance 
AVith your desires, remit the punishment I in- 
tended. But what shall I answer to those un- . 
happy sufferers, who require satisfaction for 
the loss of their effects, and the destruction of 
their ships ? who call for vengeance ori'the mur- 
derer of their brothers, their children; and their 
paieiits ? Believe me; if I had succeeded to the 
impudence as well as to the office of Appius*, 
I could- not have the assurance to withstand 
their cries for justice. Nevertheless, I will do 
every thing that lies hi my ~ power to gratify 
- your 

"• i * Mariutlns t»bserves, w that* this 'is "not the same Appius to 
i^om the letters in the 3d book are addressed ; and refers to 
a passage in Valerius Ma^imus, to, prove, that he perished 
early in (he qiv.il wars. Biut so he, undoubtedly might ; and, 
nevertheless, he the sajne pejaon here alluded to ; for it fay 
no means appears when, or in what post it was, that Vatinius 
succeeded i;o $1$ Appius in question.. Impudence, it is cer- 
tain, was in the number of $iose qualities, which distinguished 
that Appius to whom the lexers above-mentioned are written* 
Fid. Ad Att. iv. 18. 
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your mtUaatidn* He h to bd defended at Ms 
trial by Volteita* and* if tea prcttecotof^ cob 
bd vanquished by eloquento, there fa grtat resv- 
soti to exptect that the fared of yoir distiipttfs 
jrhetortc tf ill put thorn ta flight: 

\ depend upomyfcu* being my advi^AMstt 
R9i»^ if thrtte should be any ob&aaofr Catttof, 
indeed, has not; yet dove ibe the jtobio* tfo 
novdibr a public. tbankdgiTing, forth* sud- 
ces$ of my arms in D&lmdftiat 5 ad if y m tttitth r I 
wetf* toot entitled toskoftr* alnd raightttdt jq*riy 
ektfi* the honour of a triainph ! Bat a* th*#fc 
asf $bovd thrtiescore cities that hafce*titeWi 
into a» alteonae with the Dalnratiknty tetfkfc* 
the twenty of tVhtch that oquttdly vmetttltf 
etfistaeiL : if I ,aat not tci be hotaottWct #fcfr * 
pu^Ho tbwJc^givi^ tilt I shall hm takftfr 
i&vety ;ofce of thewcoBsidstadbtetow^ laWfty 
no swam upon equal tevmswicbaht t&it o£ouf 



Immediately after the senate had tfpp*ift*ctf 
the former thanksgivings for ttty VfctotitS 4 , I 

marched 

4 Hwt*i» #>m difllc*Tty hV fecondliiig' what : Vatinius 
bane* sfcyr of a? stippfceation h'avittg been decreed by fhe se- 
aate> wtotiuhe compla&fit fte makes 4 attove against* Caesar, for 
kaviflg Aefayetf t<v move the* house fii* tforf purpose. Some 
tf the'coittrtteiWatdra* tfterefore*, ha+H'Afe|kgCe4-, that this i$ 
the beginning of a distinct- let lef; itad' otfcefs*, that Tt'is a 
postscript, written a considerable distance of time from the 
body of the epistle. But Mr. Ross has offered, I think, a 
much better solution, by supposing that the thanksgiving, 
F 4 mentioned 
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marched into Dalmatia, where I attacked; and 
made myself master of, six of their towns. — 
One of these, which was of very considerable 
.strength, I inight fairly say that I took four 
several times : for it was surrounded by a for- 
tification, consisting of four different walls, 
,which were defended by as many forts; through 
all which I forced my way to the citadel, which 
I likewise compelled to surrender. But the ex- 
cessive severity of the cold, together with the 
deep snows that fell at the same time, obliged 
me to retreat ; so that I had the mortification, 
my dear Cicero,, to find .myself under the ne- 
cessity of abandoning my conquests, just as I 
was upon the point of finishing the war. I 
entreat you, then, if occasion should require, 
to be my advocate with Caesar, and in every 
other respect to take my interest under your 
protection ; in the assurance, that no man pos- 
sesses an higher degree of affection for you 
than myself. 

Narona, Dec. the 15th. 

LETTER 

mentioned in the present paragraph, was one which had 
been decreed on account of seme former successes of Vati- 
nius in his province ; and that the thanksgiving, concerning 
which he complains of Caesar's neglect, was one that he was 
now soliciting in honour of those successes in Dalmatia, of 
which he here gives an account. 
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LETTERS 

OF 

MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 

TO 

SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS. 



BOOK XII. 
LETTER I. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Curius 1 . 

3 Tis true, I once both advised and exhorted 
you to return into Italy ; but I am so far from 
being in the same sentiments at present, that, 
on the contrary, I wish to escape myself, 
To some blest clime remote from Pelop's race\ 

My 

1 This is an answer to the 25th letter of (he foregoing 
book. 

a Alluding to the Caesarian party* See rem. 7. p. 3()2. 
vol. ii. 
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My heart, indeed, most severely reproaches me, 
for submitting to be the witness of their un- 
worthy deeds. Undoubtedly, my friend, you 
long since foresaw our evil daya approaching, 
when you wisely took your flight from these 
unhappy regions : for though it must needs be 
painful to bear a relation of what is going for- 
ward amongst us, yet far more intolerable ft 
surely is, to be the sad spectator of so wretch- 
ed a scene. One advantage, at least, you have 
certainty gamed by your absetce : it has spared 
you the mortification of being present at the 
late general assembly for the election of quaes- 
tors. At seven in the morning, the tribunal 
of Quintus Maximus, the consul, as they called 
him 5 , was placed in the field of Mars 4 ; when, 
news being brought of his sudden death, it was 
immediately removed. But Caesar, notwith- 
standing he had taken the auspices 5 as for an 
assembly of the tribes, converted it into that 

of 

3 Csesar (as Manutius observes) abdicated the consulship 
upon his late retprtv from Spain, ami arbitrarily appointed 
Quintus Maximus* together, with Trebonius, consuls for the 
remaining part of the year. Maximus; therefore, not betrtg 
legally elected, Cicero Speaks of hun as one whose title was 
acknowledged only by the prevailing faction. 

4 Where the poll for the election of magistrates was usu- 
ally taken. Ic wa» situated* oo the banks of the Tiber. 

5 No assembly of the people could be regularly held, ner 
any public act performed, till the augurs had declared that 
the omens were favourable for the purpose in agitation; 

I 
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of the cea tunes', and, at »eio tihe after noon, 
.declared Canfciius duly elected consul Be it 
recorded, then, that, during the consulate of 
Caniuiu^ qo man had time to dine, a?d yet 
that there waft Qot a single disturbance of any 
kifcd committed : for he was a magistrate, you 
mu^t know, of such wonderful vigilance, that 
he never once slept throughout bis whole ad- 
ministration The truth of it is, his administra- 
tion continued only to the end of the year, and 
botji Ofcpifed the very next morning. But, ridi- 
culous ^th«se transactipns may appear to you, 
who are placed at so great a distance from 
.them, believe w» % yow could *ot refrain from 
tears, if you were to s$e them in all their true 
guul odiflW. qojaurs. How would you be af- 
,f#tf e4 $¥$**, ^ere I to *nentiou the numberless 
iQStzupcfs of thqsame arbitrary kind which daily 
• ( ; , occur ! 

6 T|e* eiUzena of Rome weft c**t into tare* geaeral di- 
visions ; into centuries, into curse, and into tribes. Some 
account of tht two latter has beef* already given in ram. 50. 
p. 30$* and rem. 7. p. 4tf4> vok.i. Tfce former was an ir>- 
stitution of Servius Tullius, who distributed the people into 
193 centuries, according to the value of their respective po*- 
sessions, 'fhesc companies had a vote in all questions that 
came before the people assembled in this manner, and the 
majority of voices in each determined the suffrage of that 
particular century. But, as the patrieians and the wealthiest 
citizens of the republic filled up QS of these 189 classes, the 
inferior citizens were consequently deprived of all weight in 
the public deliberations. The praetors, consuls, and censors 
were elected by the people assembled in centuries ; but the 
quaestors, aediles, and tribunes, were chosen in an assembly 
of the tribes. Dion. Halicam. iv. 20. 
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occur ! For my own part, they wttild be ut- 
terly insupportable to me, had I not taken re- 
fuge in philosophy, and enjoyed, likewise, that 
friend 7 of ours for the companion of my stu- 
dies, whose property \ you tell me, you are 1 .— 
However, since you assure me, at the same 
time, that all the benefit which can arise from 
you belongs solely to myself, I am perfectly 
well contented; for what can property give 
more ? 

Acilius, who is sent into Greece, at the head 
of some legions, as successor to Sulpicius, has 
great obligations to me'; for I successfully de-. 
fended him in two capital prosecutions, before 
the commencement of our public . troubles. 
He is a man of a very grateful disposition, and 
one who, upon all occasions, treats me with 
iftuch regard. Accordingly, I herewith send 
you a letter, which I have written to him in 
your favour, in the strongest terms ; and I de- 
sire you will let me know what promises he 
shall give you in consequence of my recom- 
mendation. FareweL 

LETTER 

7 Atticus. 

• See the beginning of Curius's letter to Cicero, p. 63. of 
this vol. 
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LETTER II. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Auctus 9 , Proconsul. 

In confidence of that share you allow me in 
your esteem, and of which you gave me so ma* 
ny convincing proofs, during the times we con* 
tinued together at Brundisium 1 , I claim a sort 
of right of applying to you upon any occasion 
wherein I am particularly interested. I take 

the 

9 The commentators imagine that this person is the same 
whom Cicero mentions in the foregoing letter to have suc- 
ceeded to Sulpicius in the government of Greece ; and that, 
therefore, either instead of Auctus, the true reading is Aci- 
lius, or that be was called Acilius Auctus. But, though it 
is altogether impossible to determine who the person was to 
whom this letter is addressed, or in what year it was written, 
yet it seems highly probable that Acilius and Auctus were 
different men ; for Cicero, in the preceding epistle, mentions 
Acilius as one on whom he had conferred some very impor- 
tant services : whereas, in the present letter, Cicero appears to 
have been the person obliged* Now it is by no means credi- 
ble that our author, if he had ever done any good offices to 
Auctus, should have been totally silent upon a circumstance 
which would have given him a much higher claim to the fa- 
vour he was requesting, than any which he produces. And 
the incredibility grows still stronger, when it is remembered 
that Cicero never fails to display his services upon all occa- 
sions in which he can with any propriety mention them, Btlt 
on which side soever of this question the truth may lie, it is 
a point of such very little consequence, that perhaps it will 
scapce justify even this short remark. 

1 Probably during Cicero's residence in that city, upon 
his return into Italy, after the battle of Pharsalia ; an account 
of which has been given in the foregoing observations, 

4 
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the liberty, therefore, of writing to you, in be- 
half of Marcus Cnrms, a merchant at Patrae, 
with whom I am most intimately united. Ma- 
ny are the good offices which have mutually 
passed between us; and, what indeed is of the 
greatest weight, they reciprocally flowed ftonx 
the most perfect affection. If, then, you hare 
reason to promise yourself any advantage from 
my friendship ; if you are inclined to render 
the obligations you have formerly conferred 
upon me, if possible, even still more valuable; 
in a word, if you are persuaded that I hold a 
place in the esteem of every person in your fa- 
mily, let these considerations induce you to 
comply with my request in favour of Curius. 
Receive hina> I conjure you, under your pro- 
tectioiv and 1 preserve both his person and hts. 
property from every injury and every inconve- 
nience to which they may be exposed. In the 
mean time; I will venture to assure you my- 
self (what all your family wilt,. 1 doubt not^ 
confirm) that you may depend upon deriving- 
great satisfaction from my friendship, as. welt 
as much advantage from the faithful returns of 
my gratitude* FareweL 

LETTER 
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LETTER III. 

To Cubius. 

Your letter affords me a very evident proof 
that I possess the highest share of your esteem, 
and that you are sensible how much you are 
endeared to me in return j both which I have * 
ever been desirous should be placed beyond a 
doubt. Since, then, we are thus firmly assured 
of each other's affection, let us endeavour to 
vie in our mutual good offices ; a contest in 
which I am perfectly indifferent on which side 
the superiority may appear. 

I am well pleased that you had no occasion 
to deliver my letter to Acilius*. I find, like- 
wise, that you had not much for the services 
of Sulpicius ; having made so great a progress, 
it seems, in your affairs, as to have curtailed 
them (to use your own ludicrous expression) 
both of head Midfeet. I wish, however, you 
had spared the latter, that they wight proceed a> 
little faster, aod give us an opportunity of one 
day seeing you again in Rome* We want you> 
indeed, in order to preserve that good old vein 
of pleasantry which is now, you may perceive,. 

well-nigh 
* See the latter end of the first letter in this book. 
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well-nigh worn out amongst us : insomuch that 
Atticus may properly enough say, as he often, 
you know used, " if it were not for two or 
" three of us, my friends, what would become 
11 of the ancient glory of Athens !" Indeed, 
as the honour of being the chief support of 
Attic elegance devolved upon Pomponius*, when 
you left Italy ; so, in his absence, it has now 
descended upon me. Hasten your return, then, 
I beseech you, my friend, lest every spark of 
wit, as well as of liberty, should be irrecover- 
ably extinguished with the republic. Farewel, 



BETTER IV. 

[A.U.709.] 
To CORNIFICIUS. 

I have the satisfaction to find, by your very 
obliging letter, that my last was safely deliver- 
ed. I doubted not of its affording you plea- 
sure ; and, therefore, was so much the more un- 
easy lest it should lose its way. You inform me, 
at the same time, that a war is broken out in 
Syria 5 , and that Caesar has given you the go- 
vernment of this province. I wish you much 
joy of your command, and hope success will 

attend 

* Pomponius Atticus, 

3 See rem. 7. on let. 26\ of the preceding book. 
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attend it: as, in full confidence of your wisdom 
and vigilance, I am well persuaded it will; Ne- 
vertheless, I am truly alarmed at what you 
mention concerning the invasion, which* it is 
suspected, the Parthians are meditating* I find 
by your letter, that the number of your forces 
is agreeable to what I should have conjectured : 
I hope, therefore, that these people will not put 
themselves in motion, till the legions which I 
hear are ordered to your assistance, shall arrive. 
But if you should not, even with these supplies, 
find yourself in a condition to face the enemy; 
I need not remind you to follow the njaxim of 
your predecessor Marcus Bibulus, who, you 
know, during the whole time that the Parthians 
continued in your province, most gallantly shut 
himself up in a strong garrison 4 . Yet, after all, 
circumstances will best determine in what man* 
fcer it will be proper for you to act : in the mean 
time I shall be extremely anxious, till I receive 

&n account of your operations. 

As 

4 This seems to be intended as a sneer upon the conduct 
tof Bibulus. Cicero Was governor of Cilicia when Bibulus 
tommanded in Syria, and they both solicited, at the same 
time, the honour of a public thanksgiving for the success of 
their respective arms. Cato gave his suffrage, upon this oc- 
casion* in favour of Bibulus; but refused it to Cicero; a pre* 
ference which extremely exasperated the latter, and which 
was, probably, the principal cause of that contempt with 
which he speaks of Bibulus in the present passage. See vol. ii. 
p. 50. rem. 2. 

Vol. JII. G 
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As I have never omitted any opportunity of 
writing to you, I hope you will observe the 
Same punctuality with respect to me. But 
above all, let me -desire you to represent me 
in ydur letters to yoiir friends and family as 
one who is entirely yours. Farewel. 

LETTER V. 

Decimus Brutus 5 to Marcus Brutus 
and Caiu^'Cassius. 

You will judge toy this letter, in what posture 
our affairs stand. I received a visit yesterday 

iii 

s Decimus Brutus, of the same family with Marcus Bru- 
ttis, served xrhder Caesar inlhe wars hi Gaul : at the end of 
\*bkh, iti the yea r 70S, fa* returned to Rome, and was chosen 
one of the city quaestors. It does not appear that he distin- 
gutihed -himself by arty ifrmg remarkable, till he engaged 
wkh Marcus "Brutus and Cassius in tb« conspiracy against 
liis friend and benefactor. This was executed, as all the 
world knows, by st&bfetog Caesar in the senate, on the ides, 
or the 15th of March, a few weeks before the present letter 
was written. When one considers the characters of those 
vtbo were the principal actors in this memorable tragedy, it 
is astonishing that they should have looked no farther fctian 
merely to the taking away of Caesar's life : as if they ima- 
gined, that the .government must necessarily return into its 
proper channel, as soon as the person who had obstructed its 
course, was removed. They were altogether, therefore, un- 
prepared for those very probable contingencies which they 
ought to have hajd in view, and which accordingly ensued. 
Whatever then may be determined as to the patriotism of the 
fact itself, it was, unquestionably, conducted, as Cicero fre- 
quently and justly complains, by the weakest and most im- 
politic counsels. Antony, (who was at this time consul) al- 
though 



Digitized by 



Google 



Book XIL of CICERO. 83 

in the evening from Hirfiufi*, who convinced 
me of Antony's extreme perfidy and ill inten- 
tions towards us. He assured Hirtius, it seems, 
that he could by no means consent I should 
take possession of the province, to which I have 
been nominated 7 ; and that both the army and 
the populace were so highly incensed against 
us, that he imagined we could none of us con- 
tinue with any .safety in Rome. You are sen- 
sible, I dare say, that both these assertions are 
as absolutely false, as that it is undoubtedly 
true, what Hirtius added, that Antony is ap- 
prehensive if we should gain the least increase 
of power, k will be impossible for him and his 
party to maintain their ground. I thought, 
under these difficulties, the most prudent step 
Z could take, for our common interest, would 

be 

though fce thought proper, at ftcst, to carry a fair appearance 
towards the conspirators, yet secretly raised such a spirit 
against them, that they found it expedient to withdraw from 
Home. Brutus abd -Cassias retired to JUwjuvium, a villa be- 
longing to the former, about fifteen miles from the city : a£ 
which place they probably were, when Oecimus Brutus, who 
had not yet left Rome, wrote the following letter. 

* Hirtius was warmly attached to Cesar, and extremely 
regretted his death * but as he was disgusted with Antony, and 
perhaps jealous too of bis rising power, he seems to have op- 
posed the cause he approved, merely from a spirit of personal 
pique and envy. Vid. Ad.Att. xiv. 22. xv. 6. 

7 Caesar, a short time before his death, had nominated 
Decimus Brutus to the government of Cisalpine Gaul, and 
Antony to that of Macedonia. But as Gaul lay more con- 
veniently for Anton) 's present purposes, his design was to 
procure the administration of it for himself. 

G2 
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be to request that an honorary legation 8 might 
be decreed to each of us ; in order to give some 
decent colour to our leaving Rome. Accord- 
ingly, Hirtiushas promised to obtain this grant 
in our. favour ; though I must add, at the same 
time, such a spirit is raised against us in the 
senate, that I am by no means clear he will be 
able to perform his engagement- And should 
he succeed, yet I am persuaded it will not be 
long ere they declare us public enemies, or at 
least sentence us to banishment. It appears to 
me, therefore, our wisest method, in the present 
conjuncture, to submit to Fortune, and with- 
draw to Rhodes, or to some other secure part 
of the world. We may there adjust our mea- 
sures ta public circumstances, and either return 
to Rome, or remain in exile, as affairs shall 
hereafter appear with a more or less inviting 
aspect : or if the worst should happen, we may 
have recourse to the last desperate expedient*. 
Should it be asked, " why not attempt some- 
" thing at present, rather than wait a more 

" distant 
9 The senators could not be long absent from Rome with- 
out leave of the senate. When their private affairs, therefore, 
required their attendance abroad, it was usual to apply for 
what they called a tegatio libera, which gave a sanction to 
their absence, and invested them with a sort of travelling title, 
that procured them the greater respect and honours in the 
countries through which they passed, and in the place where 
they proposed to reside* 

* That is, (as the commentators explain it) by arming 
the slaves, throwing open the prisons, and raising foreign na- 
tions in their defence. 
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*' distant period ?" My answer is, because I 
know not where we can hope to make a stand, 
unless we should go either to Sextus Pom- 
peius 9 , or to Caecilius Bassus 1 . It is probable; 
indeed, that when the news of Caesar's death 
shall be spread through their respective pro* 
vinces, it may much contribute to strengthen 
their party ; Tiowever, it will be soon enough 
to join them, when we shall know the state of 
their forces, 

If you and Cassius are desirous I should en- 
ter into any engagement on your behalf, I shall 
very readily be your sponsor: and, indeed, it 
is a condition which Hirtius requires. I desire, 
therefore, you would acquaint me with your re* 
solution, as soon as possible : for I expect, be- 
fore ten o'clock, to receive an appointment from 
Hirtius to meet him upon these affairs. Let me 
Jonow, at the same time, wh<jre I shaU fipd you. 

A * 

9 Sextus Pompeius, the younger son of Pompey, was in 
Corduba, when his brother Cneius gave battle to Caesar, 
Cneius attempting to make his escape, after the total, defeat 
of his army, was killed by some of the conqueror's soldiers i 
but Sextus, upon the enemy's approach, in order to lay siege 
to Corduba, secretly abandoned that city, and concealed 
himself till Caesar's return into Italy. The latter had no 
sooner left Spain, than Sextus collected his broken forces : 
and a short time after this letter was written, he appeared at 
the head of no less than six legions, Hirt, de Bel. Hisp. 
JHo. pag. 274. 

1 An account of him- has already been given in rem. 7- 
p. 65. of th^s vol, 

Q 3 
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As 806ft as HirtiuB shall have given me his 
final answer, I purpose to apply to the senate, 
that a guard may be appointed to attend us in 
Home. I do not suppose they will comply with 
this request, as owr appearing to stand in need 
of such a protection, will render them extremely 
odious. But how successful soever my demands 
may prove, I shall not be discouraged from 
making such as I think reasonable. Farewei 

LETTER VI. 

[A.U.709.J 

To Tiro. 

Notwithstanding I wrote this morning by 
Harpatus, and nothing new has since occurred : 
yet I cannot forbear making use of this oppor- 
tunity of conveying a second letter to you 
upon the same subject i not, however, as en- 
tertaining the least distrust of your care, but be- 
cause the business in which I have employed 
you, is of the last importance to me*. My whote 

desiga 

* As Cicero was known to favour the conspirators, he did 
pot think it prudent to trust himself in Rome after Brutus 
and Cassius had found it necessary to withdraw from thence : 
and, accordingly, he soon afterwards followed their example, 
by retiring into the country. His intention at this time was,, 
to make a tour into Greece for a few months; and with that 
view he had dispatched Tiro to Rome, in order to call in the 
several monies which were due to him, and likewise to tits*- 
charge some debts which heiutd himself contracted. 
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design, indeed, in parting with you was, that 
you might thoroughly settle ray affairs. I de- 
sire, therefore, in the first place, that the de- 
mands of Otillius and Aurdius may be satisfied. 
Your next endeavour must be to obtain part, ' 
at least, if you cannot procure the whole, of 
what is due to me from Flaroma : and particu- 
larly insist on his making this payment by the 
$rst of January 1 . With regard to t^at debt 
which vas assigned over to qie; I beg you 
would exert your utmost diligence to recover 
it; but, as to the advance-payment of the 
other not yet due, I leave you to ajct aa you 
shall judge proper. A&d this much for my pri- 
vate concerns. As to those of the public, I 
desire you would send me all the certain intel- 
ligence you can collect Let me know what 
Octavius 4 and Antony are doing ; what is the 

general 

* When th« new consul* were to enter upon their office ^ 
by which time, Cicero proposed to return to Rome.. 

4 Octavius, who was afterwards known and celebrated by 
the name of Augustus Caesar, was the son of Attia, Julius 
Caesar's niece. His uncle, who designed him for the heir, 
both of his power and his fortunes, had sent him, about six 
months before his death, to Apollonia, a learned seminary of 
great note in Macedonia. In this place he was to prosecute 
his studies and exercises, till Caesar, who proposed he should 
accompany him in his intended expedition against the Par- 
thians, should call upon him in his march to that country. 
But as soon as Octavius was informed of the death of Caesar, 
and that he had appointed him his heir, he immediately has- 
tened to Rome : and the eyes of every body, but particularly 
of Cicero, were now attentively turned towards him, in order 
G 4 to 
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general opinion of Rome ; and what turn you 
•imagine affairs are likely to take. I can scarcely 
forbear running into the midst of the scene : 
but I restrain myself, in the expectation of your 
letter. 

Your news concerning Balbus, proves true ; 
he was at Aquinum at the time you were told ; 
and Hirtius followed him thither the next day, 
I imagine they are both going to the waters of 
Bai© : but let me know what you can discover 
of their motions. 

Do not forget to remind the agents of Dola* 

bella ? : nor to insist upon the payment of what 

is due from Papia. FareweL 

LETTER 

to discover in what manner he would act in this very critical 
situation, both of his own affairs, and these of the republic. 
Dio.p. 271. Appian.Bel. Civil, ii. 

5 It appears by the letters written to Atticus at this time, 
that Cicero had some considerable demands upon Dolabella; 
which arose, it is probable, from the latter not having yei 
returned the whole of Tullia's portion, agreeably to the Ro-» 
man laws in cases of divorce. 
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LETTER VII, 

[A. U. 709.] 

i 
. To BlTHYNICUS** 

jl have many reasons to wish that the repuln 
lie may be restored : but, believe me, the proV 
raise you give me in your letter, renders it stifl 
more ardently my desire. You assure me, if that 
happy event should t^ke place, you will con- 
secrate your whole time to me: an assurance 
which I received with the greatest pleasure, as 
it is perfectly agreeable to the friendship in 
which we are united, and to the opinion which 
tfiat excellent man your father 7 entertained of 
me. You have received more considerable 
services, I confess, from the men who are, or 
lately were, in power, than any that I have been 
capable of conferring upon you : but, in all other 
respects, there is no person whose connexions 
with you are of a stronger kind than my own. 
Jt is with great satisfaction, therefore, that I find, 

you, 

. * This person is supposed, by Manutius, to be the son of 
Quintus Pompeius, who obtained the name of Bithynicus, 
in honour of his conquest of Bithynia. 

7 Cicero mentions him in his treatise of celebrated ora- 
tors, as one with whom he had enjoyed a particular friend- 
ship. He attended Pompey in bis flight after the battle of 
Pharsalia, and perished with him in Egypt. Cic. de clar* 
or at. ---"••■ 



I 
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you not only preserve our friendship in your re- 
membrance, but are desirous, likewise, of in- 
Creasing its strength. Farewel. 

LETTER VIII. 

[A. U. 709 J 

To Tiro. 

If you should have an opportunity, you may 
register the money you mention : though, in- 
deed, it is an acquisition which it is not abso- 
lutely requisite to enrol 8 . However, it may > 
perhaps, be as well. 

I have received a letter from Balbus, wherein 
he excuses himself for not giving me an account 
of Antony's intentions concerning the law I in- 
quired after ; because be has gotten, it seems, a 
violent defluctiop upon his eyes. Excellent ex- 
cuse, it must be owned ! For if a man is not 
able to write ; most certainly, you know, he 
cannot dictate ! But let the world go as it will, 
so I may sit down quietly here in the country. 

I have written to Bithynicus. — As to what 
you mention concerning Servilius ; you, who 
are a young man, may think length of days a 
desirable circuros.tenx;e ; but> for myself, I hav$ 

no 

s The censors every five years numbered the people : at 
which time each citizen was obliged to give an exact account 
of his estate. But, if in the interval, a man had made any 
new acquisition, he was required to enter it before tke 
prator. 
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no such wish 9 . Atticus, nevertheless imagines, 
that I am still as anxious for the preservation of 
my life as he once knew me ; not observing how 
firmly I have since fortified my heart with all the 
strength of philosophy. The truth of it is* he is 
now seized in his turn with a panic himself; and 
would endeavour to infect me with the same 
groundless apprehensions. But it is my inten- 
tion to preserve that friendship un violated, which 
I have so long enjoyed with Antony 1 : and, ac- 
cordingly, I intend writing to him very soon. I 

shall 

9 Servilius Isauricus died about this time, in an extreme 
old age : Manutius conjectures, therefore, and with great 
probability, that Tiro, in the letter to which the present is 
an answer, had given Cicero an account of this event, and, at 
the same time, expressed his wishes of living to the same ad- 
vanced period. 

1 Both Antony and Cicero seem to have been equally 
unwilling, at this time, to come to an open rupture : but, as 
to a real friendship between them, it is highly probable there 
never had been any. On the part of Antony, at least, there 
were some very strong family reasons to alienate him from 
Cicero. For Antony's father married the widow of Lentu- 
lus, whom Cicero had put to death as an accomplice in Ca- 
tiline's conspiracy ; and he, himself, was married to Fulvia, 
the widow of Clodius, Cicero's most inveterate enemy. These 
alliances must unquestionably have made impressions upon 
Antony's mind, little favourable to sentiments of amity : and, 
probably, contributed, among other reasons, to kindle that 
resentment which terminated in Cicero's destruction : but 
whatever the true motive of their enmity towards each other 
might have been ; the first coolness seems to have arisen on 
the side of Antony: and, if Cicero had resented it with 
.greater moderation, he would have acted, perhaps, with more 
prudence in regard to the public interest, as well as in re- 
spect to his own. Vid. Jd Att. xiv. 19. 
, 1 
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?hall defer my letter, however, till your return: 
but I do not mention this with any design of 
calling you off from the business you are trajis-r 
acting*, and which, indeed, is much more 
nearly my concern. 

I expect a visit from Lepta to-morrow : and 
shall have occasion for all the sweets of your 
conversation, to temper the bitterness with, 
vhich his will be attended. FareweL 

BETTER IX. 

[A. U. 709.] 
ToDOLABELLA, Consul*. 

I -desire no greater satisfaction, my dear Do-? 
labella, than what arises to me from the disin- 
terested part I take in the glory you have lately 
acquired : however, I cannot but acknowledge,. 
I am infinitely pleased to find, that the worldj 
gives me a share in the merit of your late ap- 
plauded conduct I daily meet^ in this place, 

great 

* See rem. 2. p. 86. of this rot, 

3 Caesar bad appointed Dolabelht to succeed him in the 
consulship as soon as he should set out upon his Parthian exr 
pedition ; and, accordingly, Dolabella, upon the death of Cae- 
sar, immediately assumed the administration of that office. 
His conduct in this critical conjuncture had rendered it some- 
what doubtful which side he was most disposed to favour : 
but an accident had lately happened which gave the friends 
of the republic great hopes that he would support the cause 
of the conspirators. Some of Caesar's freed«*eh had erected 
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great numbers of the first rank in Rome, who 
are assembled here for the benefit of their health, 
as well as a multitude of my friends from the 
principal cities in Italy : and they all agree in 
joining their particular thanks to me, with 
those unbounded praises they bestow upon you. 
They every one of them, indeed, tell me, that 
they are persuaded it is owing to your compli- 
ance with my counsels and admonitions, that 
you approve yourself so excellent a patriot and 
so worthy a consul. I might, with strict truth 
assure them, that you are much superior to the 
want of being advised by any man ; and that 
you actions are the free and genuine result of 
your own uninfluenced judgment. But al- 
though I do not entirely acquiesce in their 
compliment, as it would lessen the credit of 
- your conduct, if it should be supposed to flow 
altogether from my suggestions ; yet, neither 
do I wholly reject it : for the love of praise is 
a passiop, which I am apt, you know, some- 
what 

* sort of altar, upon the spot where his body had been 
burnt : at which the populace daily assembled in the most 
tumultuous and alarming manner. Dolabella, in the ab* 
sence of bis colleague Antony, interposed his consular au- 
thority in order to suppress this mob : and having caused 
the altafr to be demolished, he exerted a very seasonable act 
of severity, by commanding the principal ringleaders of the 
riot to be instantly put to death. It was this that produced 
the following letter from Cicef o, written from some place of 
public resort, probably from the Baths of Baise. Dio. p. 
240. 267. Ad AH. xiv. 15. 
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what too immoderately to indulge. Yet, after 
all, to take counsel of a Nestor, as it was an ho- 
nour to the character even of that king of 
> kings, Agamemnon himself, it cannot surely be 
unbecoming the dignity of yours. It is cer- 
tainly, at least, much to the credit of mine, that 
while in this early period of your life 4 , you are 
thus exercising the supreme magistracy with 
universal admiration and applause; you are 
considered as directed by my guidance and 
fonmed by my instructions. 

I lately paid a visit to Lucius Caesar 5 , at Na- 
ples ; aaad though I found him extremely indis- 
posed, and full of pain in every part of his body, 
yet the jnoment I entered his chamber he raised 
himself witoh an air of transport, and without 
allowing himself time to salute me, * Q my 
" dear Cicero, said he, I give you joy of your 
" influence over Dolabella, and had I the same 
" credit with my nephew, -our country might 

"no# 

4 Dolabella was, at this time, no more than twenty-five 
years of age : which was almost twenty years earlier than he 
could legally have offered himself as a candidate for the con* 
tutor dignity ; the Roman laws having very wisely provided 
that no man should foe capable of exercising this important 
office till he had attained the age of forty-two. 

5 He was a distant relation to Julius Caesar, and uncle to 
Mark Antony. Upon the celebrated coalition of the trium- 
virate, he was sacrrfied by Antony to the resentment of Oc- 
tavitis: as, in return, Cicero was delivered up to the ven- 
geance of Antony. But Lucius escaped the consequence of 
this proscription by the means of Julia, Antony's mother. 
Pint, in vit. Ant. T 
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*' now be preserved. But I not only congratu- 
*' Ute your (friend on his worthy conduct, but 
*' desire you would return him my particular 
" acknowledgments : as, indeed, he is the single 
*' consul who has acted with true spirit, since 
%€ you fitted that office." • He then proceeded 
to enlarge upon your late glorious action, re- 
presenting it as equal to the most illustrious and 
important service that ever was rendered to the 
^commonwealth. And in this he only echoed 
the general voice of the whole republic. Suffer 
me, then, to take possession of those encomi- 
ums to which I am by no Cleans entitled, and, 
in some sort, to participate with you in that ge«- 
neraJ applause you have acquired. To be seri- 
ous, however, (for you will not imagine that I 
make this request in good earnest) I would 
much rather resign to you the whole of my own 
glory, (if there be any, indeed, I can justly 
claim) than arrogate to myself the least portion 
of that which is so unquestionably your due. 
For as you cannot but be sensible that I have 
ever loved you, 60 your late behaviour has rais- 
ed that affection into the highest possible ar- 
dour : as, in truth, there cannot be any thing 
more engagingly fair, more irresistibly amiable, 
than the patriot virtues. I need not tell you 
how greatly the exalted talents and polite man- 
ners, 
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ners, together with the singular spirit and pro* 
bity of Marcus Brutus, had ever endeared him 
to my heart* Nevertheless, his late glorious 
achievement on the ides of March, has wonder- 
fully heightened that esteem I bore him : and 
which I had always looked upon as too exalted 
to admit of any farther advance. In the same 
manner, who would have imagined that my 
friendship towards yourself was capable of in- 
crease ? yet it actually has increased so very con* 
siderably, that the former sentiments of my 
heart seem to have been nothing more than 
common affection, in comparison of that trans* 
cendent passion which I now feel for you* 

Can it be necessary that I should either exhort 
you to preserve the glory you have acquired* 
or, agreeably to the usual style of admonition, 
set before your view some animating examples of 
illustrious merit 2 I could mention none for this 
purpose more forcible than your own : and you 
have only to endeavour to act up to the charac* 
ter you have already attained. It is impossible, 
indeed, after having performed so signal a service 
to your country, that you should ever deviate 
fromyourself. Instead, therefore, of sendingyou 
any unnecessary exhortations, let me rather con* 
gratulate you upon thb noble display of your 
patriotism. It is your privilege (and a privilege, 

perhaps, 
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perhaps, which no one ever enjoyed before) to 
have exercised the severest acts of necessary jus- 
tice, not only without incurring any odium, but 
with the greatest popularity ; with the approba- 
tion of the lowest, as well as of the best an£ 
highest amongst us. If this- were a circum- 
stance in which chance had any share, I should 
congratulate your good fortune : but it was the 
effect of a noble and undaunted resolution, un- 
der the guidance of the strongest and most en- 
lightened judgment. I say this, from having 
read the speech you made upon this occasion to 
the people ; and never was any harangue more 
Judiciously composed. You open and explain 
the fact with so much address, and gradually 
rise through the several circumstances in so 
artful a manner, as to convince all the worl<l 
that the affair was mature for your animadver- 
sion. In a word, you have delivered the cbm- 
monwealth in general, as well as the city of 
Rome in particular, from the dangers with 
which they were threatened : and not only per- 
formed a singular service to the present gene- 
ration, but set forth a most useful example for 
times to come. You will consider yourself, 
then, as the great support of the republic ; and 
remember, she expects that you will not oti&y 
protect, but distinguish those illustrious per- 
Vol, III, H sons 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 The LETTERS Book XIL 

$ons 6 tfrho have laid the foundation for the re- 
covery of our liberties. But I hope soon to 
have an opportunity of expressing my senti- 
ments to you more fully upon this subject in 
person. In the mean while, since you are thus 
our glorious guardian and preserver, I conjure 
you, my dear Dolabella, to take care of your- 
self for the sake of the whole commonwealth 7 . 

Farewel. 

LETTER 

* Brutus and Cassias, together with the rest of the con- 
spirators. 

7 Cicero communicated a copy of this letter to Atticus, 
who appears to have much disapproved of those encomiums 
with which it is so extravagantly swelled. The hyperbole, 
indeed, seems to have been the prevailing figure in Cicero** 
rhetoric; and he generally dealt it out, both to his friends 
and to his enemies, with more warmth than discretion. In 
ihe present instance, at least, he was either very easily im- 
posed upon by appearances, or he changed his opinion of Do- 
labella'h public actions and designs, according to the colour 
of his conduct towards himself. Perhaps, both these causes 
might concur, in forming those great and sudden. variations 
which we find in our author's sentiments at this period, with 
respect to the hero of the panegyric before us :. for, in a let- 
ter to Atticus, written very shortly after the present, he 
speaks of Dolabella with high displeasure ; and, in another to 
the sarne person, a few months later, he exclaims against him 
with much bitterness, as one who had not only been bribed 
by Antony to desert the cause of liberty, but who had en- 
deavoured, as far as in him lay, entirely to ruin it. The ac- 
cusation seenw to have been just ; but, it is observable, how- 
ever, that in both the letters referred to, part of Cicero's in- 
dignation arises from some personal ill-treatment which he 
complains of having received from Dolabella. Vid. AdAtP* 
xiv. 18. xvi. 1$* , 
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LETTER X. 

[A.U.T09.] ■ 

To Trebokiusm 

I have recommended my Orator (for that is 
the title which I have given to the treatise I 
promised to send you) to the care of your freed- 
man Sabinus. I was induced to trust it in his 
charge, from the good opinion I entertain of his 
countrymen: if, indeed, I may guess at hip 
country by his name 9 , and he has not, like an 
artful candidate at an election, usurped an ap- 
pellation to which he has no right 1 . However, 

there 

8 Some account has already been given of Trebonius in 
rem. 4. p. 181. vol. ii. Casar, upon his return from Spain, 
in the preceding year, appointed him consul with Quintus Fa- 
bius Maximus; but tbis and other favours of the same kind 
were not sufficient to restrain him from entering into the 
conspiracy which was soon afterwards formed against Caesar's 
life. At the same time, therefore, that Brutus and Cassius 
found it expedient to leave Rome, Trebonius secretly with* 
drew into Asia Minor, which bad before been allotted to him 
as his proconsular province : and he was on his way to that 
government when the present letter was written. Dio. pi 
236, 247- Ad Jit. xiv. 10. 

9 Cicero supposes that Sabinus was so called as being a 
native of Sabinia, a country in Italy, the inhabitants of 
which were celebrated for having long retained an uncor- 
i up ted simplicity of manners. Hanc olim veteres vitam co- 
lucre Sabini, is Virgil's conclusion of that charming descrip- 
tion which he gives of the pleasing labours and innocent re- 
creations of rural life. Georg. ii. 532. 

1 It was an artifice sometimes practised by the candi- 
dates for offices, in order to recommend themselves to the 

H % goojl 



Digitized by 



Google 



160 ThiS LETTERS Book XII. 

there is such a modesty in his countenance,, 
and such an air of sincerity in his conversation, 
that I am much deceived if he does not possess, 
in some degree, at least, the true Sabine simpli- 
city. But not to suffer him to take up any 
Hiore of my paper, I will now turn, my dear 
Trebonius, to yourself. As there were some 
circumstances attending your departure that 
increased the affection I bear towards you, let 
ine entreat' you, in order to sooth the uneasi- 
ness X feel from your absence, to be as frequent 
a correspondent on your part, as you shaft cer-* 
tainfy find me on mine. There are two reasons, 
fndqed, why you ought to be more so; the first 
is, that, as the republic can now no longer be 
Considered as in Rome, but removed with its 
gforkxus defender^ we, who remain here, must 
expect to receive from our provincial friends 
what we used to transmit to them ; an account,, 
X mean, of the comnionwealth^ The next rea- 
son is, because I have many other opportuni- 
ties ia your absence, besides that of writing, to 
give you proofs of my friendship : whereas, 
you have none, I think, of testifying yours, 
but by the frequency of your letters. As to 
aflf other articles, I can wait; but my first and 

most 

good graces of their constituents, to pretend* a kindred to 
which they had no right, by assuming the name of some fit- 
vourite and popular family. Manut. 
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most impatient desire, is to know what sort of 
journey you have had, where you met Brutus*, 
and how long you continued-together. When 
you are advanced farther towards your pro- 
vince, you will acquaint me, I hope, with your 
military preparations, and with whatever else 
relates to our public affairs, that I may be able 
to form some judgment of our situation. J am 
cure, at least, I shall give no credit to any in- 
telligence but what I receive from your hands. 
In the mean time, take care of your health, and 
continue to allow me the same singular share 
of your affection which I have always eiyoyed. 

Tarewel. 

LETTER 

* Brutus had not left Italy when Trebonius set out foj 
Asia, nor did he leave it till several months afterwards-: so 
that the inquiry which Cicero here makes, must relate tx> 
some interview which he supposed that Trebonius might have 
had with Brutus before the former embarked. Vid.AiAtt* 
2iv. 10. 

HS 
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LETTER XL 

[A.U.T09.] 

Trebonius to Cicero 3 . 

I arrived at Athens on the 22d of this 
imonth, where, agreeably to nay wishes, I had 
the satisfaction of finding your son in the pur- 
suit of the noblest improvements, and in the 
highest esteem for his modest and ingenuous 
behaviour 4 . As you perfectly well know the 
place you possess in my heart, you will judge, 
without my telling you, how much pleasure 
this circumstance afforded me. In conformity* 
indeed, to the unfeigned friendship which had 
so long been cemented between us, I rejoice in 
every advantage that can attend you, be it ever 
so inconsiderable; much more, therefore, in 
one so important to your happiness. Believe 
me, my dear Cicero, I do not flatter you when 
I say, there is not a youth in all this seminary 
of learning more ardently devoted to those re- 
fined and elevated arts which are so peculi- 
arly your passion, or who, in every view of his 
character, is more truly amiable, than our 
young man. I call him ours, for, be assured, I 

cannot 

3 This letter seems to have been written before the pre- 
ceding epistle had reached the hands of Trebonius. 

4 See the remarks on let. 37* of this book. 
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cannot separate myself from any thing with 
which you are connected. It is with great 
pleasure, therefore, as well as with strict jus- 
tice, I congratulate both you and myself, that 
a youth for whom we ought to have some af- 
fection, whatever his disposition might be, is of 
a character to deserve our highest. As he inti- 
mated a desire of seeing Asia, I not only in- 
vited, but pressed him to take the opportunity 
of visiting that province whilst I presided there : 
and you will not doubt of my supplying your 
place in evpry tender office of paternal care. 
But that you may not be apprehensive this 
scheme will prove an interruption of those stu- 
dies, to which, I know, he is continually ani- 
mated by your exhortations, Cratippus 5 shall 
be of our party. Nor shalL your son want my 
earnest incitements to advance daily in those 
sciences, into which he has already made so 
successful an entrance. 

I am wholly ignorant of what is going for- 
ward at Rome; only I hear some uncertain 
rumours of commotions amongst you. But I 
hope there is no foundation for this report; that 
we may one day sit down in the peaceful posses- 
sion of our liberties, retired from the noise and 
bustle of the world : a privilege which hitherto 

-it 

5 See rem. 3. p. 171. of this vol. 

H4 
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it has not been my fortune to enjoy. However, 
haying bad a short relaxation from business dur- 
ing ray> voyage to this place, I amused myself 
with putting together a few thoughts, which I 
always designed as a present to you. In this 
performance I have inserted that lively observa- 
tion which you formerly made so much to my 
honour, and have pointed out, by a> note at the 
bottom, to whom I am indebted for the com- 
pliment. If, in some passages of this piece, I 
shoijld appear to have taken great liberties ; I 
shall be justified, I persuade myself, by the cha- 
racter of the man at whom my invective is 
aimed 6 : and you will, undoubtedly, excuse the 
just indignation I have expressed against a per- 
son of such infamous principles. Why, indeed, 
may I not be indulged in the same unbounded 
licence as was allowed to honest Lucilius 7 ? He 
could not be animated with greater abhorrence 
of the vices, which he has so freely attacked ; 
and, certainly, they were not more worthy of 
satire than those against which I have in- 
veighed, 

I hope you will remember your promise, and 
take the first opportunity of introducing me as 
a party in some of your future dialogues. I doubt 
not, if you should write any thing upon the sub- 
ject 

6 Probably at Antony. 

7 See rem. 8. p. 319* vol* ii. 



Digitized -by 



Google 



Boo* XIL of CICERO- 105 

ject of Caesar's death, that you will give an in- 
stance of your friendship and your justice, by 
ascribing to me no inconsiderable share of that 
glorious transaction. 

I recommend my mother and family to your 
good offices, and bid you fareweL 

Athens, May the 25 th. 

LETTER XIL 

4 [A. U. 709.] 

To Matius 1 . 

I know not whether it is with greater pain 
or pleasure, that I reflect on the visit which I 
lately received from our very good friend, the 
well-natured Trebatius* He called upon me 
the next morning after my arrival at Tuscu- 

lum : 

* It is principally owing to this and the following letter, 
that the name and character of Matius are known to poste- 
rity: as he is nowhere mentioned by any of the ancient his- 
torians of this memorable period. His inviolable and disin- 
terested affection to Caesar, together with the generous cou- 
rage with which he avowed that attachment when Caesar was 
no more ; as they strongly mark out the virtues of his heart, 
so they will best appear by' his own spirited reply to the pre- 
sent epistle. But Matius was as much distinguished by his 
genius as his virtues : and he was perfectly well accomplished 
in those arts, which contribute to the innocent pleasure and 
embellishment of human life. Gardening and poetry, in par- 
ticular, seem to have been his favourite amusements : in the 
former of which, his countrymen were indebted to him for 
some useful improvements ; as they likewise were in the lat- 
ter, for an elegant translation of the Iliad. ColumtL xii.44. 
Aid. Gel. vi. 6. ix. 4. 

1 
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lum : and as he was, by no means, sufficiently 
recovered from his late indisposition, I could not 
forbear reproving him for thus hazarding his 
health. He interrupted me with saying, that 
nothing was of more importance to him than 
the business which brought him to my house : 
and upon my enquiry if any thing new had oc- 
curred; he immediately entered into an ac- 
count of your complaints against me. But be- 
fore I give them a particular answer, let me 
begin with a few previous reflections. 

Amongst all my acquaintance, I cannot re- 
collect any man with whom I have longer en- 
joyed a friendship, than with yourself; and, 
although there are several for whom my affec- 
tion commenced as early, there are few for 
whom it has risen so high. The truth of it is, 
I conceived an esteem for you from the first 
moment I saw you : and I had reason to be- 
lieve, that you thought of me in the same fa- 
vourable manner. But your long absence from 
Rome, which immediately succeeded our first 
acquaintance, together with that active course 
of life wherein I was engaged, and which was 
so entirely different from yours, did not, at that 
time, admit of our improving this mutual dis- 
position, by a more, frequent intercourse. Ne- 
vertheless, even so long ago as when Caesar 
was 
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was in Gaul, and many years before the com- 
mencement of the civil war, I experienced your 
friendly inclinations towards me. For as you 
imagined that my union with Caesar would be 
greatly advantageous on my side, and not al- 
together unserviceable to his, you generously 
recommended me to his favour, and was the 
cause of his cultivating my friendship. I for- 
bear to mention several instances which oc- 
curred at that period, of the unreserved manner 
in which we both conversed and corresponded 
together : as they were followed by others of a 
more important nature. At the opening of the 
civil war, when you were going to meet Caesar 
at Brundisium, you paid me a visit in my For- 
mian villa. This single favour, had it been at- 
tended with no other, was, at such a critical 
juncture, an ample testimony of your affection. 
But can I ever forget the generous advice you 
so kindly gave me at the same time : and of 
which Trebatius, I remember, was himself a 
witness ? Can I ever forget the letter you af- 
terwards wrote to me, when you went to join 
Caesar in the district, if I mistake not, of Tre- 
bula ? It was soon after this, that, either by 
gratitude, by honour, or perhaps by fate, I 
was determined to follow Pompey into Greece: 
and was there any instance of an obliging zeal, 
which you did not exert in my absence, both 

for 



Digitized by 



Google 



108 The LETTERS Book XII. 

for me and for my family ? was there any one, 
in short, whom either they or I had more reason 
to esteem our friend ? But I returned to Brun- 
ei isium : and can I forget (let xpe ask once more, 
with what an obliging expedition you hastened, 
as soon as you heard of my arrival, to meet me 
at Tarentum ? How friendly were your visits; 
how kind youjr endeavours to reason me out of 
that dejection, into which the dread of our ge- 
neral calamities had sunk me ! At length, how* 
ever, I returned to Rome : where every proof 
of the greatest intimacy, and upon occasions 
too of the most important kind, mutually passed 
between us. It was by your directions and ad- 
vice, that I learned to regulate my conduct 
with respect to Caesar : and as to other in- { 
stances of your friendship, where was the man, 
except Caesar himself, at whose house you more 
frequently visited, or upon whom you bestowed 
so many agreeable hours of your conversation? 
in some of which, you may remember, it was, 
that you encouraged me to engage in my phi- 
losophical writings. When Caesar afterwards 
returned from compleating his victories, it was 
your first and principal endeavour to establish 
me again in his friendship : and it was an en^ 
deavour, in which you perfectly well succeeded. 
But to what purpose, you will ask, perhaps, 
this long detail ? Longer, indeed, I must ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge it is> than I was myself aware: how- 
ever, the use I would make of these several cir-. 
cumstances, is to shew you, how much reason 
I have to be surprised, that you, who well 
know the truth of them, should believe me ca- 
pable of having acted inconsistently with such 
powerful ties. But besides these motives of my 
attachment to you; motives known and visible 
to the whole world ; there are others of a far 
less conspicuous kind : and which I am at a 
k)6s to represent in the terms they deserve. 
Every part, indeed, of your character I ad- 
mire : but when I consider you as the wise, the 
firm and the faithful friend ; as the polite, the 
witty, and the learned companion; these, I 
confess, are the striking, points amidst your 
many other illustrious qualifications, with which 
I am particularly charmed. But it is time to 
return to the complaints you have alledged 
against me. Be assured then, I never once 
credited the report of your having voted for the 
law you mentioned to Trebatius : and, indeed, 
if I had, I should have been well persuaded that 
you were induced to concur in promoting it, 
upon some very just and rational motive. But 
as the dignity of your character draws upon 
you the observation of all the world ; the ma- 
levolence of mankind will, sometimes, give se- 
verer constructions to your actions, than most 

certainly 
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certainly they merit If no instances of this kind 
have ever reached your knowledge, I know 
not in what manner to proceed in my justifica- 
tion. Believe me, however, 1 have always de- 
fended you, upon these occasions, with the same 
warmth and spirit, with which I am sensible you 
are wont to oppose, on your part, the calumnies 
that are thrown out upon myself. Thus, with 
regard to the law I just now mentioned, I have 
always peremptorily denied the truth of the 
charge: and as to your having been one of the 
managers of the late 9 games, I have constantly 
insisted that you acted agreeably to those pious 
offices that are due t6 the memory of a departed 
friend. In respect to the latter, however, you 
cannot be ignorant, that if Caesar was really a 
tyrant, (as I think he was 1 ) your zeal' may be 

considered 

9 At the time when Caesar was killed, he was preparing, 
agreeably to a vow which he had made at the battle of Phar- 
salia, to exhibit some games in honour of Venus ; a divinity, 
from whom he affected to be thought a descendant. Octa- 
vius, soon after his return to Rome, upon the death of Caesar, 
celebrated these games at his own expence : and Matius un- 
dertook to be one of the managers. As this was a public 
mark of respect paid to the memory of Caesar, and might 
tend to inflame the minds of the populace against the conspi- 
rators, it gave much disgust to the friends of the republic : 
and Cicero, it is probable, was in the number of those who 
had openly spoken of it with displeasure. He did 'so, at 
least, in a letter .to Atticus. Vid. Ad Att.xv. 2. Jppian. 
Bel Civil ii. 407. 

1 " It is with injustice (said the celebrated queen of Swe- 
den) " that Cajsar is accused of being a tyrant : if to go- 

rern 
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considered in two very different views. It may- 
be said, (and it is an argument which I never 
fail to urge in your favour) that you shewed a 
very commendable fidelity, in thus displaying 
your affection to a departed friend. On the 
other hand, it may be alledged (and, in fact, it 
is alledged) that the liberties of our country 
ought to be far preferable even to the life itself 
of those whom we hold most dear. I wish you 
had been informed of the part I have always 
taken, whenever this question has been started. 
But there are two circumstances that reflect the 
brightest lustre upon your character, and which 
none of your friends more frequently or more 
warmly commemorate, than myself; I mean 
your having always most strongly recommend- 
ed pacific measures to Caesar, and constantly 
advised him to use his victory with moderation: 
in both which, the whole world is agreed with 
me in acknowledging your merit 

I think 

* 4 govern Rome was the roost important servce he could 
" have performed to bis country/' It is certain that the 
republic was well-nigh reduced to a state of total anarchy, 
when Caesar usurped the command : but it is equally certain, 
that he, himself, had been the principal author and fomenter 
of those confusions, which rendered an absolute authority . 
the only possible expedient for reducing the commonwealth 
into a state of tranquillity and good order. If this be true, 
it seems no very intricate question to determine, what ver- 
dict ought to be passed upon Caesar. But surely it is diffi- 
cult to know by what principles Cicero can be acquitted, 
who reviled that man when dead, whom he was the first to 
flatter when living. 
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I think myself much obliged to our friend 
Trebatius, for having given me this occasion of 
justifying myself before you. And you will 
credit the professions I have here made, un- 
less you imagine me void of every spark 
both of gratitude and generosity : an opinion, 
than Which nothing can be more injurious to 
my sentiments, or more nroro?thy of yours. 
Farewel 

LETTER XIII. 

[A.u.7oa) 
Matius to Cicero. 

1 received great satisfaction from your let* 
ter, as it assured me of my holding that rank 
in your esteem, which I have ever wished and 
hoped to enjoy. Indeed I never doubted of 
your good opinion : but the value I set upon, 
it, rendered roe solicitous of preserving it 
without the least blemish. Conscious, however,, 
that I had never given just offence to any can- 
did' and honest mind, I was the less disposed to 
believe, that you, whose sentiments are exalted 
by the cultivation of so many generous arts; 
could hastily credit any reports to my disadvan- 
tage: especially as you were one for whom I had 

a* 
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at all times discovered much aiiicete good will. 
But as I have the pleasure to find that you think 
of me agreeably to my wishes, I will drop thb 
subject, in order to vindicate myself from thosd 
calumnies which you have so ofteri, and with such 
singular generosity, opposed. I am perfectly 
well apprised of the reflections that have been 
cast upon me since Caesar's death. It has been 
imputed to me, I know, that I lament the Jos* 
of my friend, and think with indignation on the 
murderers of the man I loved. "1Phe welfare 
" of our country," say my acctfseM, (a$ if they 
had already made it appear that the destruction 
of Caesar was for the benefit of the common- 
wealth) " the welfare of our country i$ to b* 
" preferred to all considerations of amity," It 
may be so ; but I will honestly confess, that I 
am by no means arrived at this elevated strain of 
patriotism. Nevertheless, I took no part with 
Caesar in our civil dissentions ; but neither did 
I desert my friend, because I disliked his mea- 
sures. The truth is, I was so far from approv- 
ing the civil war, that I always thought it un- 
justifiable, and exerted my utmost endeavours 
toextinguish those sparks by which it was kind* 
led. In conformity to these sentiments, I did 
not make use of my friend's victory to the grati- 
fication of any lucrative or ambitious purposes 
Vol. III. I of 
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qf my own, as some others most shamefully did, 
whose interest with Caesar was much inferior to 
jnine. Far, in truth, from being a gainer by his 
success, 1 suffered greatly in my fortunes by 
that very law which saved many of 'those who 
now exult in his death from the disgrace of 
being obliged to fly their country*. Let me 
add, that I recommended the vanquished party 
' to his clemency, with the same warmth and 
zeal as if my own preservation had been con- 
cerned. Thus desirous that all my fellow-citi- 
zens might enjoy their lives in full security, can 
I repress the indignation of my heart against the 
assassins of that man, from whose generosity this 
privilege was obtained ; especially, as the same 
hands were lifted up to his destruction, which 
had first drawn upon him all the odium and envy 
of his administration ? Yet; I am threatened, it 
seems, with their vengeance, for daring to con- 
demn the deed. Unexampled insolence ! that 
some should glory in the pepetration of those 
crimes, which others should not be permitted 
even to deplore ! The meanest slave has ever 
been allowed to indulge, without control, the 
fears, the sorrows, or the joys of his heart ; 

but 

a The law alluded to,. is, probably, that which Caesar 
enacted for the relief of those who had contracted debts be- 
fore the commencement of the civil war, of which see rem. 
11, p. 260. voClI. 
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but these our assertors of liberty, as they call 
themselves, endeavour to extort from me, by 
their menaces, this common privilege of every 
creature. , Vain and impotent endeavours ! no 
dangers shall intimidate me from acting up to 
the generous duties of friendship and humanity; 
persuaded, as I have, ever been, that death in an 
honest cause ought never to be shunned, and 
frequently to be courted. Yet, why does it thus 
move their displeasure, if I only wish that they 
may repent of what they have perpetrated ? for 
wish I will acknowledge I do, that both they 
and all the world may regret the death of Caesar. 
" But as a member^ (say they, ) of the common- 
" wealth* you ought, above all things, to desire 
" its preservation." Now that I sincerely do so, 
if the whole tenor of my past conduct, and all 
the hopes I can reasonably be supposed to en- 
tertain, will not sufficiently evince, I shall not 
attempt to prove it by my professions. I conjure 
you, then, to judge of me, not by what others 
may say, but by the plain tendency of my ac- 
tions ; and, if you believe I have any interest in 
the tranquillity of the republic, be assured, that 
I will have no communication with those who 
would impiously disturb its peace. Shall I re- 
nounce, indeed, those patriot principles I stea- 
dily pursued in my youth, when warmth and 
If. inexperience 
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inexperience might have pleaded some excuse 
for errors? Shall I, in the sober season of de- 
clining age, wantonly unravel, at once, the 
whole fair contexture of my better days ? Most 
assuredly not; nor shall I ever give any other of- 
fence than in bewailing the severe catastrophe of 
a most intimate and illustrious friend ! Were I 
disposed to act otherwise, I should scorn to de- 
ny it ; nor should it be ever said, that I covered 
my crimes by hypocrisy, and feared to avow 
what I scrupled not to commit. 

But to proceed to the other articles of the 
charge against me ; it is farther alledged that I 
presided at those games which the young Octa- 
vius exhibited in honour of Csesar's victories. 
The charge, I confess, k true ; but what con- 
nexion has an act ©f mere private duty, with 
the concerns of the republic ? It was an office, 
not only due from me to the memory of my 
departed friend, but. which I could not refuse 
to that illustrious youth, hi6 most worthy heir. 
I am reproached, also, with having been frequent 
in paying my visits of compliment to Antony ; 
yet you will find that the very men who impute 
this as a njark of disaffection to my country* 
appeared much inore frequently at his levee, 
either to solicit his favours, or to receive them. 
But, after all, can there be any thing, let me 

1 ask, 
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ask, more insufferably arrogant than this accu- 
sation? Caesar never opposed my associating 
with whomsoever I thought proper, even though 
it were with persons whom he himself disap- 
proved ; and shall the men who have cruelly 
robbed me of one friend, attempt, likewise, by 
their malicious insinuations, to alienate me from 
another ? But the moderation of my conduct, 
will, I doubt not, discredit all reports that may 
hereafter be raised to my disadvantage ; and I am 
persuaded, that even those who hate me for my 
attachment to Caesar, would rather choose a 
friend of my disposition, than of their own. 
In fine, if my affairs should permit me, it is my 
resolution to spend the remainder of my days 
at Rhodes. But, if any accident should render 
it necessary for me to continue at Rome, my 
actions shall evince, that I am sincerely desi- 
rous of my country's welfare. In the mean 
time, I am much obliged to Trebatius for sup- 
plying you with an occasion of so freely laying 
open to me the amicable sentiments of your 
heart; as it affords me an additional reason for 
cultivating a friendship with one whom I have 
ever been disposed to esteem. Farewel. 

1 3 , LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 

[A.U.70&] 

Marcus Brutus and Caius Cassius, Prae- 
tors 5 , to Mark Antony, Consul, 

If we were not persuaded of your honour and 
friendship, we should not trouble you with the 
present application; which, in confidence of 
both, we doubt not of your receiving in the 
most favourable manner. 

We are informed, that great numbers of the 
veteran troops are already arrived in Rome, and 
that many more are expected by the first of 
June. Our sentiments would be extremely 
changed, indeed, if we entertained any fears or 
suspicions with regard to yourself. However, 
as we resigned ourselves entirely to your direc- 
tion, and, in compliance with your advice, not 
only published an edict* but wrote circular let- 
ters in order to dismiss our friends who came 
to our assistance from the municipal towns, we 
may justly look upon ourselves as worthy of 
being admitted into a share of your councils ; 
especially in an article wherein we are particu- 
larly 

3 They bad been appointed praetors for tbe present year, 
by Caesar, The reader has already been informed, that 
Brutus and Cassius, finding it necessary, soon after the as- 
sassination of Caesar, to withdraw from Rome, retired to a 
villa of tbe former, at Lanuvium ; from whence this letter, 
was probably written. 
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larly concerned. It is our joint request, there- 
fore, that you would explicitly acquaint us 
with your intentions, and whether you imagine 
we can possibly be safe amidst such a multi- 
tude of veteran troops, who have even some 
design, we ' are told, of replacing the altar 4 
which was erected to Caesar ; a design, surely, 
which no one can wish may meet with your 
approbation, who has any regard to our credit 
or security 5 . It has sufficiently appeared, that 
from the beginning of this affair, we have had a 
view to the public tranquillity, and have aimed 
at nothing more than the recovery of our com- 
mon liberties. No man, except yourself, has it 
in his power to deceive us, because we never 
have trusted, nor ever will trust, any other; and 
most certainly you have too much integrity to 
betray the confidence we have reposed in you. 
Our friends, however, notwithstanding that 
they have the same reliance upon your good 
faith, are greatly alarmed for our safety ; as they 
think so large a body of veterans may much 
more easily be instigated to violent ipeasures by 
ill-designing men, than they can be restrained 

4 See rem. 3. p. 9$. of this vol. 

5 Because the suffering of divine honours to be paid to 
Caesar, would necessarily impress the highest sentiments of 
him upon the minds of the populace , and, consequently, 
tend to incense them against those who were concerned in 
taking away his life. 

14 
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by your influence and authority. We entreat 
you, therefore, to return us a full and satisfac- 
tory answer. To tell us that you ordered these 
troop* to march to Rome, as intending to move 
the senate in June next, concerning their 6 af- 
fair*, is amusing u« with a very idle and tri- 
fling reason ; for as you are assured that we 
shall not attempt to obstruct this 7 design, 
ftom what other quarter can you possibly sus- 
pect that it will be opposed ? In a word, it 
caftoOt be thought that we are too anxious for 
0»r own preservation, when it is considered, 
that no accident can happen to our persons 
without involving the whole republic in the 
most dangerous commotions. Farewel. 

LETTER 

6 Antony's pretended reason for drawing together this body 
of veteran troops, was, in order to procure a ratification frorn 
thfe senate, of those grant* of lands Mr&ich had been made to 
them by Caesar, as » reward of their services ; but his trm 
reason was, to strengthen his hands against those who should 
attempt to oppose his measure*. 

7 The conspirators had given public assurances to the ve* 
tteran troops, that they would not endeavour to annul the 
grant* wfceh Capsar had made in their favour. Pt*. p. 257. 
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LETTER XV. 

[A.U.709.] 

To Caius Cassius. 

Believe me, my Cassius, the republic is the 
perpetual subject of my meditations; or, to 
express the same thing in other words, you and 
Marcus Brutus are never out of my thoughts. 
It is upon you two, indeed, together with De- 
cimus Brutus, that all our hopes depend. — 
Mine are somewhat raised by the glorious con- 
duct of Dolabella, in suppressing the late 
insurrection 8 ; which had spread so wide, and 
gathered every day such additional strength, 
that it seemed to threaten destruction to the 
whole city. But this mob is now so totally 
quelled, that 1 think we have nothing farther 
to fear from any future attempt of the same 
kind. Many other fears, however, and very 
considerable ones too, still remain with us ; and 
it entirely rests upon you, in conjunction with 
your illustrious associates, to remove them. Yet 
where to advise you to begin for that purpose, 
I must acknowledge, myself at a loss. To say 
truth, it is the tyrant alone, and not the ty- 
ranny, from which we seem to be delivered : 
for although the man, indeed, is destroyed, 

we 

* See rem. 3. p* 92. of this vol. 
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Ave still servilely maintain all his despotic ordi- 
nances. We do more ; and, under the pretence 
of carrying his designs into execution, we ap- 
prove of measures which even he himself would 
never have pursued 9 : and the misfortune is, 
that I know not where this extravagance will 
end. When I reflect on the laws that are 
enacted, on the immunities that are granted, on 
the immense largesses that are distributed, on 
the exiles that are recalled, and on the fictitious 
decrees that are published, the only effect that 
seems to have been produced by Caesar's death 
i% that it has extinguished the sense of our 
servitude, and the abhorrence of that detest- 
able usurper ; as all the disorders into which he 
threw the republic still continue. These are 
the evils, therefore, which it is incumbent upon 
you and your patriot coadjutors to redress : for 
let not my friends imagine that they have yet 

completed 

9 A few days after Caesar's death, Antony assembled the 
senate in the temple of Tellus, in order to take into consider* 
atioh the state of public affairs. The result of their delibera- 
tions was, to decree a general act of oblivion of what was past, 
and to confirm the several nominations to magistracies, and 
other grants, which had been made by Caesar. This was a 
very prudent and necessary measure, in order to preserve the 
public tranquillity ; and it was principally procured by the 
authority and eloquence of Cicero. But Antony soon per- 
verted it to his own ambitious purposes : for being appointed 
to inspect the papers of Caesar, he forged some, and model- 
ed others, as best suited bis own designs ;' disposing of every 
thing as he thought proper, under the authority of this de- 
cree. D'w. p. 250. ^56. 
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completed their work. The obligations, it is 
true, which the republic has already received 
from you, are far greater than I could have 
ventured to hope : still, however, her demands 
are not entirely satisfied ; and she promises her- 
self yet higher services from such brave and 
generous benefactors. You have revenged her 
injuries, by the death of her oppressor ; but 
you have done nothing more. For, tell me, 
what has she yet recovered of her former dig- 
nity and lustre ? Does she not obey the will 
of that tyrant, now he is dead, whom she could 
not endure when living ? And do we not, in- 
stead of repealing his public laws, authenticate 
even his private memorandums ? You will tell 
me, perhaps, (and you may tell me with truth) 
that I concurred in passing a decree for that 
purpose. It was in compliance, however, with 
public circumstances ; a regard to which is of 
much consequence in political deliberations of 
every kind. But there are some, however, who 
have most immoderately and ungratefully 
abused the concessions we found it thus ne- 
cessary to mate. 

I hope very speedily to discuss this and ma- 
ny other points with you in person. In the 
mean time, be persuaded, that the affection I 
have ever borne to my country, as well as my 
particular friendship to yourself, renders the 

advancement 
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advancement of your credit and esteem with 
the public extremely my concern. Farewel, 

LETTER XVI. 

[A. U. 7<?fc] 

ToOp*ius\ 

The sentiments and advice which your letter 
has so freely given me, in relation to my leav- 
ing Italy 3 , together with what you said to At- 
ticus, in a late conversation upon this subject, 
have greatly contributed, he can bear me wit- 
ness, to dispel those doubts that occurred on 
whichever side I viewed this question. I have 
ever thought, indeed, that no man was more N 
capable of forming a right judgment, nor more 
faithful in communicating it, than yourself; 
as, I am sure, I very particularly experienced, 
in the beginning of the late civil wars. For 
when I consulted you in regard to my follow- 
ing Pompey, or remaining in Italy, your ad- 
vice, 1 remember, was, that " I should act as 
" my honour directed." This sufficiently dis- 
covered your opinion; and I could not but 
look with admiration on so remarkable an in- 
stance 

* The MSS. vary in the name of the person to whom this 
letter is addressed ; some writing it Appiut, and others Oppius. 
If th<* . latter /b« the true reading* perhaps he is the same of 
wh*m some accounthas been given in rem. p. p. 134. vol. ii„ 

* See rem. 2. p. 66. of this vol. 
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stance of your sincerity. For notwithstanding 
your strong attachment to Ceesar, who, you 
had reason to think, would have been better 
pleased if I had pursued a different conduct ; 
yet you rather chose I should act agreeably to 
my honour, than in conformity to his inclina- 
tion. My friendship for you, however, did not 
take its rise from this period ; for I was sensible 
that I enjoyed a share in your esteem long be- 
fore the time of which I am speaking. I shall 
ever remember, indeed, the generous services 
you conferred both upon myself and my fa* 
mily, during the great misfortunes which I 
suffered in my exile : and the strict intimacy 
in which we conversed with each other, after 
rny return, as well as the sentiments which, 
upon all occusions, I professed to entertain of 
you, are circumstances which none who were 
inclined to observe them could possibly over- 
look. Bnt you gave me a most distinguishing 
proof of the good opinion you had conceived 
of my constancy and fidelity, by the unre- 
served resignation of your heart to me, after 
the death of Caesar. I should thihk myself, 
therefore, a disgrace to human nature, if I did 
not justify these your favourable sentiments, 
by every kind of good office in my power, as 
well as by the return of my warmest affection. 

Continue 
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Continue yours to me, my dear Oppius, I en- 
treat you ; a request, however, which I prefer 
more in compliance with the customary form, 
than as thinking it in the least necessary. I 
recommend all my affairs in general to your 
protection, and leave it ta Atticus to inform 
you in what particular points I desire your ser- 
vices. When I shall be more at leisure, you 
may expect a longer letter. In the mean time 
take care of your health, as the most agreeable 
instance you can give me of your friendship. 
FareweL 

LETTER XVII. 

[A. V. 700.] 

To Trebatius. 

I am the more enamoured with this city 4 , be- 
cause I find you are much the favourite of eve- 
ry body in it. But I know not, in truth, where 
you are otherwise ; and I should rather have 
told you, that even the absence of your freed- 
man, Rufio, is no less regretted among them, 
» than 

4 Cicero, after much debate with himself, concerning the 
voyage which he mentions in the preceding letter, at length 
, fixed his resolution, and embarked/ He sailed along the 
western coast of Italy, towards Rhegium ; but came ashore 
every night, in order to lodge at the villa of some friend. — 
He was in this manner pursuing his voyage into Greece, 
when he wrote the present letter from Velia, a sea port town 
on the coast of Lucania. 
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than if he were a person of as much conse* 
quence as you and I. However, I by no 
means disapprove of your having called him 
from hence, in order to superintend the build- 
ings you are carrying on in the Lupercal 5 : for, 
notwithstanding your house at Velia is altoge- 
ther as agreeable as that which you have in 
Rome, yet I should prefer the latter to all the 
possessions you enjoy here. Nevertheless, if 
you should take the opinion of a man whose 
advice you seldom reject, you will not part 
with your patrimony on the banks of the no- 
ble Heles, nor forsake a villa which had once 
the honour of belonging to Papirius ; an inten- 
tion which the citizens of Velia are in some 
fear lest you should entertain. But although 
it be incommoded, indeed, by the great con- 
course of strangers who visit the adjoining 
grove ; yet that objection may easily be re- 
moved, you know, by cutting down 6 this im- 
pertinent 

5 A range of buildings in Rome, so called from an an- 
cient temple of the same name, which had been formerly 
erected upon that spot, to the god Pan. Dion. tialicarH. 
1. 24. 

6 Groves were generally consecrated to some divinity, as 
this seems to have been, by ihe number of strangers who pro- 
bably frequented it on a religious account. Instead of /21- 
cum, therefore, which is the reading adopted by Manutius, 
and followed in the translation, some of the commentators 
have thought it should be lotum ; because, if it were a conse- 
crated grove,, it could not be cut down without committing 
an act of impiety. But this objection is founded upon the 
mistake that Cicero spoke in a serious sense, what he seems 
plainly to have intended in a ludicrous one. 
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pertinent plantation ; which will prove a very 
considerable advantage likewise both to your 
pocket and your prospect. To speak seri- 
ously, it is a great convenience, especially in 
such distracted times as the present, to be pos- 
sessed of an estate which affords you a refuge 
from Rome, in a pleasant and healthy situa- 
tion, and in a place where you are so univer- 
sally beloved. To these considerations, I will 
add, my dear Trebatius, that, perhaps, it may 
be for my advantage also, that you should not 
part with this villa. But, whatever you may 
determine, take care both of yourself and my 
affairs ; and expect to see me, if the gods per- 
mit, before the end of the year. 

I have purloined from Sextius Fadius, one of 
Nico s disciples, a treatise which the latter ha* 
written concerning the pleasures of the palate. 
Agreeable physician ! how easily will he make 
roe a convert to his doctrine ! Our friend 
Bassus was so jealous of this treasure, that he 
endeavoured to conceal it from me : but I ima- 
gine, by the freedom of your table indulgen- 
ces, that he has been less reserved in commu- 
nicating the secrets of it to you. The wind 
has ju&t now turned to a favourable point, so 
that I must bid you farewel. 

Velia, July the 20th. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVIIL 

[A. U. 70* J 

To the same. 

You see the influence you have over me: 
though, indeed, it is not greater than what you 
are justly entitled to, from that equal return of 
friendship you make to mine. I could not, 
therefore, be easy in the reflection, I will not 
say of having absolutely refused, but of not 
having complied, however, with the request 
you made me, when we were lately together. 
Accordingly, as soon as I set sail from Velia, 
I employed myself in drawing up the treatise 
you desired, upon the plan of Aristotle's topics' ; 
as, indeed, I could not look upon a city in 
which you are so generally beloved,* without 
being reminded of my friend. I now send you 
the produce of my meditations : which I liave 
endeavoured to express with all the perspicuity 
that a subject of this nature will admit Ne- 
vertheless, if some passages should appear dark ; 
you must do me the justice to remember, that 
no science can be rendered perfectly intelli* 
/ gible 

7 The treatise here mentioned, is still extant among Ci- 
cero's works ; and appears to be a sort of epitome of what 
Aristotle had long before published upon the same subject. 
The principal design of it is, to point out the several sources 
from whence arguments upon every question may be derived. 

Vox,. III. K 
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gible, without the assistance of a master to 
explain and apply its rules. To send you no 
farther, for an instance, than to your own pro- 
fession, could a knowledge of the law be ac- 
quired merely from books ? Undoubtedly it 
could not : for although the treatises which 
have been written upon that subject are ex- 
tremely numerous ; yet they are by no means 
of themselves sufficient instructors, without the 
help of some learned guide to enlighten their 
obscurities. However, with respect to the ob- 
servations in the present performance ; if you 
give them a frequent and attentive perusal, you 
will certainly be able to enter into their mean- 
ing: but the ready application of them can only 
be attained by repeated exercise. And in this 
exercise I shall not fail to engage you, if I 
should return safe into Italy, and find the re- 
public in a state of repose. Farewel. 

Rhegium 8 , July the 28th. 

LETTER 

* A sea-port upon the western point of Calabria, opposite 
to Sicily : it is now called Regio. 
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LETTER XI^. 

[A.U.709.] 

Brutus and Cass i us, Praetors 9 , to Antony, 
Consul. 

1 he letter we have received from you is alto- 
gether agreeable to your late contumelious and 
menacing edict, and by no means becoming 
you to have written to us. We baye in no sort, 
Antony, given you any just provocation ; nor 
could we have imagined, that you would look 
upon it as any thing extraordinary, if, invested 
as we are with the high authority of praetors, 
we thought proper, in a public manifesto, to 
signify Our requests to the consul. But if it 
raises your indignation that we presumed to 
take this liberty as praetors, allow us to lament 
that you should not indulge us in it at least as 
friends. 

We receive it as an instance of your justice, 
that you deny ever having complained of our 

levying 

9 The praetors could not legally absent themselves irom 
Rome for above ten days, unless they obtained a special dis- 
pensation from the senate for that purpose. Brutus and Cas- 
fiius, therefore, not thinking it safe to trust themselves in the 
city, published a sort of manifesto, directed to Antony. as 
consul, request ing him to move the senate for this licence in 
their favour. Antony, instead of complying with their re- 
quest, seems to have answered it by publishing a manifesto- 
oa his part, which was followed, likewise, by a private letter 
that produced the present epistle. t 

K2 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 Thx 1ETTERS Book XII. 

levying troops and contributions, and making 
applications to the armies, both at home and 
abroad, to rise in our defence : a charge, which 
we likewise disavow, in every particular. We 
cannot but wonder, however, since you were 
silent upon this head, that you should be so 
little able to command yourself upon another, 
as to reproach us with the death of Caesar. 

TVe leave it to your own reflections to deter- 
mine what sentiments it ought to create in us, 
that the praetors of Rome, in order to preserve 
the tranquillity and liberties of the common- 
wealth, cannot publish a manifesto declaring 
their desire of ' retiring from the execution of 
their office, without being insulted by the con- 
sul. Tis in vain, however, that you would in- 
timidate us by your arms : for it would ill be- 
come the spirit we have shewn, to be discou- 
raged by dangers of any kind. As little should 
Antony attempt to usurp an authority over 
those, to whom he is himself indebted for the 
liberty he enjoys. To the free and independent, 
the menaces of any man are perfectly impotent. 
Had we a design, therefore, of having recourse 
to arms, your letter would be altogether inef- 
fectual to deter us from our purpose. But, you 
are well convinced, that no consideration can 
prevail with us to rekindle the flames of a civil 
war : and, perhaps, you artfully threw out these 

menaces, 
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menaces, in order to persuade the world that 
our pacific measures are the effect, not of choice, 
but timidity. 

To speak plainly our sentiments ; we wish to 
see you raised to the highest honours j but to 
honours that are conferred by a free republic. 
It is our desire, likewise, not to engage with 
you in any contests : but we must add, that 
the possession of our liberties is of far higher 
value in our esteem than the enjoyment of your 
friendship. Well consider what you undertake, 
ajid how far you may be able to carry it into 
execution ; reflecting, not how many years Cse- 
sar was permitted to live, but how short a pe- 
riod he was suffered to reign 1 . In the mean 
while, we implore the gods to inspire you with* 
such counsels as may tend to the advantage 
both of yourself, and of the commonwealth. 
But should they prove otherwise, we wish that 
the consequence may be as little detrimental to 
your own interest, as shall be consistent with 
the dignity and safety of the republic. 

August the 4th. 

LETTER 

1 Caesar did not continue longer than five months in the 
peaceable enjoyment of his usurpation : for he returned to 
Rome from the conquest of Pompey^ sons in Spain, in the 
month of October 708, and was assassinated in the Match 
following. Vcl. Paterc. ii. 56. 
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LETTER XX. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Plancus*. 

I had left Rome, and was actually on my. 
voyage to Greece, when I was recalled by the 
general voice of the republic 3 : but the conduct 
of Marc Antony, ever since my return, has not 

permitted 

* Some general account of Plancus has already been given 
in rem. 6. p. 221. vol. ii. ' In the beginning of the present 
year be was appointed by Caesar governor of the farther Gaul : 
where be now was, at tbe head of three legions. He is said, 
during bis residence in that province, to have rounded the 
city of Lions. Upon the death of Caesar, to whom he had 
been warmly attached, Cicero employed all his art to engage 
him on the side of the senate i and Plancus, after much he-, 
sitation, at length declared himself accordingly. But this de- 
claration seems to have been entirely the effect of a belief 
that the rupture between Antony, and the >enate was upon 
the point of being accommodated : it is ceitain, at least, that 
it was not sincere. For Plancus soon afterwards betrayed the 
cause he bad thus professed to support, and went over with 
his troops to Antony. Pigh. Antial. ii. 465. Saiec. Ep. 91. 
VtL, Pattrc. ii: 6$, See note 1 1. p..S84. of this vol. 

3 The principal motive of Cicero's intended voyage into 
Greece, was in order to avoid the da'riger Of taking part in a 
civil war, which be apprehended u/pukljsj>p|i break out be- 
tween Antony and young Pompey; the latter being expected 
from Spain, at the head of a considerable army. But as his 
leaving Italy at so critical and important a conjuncture 
might j,ustly expose. him to the censure of unworthily desert- 
ing the republic, ,he was tong and greatly embarrassed between 
the desire of preserving bis character on the one side, and of 
securing his person on the other: the two points which seem, 
throughout his whole life, to have held him in perpetual sus- 
pense. However, he at length embarked * but be no sooner 
sailed, than he repented, as usual, of the step he had taken. 

Nevertheless 
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permitted me to enjoy a moment "of repose.* 
The ferocity (for to call it pridtf would be im-: 
puting a vice to him which is nothing uncom-' 
mon) the ferocity of his temper is so excessive, 
that he cannot bear a 'word, or even a look, 
which is animated with the least spirit of liber- 
ty. It is this that fills my heart with a thou* 
sand disquietudes : but disquietudes, in which 
my own preservation is by no means concern- 
ed. No, my friend, I have nothing farther to 
wish with respect to myself; whether I consi- 
der the years to which I am arrived 4 , the actions 
that I have performed, or the glory (if that may 
be mentioned as of any value in the account) 
with which they have been crowned. AU my 
anxiety is for our country alone; and the more 
so, my dear Plancus, as the time appointed for 

- ' your 

Nevertheless, he pursued his voyage, arid arrived in Sicily; 
from whence be proposed to stretch over into Greece ; but, 
in attempting this passage, he was blown back by contrary 
winds on the coast of Italy. Upon his going ashore, in order 
to refresh himself, he was informed, by some of the principal 
inhabitants of tHat part of the Country who were just arrived 
from Rome, that there were great hopes Antony would ac- 
commodate affairs to the general satisfaction of all parties. 
This news was followed by abetter from Atticus, pressing him 
to renounce his intended voyage, as also by an interview with ' 
Brutus, who likewise expressed his disapprobation of that 
scheme. Upon these considerations, therefore, he gave up 
all farther thoughts of Greece, .and immediately returned to 
Rome. Vid.AdJtt.xiv. 13, 22. x v. 19, 20, 21, 33. xvi. 
6,7. 

4 Cicero was, at this time, in his 63d year. 
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your succession to the consular offiee* is so. re- 
mote, that it is rather to be wished than ex* 
pected, that we should be able to preserve our 
liberties so long alive. What rational hopes, 
indeed, can possibly be entertained, where a 
commonwealth is totally oppressed by the arms 
of the most violent and outrageous of men, where 
neither the senate nor the people have any au- 
thority ; where neither laws nor justice prevail ; 
anc^ in. one word, where there is not the least trace 
or shadow of civil government remaining? 
But a* you. receive, I imagine* the public ac- 
counts of what is transacted amongst us> I 
need not descend into a, detail of particulars. 
Let me rather in consequence of that affection 
i bear you, and which has been still increasing 
fron* our earliest youth ; let i»e rather remind 
find exhort you, to turn all your thoughts and 
cares towards the repuhhc. If it should not be 
utterly destroyed ere you enter upon the consu- 
lar office, it may, without difficulty, be steered 
right. Tho* I will add, that much vigilance as 
well as great good fortune must concur, in order 
to preserve it to that desirable period. But I 
hope we may see you here, somewhat before that 

time 

* Plancus was in the number of those whom Caesar had 
named to the eorisalate, in that general designation of ma- 
gistrates which he made a short time before his death. But 
as Plancus stood last in the list,his turn was not to commence 
till the year 7 U. 
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time shall arrive. Mean while, besides the in- 
ducements that arise to me from my regard to 
the well-being of the republic, you may be as- 
sured that, from my particular attachment like* 
wise to yourself, 1 shall exert my utmost efforts 
for the advancement of your credit and honours. 
By these means, I shall have the satisfaction to 
discharge, at once, the duties I owe both to my 
country and to my friend : to that country which 
is the object of my warmest affections, and to 
that friend whose amity I would most religi- 
ously cultivate. 

I am extremely rejoiced, though by no 
means surprised, to find that you treat Furni» 
us 6 agreeably to his rank and merit. Be assur- 
ed that whatever favours you shall think pro- 
per to confer upon him, I shall consider them 
as so many immediate instances of your regard 

to myself. Farewel. 

LETTER 

• He was lieutenant to Plancus in Gaul. 
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LETTER XXL 

[A. U. 709.] 

Decimus Brutus, Consul 7 elect, to Cicero. 

If I entertained the least doubt of your incli-i 
nations to serve me, I should he extremely co- 
pious in my solicitations for that ^purpose : but 
I have strongly persuaded myself, that my in- 
terest is already a part of your care. 

I led my army against the most interior itiha- 
bitants of the Alps, not so much from an am- 
bition of being saluted with the title of Impe- 
rator % , as in order to comply with the martial 
spirit of my troops, and to strengthen their at- 
tachment to our cause. In both these views, I 
have, I think, succeeded : as the soldiers have 
had an opportunity, by this measure, of experi- 
encing 

7 Decimus Brutus was nominated by Cajsar to be col- 
eague with Plancus : of whose appointment to the consular 

office, mention has been made in rem. o. on the preceding 
epistle. Soon after the rest of the conspirators found it ne- 
cessary to leave Rome, Decimus withdrew into Cisalpine 
Gaul, in order to take possession of that province which had 
been allotted to him by Caesar, and to put himself in a pos- 
ture of defence against the attempts which Antony was medi- 
tating. Shortly after his arrival in that province, he em* 
ployed his troops in an expedition against certain inhabitants 
of the neighbouring mountains; and having happily executed 
this scheme, he wrote the following letter to request Cicero's 
suffrage in procuring him those distinctions which the senate 
usually decreed to their successful generals. 

8 See vol i. p. 1. rem. 1. 
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encing the courage and the generosity of their 
general. I was engaged with the most warlike 
of these people : and have taken and destroyed 
great numbers of their forts. In short, I 
thought the action sufficiently considerable, to 
, send an account of it to the senate. I hope, 
therefore, you Will support my pretensions with 
your suffrage : as it will, at the same tjme, be 
greatly contributing to the credit of the com- 
mon cause. Farewel. 



LETTER XXII. 

I 

[A.U.709.] 

To Dec thus Brutus, Consul elect. 

It is of much consequence to the success of 
this epistle, whether it reaches you in an anxi- 
ous, or an easy hour. Accordingly, I have di- 
rected the bearer to watch the favourable mo- 
ment of delivering it into your hands : as there is 
a time, my friend, when a letter, no less than 
a visit, may prove extremely unseasonable. But 
if he should observe the caution I have enjoined 
him, and this should find you, as I hope it will, 
in a state of mind perfectly serene and undis- 
turbed, I doubt not of your ready compliance 
yith the request I am going to make, 
Lucius Lamia offers himself as a candidate, at 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



140 Twu LETTERS Book XIL 

the ensuing election of praetors. There i& : no 
man with whom I live in an equal degree of 
familiarity : as we are intimately, indeed, unit- 
ed by a long acquaintance. But what greatly, 
likewise, recommends him to me is, that no- 
thing affords me more entertainment than his 
company. To this I must add, the infinite 
obligations I received from him in my affair 
with Clodius. He was at that time at the head 
of the equestrian order ; and he entered with 
so much spirit into my cause, that the consul 
Gabinius commanded him to withdraw from 
Rome; an indignity never offered before to 
any citizen of the republic. As the world has 
not forgotten what he thus suffered upon my 
account, I am sure it would be the highest 
reproach upon my character if I did not re- 
member it myself: and, therefore, my dear 
friend, be well assured that the good or ill suc- 
cess of Lamia, in his present pursuit, will no 
less sensibly affect me, than if I were person- 
ally concerned. Notwithstanding, therefore, 
the illustrious character which Lamia bears, to- 
gether with the great popularity he has acquired 
by the magnificence of the games he exhibited 
when he was aedile, yet I am labouring with as 
much assiduity to promote his interest, as if he 
had none of these advantages to recommend 

him. 
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him* If then I possess that share hi your af- 
fection which I am well persuaded I enjoy ; let 
me entreat you to write to Lupus to secure the 
.votes off those equestrian centuries, over which 
you bear an unlimited sway. But not to detain 
you with a multiplicity of words, I will con- 
clude all with most sincerely assuring you, that 
although there is nothing, my dear Brutus, 
which I have not Teaeon to expect from your 
friendship ; yet you can, in no instance, more 
effectually oblige me, than by complying with 
my present request. Farewel. 

LETTER XXIIL 

[A. U. TO*.] 

To the same 9 . 

There is none of my friends with whom I live 
in so strict an intimacy, as with Lamia. To 
say that I am much indebted to his good offi- 
ces, would not be speaking of them in the terms 
they deserve ; for the truth is, (and it is a truth 
of which the whole republic is sensible) he has 
conferred upon me the highest and most gene- 
rous obligations. Lamia, after having passed 
through the office of sedile with the greatest 
splendour and magnificence, now offers himself 

as 

9 This letter seem* to have been a kind of duplicate of 
the former ; as it » written to the same person, and up«m 
the same occasion. 
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as a candidate for the praetorship: and, it is 
universally acknowledged, that; hfe wants nei- 
ther interest nor dignity to support his preten- 
sions. However, the opposition he is likely: to 
meet with from his competitors is so strong, 
that I have jpany fears for the event; and, 
therefore, think myself obliged to be his gene- 
ral solicitor upon this "occasion, I well know 
how much it is in your power to serve me in 
this affair, and I have no doubt of your incli- 
nation. Be assured, then, my dear Brutus, 
that you cannot more sensibly oblige me, than 
by assisting Lamia in his present pursuit : and 
it is with all the warmth of my heart that I en- 
treat you to exert your utmost interest for that 
purpose. Farewel. 

LETTER XXIV. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Caius Cassius. 

It gives me great pleasure to find that my late 
speech 1 has received your approbation. If I 

could 

1 Upon Cicero's return to Rome, (see rem. 3. p. 134. of 
this vol.) he received 'a summons from Antony to attend a 
meeting of the senate, which was to be holden the next morn- 
ing : but, as the business of this meeting was to decree cer- 
tain divine honours to the memory of Caesar, our author ex- 
cused himself from being present. The following day, how- 
ever, Antony being absent, Cicero ventured to appear in the 
senate : when he delivered the speech to which he here al- 
ludes, 
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could more frequently enforce the same senti- 
ments, the liberties of the republic might easi- 
ly be recovered. But that fur more desperate 
and detestable scoundrel* than he b at whose 
death you said, " the worst of all villains is ex- 
" pired,* is watching for a pretence to begin his 
murderous purposes : and his single view, in 
charging me with having advised the killing of 
Cssar, is merely to excite the veteran soldiers 
against my life. But this is a danger which I 
am not afraid to hazard, since he gives me a share 
with you in the honour of that glorious deed. 
Hence it is, however, that neither Piso, who first 
ventured to inveigh against the measures of An- 
tony, nor myself, who made a speech to the 
same purpose about a month 1 afterwards, nor 
Publius Servilius, who followed my example, can 
any of us appear with safety in the senate. For 
this inhuman gladiator has evidently a design 
upon our lives : and he hoped to have rendered 
me the first victim of his cruel vengeance. With 
this sanguinary view he entered the senate on the 
19th of September, having several days before 
retired to the villa of Metellus, in order to pre- 
pare an inflammatory speech against me 3 . But 

who 

lades, and which is the first of those that are called his Phi- 
lippics. See life of Cic. hi. 81. 

a Antony. b Caesar. 

* The speech mentioned in the preceding remark. 

3 It was in answer to this speech that Cicero composed 
1 his 
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who shall reconcile the silent meditations of elo* 
quence with the noisy revels of lewdness and de* 
bauchery ? Accordingly* it was the opinion of all 
his audience, (as I have already, I believe, men* 
tioned to you in a former letter,) that he could 
not so properly be said to have delivered a speech, 
as to have discharged, with his usual indecency, 
the horrid fumes of his scandalous intemperance. 

You are persuaded, you tell me, that my cre- 
dit and eloquence will be able to produce some 
good effect. And some indeed they have produ- 
ced, considering the sad situation of our affairs. 
They have rendered the people sensible, that 
there are three persons of consular rank, who, be- 
cause they are in the interest of the republic, and 
have spoken their sentiments in the senate with* 
freedom, cannot attend that assembly without 
the danger of being assassinated. And this is all 
the good you are to expect from my oratory. 

A certain relation of yours 4 is so captivated 
with his new alliance, that he no longer concerns 
hfrnself in the success of your games; but, on the 
contrary, is mortified to the last degree at those 
peals of applause with which your brother was 

distinguished. 

his second Philippic ; which, however, he did not deliver. 
For, hy the advice of his friends, he absented himself from 
this meeting of the senate, as they did not think it safe for 
him to be present. Munut. 

4 Lepidus is supposed to be the person here meant : as he 
was related to Cassius by his own marriage, and had lately 
married his son to Antony's daughter. 
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distinguished*. Another of your family 6 has 
been softened by some grants which it is pre- 
tended that Caesar had designed to confer upon 
him. This, however, might be borne with pa- 
tience ; but is it not utterly beyond endurance, 
that there should be a man who dares openly 
avow, that he • supports the measures of that 
scoundrel, Antony, with the hopes that his son 
will be chosen consul when you and Brutus are 
entitled to be candidates for that office ? As 
to our friend, Lucius Cotta, a fatal despair 
(for so he terms it himself) has almost entirely 
driven him from the senate. Lucius Caesar, 
that firm dud excellent patriot, is prevented 
from coming thither by his ill state of health ; 
and Servius Sulpicius, who is a true friend to 
the cause of liberty, and whose authority might 
be of infinite service in the present conjuncture, 
is, unhappily, absent from Rome. After hav- 
ing mentioned these, I must take the liberty to 
say, that I cannot add any others, excepting 
the consuls elect, who may be justly deemed as 
well-wishers to the republic. The truth is,, 

these 

s Brutus and Cass i us were obliged, as praetors, to exhibit 
certain games in honour of Apollo* with which the public 
were annually entertained on the third of July ; but as they 
had withdrawn themselves from Rome, these games were 
conducted by the brother of Cassius. 

* It is not known to whom Cicero alludes in this place, 
nor in the period immediately following. 

Vol. III. L 
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ttase ate the only persons Upon whose advice 
and authority the commonwealth can depend. 
And small, indeed, Would their number be, 
even in the best of times ; how unequal, then/ 
must their strength be found, to combat against 
the worst ? All our hopes, therefore* refet en- 
tirely upon you and Brutus ; I tnean, if you 
have not withdrawn from us with a view only to 
your own preservation ; for, if that should he 
the case, we have nothing, alas ! to hope either 
from Bnitus or from you. But if, on the con* 
ttary, you aT6 forming some glorious enterprise* 
worthy of yotir exalted characters, I doubt not 
that the republic, by your assistance, will soon 
rec6ver her liberties ; and I have only to wish, 
that I may not be destroyed ere that happy 
day shall arrive. Iti the mean tiifte, my befct 
services neither are, nor shall be, wanting tt> 
your family $ and whether they should apply 
to me for that purpose, or not, I shall never faii 
to gi*e them proofs of my friendship towards 
you. Farewel. 

LETTER 
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BETTER XXV, 

[A. v. ro§.] 
To Pjlakcus. 

Agreeably to the friendship which subsists 
between us, my services should not have been 
wanting to advance your dignities 7 , if I could 
have been present in the senate, consistently 
with my honour or any safety. But no man 
can freely deliver his opinion in that assembly, 
without being exposed to die violences of a mi- 
litary force, that are licensed to commit their 
outrages with full impunity ; find it would ill 
become my rank and character to speak upon 
public affairs, in a place where I am more at* 
tentively observed, and more closely surround- 
ed, by soldiers than by senators. In any in- 
stance of private concern, my best offices shall 
not be wanting to you ; nor shall they, indeed, 
even in those of a public nature, whatever ha- 
zard I may run, where my appearance is abso- 
lutely necessary to promote your interest. But 
where it may be equally advanced without my 
concurrence, suffer ine, I entjeat you, to pay a 
proper regard to my own dignity and preser- 
vation. Fajewel. 

LETTER 

7 The occasion on which Plancus Jbad applied to Cicero 
for ^is pftpvjces in the senate, does #ot appear. 

. • LS 
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LETTER XXVI. 

[A. U. 709.] 

To Caius Cass i us. 

The malignant spirit of your friend* breaks 
out every day with greater and more open vio- 
lence. To instance, in the first place, the statue 
which he has lately erected near the rostrum, 
to Caesar, under which he has inscribed, To 

THE EXCELLENT FATHER OF HIS COUN- 
TRY; intimating, that you and your heroic 
associates are to be considered, not only as 
assassins, but parricides. In which number I 
am, likewise, included; for this outrageous 
man represents me as the principal adviser and 
promoter of your most glorious enterprise. 
Would to heaven the charge were true ! for 
had I been a party in your councils, I should 
have put it out of his power thus to perplex and 
embarrass our affairs 8 . But this was a point 

which 

* Antony. 

• Cicero frequently reproaches the conspirators with hav- 
ing committed a capital mistake in sparing Antony when 
they destroyed Caesar, an error which our, author would have 
prevented, it seems, had they admitted him into their coun- 
cils. But it may be affirmed, (and upon the authority of 
Cicero himself) that nothing could have been more unjusti- 
fiable than to have rendered Antony a joint victim with Cse- 
aar* Tis true, there was an ancient law subsisting by which 
every one was authorised to lift up his sword against the man 
who should discover any designs of invading the public liber- 
ties. But Antony was so far from having given indications 

of 
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which depended upon yourselves to determine! 
and, since the opportunity is now over, I can 
only wish that I were capable of giving you 
any effectual advice. But the truth is, I am 
utterly at a loss in what manner to act myself, 
for to what purpose is resistance, where one 
cannot oppose force by force ? 

It is evidently the intent of Caesar's party to 
revenge his death. And, accordingly, Antony 
being on the 2d of October last presented to 
the people by Canutius 9 , mentioned the gene- 
rous deliverers of our country in terms that 
traitors alone deserve. He scrupled not to as- 
sert, likewise, that you had acted entirely by 
my advice ; and that Canutius, also, was under 
the same influence. He had the mortification, 
however, to leave the rostrum with great dis- 
grace. In a word, you may judge what are the 
designs of this faction by their having seized 
the appointments of your lieutenant 1 ; for does 
not their conduct, in this instance, sufficiently 

declare, 

of tbis kind at Caesar's death/ that Cicero, in a letter written 
to Attic us, soon afterwards, tells him, he looked upon An- 
tony as a man too much devoted to the indulgencies of a 
luxurious life, to be inclined to form any schemes destruc- 
tive of the public repose : quern quidem ego (says he) cpula- 
rum magis arbitror ratumtm habere, quam quidquam malt co~ 
jgitare. Plut. in vit. Publico!. Ad Att. vi. 3. 

* He was one of the tribunes for the present year. 

1 As proconsul of Syria; to which province Cassius was, 
probably, on his way when this letter was written. 
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declare*, that they considered this mortey a* 
going to be remitted to a public enemy? 
Wretched condition, indeed ! that we, tvhd 
fccorhed to submit to a master, should mote 
ignobly citroth to <m£ of out fellow slaves ! 
Nevertheless, I art still inclined to flatter my* 
self, that we are not quit* deprived of &H hopes 
of being delivered by ybur heroic eftbrts. fiut 
whetie then, let me ask, are ydur troops? And 
With this question I will conclude my letter ; as 
I had rather leave the rest to be suggested by 
your own reflections, than by mine. Farewel. • 

LETTEtt XXVIL 

[A.U.709.] 
To CORNIFICIUS. 

OTRATokius has given me an ample account 
of the sad situation of affairs in your province*. 
Oh, my friend, what insufferable outrages ate 
committed m every part of the Roman domi- 
nions ! But those which have been offered to 
youreelf^are so much the les$ to be borne, as 
they are aggravated by the superior venera- 
tion which is due to your illustrious rank and 
character. Notwithstanding, therefore, that 
your great and generous spirit may incline you 
to look upon these insults with calmness, and, 

perhaps, 

* Of Africa. See refn.TJ. p. 6U of this vol. 
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perhaps, with indifference, yet you ought by ne 
means to suffer them to pass uuchastised. 

The news of Rome, I well know, is regularly 
transmitted to you, otherwise I would take upon 
myself to be your informer; and particularly of 
the late attempt of Oetavius 1 . The fact laid to 
his charge is considered by the populace as a 
mere fiction of Antony, in order to gain a pre- 
tence to seize upon the young man's estate. But 
the more penetrating and better sort, not only 
credit, the report, but highly approve the design. 
Indeed, the hopes of the republic are greatly 
turned towards Octavius ; as there is nothing 
which his generous thirst of glory, 'tis believed, 
will not animate him to perform. My friend An- 
tony, at the same time, is so sensible of his beingj 
generally detested, that although he discovered 

the 

» « Octavius, in order to main-tain by eUratagem what he 
41 could not gain by force, formed a design against Antony's 
" life, and actually provided certain slaves to assassinate 
u bins, jurho were discovered and seiaed witfe their pojgnanis, 
" in Antony's house." Tbus^far Dr. Middleton ; w.bo jnighf 
have added (as a learned critic has remarked) that Cicero 
himself, together with his nephew Quintus, were charged by 
Antony with being accomplices in this plot; and that i<ixe 
charge appears to have been true. For though, in the present 
latter, indeed, Cicero talks of this affair as if he was po 
otherwise acquainted with it than by common repott ; yet, 
in a speech which he afterwards made in the senate, When 
Antony bad retired into Gaul, tatting notice of the above- 
mentioned accusation, he avows and glories in the charge. 
Life o/Cic. iii. 89. Tmsttfs ob&erv. <wtlm ktUn tetomt* Cie. 
and Brut. p. 142. Philip, iii. 7- 8. 

L4 
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the assassins in his house, yet he would not ven- 
ture to make the affair public. He set out for 
Brundisium on the 9th of October, in order to 
meet the four legions 4 that are returning from 
Macedonia; he hopes, by bribing them over to 
his interest, to conduct them to Rome, and with 
their assistance to fix the yoke upon our necks* 
Thus you see the situation of the republic ! if a 
republic, indeed, it may with any propriety be 
called, where all is in a state of intestine war. I 
frequently lament your fortune, in having been 
born so late, as never to have tasted the happi- 
ness of living in a sound and well-regulated com- 
monwealth. You remember the time, however, 
when there was a prospect, at least, of better days, 
but now that prospect is no more ! How in truth 
should it any longer subsist, after Antony dared 
to declare, in a general assembly of the people, 
that " Canutius affected to rank himself with 
" those 5 who could never appear in Rome, so 
" long as he preserved his life and authority." 
But thanks to philosophy for having taught me 
to endure this and every other mortification, 
whichhuman nature can possibly suffer; and, in- 
deed, it has not only cured me of all my disquie- 
tudes, 

4 These were pari of that army which Caesar intended to 
lead against the Parthians, and which he had sent before him 
into Macedonia, to wait his arrival for that purpose. 

$ The conspirators. 
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tudes» but armed my breast against every fu- 
ture assault of fortune. And let me advise you 
to fortify yourself with the same resolution ; 
in the full persuasion that nothing but guilt 
deserves to be considered as a real evil. But 
these are reflections which you know much 
better how to make, than I can instruct you. 

Stratorius has always been highly in my es* 
teem ; but he has rendered himself more parti- 
cularly so, by the great diligence, fidelity, and 
judgment he discovers in the management of 
your affairs. Take care of your health, as the 
most pleasing instance you can give me of your 
friendship. Farewel. 

LETTER XXVIIL 

[A. U. 709.] 

To the same. 

My very intimate and most accomplished 
friend, Caius Anicius, has obtained a titular 
legation 6 into Africa, in order to transact some 
business relating te his private concerns in that 
province. Let me, therefore, entreat your best 
offices to him upon all occasions, and that you 
would give him your assistance, for the more 
easy and expeditious dispatch of his affairs. But 
above all (as it is superior to all in my friend's 

estimation) 

* See rem. 8. p. 84. of this vol. 
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estimaticjn) I recommend the dignity of his 
rank and character to your peculiar regard ; 
and accordingly I make it my request, that 
you would appoint fictors to attend him. This 
is a compliment which I always spontaneously 
paid, during my own proconsulate, to those of 
senatorial rank, who came into my province ; 
and which I have ever, likewise, myself re- 
ceived upon the same occasions ; as, indeed, it 
is what I have both heard and observed to have 
been generally practised by prdconsuls of the 
greatest distinction. You will act, then, in 
the same manner, my dear Cornificius, in the 
present instance, if I have any share in your 
affection ; and in all other respects will consult 
the honour and interest of my frijnd ; assuring 
yourself that you cannot confer upon me a 
more acceptable service. Farewel. 

LETTER XXIX. 

[A.U. 709.] 

To Tiro. 
I see into your scheme: you have a design 
that your 4etters, as well as mine 7 , should make 
their appearance in public. But, tell me, how 

happened 

7 It appears, from an epistle to Atticus, that Cicero had 
formed a design, about this time, of publishing a collection 
of hit letters. It is probable, however, that the greater part 
•f those which are now extant were sent into the world at 

1 different 
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happened it, ifoat you, who are wont to be the 
feiipremg judge and critic of my writings, should 
be guilty of *o inaccurate an expression, as to 
deaite tne u faithfully to preserve my health ?" 
That adverb surely can have no business there, 
as kg proper employment is to attend upon 
tome word that imports a moral obligation. 
In igumtrve language, its use, indeed, is vari- 
ous, as it may be applied even to inanimate and 
intellectual objects, provided (as Theophras* 
tus observes) the metaphor be not too bold 
fcnd unnatural. But we wftl reserve this for a 
£6tovemtrcm when we meet. 

Demetrius has been here : but I had the ad- 
dress to avoid both him and his retinue.— 
Doubtless, you will regret that you lost the 

opportunity 

different times, and by different hands, after his decease : as 
there are many of them which one can scarce suppose that 
either himself, or any friend who hacra regard to his me- 
mory, would have suffered to come abroad. Vid. Ad Att. 
xvi. 5. 

• It is impossible, perhaps, to determine, precisely, where- 
in the impropriety of this expression Consisted; as it does 
not appear from the original whether Tiro spoke of his own 
health or of Cicero's. In the translation, however, it is ap- 
plied to the latter; as it seems to render the expression 
lees critically just. For as Tiro was Cicerofc slave, the care 
of his health was a duty which the former owed to the latter, 
as a necessary means of enabling him to perform those ser- 
vices to which Cicero had a right. Accordingly, therefore, 
to our -author's own remark, concerning the literal use of the 
wofdj£tfe/tff, Tiro might very properly have applied it in the 
•anise here mentioned. But there was no such duty owiag 
from the master to the slave ; and consequently Tiro could 
no;, in strict propriety, have applied it to Cicero. 
1 
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opportunity of seeing him. It is an. opportu- 
nity, however, which you may still recover ; 
for he returns, it seems, to-morrow. Accord- 
ingly, I purpose to leave this place the next 
morning. 

I am extremely uneasy about your health, 
and entreat you not to omit any means that 
may contribute to its re-establishipent. It ip 
thus that you will render me insensible of your 
absence, and abundantly discharge all the ser- 
vices I require at your hands. 

I am obliged to your good offices towards 
Cuspius ; for I greatly interest myself in the 
success of his affairs. Adieu. 

LETTER XXX. 

[A. U. 709.] 
To CORNIFICIUS. 

Quintus Turius, who was an African mer- 
chant of great probity, as well as of an ho- 
nourable family, is lately dead. He has ap- 
pointed Cneius Saturninus, Sextus Aufidius, 
and Caius Anneius, together with Quintus Con- 
sidius Gallus, Lucius Servilius Posthumus, and 
Caius Rubellius, all of them men of the same 
worthy character as himself, his joint heirs. I 
find you have already treated them in so gene- 
rous 
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rous a manner, that they have more occasion 
for my acknowledgments to you, than my re- 
commendation : and, indeed, the favours they 
gratefully profess to have received from your 
hands, are more considerable than I should 
have ventured, perhaps, to request. Never- 
theless, as I perfectly well know the regard you 
pay to my recommendation, I will take cou- 
rage, and entreat you to add to those services 
which you have already, without my solicita- 
tion, so liberally conferred upon them. But 
what I am particularly to desire is, that you 
would not suffer Eros Turios, the testator's 
freedman, to continue to embezzle his late pa- 
tron's effects. In every other instance, also, I 
recommend their interest to your protection, 
assuring you that you will receive much satis- 
faction from the regard and attachment of these 
my illustrious friends. Again and again, there- 
fore, I very earnestly recommend them to your 
good offices. Farewel. 

LETTER 
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LETTEIt XXXI. 

[A. U. 709.J 

To Deciwus Beutus, Consul elect 

When our friend Lupus arrived with your 
dispatches, I had retired from Hotne 9 , to a place 
where I thought I could be most secure from 
danger. For this reason, notwithstanding he 
took care that your letter 1 should be delivered 
into my hands, and continued some days in 
the city, yet he returned without receiving my 
answer. However, I came back hither oa the 
pth of this month*, when I immediately, as my 
first and principal concern, paid a visit to Pan- 
sa*, from whom I had the satisfaction of hear- 
ing such an account of you as was most agree- 
able to my wishes. As you wanted not any 
exhortations to engage you in the noblest en- 
terprise 

9 Sew after Cicero's late return to Rome, (see rem. 3. 
p. 134. of this vol.) he came to an open rupture with An- 
tony. He found it necessary, therefore, for his security, to 
remove from the city to some of his villas near Naples. Life 
qfCic. iii. 87. 

1 The same, probably, which stands the 21st in the present 
book, p. 138. 

a December. Autony had just before left Rome, in or- 
der to march his army into Cisalpine Gaul. Upon the news 
of this retreat, Cicero immediately returned to the city. — 
Life ofCic. iii. 98. 

3 Consul elect for the ensuing year. 
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enterprise 4 that stands recorded in history ; so 
I am persuaded they are altogether unnecessary 
in the present conjuncture. It may not be 
improper, nevertheless, just to intimate that the 
whole expectations of the Roman people, and 
all their hopes of liberty, are entirely fixed up- 
on you. If you constantly bear in mind (what 
I well know is ever in your thoughts) the glo* 
rious part you have already achieved, most un- 
doubtedly you can never forget how much 
there still remains for you to perform. In fact; 
should that man to whom I always declared 
myself a friend, till he openly and forwardly 
took up arms against the republic ; should An- 
tony possess himself of your province 5 , I see 
not the least possibility of our preservation. I 
join my earnest intercessions, therefore, with 
those of the whole republic, that you would 
finish what you have so happily begun, and de- 
liver us for ever from the tyranny of a despo- 
tic government^ This patriot-task belongs 
particularly to yourself; and Rome, or, to 
speak more properly, every nation throughout 
the world, not only expects, but requires, their 
deliverance at your hands. But I am sensible 
(as I have already said) that you need no ex- 
hortations 

* The killing of Caesar. 
5 Cisalpine Gaul. 
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hortations to animate you for this purpose. I 
will spare my admonitions, therefore, and rather 
assure you (what, indeed, is more properly my 
part) that my most zealous and active services 
shall always be exerted for your interest. Be 
well persuaded, then, that, not only for the sake 
of the republic, which is dearer to me than my 
life, but from irty particular regard likewise to 
yourself, I shall omit no opportunity of for-? 
warding your glorious designs, and of pro- 
moting those honours you so justly deserve* 
Farewel. 

LETTER XXXII. 

[A.U.709.] 
To CORNIFICIUS. 

1 here is no man that cultivates my friend- 
ship with greater marks of esteem than Sextus 
Aufidius ; nor is there any of equestrian rank 
who bears a more distinguished character. 
The strictness of his morals is so happily tem- 
pered with the sweetness of his disposition, 
that he unites the severest virtue with the ea- 
siest and most engaging address. I recom- 
mend his affairs in Africa to you, with the ut- 
most warmth and sincerity of my heart. You 
will extremely oblige me t therefore, by shewing 

him 
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him that yon pay the highest regard to my re- 
commendation ; and I very earnestly entreat 
you, my dear Comificius, to comply with this 
request. Farewel. 

LETTER XXIII. 

[A.U.7T>9.] 

To Decimus Brutus, Consul-elect. 

Marcus Seius has, I suppose, informed you 
what mv sentiments were at the conference 
which Lupus held at my house with Libo, your 
relation Servilius, and myself; as he was pre- 
sent during the consultation. And, though 
Greceius immediately followed him, he can 
give you an account of all that passed after 
Seius set out 6 . 

The grand and capital point, which I could 
wish you to be well convinced of, and ever to 
bear in your mind, is, that in acting for the se- 
curity of our commoii liberties, you ought, 
by no means, to wait the sanction of the se- 
nate ; as that assembly is not yet sufficiently 
free aftd uncontrolled in its deliberations. To 
conduct yourself by a contrary principle, would 

be 

* The principal intent of this consultation seems to have 
been to determine, whether Decimus Brutus should venture, 
'without the express sanction of the senate, to act offensively 
against Antony; who was, at this time, "on his march to dis- 
possess Brutus of Cisalpine Gaul. , 

Vol. III. M 
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be to condemn the first glorious steps you took 
for the deliverance of the commonwealth, and 
which were so much the wore illustrious, as 
they were unsupported by the formal suffrage, 
of public authority. It would be to declare, 
that the measures of young Csesar are rash and 
ill-considered ; who, in the same unauthorised 
manner, has undertaken the important cause of 
the commonwealth 7 . In a word, it would be 
to shew the world that you thought those brave 
and worthy veterans your fellow-soldiers, to* 
gether with the fourth and martial legions*, 
had judged and acted irrationally, in deeming 
their consul an enemy to his country, and con- 
secrating their arms to the service of the re- 
public. 

7 When Antony set out for Brundisium, in order to meet 
the legions which were returning from Macedonia, as has 
been related in the 27th letter of this book, Octavius went 
amongst those veteran soldiers to whom Caesar had granted 
settlements in Campania, From these he drew together, at 
his own expence, and by his private authority, a very consi- 
derable body of troops to oppose Antony, if he had thought 
proper to have made any attempts upon Rome with the Ma* 
cedonian legions. Philip, ii. 2. 12. Ad Jtt. xvi. 8- 

9 The Roman legions were originally named according to 
the order in which they were raised, as the^rst, the second,, 
&c. But as those legions which were occasionally raised in the 
provinces, were distinguished, likewise, in the same manner, 
it was usual to add to this numeral designation* some other, 
for the sake of avoiding confusion. This latter denomination 
was generally taken either from the country in which they 
served t as the legio Parthka, or from the name of the gene- 
ral who levied them, as the legio Augusta; or from the name 
of some divinity, as in the present instance, the legio Marlicu 
Rosin, de Antiq. Rom. p % <)66. 
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public 9 . To pursue measures ivhich are agreed 
able to the general sense of the senate, may be 
well considered as acting under their express 
authority ; when it is fear alone that restrains 
them from signifying their approbation in a 
formal manner. In fine, you can no longer he- 
sitate, whether you should be guided by the 
principle I am recommending, as you have it! 
two strong instances been governed by it al- 
ready ; first, on the ides of March, and lately 
when you raised your troops. Upon the whole/ 
then, you ought to be both disposed and pre- 
pared to act, not merely as you shall be com^ 
manded, but in such a manner as to render 
your achievements the subject of universal ad- 
miration and applause. FareweL 

4 

LETTER XXXIV. 

[A.U.709,] 

To the same. 

Our friend Lupus very punctually delivered 
your commands and your letter to me, the next 
morning after his arrival in Rome ; which was 
in six days after his leaving Mutina\ I cannot 

but 

* These two legions (part of those which arrived from 
Macedonia) refused the offers which Antony made to them 
"at Brundisium, and afterwards joined themselves withOcta- 
rias. Ad Att. xvi. 8. Philip, iii. 3. 

1 A city in Cisalpine Gaul,, where Decimus Brutus' was 
shortly afterwards besieged by Antony. It is now called' 
Modena. 

M2 
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byt consider you a* recommending my owq 
honours to my protection, when you request 
$13 to be the guardian of yours ; for, be assured, 
thty are equally my .concert- It will give me 
grftit pleasure, therefore, to find, that you doubt 
art :^f my promoting them, upa^ every occa- 
tton,-. to thfc best 6f my deal and judgment. Ao* 
ftfrdingjly, although 1 had purpoaed.not.to ap* 
pfeariftthfe $a»*te befort the first Qf January 
JtfSLt, yet the tribunes of the people, having on 
$*at ' very, da$| J&n which your manifesto* was 
pnb^hed y : iasqad out a proclamation for a 
meeting of the senate ©a the 2,0th df thia 
vifcnth 3 , in order to move that a guard might 
bb appointed for the security of the consul* 
elect 4 .; my affection towards yqu, induced me 
to change my resolution, and I determined to 
attend. I thought, indeed, it would be a most 
unpardonable omission, if the senate, should be 
holden without taking notice of your inesti- 
mable" services W tfte republic}, is it unques- 
tionably would h&ve been if I had riot attended ; 
er that I should not be present to Support *tfy 
decree that might-happen to be proposed for 
like advancement of your honours. For this 

,'.'.'.. , "reason, 

* Tte purport pi tty* manifesto, of jPicimus 6*i*tu$» wa% 
to declare his resolution of en4wpuri>ng to prewrve tbe 
province of Cisalpiae.GauJy over which be ppesidetU in its- 
^)egi*nce to th^ republic., fkil^uu 4*. 

* December. 

* Hirtius and Pansa. , 
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reason, I came early into the senate, and my 
presence brought together a great number of 
the members. I will fca^g it to your other 
friends, to inform you what I there said to your 
advantage; as well as of the speech which J 
afterwards made to the same purpose, in a very 
numerous assembly of the people*. In,the mea^ 
time, let me entreat y<yu to believe, that 1 shall 
inost zealously embrace every opportunity 6t 
contributing to the increase of . thbse digrtrties 
joU already possess ; apd although' I arrl , sen- 
sible I shall meet with many rivals in my gooct 
office^ for this purpose, yet I will venture trf 
claim the first rani in that honourable list 
ftarewel. 

• txTtm 

5 Thesd two speechet afe the fctrtrd an<f fourth 6f the t*h'i* 
Ijppics. Tbt lenat^ amongfct <*Ae* \ depicts *hi*k : th»$ 
passed upon this occasion, approved and. ratified the mea* 
aires fchich Dadtnns* Brtiftrs bachaken rft Cftalpinfe &a'\U^ 
iht tekwt .of fta| flavin*?* Phtfip, Jv. 4. I ; * 
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LETTER XXXV. 

[A. U. 709. J v 

TO CORNIFICIUS. 

I am waging war here against that most ini- 
quitous of all sanguinary ruffians, my col- 
league 6 Antony j but by no means, however, 
upon equal terms ; as I have nothing but my 
tongue to oppose to his arms. He ventured, 
in a speech which he lately made to the people, 
to throw out some bitter invectives against 
ycm. But his insolence did not pass unchas- 
tised; add he shall have still farther reason to 
remember, against whom it is that he has thus 
pointed his injurious attacks. But, as your 
other friends, I imagine, supply you with ac- 
counts of our transactions, I should rather 
inform you what turn affairs are likely to take; 
and, indeed, it is a point of no very difficult 
conjecture. The republic labours under a total 
oppression; her friends are without a leader, 
and our glorious tyrannicides are dispersed irito : 
different and distant quarters. Pansa means 
well to the commonwealth, and delivefs his sen- 
timents with great spirit and freedom. Hirtius 
recovers but slowly 7 ; and, in truth, I know 

not 

6 Antony and Cicero were colleagues as members of the. 
college of Augurs. 

7 Pansa and Hirtius, as has already been noted, were 

consuls 
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not what to think of him. Our only hope is, 
that the people at last will be awakened from 
their lethargy, and act with a spirit becoming 
the descendants of their heroic ancestors. For 
myself, at least, I will never be wanting to my 
country; and whatever misfortune may attend 
the commonwealth after I have exerted my best 
efforts to prevent it, I shall bear it with perfect 
equanimity. You may depend, likewise, upon 
my supporting you in your rank and dignities, 
to the utmost of my power. Accordingly, in 
an assembly of the senate, which was holden 
on the 20th of this month*, I proposed (among 
other necessary and important articles, which I 
carried by a great majority) that the present 
proconsuls should be continued in their respec- 
tive governments ; and that they should be or- 
dered not to resign them into other hands, than 
those which the senate should appoint* I made 
this motion, not only as thinking it highly 
expedient for the interest of the republic, 
but with a particular view ako of preserving 
yQu in your provincial command 9 . Let me 

exhort 

consuls elect for the approaching year. The latter, about 
this time, was attacked by a mort dangerous sic kness ; and 
his health was esteemed of so much importance, at this junc- 
ture, to the commonwealth, that public vows were put up for 
his recovery. Philip, vii. 4. 
. J December. 

9 Antony, a short time before he left Rome in order to 
M 4 march 
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exhort you, then, for the sake of our country, 
and let roc conjure you by your regard to my- 
self, not to suffer any man to usurp the least 
part of your authority ; but^, in every instance, to 
maintain the dignity of your rank and character, 
as a possession which nothing can countervail 
To deal with you agreeably to that sincerity 
which our friendship requires, I must tell you, 
that all the world would have highly applaud-* 
ed your conduct, if you had c6mplied with my 
advice in regard to Semprojiius. But the affair 
is now over ; and, in itself, indeed, it was a 
matter of no great importance. It is of the 
utmost, however, that you should employ, as I 
hope you will, every possible mean to retain 
your province in its allegiance. I would ad4 
more, but your courier presses me to dispatch; 
I must entreat you, therefore, to make my ex- 
cuses to Cherippus, for not writing to him by 
this opportunity. FareweL 

LETTER 

march against Peeing Brutus* had procured an illegal dis- 
tribution of the provinces among his friends ; by which Caius 
, Calvisius was appointed to succeed Cornificius in Africa. 
fhilip. iii. Pigh Annal. ii. p. 465. 
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LETTER XXXVL 

Quintus Cicero to Tiko* 
Youu letter brought with it a Tery strong*, 
though silent reproof, for my having thus long 
omitted writing to you. x I could not, indeed, 
but be sensible how much I had lost by my 
negligence, when I observed that those points 
which my brother (from tenderness, perhaps, 
or haste) had but slightly touched in his let- 
ter, were faithfully represented in yours, in all 
their genuine colours. This was particularly 
the case, in respect to what you mentioned 
concerning the consuls elect*. I know, indeed, 
that they £tc totally sunk in sloth* and de- 
bauchery : and if they should not recede from 
the helm, we are in the utmost danger of being 
irrecoverably lost. I was myself a witness, 
during a summer's campaign with them in Gaul, 
that they were guilty of such actions, and 
within* sight too of the enemy's camp, as are 
almost beyond all belief: and I am well per- 
suaded, unless we shoukl be better supported 
than we are at present, that the scoundrel An- 
tony will gain them over to his party, by ad- 
mitting them as associates in his licentious 

pleasures. 

* Pansa and Hirtius. 
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pleasures. The truth of it is, the republic must 
necessarily either throw herself under the pro* 
tection of the tribunes, or employ some private 
hand to defend her cause : for as to these noble 
consuls of ours, one of them is scarce worthy 
to preside over Caesena 1 ; and I would not trust . 
the other with superintending the paltry ho* 
vels of Cossutius\ 

I hope to be with you towards the latter end 
of this month. In the mean while, let me re- 
peat what I have often said, that I tenderly 
love you. My impatience to see you is, indeed, 
so immoderate, that if our first meeting were 
to happen in the midst of the forum, I should 
not forbear to transgress the rules of good, 
breeding, and most warmly embrace you in 
the presence of the whole assembly. Farewel. 

LETTER 

1 " An obscure town- in Italy, situated upon the Papis, 
" a river which empties itself into the Adriatic, between 
" Ufens and the Rubicon/' Mr. Rots. 

* Who this person was is unknown. Pique and preju- 
dice seem to have had a considerable hand in the draught 
which Quintus has here delineated of the two consuls. That 
Pansa and Hirtius were infected with the fashionable vices of 
the age, is altogether probable ; but that they wanted either 
-spirit or capacity for action, is by no means true, as will evi- 
dently appear in the farther progress of these letters. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

[A. U. 709.] 

Cicero, the Son 5 , to his dearest Tiro. 

After having been in daily and earnest ex- 
pectation of your couriers, they are at length, 
to my great satisfaction, arrived, having per- 
formed their voyage in forty-six days from the 
time they left you. The joy I received from 
my dear father's most affectionate letter, was 
crowned by the very agreeable one which at- 
tended it from yourself. I can no longer repent, 
therefore, of having neglected writing to you ; 
as it has proved a mean of furnishing me with 
an ample proof of your good-nature ; and it is 
with much pleasure I find that you admit the 
apology I made for my silence. 

That the advantageous reports you have 
heard of my conduct, were perfectly agreeable, 
my dearest Tiro, to your wishes, I can by no 
means doubt : and it shall be my constant en- 
deavour 

' He was at this time pursuing his studies at Athens, un- 
der the direction of Cratippus, one of ihe most celebrated 
philosophers of the peripatetic sect. If young Cicero bad 
not the talents of his father, his genius, however, seems by 
no means to have beea contemptible ; and the present Utter, 
written when he was but nineteen years of age, is a full con* 
fotation of those who have charged him with a want of sense, 
*ven to a degree of stupidity. $ec p. 320. of this vol. 
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deavour to confirm and increase the general 
good opinion which i» thus arising in my fa- 
vour. You may venture, therefore, with great 
confidence, to be, what you obligingly pro- 
mise, the herald of my fame. Indeed, I reflect 
with so much pain and contrition of mind on 
the errors into which my youth and inexperi- 
ence have betrayed me, that I not only lofok 
upon them with abhorrence, but cannot bekt 
even to hear them mentioned : and I am well 
convinced that you take a part in the uneasi- 
ness which I suffer from this circumstance. It 
is no wonder you should be solicitous for the 
welfare of a person whom both interest and in- 
clination recommend to your godd wishes, as 1 
have ever been desirous you should partake of 
all the advantages that attend me. But if my 
conduct has formerly given you pain, it shall 
henceforward, be assured, afford you reason to 
think of me with double satisfaction. 

I live with Oatippus, rather as his son than 
his pupil ; and not only attend his lectures with 
pleasure, but am extremely delighted with the 
peculiar sweetness of his conversation. Accord- 
ingly I spend whole days in his company, and 
frequently, indeed, the most part of the nighty, 
.as I entreat him to sup with me as often as his 
engagements will permit* Since the introduction 

of 
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of this custom, he every now and then unex- 
pectedly steals in upon us while we are at table ; 
and, laying aside the severity of the philosopher, 
enters with great good humour into all the mirth 
and pleasantry of our conversation. Let me re- 
quest you, then, to hasten hither as soon as pos- 
sible, in order to enjoy with us the society of 
this most agreeable and excellent man. As to 
Bruttius, I never suffer him to be absent from 
me a single moment. His company is as enter- 
taining as his conduct is exemplary ; and he 
perfectly well knows how to reconcile mirth 
and good humour with the serious disquisitions 
of philosophy. I have taken a house for him 
near mine, and assist his narrow fortunes as far 
as my slender finances will admit*. 

I have begun to declaim in Greek, under 
Cassius, as I choose to employ myself in Latin 
exercises of that kind with Bruttius. I live in 
great familiarity also with those learned and 
approved friends of Cratippus, whom he brought 
with him from Mitylene, and pass much of my 
time likewise with Epicrates, one of the most 
considerable persons in Athens > together with 
Leonides, and several others of the same rank 
* and 

5 Tbe allowance which Cicero made to bis son, during 
hk residence at Athens, was about 7001. a year. Vid. Ad 
Att. xvi. 1, 
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and merit. Thus I have given you a general 
sketch of my life. 

As to what you mention concerning Gorgias, 
notwithstanding that he was of service to me in 
my oratorical exercises, yet my father's com- 
mands were superior to all other considerations : 
and as he peremptorily wrote to me that I should 
immediately dismiss him 6 , I have obeyed his 
injunctions. I would not suffer myself, indeed, 
to hesitate a moment, lest my reluctance should 
raise any suspicions in my father to my disacU 
. vantage. Besides, I thought it would ill be- 
come me to take upon myself to be a judge of 
the propriety of his orders. I am extremely 
obliged to you, however, for the friendly ad- 
vice you give me in this affair* 

I very readily admit the excuse you make on 
account of your want of leisure, perfectly well 
knowing how much your time is generally en- 
gaged. I aim extremely glad to hear that you 
have bought a farm, and wish you much joy 
of the purchase. But you must not wonder 
that I deferred my congratulations to this part of 
my letter j for you will remember it was about 

the 

6 This unworthy tutor had encouraged his pupil in a pas- 
sion for drinking, a vice in which the young Cicero, how sin- 
cere soever he might have been in his present resolves, most 
shamefully signalised himself in his more mature years.— •* 
Plut. in vit. Cic. Plin. Hist. Nat. xiv. 22. 
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the same place in yours that you communicated 
to me the occasion of them. You have now a 
retreat from all the fatiguing ceremonies of the 
city, and are become a Roman of the true old 
rural kind 7 . 1 take pleasure in figuring you to 
myself, in the midst of your country employ- 
ments, buying your tools of husbandry, dealing 
out your orders to your bailiff, and carefully 
treasuring up the fruit-seeds from your desert 
To be serious, I sincerely join with you in re- 
gretting that I could not be of service to you 
upon this occasion. But be assured, my dear 
Tiro, I shall not fail to assist you, if ever for- 
tune should put it in my power ; especially as I 
am sensible you made this purchase with a view 
to my use as well as your own. 

I am obliged to your care in executing my 
commission. I desire you would see that I have 
a writer sent to me who understands Greek, as I 
lose much time in transcribing my lectures. But, 
above all, I entreat you to take care of your 
health, that we may have the pleasure of enjoy- 
ing together many philosophical conversations. 
I recommend Anthems to your good offices, 
and bid you farewel, 

LETTER 

7 Alluding, perhaps, to those celebrated Romans in the 
earlier ages of the republic, who, after having been called 
forth from their farms to the service of their country, dis- 
charged with glory the functions of the state, and then re- 
turned to their ploughs* 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 

[a. u. rod.] 
From the same, to Tiro. 

The reasons you assign for the intermission 
of your letters are perfectly just ; but I hope 
that these excuses will not very frequently re* 
cur. Tis true I receive intelligence of puhKc 
affairs from particular expresses, as well as 
from general report ; and am continually as* 
sured, likewise, of my father's affection, by his 
own hand ; yet I always take great pleasure in 
reading a letter from yourself, be it upon ever 
so trifling a subject. I hope, therefore, since 
I am thus earnestly desirous of hearing from 
you, that you will not, for the future, send me 
apologies instead of epistles. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXIX. 

[A.U.709.] 

Bithywicus* to Cicero. 

If we were not mutually attached to each 
other, by many singular good offices, 1 should 
remind you of that friendship which formerly 
subsisted between our parents : but I leave ar- 
guments 
8 See re m. 6. p. S9. of tk» vpK 

1 
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guments of this kind to those who have neg- 
lected to improve their hereditary connexions. 
For myself, I am well satisfied with going no 
farther for my claim to your services, than to 
our own personal amity. In confidence of 
which let me entreat you, if you believe that 
none of your favours will be thrown away upon 
roe, that you would, upon all occasions, during 
my absence 9 , take my interests under your pro- 
tection. FareweL 

LETTER 

9 In Sicily : to which province he succeeded as governor 
at the expiration of his praetorship. Pigh. Annal. iii. p. 47& 

Vol. III. N 
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LETTER L 
[a. v. no.} 

To COjR* IJT1CI US 1 * 

I neglect no opportunity (and, indeed, jf I 

did, I should feU in what you have a full right 

to expect from me) not only "of celebrating 

your merit, but of promoting $hose honours it 

so justly deserves. But I choose you should 

be informed of my zealous endeavours for this 

.purpose, by the letters of your family, rather 

than 
* Sec rem. 6. p. 6l . of thu vol* 
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than by my hand. Let me employ it in exhort- 
ing you to turn all your care and your atten- 
tion upon the republic. This is an object wor- 
thy of your spirit and your talents ; as it is a- 
greeabie, likewise, to those hopes which you 
ought to entertain, of still rising in the digni- 
ties of your country. But this is atopic I will 
enlarge upoii another time. In the mean while, 
I will inform you, that the public affairs are to- 
tally in suspense ; as the commissioners are not 
yet returned, whom the senate deputed to An- 
tony ; not to sue for peace, indeed, but to de- 
nounce war, unless he shall immediately pay 
obedience to the orders with which they are 
charged*. 

I seized the first occasion that offered of re- 
suming my former spirit, in standing forth as 
the protector both of the senate and the people ; 
and from the> moment I thus declared myself 

the 

* These injunctions Were, that Antony should instantly 
quit the siege of Modena, and desist from ail hostilities in 
.Gaul. Cicero strongly opposed the sending this deputation, 
as it was below the dignity of the senate to enter into any 
sort of treaty with a man whom they had already, in effect, 
declared a public enemy ; as it would have the appearance 
of fear; and, as the only method of bringing Antony to his 
duty, would be by an immediate and vigorous prosecution of 
the war. But these reasons, and others of the .same tenden- 
cy, which Cicero urged with great warmth and eloquence, 
^were over-ruled by the friends of Antony; and it was order- 
ed that Servius Sulpicius, Lucius Piso, and Lucius Philippus, 
all of them persons of consular rank, should carry this mes- 
sage from the senate to Antony. Vid. Philip, v. 
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the advocate of liberty, I have not lost the 
least favourable opportunity for the defence of 
our common rights. But this, likewise, is an 
article for which I choose to refer you to the 
information of others. 

* It is with all possible warmth and earnestness 
that I recommend Titus Pinarius to your fa^ 
vour, as one who, not only from a similitude of 
taste and studies, but as he is possessed also of 
every amiable virtue, engages my strongest af» 
fection. He comes into your province in order 
to superintend the affairs of Dionysius, who, as 
he is much, 1 am sensible, in your esteem, so no 
man stands higher in mine. Unnecessary, there* 
fore, as I know it to be to recommend his in* 
teres ts to your protection, yet I cannot forbear 
doing .so : and I doubt not of your giving oc- 
casion to the very grateful Pinarius of sending 
me a letter of acknowledgment for your good 
offices both to himself and to Dionysius, Fare- 

weL 

N 3 LETTER 
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LETTER II. 

[A.U.710J 

Tq Decimus Brutus, Consul elect. 

PolI Abends me word that an opportunity, 
offers of conveying a letter to you : but, at 
presetit, I hare fcothing material to vrite, All 
public business, indeed, is entirely suspended, 
till we shall hear what success the deputies 4 hare 
met with, from whom we have not yet received 
any intelligence. I will take this occasion, how-* 
ever, of telling you, that the senate and the 
people are greatly anxious concerning you, not 
only as their own preservation depends- upon 
yours, but as they are extremely solicitous that 
you should acquit yourself with- glory. The 
truth is, you have, in a Very remarkable degree* 
the general affection of the whole republic* 
Vhich confidently hopes, that as you lately de* 
liyered us from one tyrant*, so you will now 
free us from the danger of another*. 

We are raising troops 7 in Rome and through- 
put all Italy, if that term jnay, with any propriety, 

be 

3 The wife of Decimus Brutus. 

* Those mentioned in the preceding letter. 

* Caesar. 

* Antony. 

1 The senate did not suspend their preparations for war* 
notwithstanding the deputation they had sent to Antony. On 

the 
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be employed, where every man eagerly presses 
to enter into the service; so- warmly are the 
people animated with a passion of recovering 
their liberties, and such is their abhorrence of 
the slavery they have thus long sustained ! 

W+wm expect «#» to recede apj ^coupt 
from yep, wrt o»ly of your owi* operation?, 
hut of those, likewise, of our eopft?^ friend 
Hirtiua, wd of Caesar* wham I mmt p^rtiei** 
htfy call mm* I hops, &lw«#y, to see you ^lfr 
thDee united in the ge»««l hwwr <?f one com-, 
mon victory. For the ?ept> I hm only to a4d 
(what I had rather you should l$3fB> fcqwever, 
from the tettaw of yq«r &wilyj ?ad wfot I 
hope tbejr are *q just as tQ a$sur$ yo«) th^t. J 
neithe? da, nor ever ahall* neglect any oppqrtu-* 
nity of contributing to tfcg advwreejnsnt Qf 
your puWic hpnoim. Farewell 

l&TWk 

the contrary, Hirtius and Octaviu* marched inta Gaulattka 
ljead qf 3 considerable army, while Pans* remaned in Jtaly, 
in order to complete the additional troops with which he 
purposed to join them, Ufi gffifc. hi, nu 

' N4 
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LETTER III. 

[A. u. no.] 

To Plancus*. 

The visit I lately received from Furnius 9 af- 
forded me great satisfaction, not only upon his 
own account, but more particularly on yours, 
as he painted you so strongly to my mind, that 
I could not but fancy, during the whole con- 
versation, that you were actually present. He 
represented to me the heroism you display in the 
military affairs of your province, the equity of 
your civil administration ; the prudence which 
distinguishes every part of your conduct in ge- 
neral; together with what I was by no means, 
indeed, a stranger to before, the charms of your 
social and friendly qualities. To this he did 
not forget to add, likewise, the singular gene- 
rosity which you have shewn in your behaviour 
towards himself. Every one of these articles I 
heard with pleasure ; and, for the last, I an* 
much obliged to you 1 . 

The friendship I enjoy with your family, my 
dfear Plancus, commenced somewhat before 

you 

• See rem. 2. p. 134. of this vol. 

9 He was one of the lieutenants of Plancus. 

1 Furnius bad been particularly recommended by Ci- 
cero to the favour of Plancus. See let. 20. of the preced- 
ing book. 
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you "were born : arid, as the affection which t 
conceived for you begun from your childhood, 
so, in your more mature years, it was mutually' 
improved into the strictest intimacy. These ar© 
considerations Which strongly engage me to 
favour your interests : ■ which I look upon, in- 
deed, as my own. Merit, in conjunction with 
fortane r have crowned you, even thus early in 
your life, with the highest distinctions : as the 
diligent exertion of your superior talents has 
frustrated the opposition of those many envi- 
ous antagonists, who vainly endeavoured to 
obstruct your way. And now, if you will be 
influenced by the advice of a man who greatly 
loves you, and who, from a long connexion 
with you, has an equal claim to your regard 
with the oldest of your friends, you will re- 
iseive all the future honours of your life from 
the republic in its best and most constitutional 
form. There was a season, you know, (for no- 
thing surely could have escaped- your discern- 
ment) there was a season* when the world 
thought you too compliant with the prevailing 
faction of the times: and I should have 
thought so too, if I had imagined that your 
approbation was to be measured by your sub- 
l mission. But as I knew the sentiments of your 

heart, 
* During Caesar's usurpation. 
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heart, I was persuaded you bad prudently con- 
sidered the extent of your power. Fuirtic a£ 
fairs, however, are at present in a; fer different 
situation ^ and you may now freely act in e*ety 
point as> your judgment shall direct. The tine 
is shortly approaching, when, in consequence 
of yaw present designation,* you will enter 
upon the consular office 9 ; and you will enter 
upon it, my friend* in the prime of your year*; 
with the advantage of possessing the noblest 
and roost commanding eloquence ; and* at a 
period too, when there is the utmost scarcity 
of such illustrious citizens as yourself, J*et mo 
conjure you, then, by the immortal gods, most 
earnestly to pursue those measures that will en- 
sure the highest glory to your character. Now, 
there is but one passible method of acting to- 
wards the republic with this advantage toyout 
reputation : at least, there is but one in the pre** 
sent conjuncture, as the commonwealth has for 
so many years* 4 been disturbed by 1 our intestine 
commotions^ 

When I write to you in this strain, it is ra- 
ther in compliance with the dictates of my af- 
fection, than as supposing that you stand in 
Deed either of precepts oj admonitions. 1 am 

sensible 

_ 2 .Sec rem. 5. p. 136. of this voh 

*"The civil wars had new continued ttomt scran years, 
4 
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sensible that you are sufficiently supplied with 
reflections of this nature, from the same source 
whence I derive them myself : it is time, there- 
fore, to put an end to what I designed, not as 
an ostentation of my wisdom, but merely as an 
instance of my friendship. I will only add, 
that you may depend upon the most zealous of 
my services upon every occasion, wherein I 
shall imagine your credit and character is con- 
cerned* Parewel, 

J.ETTERIV.. 

[A.U.710.] 

Plancus to Cicero. 

Jam exceedingly obliged to you for your let- 
ter* : a favour^ for which I am indebted, I per- 
ceive, to the account that Furnius gave of me 
in the conversatiop you mention. If I have 
not written to you sooner, you must impute it 
to my being informed that you were set out 
upon your expedition into Greece : and I was 
not apprised of your return till a very short 
time before I learned it from your letter. I 
mention this because I should think myself de- 
serving of the highest reproach, if I were in* 
fentionally guilty of an omission, even in the 

slightest 

* The preceding ey iitle. 
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slightest office of friendship towards you. The 
intimacy, indeed, which was contracted be- 
tween you and my father ; the early esteem I 
conceived of your merit, together with those 
instances of affection I have received from you, 
supply me with many powerful reasons for not 
failing in the regards I owe you. Be assured, 
therefore, my dear Cicero, there is no man 
whom I am sosnuch disposed to revere as yourr 
self: as, indeed; the great disparity of our ages, 
may well justify .me. in looking up to you with 
all the sacred respect of filial veneration. I re- 
ceived your admonitions, therefore, as so many 
dictates of the most consummate wisdom ; at 
the same time that I considered them as in- 
stances, likewise, of your unfeigned sincerity ^ 
for, in this respect, I judge of your heart by 
what I feel in my own. If I- had any doubt 
then, what measures to pursue, or were inclined 
to adopt others than those you recommend, I 
should most certainly be determined by your 
judgment, or restrained by your advice : but in 
my present situation, can there possibly Be an 
inducement to draw me from those paths you 
point out ? The truth is, that whatever honour- 
able distinctions I have acquired, either by my 
fiwij. industry, or by the favours of fortune, 
though far inferior to what your affection re- 

i presents 
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presents them ; yet they want no other lustre, 
perhaps, but that of having been attained with 
the general approbation of the commonwealth; 
£nd *his even the most inveterate of my ene- 
mies acknowledge. Be assured then, that the 
whole of my -power, my prudence, and my -au- 
thority, shall ever be exerted in the service of 
the republic. As I am no stranger to your 
sentiments, I am well persuaded that mine 
would never disagree with yours, if I had the 
happiness of having you so near me as to be 
able to consult them. But though I cannot 
enjoy this very desirable advantage, yet I trust 
you will never have occasion to condemn my 
conduct. 

, I am extremely impatient to learn what is 
transacting in the nearer Gaul 6 , as well as what 
eflfect the present month 7 may produce in re- 
gard to affairs at Rome. In the mean time, I 
am earnestly labouring to prevent the people of 
this province from pursuing the example of 
their neighbours, by taking advantage of the 
public disturbances to throw off their alle- 
giance. And should my endeavours be at- 
tended 

6 Where Decimus Brutus commanded, who, at this time, 
was actually besieged in Modena by Mark Antony: a cir- 
cumstance, to which Plancus, 'tis probable, was no Granger, 
though he thought proper to affect ignorance. 

7 January-: wh§n the new consuls always entered upon 
:their office. The consuls for the present year were Hirtius 

and Tans*. 
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tended with the success they deserve, I doubt 
stotof being approved, not only by emery friend 
of liberty m general, but, what I am most am- 
Mtkrai of, by yourself in particular* Fasewe), 
my dear Cicero, and love me with an equal re- 
turn of that affection I hear you. 

LETTER V* 

[A.U.710.] 
TO PXANCUS. 

lux duplicate you sent me of yowr letter' wa* 
sn instance of your obliging cane lest I should 
Ik disappointed of what I so impatiently wished 
to mceivie. The contents afforded me a double 
satisfaction ; and I am at a loss to determine 
whether the friendship you profess for myself, 
or the zeal you discover for the republic, jen^ 
dered it most truly acceptable. To apeak my 
own opinion, indeed, the public affections are 
altogether noble and sublime; but surely there 
is something more amiably sweet in those of tibe 
private kind. Accordingly, that part of your 
letter where you remind me of the intimacy ip 
which I lived with your father, of the early dis- 
position you found in yourself to love me, to- 
gether with other passages to the same friendly 
r putpose, filled my heart with the most exqui- 
site pleasure, as the sentiments you profess with 

regard 
9 The foregoing. 
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tfegard to the coimnopweatih, nfeeA in me Ac 
toighetft satisfaction : and, to say truth, I m 
«o 'much the more pleased with the latter, as 
-they Mure accompanied, at the same time, with 
the&rtnen 

To repeat what I said in the tetter to wkidi 
ysrti /have >retu reed so obliging an answer, let 
*rfe not *>nly exhort, but entreat you, my <dcar 
Ftoacufc, itoieaert your utmost powers in the 
HBervice^f the eommonwe«ilth. There is nothing 
'4hat'c*n<int>ife contribute to the advancement 
^fyour glory? for*mongst4U (human honours, 
Udrte *no6t<ce#taitfly is superior *o that of de- 
serving well of one's country. Your great good 
sense and good nature will suffer me, I know, 
to speak my sedtimetiis to you with the same 
freedom that 1 have hitherto used. Let me 
again observe then, that the honours you have 
already acquired, though you could not, in- 
deed, have attained to them withoutmerit, yet 
•th^y ha veprinci pally been owing to fortune in 
^conjunction with the particular circumstances 
of the times. But whatever services you. shall 
eperform for the republic in this very critical 
conjuncture, will reflect a lustre upon your 
-character,, that will derive all its splendour front 
.yourself alone. It is incredible how odious 
<Aritaqy/is become to -all sorts of, peqple, except 
those oiily df the *same dishonest ^views *mih 

himself: 
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-himself: but the great hopes and expectations 
of the republic are fixed upon you and the army 

; you command. Let me conjure you then, in 
the most solemn manner, not to lose s<> impor- 
tant an opportunity of establishing yourself in 

J;he' esteem arid favour of your fellowwpitizens, 
or in other words, of gathering immortal praise. 
Believe me, it is with all the tenderness of a 
father that I thus admonish you; that I enter 
into your interests with as mugh warmth as if 
they were my own ; and that my exhortations 
proceed from the zeal I bear for the glory of 
my friend, and the welfare of my country. 
Adieu. 

LETTER VI. 

' [A. U. 710.] 

. , To Caius Cassjus. 

Oh, that you had invited me to that glorious 
feast you exhibited on the ides of March ! 
Be assured, I would have suffered none of it < 
to have gone off untouched 9 : Whereas the 
part you unhappily spared, occasions me, abovie 
all others, more trouble than you can well 
'imagine. I must acknowledge, at the'sante 

1 time, 

9 Alluding to the conspirators having spared Antony when 
they destroyed Caesar. See rem. S. p. 148. of this vol, 
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time* that we have two most excellent consuls* : 
but as to those of consular rank, there is not 
one of them who does not merit the highest re- 
proach. The senate in general, however, exert 
themselves withjspirit, as the lower order of ma* 
gistrates distinguish themselves by their singular 
resolution and zeal In a word, it is impossible 
to shew a better or more vigorous disposition 
than appears in the populace, not only of Rome, 
but throughout all Italy. But Philippus and 
Piso, on the contrary, whom the senate deputed 
with peremptory orders to Antony 1 , have exe- 
cuted their commission in a manner that raises 
our highest indignation. For notwithstanding 
that Antony refused to comply with every sin- 
gle article of the senate's injunctions, yet these 
unworthy deputies had the meanness to charge 
themselves with bringing back the most inso- 
lent demands 1 . This behaviour of theirs has 
occasioned all the world to have recourse to my 

assistance, 

* Hirtius and Pansa, 

* See rem. 2. on let. 1. of this book. 

* " The purport of them was, that the senate should as* 
" sign lands and rewards to all his troops, and confirm all 
" the other grants which he and Dolabella had made in their 
" consulship ; that all his decrees from Caesar's books 
" and papers should be confirmed ; that no account should 
" be demanded of the money taken from the temple of Opis f 
" &c. On these terms, he offered to give up Cisalpine Gaul* 
" provided, that he might have the greater Gaul in exchange 
11 for five years, with an army of six Regions, to be complete 
" out of the troops of Decimus Brutus." LifeofCic. iii 7 u. 

Vol. III. Q 
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asgfetonc^aiKl I am become extremely popular 
W ft Way wherein popularity is seldom acquired, 
I. mean, by supporting a good cause. 
;: I. an) altogether ignorant in what part of thq 
world you are at present, a* well as of what 
schemes you are either executing or meditating. 
A report prevails that you are gone into Syria, 
but for this we have no certain authority. We 
qwx a little more depend upon the accounts we 
receive of Brutus, as . his distance from us is 
kw rwote 3 . 

It bas been remarked. he*e by men of acme 
pleasantry, and much indignation against Dola** 
bell*» that he has shewn himself in too great 
h&ste tQ be ymr successor, as he is most unci* 
YiUy set out to take possession o£ youu govern- 
Wilt when ywi have enjoyed it scarce a single 
month 4 * The case is clear, therefore^ say they, 
that Cassiua should by no means give him ad* 
Stance. But to be serious 4 both you and 
^rutusarementioned with the highest applause, 
as it is generally supposed that each of you has 

drawn 

3 Marcus Brutus, when, he found it necessary to leave; 
Italy, withdrew into Macedonia, where he was, at this time, 
employed in raising forces in support of the republican cause, 

4 The province of Syria had been intended by Casar fox 
Cassius ; but Mark Antony, after the death of J3esar, had 
artfully procured it to be allotted to Dol&belfa. Accord-; 
ingly, the latter left Rome a short time before the expiration 
•f his consulship the last year, in order to' be beforehand 
with Cassius, in getting possession of this government ; and 
it is in allusion to this circumitance, that the<hu*nw**-of the 
present passage, such as it is, consists. 
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drawn together an army far beyond otir expec- 
tations. I would add more, if I knew with 
certainty the situation of yourself and you* 
affairs ; but I hazard this letter merely upoii 
the doubtful credit of common fame. It \i 
with great impatience, therefore, that I waii 
for better intelligence from yoii own hind. 
Farewel. 

LETTER VII. 

[A.U.710.] 

To TiifeBOtf iv&*. 

Would to heaven you had invited me to thai 
aoble feast which you made on the ides of 
March j no remnants, most assuredly, should 
have been left behind 6 . Whereas the part ydd 
ftaluckily spared gives us so much perplexity, 
that we find something to regret, even in thd 
godlike service which you and your illustrious 
associates have lately rendered to the republic* 
To say the truth, When I reflect that it is owing 
ioihe favour of so worthy aman as yourself that 
Antotfy now lives to be 6ur general bane, I arii 
sometimes inclined to be a little angry with you 

fot 

5 He was, at this time, in Asia Minor, of which pminec 
he was governor. See rem. 8. p* 99- of this vol. 
* See rem. 9- on the preceding tetter. 

OS 
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for taking him aside when Caesar fell 7 ; as by 
this mean you have occasioned more trouble to 
myself in particular,- than to all the rest of the 
whole community. From the very first mo- 
ment, indeed, that Antony's ignominious de- 
parture from Rome 8 , had left the senate uncon- 
trolled in its deliberations, I resumed the spirit 
which you and that inflexible patriot, your fa- 
ther, were wont to esteem and applaud. Ac- 
cordingly, the tribunes of the people having 
summoned the Senate to meet on the 20th of 
December, upon other matters, I seized that 
opportunity of taking the whole state of the 
republic into consideration 9 : and more by the 
zeal than the eloquence of my speech, I re- 
vived 

7 As it had been' resolved, in a council of the conspirator, 
that Antony's life should be spared, they did not choose he 
should be present when they executed their design upon Cas- 
sar : probably lest be should attempt to assist his friend, and 
by that means occasion them to spill more blood than they 
intended. For this reason, Trebonius held Antony in dis- 
course, at the entrance into the senate, till the rest of the con- 
Siirators had finished their work. Dio. p, 249. Plut. in vit. 
rut. . 
•Upon the news that two of the four legions from Brun- 
disium [see rem. 4. p. 152. of this vot.Jhad actually. declared 
for Octavius* and posted themselves in the neighbourhood of 
Rome, Antony left the city with great precipitation ; and, 
putting himself at the head of his army, marched directly, in 
order to wrest Cisalpine Gaul out of the hands of Decimus 
Brutus. Cicero, who was at this time in the country, took 
the opportunity of Antony's absence to return to Rome; 
where he arrived on the $th of December, in the preceding 
year, about a month or two, 'tis probable, before he wrote 
the present letter. See Life o/Cic. iii. 97. 

9 It was upon this occasion that Cicero spoke his third 
Philipp ic. 
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vived the drooping spirits of that oppressed 
assembly, and awakened in them all their for- 
mer vigour. It was owing to the ardour with 
which I thus contended in the debates of this 
day, that the people of Rome first conceived a 
hope of recovering their liberties : and to this 
great point all my thoughts and all my actions 
have ever since been perpetually directed. Thus 
important, however, as my occupations are, I 
would enter into a full detail of our pro- 
ceedings, if I did not imagine that public trans- 
actions of every kind are transmitted to you by 
other hands. From them, therefore, you will 
receive a more particular information ; whilst I 
content myself with giving you a short and 
general sketch of our present circumstances 
and situation. I must inform you, then, we 
have a senate that acts with spirit; but that as 
to those of consular dignity, part of them want 
the courage to exert themselves in the manner 
they ought, and the rest are ill-affected to the 
republic. The death of Servius 1 is a great loss 
to us. Lucius Caesar 1 , though he is altogether 

in 

1 Servius Sulpicius, to whom several letters, in the fore- 
going* part of this collection, are addressed. He was one, and 
the most considerable, of the three consulars whom the se- 
nate had lately deputed to Antony ; but, very unfortunately 
for that embassy, he died just as he arrived in Antony's 
*amp. PAt7. ix. 1. 

a See rem. 5. p. 94. of this vol. 

03 
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in the interest of liberty, yet in tenderness to 
his nephew', does not concur in any very vi- 
gorous measure- The consuls 4 , in the mean 
time, deserve the highest commendations : I 
jnust mention Decimus Brutus, likewise, with 
^uch applause. The conduct of young Caesar 
9l$Q is equally laudable ; and I persuade myself 
that we have reason to hope he will complete 
^he work he ha3 begun. Thi$> at lea^t, is cer* 
t^ that if he had not been so extreipely e^ 
ppditious ixi raising the veteran forces 1 , and if 
t#K> ; legions had not deserted to him from An- 
tony^, army, there is nothing so cruel or so flft^ 
jitiqus whiqh the latter wquld not have com- 
flUttqd. But as these are articles which I sup^ 
pose you are already apprised of, I pnly just 
qiGntion them in. order to confirm them, 

You sfaU he^r farther from me, whenever I 
c^n find a ippre leisure mpxwint Fajrewfil. 

5 Antony. 

* Hittiua and Faiwa. 

* See rem., ?. p. 1(5$. of this vqL 
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IfifTER VIII. 

; ' (Aixs.xto'.}.' " 
To Citngft Qas&ItUS. 



') ' . 



.^wil-lt 



It is owing, I imagine, to the difficulty G# $tf- 
warding any dispatches; during thi printer sea- 
son, that we have yet received no certain in- 
telligence of what you are doing, nor even know 
in what part of the world you are placed. 1 t^ 
is universally reported, however, (though nid^e, 
I believe, from what people wish, than from 
wW they hate sufficient grounds to assert^ 
thatVou have raised an army, and are actuauy 
in Syria ; a report which the more easily gains 
cred#, as, it appears to he extremely .ptotiable. 

Out friend frrutus has acduired great honour 
py liis late glorious and unexpected achieve- 
ments^ ; not only* as' being iri tnem^elyeS ex- 
treniety , desirable to trie friends of ti tiertyj Tbui 
from the wonderful expedition^ likewise, witn 
which he'perforrhect them. ' If it fre true, there- 
fore, that tou. are m possession of those pro- 
vmces we imaging th? republic is voy power* 

* He had lately sent an accdunt to tfie* senate of fiis'suc- 
6tts against Caius, the brother of Mark Antony ; having 
forced him to retire, with a few cohorts,, to Apollonia, and 
secured Macedonia, Illyricum, an^ Greece, together with 
the several armies in those countrkei, to the interest of the ' 
republic, Vid. Philip, x. ' # 

04 
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fully supported ; as that whole tract of coun- 
try, which extends from the nearest coast of 
Greece as far as Egypt, is, upon this supposi- 
tion, in the hands of two the most faithful 
friends of the commonwealth. Nevertheless, if 
njy jud^mint does not deceive me, the event of 
this war depends entirely upon Decimus Bru- 
tus : for if he should be able to force his way 
out of Mutina, (as pre have reason to hope) it 
will, in all probability, be totally at an end. — 
There ^re now, indeed, but few troopk employ- 
ed iii carrying on that siege ; as Antony has 
sent a large detachment to keep possession of 
Bononia 6 . In the mean while, pur friend Hir- 
tiiis is posted at Claterna*, and Caesar at Fomm 
Cornelii 8 , each of them ajt the head of a very 
considerable army ; at the same time that Pansa 
is raising at Rome a large body of Italian 
troops. But the season of the year has hitherto 
prevented their entering upon action ; and, in- 
Seed, Hirtius appears by the severer letters I 
have, received from him, to be determined to 
take allhis measures with the utmost precaution. 
Both the Gauls, excepting only the cities of 
Bonpnia, Regium, and Parma, are zealously af- 
fected to the republic; as are also your clients, 

on 

t '\: * Bologna. 

'Quaderna. 
• Mmola. 
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on the other side the Po. The senate likewise is 
firm in the cause of liberty ; but when I say the 
senate, I must exclude all of consular rank, ex- 
cept Lucius Caesar, who, indeed, is faithfully 
attached to the interest of the commonwealth. 
The death of Servius Sulpicius has deprived us 
of a very powerful associate. As for the rest 
of the consulars, part of them are ill affected 
to the republic, others want spirit to support 
its cause, and some there are who look with 
envy on those patriot citizens whose conduct 
they see distinguished by the public applause* 
The populace, however, both in Rome, and 
throughout all Italy, are wonderfully unani- 
mous in the common cause.— I have nothing 
farther, I think, to add, but my wishes that 
your heroic virtues may shine out upon us 
from yon eastern regions, in all their enlivening 
warmth and lustre. FareweL 

LETTER IX. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Lucius Papirius Pjetus*. 

I have received a second letter from you, 
concerning your friend Rufus : and since you 
interest yourself thus Varmly in his behalf, you 
might depend upon my utmost assistance, even 

if 
* See rem. 1. p. 15. vol. ii. 
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if he had done me an injury. But I am per- 
fectly sensible, from those letters of his, which 
you communicated to me, as well as from your 
orin, how much my welfare has been his ' con- 
cern. I cannot, therefore,, refuse him my 
friendly offices, not only in regard to your re* 
commendation, which has all the weight with 
jbc it ought, but in compliance also with nijy 
Own inclinations. I must acknowledge that it 
was his and your letters, my dear Paetus, which 
first put me upon my guard against the de- 
sign* ttot were formed to destroy me*. I af- 
terwards, indeed, received intelligence from se* 
reral other hands to the same effect, and par- 
ticularly of the consultations that were bddk 
concerning me both at Aquino**! and Fabrste* 
ria 9 } of which meetings, I &ni 9 you were like-* 
Wiise apprised. One would imagine that tbi# 
party had foreseen how much I should embeuv 
rass their schemes, by the industry they em- 
ployed in order' to compass my destruction ; 
and, as I had not the least suspicion of their 

' purposes, 

8 This probably alludes to some design of the veteran 
soldiers against Cicero's life ; as it appear*; from a letter 3 to> 
AUwik, written goo a after CamrV d^ath, th*t our author 
bad been cautioned not to trust himself in Rome, on account 
of the danger to which he would be exposed,- from, the inso- 
lence of those, troops. Vid. "Ad Att. xv„ $. 

9 These towns were situated in Latium, or what is flow 
called the Campagna di Roma. They still subsist under the 
names of Aquino and tabratcra. . 

1 
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purposes, I might incautiously have fallen into 
their wares, if it had not been for the admoni- 
tions you sent me, in consequence of the infor- 
mation you had received from Hufus. Your 
friend, therefore, wants no advocate with me 
for my good offices ; and 1 wish the republic 
may he iu so happy a situation, as to afford me 
aq opportunity of giving him the most sub- 
stantial proofs of my gratitude. 

Put, to dismiss this subject, I am sorry yo* 
no longer freque&t the festive tables of your 
friends ; as you cannot renounce these parties 
of good cheer, without depriving yourself of a 
very exquisite gratification. And, to tell you 
the truth, I a*n sorry, likewise, upon another 
account; as I am afraid you will lose the little 
knowledge you had acquired in the art of 
cookery* and he absolutely at a loss how to set 
fqrth a tolerable supper. For as you made no 
veiy considerable improvements in this fashion- 
able science, even when you had many curious 
models for your imitation, what strange awk- 
ward thing? must your entertainments prov* 
now that you enjoy no longer the same advan- 
tages? When X informed Spurinna* of this 
wonderful revolution in the system of your af* 
fairs, he shook hU prophetic head, and declared 

that 

j 

* A celebrated diviner, Yffca is said to have forewarned 
Cesar of ike ides of March. Sit€t. in Jul. 81. 
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that it portended some terrible disaster to the 
commonwealth ; unless, said he, this extraor- 
dinary phenomenon be occasioned by the pre- 
sent cold weather, and your friend should re- 
turn with the zephyrs to his accustomed train 
of life. But, without 4 joke, my dear Paetufr, 
I would advise you to sperid your time in .the 
cheerful society of a set of worthy and agree- 
able friends ; as there is nothing, in my estima- 
tion, that more effectually contributes to the 
happiness of human life. When I say t this, I 
do not meanwith respect to the sensual grati- 
fications of the palate, but with regard to that 
pleasing relaxation of the mind which is best. 
produced by thei freedom of social converse, 
and which is always most agreeable at the hour 
of meals. For this reascta, the Latin language 
is much happier, I think, than the Greek, in 
the term it employs to express assemblies of 
this sort. In the latter they are called by a 
word which signifies cotnpotations ; whereas, in 
ours, they are more emphatically styled convivial 
meetings j intimating that it is in a communi- 
catibn of this nature that life is most truly en- 
joyed. You see I am endeavouring to bring 
philosophy to my assistance, in recalling you to 
the tables of your friends; and, indeed, I pre- 
scribe them as the best recipe for the re-esta- 
blishment of your health. Do 
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Do not imagine, my friend, from my writ- 
ing in this strain of pleasantry, that I have re* 
nounced my cares for the republic. Be as- 
sured, on the contrary, that it is the sole and 
unintermitted business of my life to secure to 
my fellow-citizens the full possession of their 
libertie3, to which end my admonitions, my 
labours, and the utmost powers of my mind| 
are> upon all occasions, unweariedly employed* 
In a word, it is my firm persuasion, that, if I 
should die a martyr to these patriot endeavours, 
I shall finish my days in the most glorious 
manner . Again and again I bid you farewel. 

LETTER X. 

[A. U. 7io.] 
Caius CaSsius, Proconsul, to Cicero. 

I am to inform you of my arrival in Syria, 
where I have joined the generals Lucius Mur- 
cus and Quintus Crispus 9 . These brave and 
worthy citizens, having been made acquainted 
with what has lately passed in Rome, immedi- 
ately resigned their armies to my command, 
and with great zeal and spirit co-operate with 
me in the service of the republic. Aulus Allie- 

nus 

9 " They had been praetors, A. U. 708. Caesar sent the 
41 former into Syria, and the' latter into Bithynia, with pro- 
*• consular authority." Dig. xlvii. Jppian. iii. Mr. Rasa. 
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nus has delivered to me the four legions which 
he brought from Egypt' : the legion which was 
commanded by Caecilius Bassus 4 has likewise 
joined me. And now it is unnecessary, I am 
persuaded, that I should exhort you to defend 
the interest both of myself and of the common- 
wealth, to the utmost of your abilities : but it 
may animate your zeal and your hopes, to be 
assured that a powerful army is not wanting 
to support the senate and its friends in the 
cause of liberty. For the rest, I refer you to 
Lucius Carteius, whom I have directed to con- 
fer with you upon my affairs. FareweL 
From my camp at Tarichea 5 , March the 7th, 

LETTER 

* " Allienus was lieutenant to Dolabella, by whom he 
" was sent into Egypt, in order to Conduct those legions into 
" Syria. He accordingly executed his commission ; but, 
" instead of delivering these troops to Dolabella, he went 
" over with them to Cassius." Quartwr. 

4 See rem. 7. p. 65. of this vol. 

5 Situated upon the lake of Genesaret, in Galilee. 
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LETTER XL 

[A.u.ria] 

Asikius Pollio*, to Cicero, 

You must not wonder that you have heard 
nothing from me, in relation to public affair^ 
since the breaking out of the war. Oar cou- 
riers have always found it difficult to pass un- 
molested through the forest of Castuk) 7 ; but it 
is now more than ever infested with robbers. 
These banditti, however, ai by no means the 
principal obstruction to our intercourse with 
Rome, as the mails are perpetually searched and 

detained 

* Asuiius Pollio was, ia <very respect, one of the most ac- 
complished persons among bis contemporaries. His exten- 
wto geoim* wat equal to all tke nobler branches of polite IU 
terature, aad be gave the most applauded proofs of bis ta- 
lent* as a poet, an orator, and an Historian. He united the 
oust lively wkA phaasiag vein of wit and pleasantry with all 
tbat strength and solidity of understanding which is neces- 
sary to render a man of weight in the more serktas and im- 
portant occasions, of life ; m aUusien to which uacomoum 
assemblage of qualities, it was said of him, tbat he was a man 
omnium nor arum. It is to be regretted tbat a character so 
truly brilliant on the iotelleciuaL side, should shiae with less 
lustre in a moral view. Tis evident, however, from the pre- 
sent episiie, that, in taking part with Casar, against Pompey, 
private considerations were of more force with him than 
public utility, and determined kirn U> support a cause which 
his heart condemned. This letter was written from the far- 
ther Spain, of which province Caesar, a short time before his 
<kath, bad appointed Pollio governor. 

7 A city anciently of great note, : at present it is only a 
•mall village, called Cazorla, in the province of New Castile, 
m Spain. 
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detained by the soldiers that are posted for that 
purpose, by both parties, in every quarter of 
the country. Accordingly, if I had not re- 
ceived letters by a ship which lately arrived in 
this river 8 , I should have been utterly ignorant 
of what has been transacted in your part of 
the world. But now that a communication by 
sea is thus opened between us, I shall fre- 
quently, and with great pleasure, embrace the 
opportunity of corresponding with you. 

Believe me, there is no danger of my being 
influenced by the persuasions of the person you 
mention 9 . As much as the world abhors him, 
he is far from being detested to thatdegree which 
I know he deserves : and I have so strong an 
aversion to the man, that I would upon no consi- 
deration bear a part in any measures wherein he 
is concerned 1 . Inclined both by my temper and 
my studies to be the friend of tranquillity and 
freedom, I frequently and bitterly lamented 
our late unhappy civil wars. But as the for- 
midable 

9 The Quadalquiver, upon which the city of Cordoba* 
from whence this letter is dated, was situated. 

9 Antony, as Manutius conjectures, though som eof the 
commentators, with greater probability, suppose that he means 
Lepidus. Vid. Epist. Tamil, x. 11. & 15. 

1 Nothing could be more insincere, it should seem,, than 
these professions, as it is probable that Pollio was at this time 
determined to join Antony. It is certain, at least, that he did 
so soon afterwards, and carried with him the troops under 
his command. Patercul. ii. 63. 
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Biidable enemies which I had among both par- 
ties,, rendered it, altogether, unsafe for me to re* 
main neuter j so I would riot take up arms oil 
that side where I knew I should be perpetually 
exposed to the insidious arts of my capital ad- 
versary*- But though my intimations were 
not with the party I joined, my spirit, however, 
would not suffer me to stand undistinguished 
among them : in consequence of which, I was 
forward to engage in alt the dangers of the 
cause I had espoused. With respect to Ctesar 
himself I will confess that I loved him with the 
highest sad most inviolable affection : and, in* 
deed, 1 had reason. For, notwithstanding his 
acquaintance with me commenced so late as 
when be was in the height of his power ; yet he 
admitted me into the same sham of his fnettd* 
ship; as if I had been in the number of those 
with: whom he had lived ift the longest ferthna- 
cy. Nevertheltess> ad often as I was at liberty 
to» follow my own sentiments, I endeavoured 
that my conduct should be such as every ho- 
nest man must approve : and whenever I was 
obliged to execute the order* I received, it was 
in a manner that evidently discovered how 

much 

* The person hinted at, is, perfiaps, Cato': atfPolUobad 
early distinguished his enmity towards Jthat most illustrious 
df Roman*, by a public impeachment: Tid'. Diat dc Cans. 
Corrupt. Eloquent. 34. 

Vol. III. P 



Digitized by 



Google 



SIO The LETTERS B6ok XIIL 

much my actions tftfre at variance with my 
heart. The unjust odium, however, that I in- 
curred by these unavoidable compliances, might 
well teach me the true value of liberty, and how 
wretched a condition it is to live under the go* 
vernment of a despotic power. If any attempts, 
. .therefore, are carrying on. to reduce us a se* 
cond time under the dominion of a single per- 
son, whoever that single person may be, I de* 
clare myself his irreconcileable enemy. The 
truth is, there is no danger so great that I 
would not cheerfully hazard for the support of 
our common liberties. But the consuls have 
not thought proper to signify to me, either by 
any decree of the senate, or by their private 
letters, in ivhat manner I should act in the pre- 
sent conjuncture. I have received, indeed, only 
one letter from Pansa since the ides of March : 
by which he advised me to assure the senate, 
that I was ready to employ the forces under my 
command in any service they should require. 
But this would have been a very imprudent de* 
claration at a time when Lepidus had professed, 
in his public speeches, as well as in the letters 
he wrote to all his friends, that he concurred in 
Antony's measures. For could I possibly, with- 
out the consent of the former, find means to 
subsistmy army in their march through his pro- 
vinces? 
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vinces ? But granting that I could have sur- 
mounted this difficulty, I must have conquered 
another and a still greater : as nothing less than 
a pair of wings could have rendered it practi- 
cable for me to have crossed the Alps, whilst 
every pass was guarded by the troops of Lepidus. 
Add to this, that I could by no means convey 
any dispatches to Rome: as the couriers were 
notonly exposed inathousand different places to 
the danger of being plundered, but were detain- 
ed, likewise, by the express orders of Lepidus'. It 
is well known, however, that I publicly declared 
at Corduba, that it was my resolution not to 
resign this province into any other hands than 
those which the senate should appoint : not to 
mention how strenuously I withstood all the ap- 
plications that were made to me for parting with 
the thirtieth legion. I could not, indeed, have 
given it up, without depriving myself of a very 
considerable strength for the defence of the re- 
public : as there are no troops in the whole 
world that are animated with a braver or more 
martial spirit than those of which this legion is 
composed. Upon the whole, I hope you will 
do me the justice to believe, in the first place, 
that I am extremely desirous of preserving the 
public tranquillity ; as there is nothing I more 

sincerely 

3 Lepidus was governor of that part of Spain which Uy 
nearest to Italy. See rem. a. on letter 14. of this book. 

Ps 
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sincerely wish than the safety of aU my feljow- 
qit&fins : an<J, m the ijiext placs, tjhfitf I a?». 4e- 
ftrminedi to vin$Q*t$ my own, and my coun- 
try's rights. 

It gives me greater satisfaction thjsm yon c$a 
veil, imagine, that you admit, my friend into * 
^bar$ of your intimacy. Shall I own, nev$rtj)(?- 
]$&$» t^^t 1 cannot think; of him as the compa- 
nion^ your walks, and as beaming a part in the 
pl^autry of your conversation, without feeling 
sgm^ amotions of envy ! Thi&js a privilege* be- 
ljeye me* which I infinitely value : fits you shflJJ 
iposjt assuredly experience, by my devoting the; 
-whole of my time to your company, if $ver wo 
sfepuld live to see peace restored to the republic,. 

lam much surprised.that you did not ideation* 
ip your letter,, whether it would, he most s^tjs*. 
factory to the senate that J should remain in this-, 
province* or ma*ch into It^ly. If I were to con- 
sider only my owa ea^e *nd safety, I should, 
certainly continue here : bu,t as, in the preset 
conjecture, the republic ha£ more occasion fg$, 
legions than.for provinces, (especially, as the loss 
o£ the l&tter may* withgreate^e, be recoxcjr^) 
I haye determined to naoye towards Italy with 
i%y troops For the rest, I refer you, to the let* 
t©c I have written to Pansa : a, copy of M?hjqh I, 
herewith transmit to you. Farewel, 

Corduba, March th« Kith. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIL 

[A.U.frl'0.] 

To Caius Cas*ius. 

You will receive a full accouht of the present 

situation of affairs from Tidius Sttabo, a person 
Of great merit, and fextremely well-affected to 
the republic. Need I add how strong his at- 
tachment, likewise, is to yourself, when it thus 
evidently appears by his leaving his family and 
hi* fortunes in order to follow you? For thfe 
same reason, I forbear to solicit your good of- 
fice* in his behalf, as I km persuaded you will 
think his coming to you a sufficient recomtnen* 
datioh to your favour, 

If any misfortune should attend ou* artns, be 
assured that the friends of the republic have nb 
other resource left than in you and Marcus Bru- 
tus. We are, at this juncture, indeed, in the 
most imminent danger : as it is with great dif- 
ficulty that Decimus Brutus still holds out at 
Mutina. However, if he should bfe speedily re- 
lieved, we may look upota victoty as our o\Vh ; 
if not, let me repeat it agaitt, every friend of li-* 
berty will fly for refuge to Btutus and to you. 
May you stand ready, then, with all that spirit 
which is necessaty for the full and complete de- 
liverance of our disttessed tfoitntry ! Farewel. 

P 3 LETTER 
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LETTER XIIL . 
^A-u.rio.] 
To Plancus. 

The account that Furnius gave us of your 
disposition towards the republic, afforded the 
highest satisfaction both to the senate and the 
people. But your letter, which was afterwards 
read in the senate, seemed by no means to com- 
port with those sentiments our friend h&d thiia 
represented you as entertaining. At the very 
time, indeed, when your illustrious colleague is 
sustaining a siege from the lawless crew of the 
most worthless villains, you do not scruple to 
advise us to peace. But if peace is their sin- 
cere desire, let them immediately lay down 
their arms, and sue for it in a proper manner, 
otherwise they must expect to obtain it, not by 
treaty, be assured, but by the sword alone. But 
I leave it to Furnius and your worthy brother, 
to acquaint you with the reception which your 
letter upon this subject, as well as that of Le- 
pidus, met with from the senate. Meanwhile, 
notwithstanding you are weU qualified to be 
your own adviser, and that it will soon be in 
your power, likewise, to have recourse to the 
faithful and friendly counsels of Furnius and 
your brother ; yet, in compliance with that af- 
fection 
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fcction to which ^you have so many powerful 
claims, I cannot forbear sending you a few ad- 
monitions. Believe me, then, my dear Plan- 
cus, whatever honours you have hitherto ac- 
quired, (and you have acquired, in truth, the 
highest) they will be considered as so many 
vain and empty titles, unless you dignify them 
by joining in the defence both of the liberties 
of the people and the authority of the senate. 
Let me conjure you, therefore, to separate your- 
self from those associates with whom you have 
hitherto been united, not by choice, indeed, 
.but by the general attraction of a prevailing 
party. It has been the fortune of many, as it 
will probably be yours, to exercise the supreme 
magistracy during times of public commotions ; 
but hot one of this number ever derived to him- 
self that esteem and veneration which naturally 
flows from the consular dignity, who had not 
distinguished his administration by an active 
and zealous regard for the interests of the com- 
monwealth. To this end, it is necessary, that 
you renounce the society of those impious ci* 
tizens, whose principles are fyr different from 
your own ;> that you shew yourself the friend, 
the guide, and the protector of all those who 
are faithfully attached to our constitution} 
and, in fine, that you be well persuaded that 

P4 the 
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the re-establishment of the public tranquillity 
consists, not merely in laying down our arms, 
but in being secure from all reasonable appre- 
hension of their ever being resumed to enslave 
us again. Thus to think and thus to act, will 
render your character, both as a consul and a 
consular, most truly illustrious ; but if you 
should steer ypurself by other maxims and by 
other measures, you will possess those exalted 
distinctions, not only without honour, but with 
the utmost disgrace. 

And now, if I have expressed my sentiments 
with somewhat more than ordinary seriousness, 
impute it to the seal of my affection towards 
you ; assuring yourself, at the same time, that 
you will, undoubtedly, find my advice is found- 
ed on truth, if you make the experiment in a 
manner worthy of your character. Farewel. 

March the 20tb. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 

[A.U.710.] 

To Lepidus 8 * 

The singular regard I bear you, renders it 
gTeatly my concern that you should be distin- 
guished with the highest dignities of the re- 
public. I cannot, therefore, but regret, that 

you 

* Marcus JBmilius Lepidus was descended from one of 
tbe noblest and most ancient families in Rome ; and he was 
himself distinguished with some of the most honourable posts ^ 
in the republic* He stood high in the confidence and friend^ * 
ship of Julius Caesar : who, when he was dictator, named him 
for the master of the horse ; when he was consul, in the year 
707', declared him his colleague ; and who, a short time be* 
fore his death, appointed him governor of the nearer Spain. 
One of the most elegant of the Roman historians has repre- 
sented Lepidus as void of all military virtues, and in every 
view of his character as altogether unworthy of that high sta- 
tion to which fortune had exalted him. Accordingly he is de- 
scribed by Shakespear, in the tragedy of Julius Caesar, as, 
■■ a slight unmeritable man, 
Meet to be sent on errand*. 
But though the poet has been strictly true to history, it may 
be questioned, perhaps, whether the historian has been equally 
faithful to truth. For when one considers the great trust 
which Caesar reposed in Lepidus; his address in prevailing 
with young Pompey, who had, made himself master almost of 
all Spain, to renounce his conquests ; together with the share 
he had in forming that celebrated league between Antony, 
Octavius, and himself, which gave hiina third part in the di- 
vision of the whole Roman dominions ; is it credible that his 
talents were destitute of lustre ? History, perhaps, may be 
more reasonably relied upon in what it has delivered con- 
cerning his moral character : and it is probable that Lepidus 
was strongly infected with avarice, ambition, and vanity* This 
at least is certain, that he acted towards the senate in the 
present conjuncture, with great dissimulation and treachery. 
At the time when this letter was written, he was at the head 

of 
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you omitted to pay your acknowledgments to 
the senate for those extraordinary honours they 
lately conferred upon you b . 

I am glad you are desirous of composing 
those uphappy dissentions that destroy the 
tranquillity of our country : and if you can ef- 
fect this good work, consistently with the en- 
joyment of our liberties, it will be greatly to 
your own credit, as well as to the advantage of 
the commonwealth. But if the peace you pro- 
pose, is to re-establish a most oppressive ty-, 
ranny, be well assured there is not a man in his 
senses who will not rather renounce his Jife than 
thus suffer himself to be made a slave. I should 
think, therefore, tljat your wisest way would 
he to avoid engaging as the mediator of a peace 
which is neither approved by the senate, or the 
people, nor indeed by any lover of his country 
in the whole republic. But as this is a truth 
which you will undoubtedly learn from others, 
I will only add, that I hope you will consider, 
with your usual prudence, in what manner it 
will be best and most adviseable for you to act 
f arewel. 

LETTER 

of a very considerable army in the Narbonensian Gaul, which 
Caesar had annexed to the province of Spain, in favour of 
Lepidus. Pigh. AnnaL ii. 451. Vd. Patercul. ii. 63. 80. 
Dio. xlv. 275. 

b The senate had lately decreed, that the statue of Lepidus 
should be erected in the forum with an inscription, in honour 
of the services he had performed to his country, by prevailing 
with young Pompey to lay down his arms. Philip, xvj. 4. 
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LETTER XV. 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Caius Cassius. 

I will not tell you with how much zeal I 
lately stood forth, both in the senate and be- 
fore the people, an advocate for the advance- 
ment of your honours 4 ; as it is a circumstance 
which I had rather you should learn from the 
letters of your family, than from my owivKand, 
I should easily have carried my point in the 
former, if I had not met with a strenuous op- 
position from Pansa. Nevertheless, after hav- 
ing enforced my sentiments in the senate, I 
made a speech, to the same purpose, in an as 7 
sembly of the people : to yrhich I was intro- 
duced by Marcu? Servilius, the tribune. I 
urged, upon this occasion, (and with a warmth 
and vehemence suitable to a popular audience) 
all that I most justly might in your favour : 
and my speech was received with a louder and 
more universal applause than ever was known 

before 

4 Dolabella having entered into Asia Minor, and com* 
mi t ted great outrages and hostilities in that province, was de- 
clared, by, a general vote of the senate, a public enemy : in 
consequence of which a debate arose concerning the person 
to whom the war to be carried on against Dolabella should 
be entrusted. Cicero moved that a commission should be 
granted to Cassius for that purpose, with the most honour* 
able and extensive powers. But his motion was over-ruled 
by the superior interest of Pansa,. who seems to have been, 
secretly desirous of obtaining this command for himself. 
Vid. Philip, xi. 
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before. I hope you will pardon mfe that I took 
these steps contrary to the persuasions of your 
mother-in-law : who was apprehensive they 
might give offence to Pansa. He did not, in- 
deed, forget to avail himself of these fears: and 
he assured the people, that even your own fa* 
mily were averse to my making this motion. I 
was by no means, I confess, governed by their 
sentiments in the case : as I acted entirely with 
a view to an interest which I have always en- 
deavoured to promote; the*interest I mean of 
the republic in general, as well as with a regard 
to the advancement of your glory in particular. 
There is one article upon which I very largely 
expatiated in the senate, as I afterwards repeated 
it likewise in my speech to the people : and I 
hope your conduct will fully justify what I then 
said. I undertook to assure the public, that 
you would not wait for the sanction of our de- 
crees ; but, agreeably to your usual spirit, would, 
upon your own single authority, take such mea- 
sures as should appear expedient to you for the 
defence of the commonwealth. I went even 
farther, and almost ventured to affirm, that you 
had already acted in this manner. The truth 
of it is, although I was not at that time cer- 
tainly informed either in what part of the world 
you were, or what number of troops you were 
furnished with j yet I was confident, I said, 
4 that 
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eveiy legion in Asia 5 had submitted to your 
command, and that you had recovered that 
province to the republic. I have only to add 
my wishes, that in every enterprise you shall 
undertake^ you may still rise above yourself 
with superior glory. Farewel 



LETTER XVI. 

[A>u.ria] 

Plancus to Cicero* 

I should employ this letter in giving you at 
full explanation of my measures, if I had. noi 
otl>qr method of convincing you^ that I have; 
in every respect conducted, myself towards the. 
republic, agreeably to my own promises*, and to 
your persuasions. I have ever been ambitions,, 
indeed* of obtaining your esteem, as well aa 
your friendship : and if I have wished, to se- 
cure you for. my advocate where I have acted 
wjron&, I have been no less desiroua of giving 
you occasion to applaud me for acting right 
But I was going to say, that L shorten this let- 
ter for two reasons ; the first is, because I have 
entered into an ample detail of every thing in 
my public manifesto 6 ; and the next, because 

. . you 

5 Asia Minor. 

6 See the next letter. 
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you will receive a circumstantial account of all 
that relates to me from Marcus Varisidius, a 
Roman knight, and my particular friend, whom 
I have directed to wait upon you. In the mean 
time, let me protest, that it was not without 
much concern that I saw others anticipate me 
in the good opinion of the republic : but I for- 
bore to declare myself, till I should be in a 
condition to effect something worthy of those 
expectations the senate has conceived of me, 
and of that high office 7 I shall shortly bear. 
And should fortune second my endeavours, I 
hope to render such considerable services to the' 
republic, that not only the present age shall feel 
the advantage of my assistance, but that it shall 
be remembered, likewise, in times to come. 
Meanwhile, that I may pursue these endeavours 
with the greater alacrity, let me entreat your 
suffrage in procuring me those honours which 
your letter sets before my view, as incitements 
of my patriotism ; and your interest for this 
purpose is equal, I well know, to your inclina- 
tion. Take care of your health, and give me. 
your friendship in the same degree that I sin- 
cerely give you mine. 

LETTER 

7 The consulate, upon which Plancus was to enter the fol- 
lowing year* 

3 
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LETTER XVII. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Planc us, Consul elect, to the Consuls, tho 

Praetors, the Tribunes, the Senate, and 

the Commons of Rome. 

Before I make any professions with respect 
to my future conduct, I deem it necessary to 
justify myself to those who may think that I 
have held the republic too long in suspense 
concerning my cifcsigns\ For I would by no 
xpeans have it imagined that I am atoning for 
my past behaviour, when, in fact, I am only 
seizing the first favourable opportunity of pub- 
licly declaring a resolution, which I have long 
formed. I was in no sort ignorant, however, 
that, at a time of such general and alarming 
confusions, a less deliberate discovery of my in- 
tentions would have proved most to my own 
private advantage : as I was -sensible that se- 
veral of my fellow-citizens had been distin- 
guished with great honours, by a more hasty 
explication of their purposes. But as fortune 
bad placed me in such a situation, that I could 
not be earlier in testifying mine without preju- 
dicing that causer which I could better serve by 
concealing them ; I was willing to suffer for a 
season in the good opinion of the world : as I 

preferred 

* Set rem. 2. p. 134. of this vol. 
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prefered the interest of the public to that of 
my own reputation. That this was the genuine 
motive of my proceedings, cannot reasonably, 
I trust, be questioned. For can it be supposed * 
thata man, in my prosperous circumstances, and 
of my well-known course of life, whose utmost 
hopes too were upon the very point of being 
crowned* could be capable either of mtBnly 
submitting to the destructive ambition of an- 
other, or impiously cherishing any dangerous 
schemes of his 6wn ? But it required some 
time, as well as much pains and expence, to 
render myself able to perform those assurances 
I purposed to give to the republic, and to 
every friend of her cause; that I might not 
approach with mere empty professions to the 
assistance of my country, but with the power 
of performing an effectual service. To this 
end, as the army under my fcottiniahd had 
been strongly and frequently solicited to re-» 
volt, it was necessary to persuade them that 
a. moderate reward, conferred by the gene^ 
ral voice of the commonwealth, was far pre- 
ferable to an infinitely greater from any single 
hand. My next labour was to convince 
those many cities which had been gained the 

last 

» Alluding to his being to enter the next year on the con- , 
aular office. 
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last year by largesses and other donations, thai 
these were obligations of no validity, atuj that 
they should endeavour to obtain the same bene- 
factions from a better and more honourable 
quarter. I had still the farther task to prevail 
with those who comiiamded in the neighbour-! 
rag provinces, to join with the more numerous 
party in a general associaiSoaa for the defence a£ 
our common liberties, rathef than unite vida) 
the smaller number, in. hopes of dividing the 
spoils of a victory that must prbvk fetal to the 
whole world. Add (tb this, that I was obliged 
to augment my own irbopfs and those of my 
auxiliaries, that I might have hftthing to fear 
whenever I shbuM think propter, contrary to the 
inclination of some' abput 1 m6, opeply to avow 
the caiise trhiqh it was itiy resolution to defend; 
Now, I shall never be ashamed taackpowtadge, 
that, in order to bring these seircia} Schemes to 
bear, I submitted, though very unwillingly, 3n-> 
deed, to the mortifieatjon :<tf* dissembling *b* 
intentions I really had, and' of counterfeiting 
those which I certainly had* not : ast the fate of 
my colieague' had taught ipe >hpw dangerous it 



1 Depimas Brutus. To what particular circumstance 
of his conduct Plapcus allude^ the history of these times 
does not discover. Perhaps, he may only mean, in general, 
that iWiratiB had imprudently drawn upon himself the siege 
pf ^lodena, before he had made the proper dispositions 
against an attack. 

Vol. III. Q 
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is for a man who means well to his country, to 
divulge his resolutions ere he is sufficiently pre- 
pared to carry them into execution. For this 
reason it was that I directed my brave and 
worthy lieutenant, Caius Furnius, to represent 
to you, more fully than I thought prudent to 
explain in my dispatches, those measures which 
seemed necessary for the preservation bothof this' 
province and of the republic in general, as be- 
ing the more concealed method of conveying 
my sentiments to you upon that subject, as well 
as the safer with respect to myself. 
^ It appears, then, that I have long been secret- 
ly attentive to the defence of the commonwealth. 
But now that, by the bounty of the gods, I am 
in every respect better prepared for that pur- 
pose, I desire to give the world, not only rea- 
son to hope well of my intentions, but clear and 
undoubted proofs of their sincerity. 

I have five legions in readiness to march; ail 
of them zealously attached to the republic, and 
disposed, by my liberalities, to pay an entire 
obedience to my orders. The same disposition 
appears in every city throughout this province : 
and they earnestly vie with each other, in giv- 
ing me the strongest marks of their duty. Ac- 
cordingly, they have furnished me with as con- 
siderable a body of auxiliary forces, both horse 

and 
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and foot, as they could possibly have.raised for 
the support of their own national liberties. As 
for myself, I am ready either to remain here, in 
order to, protect this province, or to march 
wheresoever, else the republic shall demand my 
services. I will offer, yet, another alternative; 
and either resign my troops and government 
into any hands that shall be appointed, or draw 
upon myself the whole weight of the war; if, 
by these means, I may be able to establish the 
tranquillity of my country, or even retard those 
calamities with which it is threatened... 

If, at the time that I am making these decla- 
rations, our public disturbances should happily 
be composed, I shall rejoice in an event so ad- 
vantageous to the commonwealth, notwith- 
standing the honour I shall lose by being too 
late in the tender of my services*. But, on the 
contrary, if I am early enough in my offers to 
bear a full part in all the dangers of the "war, 
let me recommend it to every man of justice 
and candour to vindicate me against the male- 
volence of those, whom envy may prompt to 
asperse my character. 

In 

4 This passage sufficiently discovers the true motive of 
Plancus's present declarations : as they appear evidently to 
have flowed- from some reason he had to believe, that the con- 
test between Antony and the senate was likely to be adjusted 
in an amicable nianner. 

Q2 
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In my dWft particular, I desire to greater re* 
Ward for my services, that! the satisfaction of 
having contributed to the security of the re- 
public. But I think myself bound to recom- 
mend those brave and worthy men to your es- 
pecial favour, who, partly in compliance with 
Iny persuasions, put much more in confidence 
fcf your good faith, would not suffer themselves 
to be prevailed upon by all the applications 
that have been made both to their hopes and 
their ffears, to depart from their duty to the 
commonwealth. 

LETTER XVIIL 

£A.U.710.] 

To Plancus. 

Although I had received a very full account 
from our friend Furnius of your disposition 
with regard to the republic, and of the mea- 
sures you were meditating in its defence, yet^ 
the perusal of your letter' afforded me a still 
clearer view into the whole plan of your patriot 
purposes. Notwithstanding, then, that you 
should not have an opportunity of executing 
your projected services, as the fate of the com- 
monwealth, which depends upon a single bat- 
tle, 
3 The foregoing letter to the senate. 
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tie, will, probably, be decide*}' ere this rc$$ke? 
your bands ; yet you hav$ acquired^ aevgftb*? 
less, great and universal applause from whfrt tbg 
world has been informed of ypur geneva] gp#d 
intentions. Accordingly, bad either of tfyp 
consuls been in Rome 4 when your dispatch^ 
arrived, the senate wouW have declared, and is 
terms, I am persuaded, extremely to your ad? 
vantage, the sense it entertains of your ?$t&W# 
and acceptable preparations in thev PWftfe 
The proper season, however, for yoyr being Mr 
warded with honours of thjp kind, ?s, in #\y 
opiniem, &t Jeast, so far frojn beiu$ elapsqd t ih#t* 
4>m the contrary, ft sepjas to be scarce fujly ar~ 
rived : a* those distinctions, alone, appear *P W9 
to deserve .the tupne of honours th*t are $$*- 
ferred by ov? country, not 39 expectation pf 
services to cqme, buyt in fo% apegrjbutiop to 
iho&$ th# have effectively bee$ per£offl#d, 
Relieve me, if any form <rf govtm&mt *hsU 
subsist ^mosgst ws where p>erit cm fcflps 10 b? 
distinguished, you will shine out with aU the 
most illustrious dignities it can bestow; But 
nothing of this kind (let me repeat it again) 
can justly be called an honour, but what is 

given, 

4 " The t\yo consuls, Hirtius and Pansa, w^re both in 
" Gaul, and waiting to attempt a decisive battle with Anto- 
4t ny, in order to deliver Decimus Brutus from the danger he 
*' was in at Modena." Mr. Ross. 

Q3 
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x given, not as the incentive of an occasional 
service, but as the recompence of a constant 
and uniform course of patriotism. Be it then 
your earnest endeavour, my dear Plancus, to 
acquire these well-merited rewards, by ad- 
vancing to the relief of your colleague 5 ; by 
improving that wonderful unanimity which ap- 
pears in every province for the siupport of the 
common cause ; and by giving all possible suc- 
cour to your country in general. Be persuaded 
that I shall always be ready to assist your schemes 
with my best advice, and to promote your ho- 
nours with my utmost interest,: in a word, that - 
I shall act, upon every occasion, wherein you are 
concerned, as one who is most sincerely and 
most warmly your friend. I am so, indeed, 
not only from that intercourse of affectionate 
godd offices by which we have been long mu- 
tually united, but from the love I bear likewise 
to my country; in tenderness to which I am 
more anxious for your life than for my own. 
Farewel. 

March the 30th. 

LETTER 

5 Deciraus Brujtus. 
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LETTER XIX. 

[A. U. 710.] ' 
To CORNIFICIUS. 

I agree with you in thinking that those who 
were concerned in the design upon Lilybseum*, 
Reserved to have been executed upon the spot 
But you spared them, it seems, in the apprehen- 
sion that the world would condemn you as tot> 
freely indulging a vindictive spirit: yet, as well 
might you have been apprehensive, my friend, 
that the world would condemn you for acting 
too agreeably to your patriot character. 

J very gladly embrace your overtures of re- 
newing that association with you, for the de- 
fence of the republic, in which I was formerly 
engaged with yoijr father: and I am persuad- 
ed, it is an association, my dear Gorriificius, in 
which we shall ever be united. It is tfith 
much pleasure, likewise, that I find you esteem 
it unnecessary to. send me any ceremonious ac- 
knowledgments of my services: formalities, 
indeed, would ill agree with that intimacy 
which subsists between us. 

If 

6 A city in Sicily, opposite to the coast of Lybia in Afri- 
ca. The particulars of the affair alluded to, as well *s the 
persons concerned in it, are unknown. 

Q4 
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If the senate were ever holden in the absence 
of the consuls, unless upon sotne very sudden 
and extraordinary occasion, it would have been 
more frequently summoned in order to concert 
proper measures for the support of your autho- 
rity. But as neither Hirtius nor Pansa are m 
Rome, no decree can at present be procured, in 
relation to the several sums of two millions 7 , 
and of seventy millions 8 of sesterces which you 
.motion* I think, however, that you are suf- 
jficently authorized to raise this money by way 
$f loan* in virtue of that general decree of the 
senate by which you were confirmed in your 
government 

I imagine you are informed of the state of our 
affair*, by those to whom it properly belongs to 
*e#4 you the intelligence. As for myself, I coa- 
AGiye great hopes that things will take t favour- 
able turn, I esi not wanting, at least, in ray nt- 
.Inost vigilance apd efforts for that purpose : and 
I am resolutely waging war against every foe to 
the republic. The recovery of our liberties 
does not seem/ indeed, even now, to be a mat- 
ter of great difficulty : I am rare it would have 
been perfectly easy, if some ptreota had acted 
hn the manner they ought. FareweL 

LETTER 

? Atari 16&X*. of Dtr money, 

* About 660,0001. 
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LETTER XX. 

[A.U.710.] 

To Plancus. 

It is principally for the sake of my country 
that I ought to rejoice in the very powerful 
succours with which you have strengthened 
the republic, at a juncture when it is well-nigh 
reduced to the last extremity. I protest, how* 
ever, by all my hopes of congratulating you 
on the victorious deliverance of the common- 
wealth, that a considerable part of the joy 
which I feel upon this occasion, arises from the 
share I take in your glory. Great, indeed, is 
the reputation you have already acquired, and 
great, I am persuaded, will be the honours that 
will hereafter be conferred upon you : for as- 
sure yourself, nothing could make stronger im- 
pression upon the senate than your late letter 1 
to that assembly. It did so, both with respect 
to those very important services which it 
brought us an account that you had performed, 
and with regard to that strength of sentiment 
-and expression with which it was drawn up. 
It contained nothing, however, that was in the 
feast unexpected to myself: as I was not only 
perfectly well acquainted with your heart, and 

had 

* Tfce letter here mentioned seems to have been a subse- 
quent one to that which stands the 17th in the present book. 

3 
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had not forgotten the promises you had given 
me in your letters, but as I had received from 
Furnius a full information of all your designs. 
These, indeed, appeared to the senate much be- 
yond what they had allowed themselves to hope : 
not that they ever entertained the least doubt 
of your disposition, but because they were by 
no means sufficiently apprised either of what 
you were in a condition to effect, or whither 
you purposed to march. It was with infinite 
pleasure, therefore, that I read the letter which 
Marcus Varisidius delivered to me on your part. 
I received it on the 7th of this month, in thfe 
morning, amidst a large circle of very worthy 
citizens, who were attending in order to con- 
duct me from my house : and I immediately 
gave them a share in my joy. Whilst we were 
mutually congratulating each other upon this 
happy occurrence, Munatius came to pay me 
his usual morning visit : Xo whom I likewise 
communicated your letter. It was the first no- 
tice he had received of an express being ar- 
rived from you : as Varisidius, in pursuance of 
your directions, did not deliver any of his dis- 
patches till he had first waited, upon me. A 
short time, however, after Munatius had left 
me, < he returned with your letter to himself, 
together also with that which you wrote to the 

senate. 
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senate. We thought proper to carry' the latter 
immediately to Cornutus : who, as praetor of 
the city, supplies the office of the consuls in 
their absence, agreeably, you know, to an an- 
cient and established custom. The seriate was 
instantly summoned : and the expectation that 
was raised by the general report of an express 
being arrived from you, brought together a 
very full assembly. As soon as your letter was 
read, it was objected that Cornutus had not 
taken the auspices in a proper manner : and 
this scruple was confirmed by the general sen- 
timents of our college 9 . In consequence of this f 
the senate was adjourned to the following day: 
when I had a very warm contest with Servilius, 
who strenuously opposed the passing of any 
decree to your honour. For this purpose he 
had the interest to procure his own motion to 
.be first proposed to the senate 1 : which being 
rejected, however, by a great majority, mine 
was next taken into consideration. But when 
the^senate had unanimously agreed to it, Pub- 
lius Titius*, at the instigation of Servilius, in- 
terposed 

9 . See rem. 3. p. 279. vol. I. 

1 The senate could not enter into any debate, unless the 
subject of it was proposed to them in form by some of the 
magistrates ; who had the sole privilege of referring any 
question to a vote, or of dividing the house upon it. Midlet. 
on the Rom. S.p.155. 

z One of the tribunes. It has already been observed, that 
those magistrates had a power of putting a stop to the pro- 
ceedings of the senate, .by their single negative. 
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terposed his negative. The farther ddiberatioa 
i*pcm this affair was postponed, therefore, to 
the next day ; when Serviliua came prepared 
to support an opposition, which, in some sort, 
might be considered as injurious to the honour 
cvenof Jupiter himself; as it was in the Capi- 
tol 9 that the senate, upon this occasion, was as- 
sembled. I leave it to your other friends to 
inform you in what manner I mortified Servi- 
lias,. and with how much warmth I exposed 
the contemptible interposition of Titius. But 
4his I will myself assure you, that the senate 

could 

. * The Capitol was a temple -dedicated to Jupiter, and the 
most considerable structure of the sacred kind in ail Rome. 
The ruins of this celebrated edifice are still to be seen. None 
p( the, commentators have taken notice of the indirect com- 
pliment which Cicero here pays to Ptancus : which seeing 
nowever, to deserve a particular explanation. The Capitol 
was held in singular veneration, as being built upon the spot. 
which Jupiter wau suppd&i* to have chosen for the visible 
manifestation of nis person. In consequence of this popular 
•superotition, both Horace and Virgil often speak of the prosr 
perity and duration of the Capitol, as a circumstance upon 
'which the fortune of the whole empire depended c 

* ■ - m Stet Capitolma 

Fulgens, triwnphatisque possit 
' Jtomaferox dare jura media. Holt. Od. Hi. 3. 42. 

• &%m domus JEnei Capitoli immobile saxum 
Accolet, imperiumque Pater Romanus kqbdbit. Mn. ix. 448. 

Cicero, therefore, by a very artful piece of flattery, insi- 
nuates, that the opposition Servilius made to the honours 
which the senate intended to have paid to Plancus, was, in 
effect, an affront to that supreme and guardian divinity in 
whose temple the transaction passed, as being contrary to 
the interest of a republic which was distinguished by Jupiter 
himself with his immediate presence* Vid, JEn, viii. 349. 
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could not possibly act with greater dignity and 
spirit, or shew a stronger disposition to ad- 
vance your honours, than it discovered upon 
this occasion. Nor are you less in favour with 
the whole city in general : as, indeed, all orders 
and degrees of men amongst us remarkably 
fcGncur in the same common zeal for the deli* 
verauce of the republic. Persevere then, my 
friend, in the glorious course upon which you 
have entered : and let nothing less than im- 
mortal fame be the object of your well-directed 
ambition. Despise the false splendour of all 
those empty honours that are short-lived, tran- 
sitory, and perishable- True glory is founded 
upon virtue alone : which is never so illustri- 
ously distinguished as when it displays itself by 
Important services to our country. You have 
at this time a most favourable opportunity for 
that purpose : which, as you have already em- 
braced, let it not slip out of your hands till you 
shall have employed it to full advantage; lest 
it be said) that you are more obliged to the re- 
public than the republic is obliged to you. As, 
$bt my own part, you will always find me 
teady to contribute to the advancement as well 
as to the support of your dignities : indeed, it 
is what 1 owe not only to our friendship, but 
to the commonwealth, which is far dearer to me 

than life itself. 

Whilst 
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Whilst I was employing my best services for 
the promotion of your honours, I .received 
great pleasure in observing the prudence and 
fidelity which Titus Munatius exerted for the 
same purpose. I had experienced those quali- 
ties in him upon other occasions : but the in- 
credible diligence and affection with which he 
acted for your interest, in this affair, shewed 
them to me in a still stronger and ,more con- 
spicuous poitit of view. FareweL 

April the 11th. 

LETTER XXI. 

[A. U. 710.] 
TO'CORNIFICIUS. 

My friendship with Lucius Lamia is well 
known, I am persuaded, not only to yourself, 
who are acquainted with all tl\e circumstances 
of my life, but to every Roman in general. It 
most conspicuously appeared, indeed, to the 
whole world, when he was banished by the con- 
sul Gabinius 4 , for having, with so remarkable a 
spirit of freedom and fortitude, risen up in my 
defence s . Our friendship, however, did not 
commence from that period : it was from an af- 
fection of a much earlier date, that he was in- 
duced thus generously to expose himself to 

every 

4 See rem. 21. p. 174. vol. i. 

5 When Cicero was persecuted by Clodius. 
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every danger in my cause. To these his me- 
ritorious services, I must add, that there is no 
man whose company affords me a more true 
and exquisite entertainment. After what I 
have thus said, you will think it needless, sure- 
ly, that I should use much rhetoric in recom- 
mending him to your favour. You see the just 
reason I have for giving him so large a share of 
my affection : whatever terms, therefore, the 
strongest friendship can require upon an occa- 
sion of this nature, let your imagination supply 
for me in the present. I will only assure you, 
that your good offices to the agents, the ser- 
vants, and the family of Lamia, in every article 
wherein his affairs in your province shall re- 
quire them, will be a more acceptable instance 
of your generosity than any you could confer in 
my own personal concerns. I am persuaded, in- 
deed, from your great penetration into the cha- 
racters of men, that without my recommenda- 
tion you would be perfectly well-disposed to 
give him your best assistance. I must confess, 
at the same time, I have heard that you suspect 
him of having signed some decree of the senate 
injurious to your honour. But I must assure 
you, in the first place, that he never signed any 
during the administration of those consuls 6 ; 

and, 

* It is altogether uncertain to what consuls Cicero alludes : 
Manutius supposes, to Antony and Dolabella. 
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and, in the next, that almost all the decrees 
which were pretended to he passed at that time, 
were absolutely forged. The truth is, you 
might just as reasonably suppose I was con* 
cerned in that decree to which my name was 
subscribed, relating to Sempronius; though, in 
fact, I was then absent from Rome, and com- 
plained, I remember, of the injury that had been 
done me, in a letter which I wrote to you upon 
the occasion. But not to enter farther into 
this subject ; I most earnestly entreat you, my 
dear Cornificius, to consider the interest of 
Lamia, in ail respects, as mine, and to let him 
see that my recommendation has proved of 
singular advantage to his affairs; assuring your- 
self that you cannot, in any instance, more ef- 
fectually oblige me. FareweJ. 

LETTER 



Digitized by 



Google 



9oon XIU. o? CICERO, W 

LETTER XXII. 

[A.U.71P-] 

To the same. 
Cornificius delivered your letter to me on 
the 17th of March, about three weeks, as he 
told me, after he had received it from your 
hands. The senate did not assemble either on 
that day or the next; however, on the 9th 
they met, when I defended your cause in a 
very full house, and with no unpropitious re- 
gards from Minerva*. I may with peculiar 
propriety say so, as the statue of that guardian 
goddess of Rome, which I formerly erected in 
the.Capitol 1 , and which had lately been thrown 
down by an high wind, was at the same time 
decreed to be replaced. Your letter, which 
Pansa read to the senate, was much approved, 
and afforded great satisfaction to the whole as- 
sembly. It fired them, at the same time, with 
general indignation against the impudent at* 

tempts 

1 It was a sort of proverbial expression among the Ro* 
mans, when they spoke of any successful undertaking, to say 
that it was carried on " not without the approbation of Mi- 
** nerva." 

* " Cicero, a little before his retreat into banishment, 
" took a small statue of Minerva, which had long been re- 
f verenced in bis family *s * kind of tutelar deity, and car* 
* rying it to the Capitol, placed it m the temple of Jypiter, 
" under tfee tijle q{ $inerva 9 th? guqrtfyw of fa gity" We 
of Cic. i. 350. 

Vol. III. B 
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tempts of the horrid Minotaur, for so I may 
well call those combined adversaries of yours, 
Calvisius and Taurus 3 . It was proposed, there* 
fore, that the censure of the senate should pass 
upo£ them ; but that motion was over-rvkd by 
the more merciful Pansa. However, a decree 
was voted upon this occasion extremely to 
your honour. 

As for my own good offices, in your favour, 
be assured, my dear Cornificius, they have not 
been wanting from the first moment I con- 
ceived a hope of recovering our liberties. Ac- 
cordingly, vfhen I laid a foundation, for tha,t 
purpose, on the 20th of December last*, while 
the rest of those who ought to have been 
equally forward in that wojk, stood timidly 
hesitating in what; manner to act, \ had a par- 
ticular view to the preserving you in your pre- 
sent post ; and to this end I prevailed with the 
senate to agree to my motion concerning the 
continuance of the proconsuls in their respec*- 
tive provinces. But my zeal in your cause did 

not 

3 The Minotaur was a fabulous monster which the poets 
describe as half man half bull. Cicero, therefore, in allusion 
to the name of Taurus, who had joined with Calvisius in 
some combination against Cornificius, jocosely gives them 
the appellation of the Minotaur* 

4 When he spoke his third and fourth Philippic orations, 
•wherein Cicero endeavoured, amongst other articles, to ani»- 
iTi ate the senate and the people to vigorous measures against 
Antony. 
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not terminate here, and I still continued my 
attacks upon that person, who, in contempt of 
the senate, as well as most injuriously to you, 
had, even whilst he himself was absent from 
Rome, procured your government to be allotted 
to him. My frequent, or, to speak more pro- 
perly, my incessant, remonstrances against his 
proceedings, forced him, much against his in* 
clinations, to enter Rome, where he found him- 
self obliged to relinquish the hopes of an ho- 
nour which he thought himself no less sure o$ 
than if it had been in his actual possession. It 
gives me great pleasure that these my just and 
honest invectives against your adversary, in 
conjunction with your own exalted merit, have 
secured you in your government, as I rejoice 
extremely, likewise, in the distinguished ho- 
nours you have there received. 

I very readily admit of your excuse in regard 
to Sempronius, well knowing that your con- 
duct upon that occasion may justly be imputed 
to those errors to which we were all equally 
liable, whilst we trod the dark and dubious 
paths of bondage. I myself, indeed, the grave 
inspirer of your counsels, and the firm defender 
of your dignities, even I, my friend, was inju 
diciously hurried away by my indignation at 
the times, when, too hastily despairing of li- 
ft 3 berty, 
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tarty, I attempted to retire into Greece 6 , But 
the Etesian winds, like so many patriot-citi- 
zens, refused to waft me from the common* 
wealth, whilst Auster, conspiring in their de~ 
feigns, collected his whole force, and drove me 
hack again to Regium. From thence I re- 
turned to Rome, with all: the expedition that 
sails and oars could speed me, and, the very 
next day after my arrival, I shewed the world 
that I was the only inan, amidst a race of the 
ttaost abject slaves, that dared to assert his 
freedom and independency 7 . I inveighed, ifl* 
deed, against the measures of Antony with so 
ttuch spirit and indignation, that he lost all 
manner of patience; and pointing the whole 
rage of his Bacchanalian fury at my devoted 
head, he at first endeavoured to gain a pretence 
of assassinating me in the senate ; but that pro- 
ject not succeeding, his next resource was to 
Jay wait for my life in private. But 1 extricated 
myself from his insidious snares, and drove 
him, all reeking with the fumes of his nauseous 
intemperance, into the toils of Octavius*. That 

excellent 

6 An account of this intended voyage has already been 
given in a former note. See rem. 3. p. 134. of this vol. 

7 This seems to aHude to his having refused to pay obedi* 
eace to a summons from Antony, to attend a meeting of the 
senate which was held on that day. See rem. 1. p. 142. of 
-this vol. 

* Octavius, as soon as he returned into Italy , after the 
death of Caesar, endeavoured to secure Cicero in his interest, 

as 
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excellent youth drew together a body of troops, 

in the first place, for his o\rn and my partial* 

for defence ; and in the next, for that of the re* 

public 

as Cicero appeared no less forward to embrace the friend* 
ship of Octavius. They both of them, indeed, had one of the 
strongest of alt motives, perhaps, for a mutual coalidon ; as 
there is nothing in which men seem to unite more amicably, 
than in hunting down the same common foe. The league, 
however, into which Cicero entered with Octavius, extended 
no farther, at first, than to a matter of mere civil contro* 
versy : and he only engaged to support Octavius in his claim 
of part of Caesar's estate, which Antony, it was alledged, in- 
juriously withheld from him. But even this was going a 
greater length than a true patriot could prudently have ven- 
tured. For though the contest between Antony and Oct** 
vius, with respect to the money in question, was altogether 
personal, yet " by natural consequence (as the accurate ob- 
" aerver upon the epistles between Cicero and Brutus justly 
" remarks) it became a matter of more extensive concern* 
" In the first place, it was joined' with the succession to the 
■* name of Caasar; which was looked upon by the chiefs of 
" the Caesarian party as an earnest of the continuance of 
" the public settlement made by Caesar ia the person of Oo- 
" tavius; and, on the same account, it was always suspected 
" by the more discerning republicans. In the next place, it 
«*' gave Octavius the plausible occasion of being the distin* 
" guished assertor of Caesar's acts, and of the full execution 
ir of all his bequests : by which means he drew upon him- 
" self the eyes of all the veterans, the military force of the 
44 empire, and interested the whole populace, of Rone in his 
" cause ; since it was the common cause of all who were ex* 
u pecting with impatience the efiect of Caesar's liberality ." 
Howef er, had Cicero's engagements with Octavius ended here, 
his conduct might have been excused, at least, though it cer- 
tainly could not have been justified. But when he afterwards 
armed Octavius with the power and the dignities of toe state j 
when he trusted (as the excellent author of the observations 
on his life ingeniously expresses it) the last stake of liberty in 
tit ktmdt of a man who bad m> great temptations to betray it, 
he seems clearly to have acted in contradiction to the awitfr 
jnents of his heart, and to have sacrificed the cause of the 

R 3 repUWi* 
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public in general ; which, if he had not happily 
raised, Antony, in his return from Brundisium, 
would have spread desolation, like a wasting 
pestilence, around the land. What followed I 
need not add, as I imagine you are well ap- 
prised of all that has happened subsequent to 
that period. To return, then, to what gave 
occasion to this digression, let me again assure 
you, that I am perfectly well satisfied with your 
excuse concerning Sempronius. The truth is, 
it was impossible to act with any determined 
steadiness and uniformity in times of such to* 
tal anarchy and confusion. " But other days 
" (to use an expression of Terence) are now 
X€ arrived, and other measures are now re- 
" quired." Come, then, my friend, let us sail 
forth together, and even take our place at the 
helm. All the advocates of liberty are embarked 
in one common bottom ; and it is my utmost 

endeavour 

republic to the hatred he bore to Antony. Plutarch ex* 
pressly assigns this as Cicero's motive for declaring in favour 
of Octavius ; which, indeed, is abundantly confirmed by his 
letters to Atticus. It appears from these that there was so 
little difference, with respect to the republican interest, whe- 
ther Antony or Octavius was at the head of affairs, that nei- 
ther Atticus nor Cicero could determine, in that view, which 
to prefer : valde tibi cssentior, says our author to his friend, 
si multum possit Octavianus, multS Jtrthius acta tyranni cam- 
probatum iri y quam in telluris: atque id contra Brutum fieri. 
Sin autem oincitur, vide* intolerabilem Autonium , ut quern «e- 
lis nescias. Ad Att. xvi, 14. Plut. in Brut. Tunstal's ob- 
serv. on the epist. between Brut, and Cic. p. 132. Observ. 
on the Life of Cic. p. 5o. 
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endeavour to steer them right. May prosper- 
ous gales then attend our voyage ! But, what- 
ever winds may arise, ray best skill, most as* 
suredly, shall not be wanting: and, is it in 
the power of patriotism to be answerable for 
more ? In the mean time, let it be your care to 
cherish in your breast every generous and ex- 
alted sentiment, remembering always that your 
true glory must ever be inseparably connected 
with the republic. Farewel. 

R 4 LETTER 
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LETTER L 

[A. U. 7,10.] 

Oalba 1 to Cicero. 

On the 15th of this month, the day on which 
Pansa intended to join the army of Hirtius, 
Antony drew out of his lines the second and 
thirty-fifth legions, together with his ownpne~ 
torian cohort, and that of Silanus* ; both which 

were 

* He tad tam (me of Caesar's Veuteasnti is Gaul ; but 
not bejqg favoured by bite in his pursuit of the consulship, 
he joined in the conspiracy with Brutus and Cassius. He 
was great fratad-lather to the emperor Oalba* Qttfrtttr. 

* He was military tribune in the army of Lepidus, and by 
the secret connivance, if not by the express orders, of that 
general, had conducted a body of troops to the assistance of 
Antony, in the siege of Modeua. Dfo. xlri. j>. 33<>. 

4 
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were composed of the Evocati'. I happened* 
at this time, to be in Pansa's army, having been 
sent an hundred miles express, in order to 
hasten his march. Antony advanced towards 
us with these troops, in the supposition that 
our forces consisted only of four new- raised 
fegions ; whdreas Hirtius, the' better to secure 
our junction, had taken advantage of the pre- 
ceding night to reinforce us with the martial 
legion, which I generally commanded, as also 
with two praetorian cohorts. These regiments, 
upon the very first appearance of Antony's ca- 
valry, could by no means be restrained from 
engaging ; 'so that we were under an absolute 
necessity of following them to the charge. 
Antony, in order to deceive us into a be- 
lief that none of his legions were with him, 
had posted them -at Forum Gallorum 4 , and 
only appeared with his horse and light-armed 
troops in view. Pansa, when he saw that, 
contrary to his inclination, the martial legion 
had rushed on to the attack, gave directions 
that two of his new-raised legions, which were 
behind, should immediately come up. As soon 
as we had passed the woods and a morass, we 
formed in order of battle with twelve cohorts*; 
the other two legions I just now mentioned not 

being 

s See rem. 1. p. 340. vol. 1. 

4 Now called Castel-Franco, a small village on the jBmi- 
lian way, between Modena and Bologna. 

s A cohort consisted of about four or five hundred men. 
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being yet arrived. Antony observing this, 
drew all his forces out of the village, and in-* 
stantly began the engagement Both sides 
maintained the first onset with the most obsti- 
nate bravery; though, indeed, our right wing, 
in which I commanded eight cohorts of the 
martial legion, at the very beginning of the 
action, repulsed Antony's thirty-fifth legion, 
and pursued them above **** 6 paces out of 
the field. But I no sooner observed the ene- 
my's cavalry attempting to surround the wing 
from which I had advanced, than I endea- 
voured to rejoin it ; ordering, at the same time, 
my light-armed troops to engage Antony's 
Moorish horse, lest they should fall upon ns 
in our rear. But whilst I was attempting to 
regain my post, I found myself in the midst 
of. the enemy's troops, and perceived Antony 
himself at a small distance behind me. Upon 
this, throwing my shield cross my shoulders, 
I gallopped full speed towards one of our new- 
raised legions, which I saw advancing from the 
camp; the enemy, atthe same time pursuing 
me on the one side, and our own men aiming 
their pikes at me on the other ; but, as the laU 
ter soon discovered who I was, I had the very 

extraordinary 

* 6 4t The common editions add here qumgento$, but it is 
" not found either in Dr. Mead's MS. or any other autho- 
* ri*y.* Mr. Ress. 
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extraordinary good fortune to escape. CassarV 
praetorian cohort?, which was posted on the 
jEmilian road, made a very long and vigorous 
resistance. But our left wing, in which were 
two cohorts of the martial legion, together 
with the praetorian cohort, and which formed, 
indeed, the weakest division of our army, began 
to give ground, being hemmed in by Antony's 
cavaliy, in which he is extremely strong. As 
soon as alt our troops had made good their re- 
treat, I began to think of mine, and was the 
last that entered our camp. Antony, consider- 
ing himself as master of the field, imagined he 
could, likewise, take possession of our camp ; 
bat, after an unsuccessful attempt, he retired 
with great loss. 

As soon as Hirtius was informed of what had 
passed, he put himself at the head of twenty ve- 
teran cohorts, and meeting Antony in his return 
from the attack of our camp, engaged him upon 
the very spot where our action had just before 
happened, and entirely defeated his army.-~ 
About ten o'clock that night, Antony, with his 
cavalry, regained his camp near Mutina ; as 
Hirtius retired to that which Pansa had quitted 
iu the morning, and in which he had left the 
two legions that repulsed Antony. 

The enemy have lost the greatest part of 

their 
' 6 Octavtus. 
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their veteran troops. But this advantage was 
not to be obtained without a loss, likewise, oa 
our side; the pratorian cohorts, together with 
the martial legion, having somewhat suffered 
in this action. We have taken two legionary 
standards 7 , together with sixty others; and, 
upon the whole, have gained a very conside- 
rable victory* FareweL 
from the camp, April the 20th. 

LETTER IL 

{A. U. 710.] 

Plancus to Cicero*. 

It affords me great pleasure to reflect, that I 
have amply justified your favourable represen- 
tations of me, by having strictly fulfilled the 
promises I made you, I give you a proo& 
likewise, of my particular affection, by ac- 
quainting you, before any other of my friends, 
with the measures I have taken. I hope you 
are well persuaded, that tlie republic will daily 
receive still stronger instances of my attach- 
ment; let me assure you, at least, that you 

shall 

7 Each legion had a chief standard carried before it, opon 
which was fixed the figure of an eagle ; there was a parties 
3ar one, likewise, to every company. 

8 When Plancus wrote this letter, he had not receive* 
advice of the action between the troops of Antony and those, 
.of the republic ; of which an account has been given in thl 
preceding epistle. 
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shall be more and more convinced of it by the 
clearest and most unquestionable evidence. As 
to what concerns my own personal interest, I 
protest to you, my dear Cicero, by all my hopes 
of rescuing the republic from those imminent 
dangers to which it is exposed, that notwith- 
standing I esteem those illustrious recompences 
which are conferred by the .senate as no less 
desirable than immortal fame; yet, believe me, 
I shall not, in the least, remit of my earnest 
endeavours to assist the commonwealth, al- 
though I should never participate of its glori- 
ous rewards* If the ardour and efficacy of my 
zeal should not distinguish me, amidst thos? 
tnany excellent citizens who stand forth in the 
defence of our country, let not your suffrage 
contribute ta the increase of my honours. I 
have no ambition inconsistent with that gene-p 
ral equality for which I have taken up arms, 
and am perfectly well contented to leave it to 
your own determination, both when, and in 
what manner, my services shall be recompensed. 
Nothings indeed, can be deemed too late or too 
inconsiderable, • tf hich is given to a maa* as a 
public testimony of his country's approbation. 
Having reached the Rhone, by long marches ? 
J passed that river, with my whole army, on the 
*7th of April, and immediately ordered a de-> 
\ tachmeni 
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tachment of a thousand horse to advance be-, 
fore me from Vienna 9 , by a shorter road. If I 
meet with no obstructions on the part of Le- 
pidus, I doubt not of giving the republic rea- 
son to be satisfied with my diligence and ex- 
pedition ; but, if he should attempt to inter- 
cept my passage, I must take my measures as 
circumstances shall requi re. Of this, however, 
I will now assure you, that the army I am 
conducting is highly respectable, whether 
considered with regard to the nature, the 
number, or the fidelity of my troops. I will 
only add, that I desire your friendship upon 
no other terms, than as you are sure I shall al- 
ways give you the warmest returns ofmm& 
Farewel. 

LETTER 

9 Tis now called Vienne, a city in the province of Dan,- 
pbiny, situated upon the Rhoqe. 
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LETTER III. 

[A.TJ.710.J 

Dscimu* Brutus to Cjcs*q. 

You are sensible how great a loss the republic 
has sustained by the death of Pansa 1 , It be* 
hovesyou, therefore, to exert all your credit 
and address to prevent our enemies from enter- 
taining any reasonable hope of recovering their 
strength, now that they have thus deprived us 
of both our consuls*. I am preparing to pursue 
Antony immediately ; and, I trust, shall be able 
to render it impossible either for Antony to 
continue in Italy, or for Ventidius 1 to escape 
out of it. As 

• Panss died at Bologna a few days after the battle of 
Mutina, of the wounds he received in that action. Jppia*. 
iii. p. 572. 

* Hirtius and Octavius, after the battle mentioned in the 
preceding note, " were determined, at all hazards, to relieve 
" Modena ; and after two or three days spent in finding the 
" most likely place of breaking through the intrenchments, they 
" made their attack with such vigour, that Antony, rather than 
" suffer the town to be snatched, at last, out of his hands, chose 
" to draw out his legions and come to a general battle. The 
" fight was bloody and obstinate, and Antony's men, though 
" obliged to give ground, bravely disputed every inch of it ; 
" till Decimus Brutus, taking the opportunity at the same 
" time to 6ally out of the town, at the head of his garrison, 
" helped greatly to determine and complete the victory. 
" Hirtius pushed bis advantage with great spirit, and forced 
" his way into Antony's camp ; but when he had gained the 
" middle of it, was unfortunately killed near the general's 
" tent/' Life of Qc, iii. 204. 

3 Ventidius was a soldier of fortune, who from the meanest 

original 
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As I suppose you see very clearly the mea- 
sures which Pollio will pursue, I need say no- 
thing to you upon that article. But I make 
it my first and principal request, that you 
would send to Lepidus, in order, if possible, to 
prevent that light and inconstant man from re- 
newing the war, by joining with Antony : as 
both Lepidus and Pollio are at the head of very 
numerous and powerful armies.' I do not men- 
tion this as imagining that you are not equally 
attentive to these important points ; but, from 
the firm persuasion that Lepidus, however du- 
bious 

original, became one of the most distinguished captains of the 
age. The father of Pompey having taken the city of Asca- 
turn, in the Italic or social war, reserved part of the inhabit- 
ants to grace his triumphal entry into Rome ; among which 
was the mother of Veniidius, who walked before the victor's 
car, with her infant son at her breast. When he grew up, 
the gained his livelihood by serving as a groom ; in which 
employment having gotten together a little money, he fur- 
nished himself with some mutes and carriages, which he let out 
to the government for the use of the proconsuls in their way 
to the provinces. In this capacity he became known to Cae- 
sar, who observing in him a genius much superior to bis sta- 
tion, took him into Gaul, where he advanced him in his army; 
and after the civil wars were ended, gave him a place in the 
senate, and created him praetor. After the death of Caesar, 
he attached himself to the interest of Antony : to whose as- 
sistance he was at this time marching at the bead of a consi- 
derable body of troops, which he had raised out of C«sar'$ 
veteran legions that were dispersed in different parts of Italy. 
Towards the end of the present year, the triumvirate appointed 
him consul. Having, shortly afterwards, obtained a signal 
victory over the Parthians, his conduct and bravery vyere re- 
warded with a triumph : and, to crown the series of his glory, 
he was honoured, at his death, with a public funeral. Aul. 
Gel. xv. 4. Dio. xliii. p . 239. Vd. Poterc. i\ f 65. * , 

Vol. III. S 
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bious it may perhaps appear to the senate, will 
never of himself act in the manner he ought 
Let me entreat you, likewise, to confirm Plan- 
eus in his present resolutions : who, I should 
hope, when he sees Antony driven out of Italy, 
will not be wanting in his assistance to the re- 
public. If the latter should have crossed the 
Alps, I purpose to post a proper number of 
forces to guard the passes of those mountains 4 : 
and you may depend upon my giving you re- 
gular notice of all my motions. FareweL 

From my camp at Regium 5 . 
April the 29th. 

LETTER IV- 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Plancus, 

How pleasing was the letter I received from 

you two days before our victory at Mutina 1 
wherein you gave me an account of the state 
of your troops, of your .zeal to the republic, 
and of the expedition with which you were ad- 
vancing to the relief of Brutus. But, notwitfo 
standing that the enemy was defeated before 

4 The intent of this guard seems to have been what Mr. 
Ross conjectures, in order to intercept the march of Venti- 
dius, and prevent bim from following Antony over the Alp3.' 

* A town upon the ^Bmilian way, between Modena and 
Parma* it is now called Reggio. 
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you could join our army, the hopes, neverthe- 
less, of the commonwealth, are still fixed en- 
tirely upon you : as the principal leaders of 
these infamous rebels have escaped, it is said, 
from the field of battle. You will remember, 
therefore, that to exterminate the remains of 
this party, wiU be a service no less acceptable 
to the senate, than if you had given them tta 
first repulse. 

I am waiting, as well as many others, with 
great impatience for the return of your cou- 
riers. I hope that our late succes* will now 
induce even Lepidus himself to act in concert 
with you, for the defence of the common cause* 
X entreat you, my dear Plaacus* to employ your 
utmost endeavours for this important purpose 
that every spark of this horrid wax may be ut- 
terly and for ever extinguished. If you should 
be able to effect this, you will render a most 
godlike service to your country, and at the same 
time procure immortal honour to yourself, 
Farewel. 

May the$tk. 

S 2 LETTER 
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LETTER V. 

[A.U.710.] 

To the same. 

I seized the very first opportunity of contri- 
buting to the augmentation of your dignities : 
and I omitted no distinction that could be 
considered either as the. applause or reward of 
merit. This you will perceive by the decree 
which has been voted to your honour with the 
utmost zeal and unanimity in a very full house : 
and it is expressed in the very words I dictated 
from a paper which I had drawn up for that 
purpose. I was sensible, at the same time, from 
your letter, that it was more your ambition to 
approve your actions to every honest mind, 
than to be distinguished wjth these ensigns of 
glory : but I thought it incumbent upon the 
republic to consider, not what you desire, but 
what you deserve. Let me only entreat you to 
finish the work which others have so happily 
begun ; remembering, that whoever shall de- 
stroy Antony, will have the whole honour of 
concluding this war. It is thus that Homer 
gives the glory, not to Ajax, nor Achilles, but 
to Ulysses alone, of having exterminated Troy 6 . 
FareweL LETTER 

6 In the original it is, Homerus non Jjacem, nee Jchillem, 
led Ulyssem appcllavit w7oX*wog0io*; which is not strictly true; 

for 
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LETTER VI.". 

[A.U.71&] 

Decimus Brutus to Cicero. 

I look upon the obligations I have received 
from you, as nothing inferior even to those 
which I have conferred upon the republic : but 
I am not capable, you are well assured, of 
making you so ill a return as I have experienced 
from some of my ungrateful countrymen. It 
might, perhaps, in the present conjuncture, be 
thought to have somewhat the air of flattery, 
were I to say, that your single applause out- 
weighs, in my esteem, their whole united ap- 
probation. It is certain, however, that you 
view my actions by the faithful light of disr 
passionate truth and reason : whereas they, on 
the contrary, look upon them through the 
clouds of envy and malevolence. But I am little 
concerned how much soever they may oppose 
my honours, provided they do not obstruct me 
in my services to the republic : the very dan- 
gerous situation pf which, let me now point 

out. to you, in as few words as possible. 

, .In 

for Homer frequently gives that epithet to Achilles. Plancus, 
however, could not mistake the hint, that any stratagem 
would be fair and honourable which should for ever remove 
Antony out of their way. 

S3 



Digitized by 



Google 



26* The LETTERS Boo* XIV. 

In the first place, then, you are sensible what 
great disturbances the death of the consuls 7 
may create in Rome: as it may give occasion 
to all the dangerous practices that ambition will 
suggest to those, who are desirous of succeed- 
ing to their office*. This is all that prudence 
will allow me to say in a letter: and all, indeed, 
that is necessary to be said to a man of your 
penetration. As to Antony, notwithstanding 
he made his escape from the field of battle with 
but a very few troops, and those too entirely 
disarmed ; yet, by setting open the prisons, and 
by pressing all sorts of men that fell in his way, 
he has collected no contemptible number of 
forces. These have likewise been considerably 
augmented by the accession of the veteran and 
other troops of Ventidius : who, after n very 
difficult march over the Apennine mountains, 
has found means to join Antony in the fens of 
Sabata 9 . The only possible scheme which the 
latter can pursue, is, either to have recourse to 
Lepidus, if that general should be disposed to 
receive him ; or to post himself on the Alps 
and Apennines, in order to make depredations 

with 

7 Hirtius and Pansa. 

8 This seems plainly to point at Oct a vi us ; who, in fact, 
soon after procured himself to be elected consul, in conjunc- 
tion with Quintus Pedius. 

9 Between the Alps and the Apennines, on the coast of 
Genoa. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Book XIV- of CICERO. 26$ 

with his cavalry (in which he is exceedingly 
strong) on the neighbouring country ; or to 
march into Etruria 1 , where we have no army 
to oppose him. Had Caesar, however, passed 
the Apennine mountains agreeably to my ad- 
vice*, I should have driven Antony into such 
difficulties, that, perhaps, without striking a 
single blow, I should have been able to have 
wasted his whole army by famine. But the mis- 
fortune is, that Caesar will neither be governed 
by me, nor will his army be governed by him: 
both which are very unhappy circumstances 
for our carise. This then being the sad state 
of public affairs, can I be solicitous, as I said 
Above, what opposition I may meet with in re* 
spect to my own personal honours ? The par* 
ticulars I have here mentioned are of so very 
delicate a nature, that I know not how you 
will be able to touch upon them in the senate : 
or if you should, I fear it will be to no pur- 
pose. 

1 Tuscany. 

* " Octavius, from the beginning, had no thoughts of pur- 
" suing Antony. He had already gained what he aimed at; 
" had reduced Antony's power so low, and raised his own so 
" high, as to be in a coudition of making his own terms with 
" him in the partition of the empire : whereas, if Antony had 
" been wholly destroyed, the republican party would have 
" probably been too strong for him and Lepidus. When Oc- 
" tavius was pressed, therefore, to pursue Antony, he con- 
" trived still to delay it until it was too late ; taking himself 
" to be more usefully employed in securing to his interest 
" the troops of the consuls." Life qfCic. iii. 214. 
S4 
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pose. In the mean time, I am in no condition 
to subsist my troops any longer. When I 
first took up arms for the deliverance of the 
commonwealth, I had above four hundred 
thousand sestertia* in ready money : but' at 
present I have not only mortgaged every part 
of my estate, but have borrowed all I could 
possibly raise on the credit of my friends*. I 
leave you to judge, therefore, with what diffi-r 
culty I now maintain seven legions at my own 
expence. The truth is, I should not be equal 
to so great a charge, were I possessed of all 
VarroV immense treasures. 

As soon as I shall receive any certain infor- 
mation of Antony's motions, I will give you 
notice. In the mean time, I will only add, that 
I desire the continuance of your friendship 
upon no other terms than as you shall find an 
equal return of mine. Farewel. 

From my camp at Tertona 5 , 
May the 5th. 

LETTER. 

3 About 320,0001. sterling. 

4 Who this man of immense wealth was, is not known* 
There is no reasjn to believe that he was the celebrated Te- 
rentius Varro, to whom several letters in the preceding part 
ofj this collection are addressed. 

5 Tortona, about thirty miles north from Genoa. 
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LETTER VII. 

[A.U.7J0.] 

Plancus to Cicero. 

I give you a thousand and a thousand thanks 
for your late favours, which, as long as I live, 
I shall always most gratefully acknowledge. 
More than this I dare not venture to promise : 
for I fear it will never be in my power to acquit 
such uncommon obligations, unless you should 
think (what your letter endeavours, indeed, witlj 
much serious eloquence to persuade me) that to 
remember them is to return them. You could 
not have acted with a more affectionate zeal, if 
the dignities of your own son had been in ques- 
tion : and I am perfectly sensible of the high 
honours that were decreed to me in conse- 
quence of your first motion for that purpose. I 
am sensible, too> that all your subsequent votes 
in my behalf were entirely conformable to the 
circumstances of the times and the opinion of 
my friends : as I am informed, likewise, of the 
advantageous colours in which you are perpe- 
tually representing me* as well as of the fre- 
quent contests you sustain with my injurious 
detractors. It is incumbent upon me, there- 
fore, in the first place, to endeavour to con- 
vince the republic that I am worthy of the 
praises you bestow upon me ; and, in the next 
1 , place* 
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place, to render you sensible that I gratefully 
bear your friendship in remembrance. I will 
only add, under this article, that I desire you 
to protect me in the honours I have thus pro- 
cured by your influence: but I desire it no 
otherwise than as my actions shall prove that I 
am the man you wish to find me. 

As soon as I had passed the Rhone, I detach- 
ed a body of three thousand 6 horse under the 
command of my brother, with orders to ad- 
vance towards Mutina, to which place I in- 
tended to follow them with the rest of my ar- 
my. But, on my march thither, I received ad- 
vice that an action had happened, and that the 
siege was raised. Antony, I find, has no other 
resource left but to retire into these parts with 
the remains of his broken forces. His only 
hopes, indeed, are, that he may be able to gain 
pither Lepidus or his army, in which there 
are some troops no less disaffected to the 
republic than those which served under An- 
tony himself. I thought proper, therefore, 
to recal my cavalry, and to halt in the coun- 
try of the Allobroges 7 , that I may be ready 

to 

6 fh the second letter of this book, Plancus says this de- 
tach Lieut consisted only of a thousand horse; in one or 
other, therefore, of these passages, the transcribers must 
have committed some mistake. 

7 It comprehended the territories of Geneva, with part of 
Savoy and Dauphine : and formed a district of the province 
under the command of Lepidus. 
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to act as circumstances shall require. If An- 
tony should retire into this country destitute 
of men, I make no doubt, notwithstanding, 
that he should be received by the army of Le- 
pidus, to be able to give a good account of 
him with my present forces. Should he even 
appear at the head of some troops, and should 
the tenth veteran legion revolt, which, together 
with the rest of those regiments, was, by my 
means, prevailed upon to engage in the service 
of the republic; yet I shall endeavour, by act- 
ing on the defensive, to prevent him from 
gaining any advantage over us ; whieh I hope 
to effect, till a reinforcement from Italy shall 
enable me to exterminate this desperate crew, 
I will venture, at least, to assure you, my clear 
Cicero, that neither zeal nor vigilance shall be 
wanting on my part for that purpose. It is my 
sincere wish, indeed, that the senate may have 
no farther fears; but if any should still remain, 
no man will enter into their cause with greater 
warmth and spirit, nor be willing to suffer more 
in the support of it, than myself. 

I am endeavouring to engage Lepidus to 
join with me in the same views : and I have 
promised him, if he will act with a regard to the 
interest of the republic, that I shall, upon all 
occasions, yield him an entire deference. I 
have employed my brother, together with Fur- 

nius 
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nius and Laterensis 9 , to nqgociatc this associa- 
tion between us: and no private injury done to 
myself shall ever prevent me from concurring 
with my greatest enemy, whenever it may be 
necessary for the defence of the commonwealth. 
But should these overtures prove unsuccessful, I 
shall still persevere with the same zeal (and, 
perhaps, with more glory) in my ; endeavours to 
give satisfaction to the senate. Take care of 
your health, and allow me an equal return of 
your friend ship. N Farewel. 

- LETTER VIII. 
[a. u. no.] 
Decjmus Brutus, Consul-elect, to Cicero, 

I have received a duplicate of the letter you 

sent me by my couriers ; to which I can only 

say, in return, that my obligations to you rise 

much higher than I can easily discharge. 

I gave you an account, in my last, of the pos-* 

ture of our affairs : since which I have received 

intelligence, that Antony is on his march to-* 

wards Lepidus. Among some papers of Antony, 

which are fallen into my hands, I found a list of 

the several persons whom he intended to em-* 

ploy 

9 Furnius, it has already been observed, was lieutenant 
to Plancus, as Laterensis acted in th,e same capacity unde^ 
^.epidus. 
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ploy as mediators in his behalf with Pollio, Le- 
pidus and Plancus : so that he has not- yet, it 
seems, given up all hopes of gaining the latter. 
Nevertheless, I did not hesitate to send an im- 
mediate express to Plancus, with advice of An- 
tony's march. I expect, within a few days, to 
receive ambassadors from the Allobroges, and 
all the other districts of this province : and I 
doubt not of dismissing them strongly con- 
firmed in their allegiance to the republic- You 
will be attentive on your part, I dare say, to 
promote all such necessary measures at Rome 
as shall be agreeable to your sentiments, and to 
the interest of the commonwealth. I am equally 
persuaded that you will prevent, if it be pos- 
sible to prevent, the malevolent schemes of my 
enemies. But if you should not succeed in 
these generous endeavours, you will, at least, 
have the satisfaction to find, that no indignities 
they can throw upon me, are capable of de- 
terring me from my purposes. Farewel. 

- From my camp on the frontiers of the Statiellenses 1 . 
May the 5th. 

LETTER 

x A territory in Liguria, the principal town of which was 
Aqua Staticllorum, now called Aqui, in the district of Slont- 
serat. 
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LETTER IX. 

[A.U.710.] 

Plancus to Cicero. 

Some occurrences have arisen since I closed 
my former letter, of which I think it may im- 
port the republic that you should be apprised : 
as both the commonwealth and myself, I hope, 
have reaped advantage from my assiduity in the 
affair I am going to mention. I solicited Le~ 
pidus by repeated expresses to lay aside all ani- 
mosities between us, and amicably unite with 
me in concerting measures for the succour of 
the republic ; conjuring him to prefer the in- 
terest of his family and his country to that of 
a contemptible and desperate rebel ; and assur- 
ing him, if he did so, that he might entirely 
command me upon all occasions. According*- 
ly* by the intervention of Laterensis, I have 
succeeded in my negotiation: and Lepidus 
has given me his honour, that if he cannot pre- 
vent Antony from entering his province*, he 
will most certainly lead his army against him. 
He requests, likewise, that I would join him 
with my forces ; and the rather, as Antony is 
extremely strong in cavalry, whereas, that of 

Lepidus 

* Narbonensian Gaul : which, together with part of 
Spain, composed the province of Lepidus. 
3 
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Lepidus it very inconsiderable: and out of 
these few, ten of his best men have lately de- 
serted to my camp. As soon as I received this 
express, I lost no time to forward and assist 
the good intentions of Lepidus. I clearly saw, 
indeed, the advantage that would arise from my 
joining him : as my horse would be of service 
in pursuing and destroying Antony's cavalry, 
and, as the presence of my troops in general, 
would be a restraint upon the disaffected part 
of those under his command. To this end, 
having spent a day in throwing a bridge across 
the Isara*, a very considerable river, that 
bounds the territories of the Allobroges, I 
passed it with my whole army on the 12th of 
May. But having received advice that Lucius 
Autonius* was advancing towards us with some 
regiments of horse and foot, and that he was 
actually arrived at Forum Julii 4 ; I ordered, on 
the 14th, a detachment of four thousand horse 
to meet him, under the command of my bro- 
ther: whom I purpose to follow by long 
marches with four light-armed legions and the 
remainder of my cavalry. And should that 
Tortuiie which presides over the republic, prove 
in any degree favourable to my arms, I shall 

*soon 

8 It is now called the Iscre, a river in Dauphine, which 
falls into the Rhone. 

* A brother of Mark Antony. 

4 Now called Frejus, a city in Provence. 
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soon put an end, at once, both to our own 
fears, and to the hopes of these insolent rebels. 
But if the infamous Antony, apprised of our 
approach, should retire towards Italy, it will 
be the business of Brutus to intercept his 
march; and, Brutus, I and persuaded, will not 
be wanting either in courage or conduct for 
that purpose. Nevertheless, I shall, in that case, 
send my brother with a detachment of horse to 
harass Antony in his retreat, and to protect 
Italy from his depredations. Farewel. 




LETTER X. 

[A.U.710.] 

Cassius, Proconsul, to Cicero. 

x our letter 5 affords me a new proof of your 
extraordinary friendship. I find, by it, that 
you are not only a well-wisher to my interest, 

(as you have, at all times been^ indeed, for 
the sake of the republic as well as for my own) 
but enter into it with the warmest and most 
anxious solicitude. I was persuaded, therefore, 
that as you could not suppose me capable of be- 
ing inactiveat a season whenmy country labour- 
ed under a general oppression, you would be 

im- 

5 This seems to be an answer to the 15th letter of the 
preceding book. p. 219. 
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impatient to hear both of my personal welfare, 
and of the success of my military preparations; 
For this reason, as soon as Aulas Allienus had 
resigned those legions into my hands -which he 
brought from Egypt 6 , I wrote to you by diff 
ferent couriers, whom I dispatched to Rome. I 
sent a letter, at the same time, to the senate ; 
and, if my people obeyed their instructions, i£ 
was not delivered till it was first read to you. 
But, if these expresses should not be arrived, I 
am persuaded they have been intercepted by 
Dolabella; who, after having most villanously 
murdered Trebonius 7 , has made himself master 
of his province, i ■ 

... All 

6 See rem. 3. p. 20(5. of this vol. 

7 It has already been observed in rem. 4. p. 194. of this 
vol. that Dolabella left Rome before the expiration of his 
consulship, in order to possess himself of the government of 
Syria. In his way thither, he arrived at Smyrna; where 
Trebonius, proconsul of Asia Minor, resided. Treboniu& re- 
fused him admittance into the city, but treated him, how* 
ever, with great civility, and many compliments mutually 
passed between them. With these, Dolabella appeared sa- 
tisfied J and pretending to pursue his march, proceeded 'to- 
wards Ephesus ; but he returned in the night, and making 
himself master of the city by surprise, seized Trebonius in 
bis bed. Cicero, in one of his Philippics, expatiates upon the 
cruelties which Dolabella exercised on this his unfortunate, 
but illustrious prisoner. He kept him two days under tor- 
ture, to extort a discovery of the public money in his cus- 
tody, insulting him, at the same time, with the most oppro- 
brious language ; he then ordered his head to be cut off, and 
exhibited to the populace on the point* of a spear, his body 
to be dragged through the principal streets of Smyrna, and 
afterwards to be thrown into the sea. : See rem. 8; p. 99. of 
this vol. Appian. B. C. iii. p. 542. Phil. xi. 2. 3. 

Vol. III. T 
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, JH4te4nM|w whicfi Iftini ip£yri% h*vg 
wfamitte4 to ipy jwifc wty. #p*re*pr, J h&w 
been a Jittfc raterdsd i* my pf e^ »r *tiwjs, « 
ecder to distribute some 4®&atiFee ^wki.ch J had 
promised ty *fee aoMiejrs, fe*it I h&ve wv &$* 
charged my 8Bgag*pe»ts. 

If p*u are sensible that I haro refw«d ?i9 ]*» 
home nor danger for the seryice ^f pay com** 
try ; if it wa* fey your advice and pftrauaeioa, 
fh^t I ta0k up arras -«gWMl; jAor0 i^fewou? iftf 
vadfifi* xrf o»r liberties ; if I have mi Qu\y rab* 
«d ar army for the defence of the owNnoiir 
Wifefa, but have £ve& spttfehed it from mart 
cruel and oppressive hands ; let these eogfiidgr 
rations recommend my interests to your care 
IHWipratectiop. Jfad Pol&beUa, indeed, pos- 
sessed himself of these forces, the expectatwm 
pf such ^1 additional body of troops, even t*g~ 
for? they had actually joined Antony, would 
greatly have confirmed and strengthened hi* 
jarty. If, upon this accoipit, therefore, yop 
think these soldiers deserve highly of the w~ 
public, let them experience the feepgfit of youf 
patronage, nor suffer them to have reason to 
H?g?et, that they preferred their ditfy to the 
commonwealth, to all tjie powetful temptation 
of plunder aod rapipe* I must also recommend 
it to your care, that due honours be paid to 

the 
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ibe generals, Marcus and Crispus'. As tp 
Bassus, he obstinately refused to deliver up the 
legion under his command; and had they not, 
without his consent, deputed some of their of- 
ficers to treat with me; he would have shut the 
gates of Apamea, and forced me to have en- 
tered the town by assault. I make these re- 
quests, then, as well in the name of our friend- 
ship, which, I trust, will have much weight 
with you ; as in that of the republic, which has 
ever, I know, been the object of your warmest 
affection. Believe me, the army under my 
command is zealously attached not only to the 
Senate, and to every friend of our country, but 
particularly to yourself* The frequent accounts, 
indeed, they hear of your patriot-disposition, 
have extremely endeared you to them, and 
should they find their interests to be a part of 
yout concern, they will consider you, in all re- 
spects, as their first and greatest benefactor. 

Since I wrote the above, I have received in- 
telligence that Dolabella is marched into Cili- 
cia, whither I purpose immediately to follow 
him. I will give you early notice of the event 
of this expedition, and may I so prove success- 
full as I shall endeavour to deserve well of the 

republic. 

* Some account of these persons, as well as of Bassus, 
mentioned in the next sentence, has been given in the pre* 
ceding remarks. 

T2 
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republic. Take care of your health, and con- 
tinue your friendship to me. Farewel. 

From my camp, May the 7th. 

LETTER XL 

[A.U.710.] 

To Decimus Brutus, Consul elect. 

The message you commissioned Galba and 
Volumnius to deliver to the senate, sufficiently 
intimates the nature of those fears and suspi- 
cions which you imagine we have reason to 
entertain. But I must confess, that the appre- 
hensions you would thus infuse into us, seem, 
by.no means, worthy of that glorious victory 
you have obtained over the enemies of the com- 
. monwealth. Believe me, my dear Brutus, 
both the senate, and the generals that support 
its cause, are animated with an undaunted re- 
solution ; we were sorry, therefore, that you, 
whom we esteem the bravest captain that ever 
the republic employed, should think us capable 
of any timidity. Is it possible, indeed, after 
having confidently reposed our hopes on your 
courage and conduct, when you were invested 
by Antony in all the fulness of his strength and 
power, that any of us should harbour the least 
fear now that the siege is raised, and the ene- 
4 my's 
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my's army entirely overthrown ? Nor have we 
any thing, surely, to apprehend from Lepidus. 
For who can imagine him so utterly void of all 
rational conduct, as to have professed himself 
an advocate for peace, when we were engaged 
in a most necessary and important war, and 
yet to take up arms against the republic the 
moment that most desirable peace is restored ? 
You are far too sagacious, I doubt not, to en- 
tertain such a thought 9 . Nevertheless* the 
fears you have renewed amongst us, At a time 
when every temple throughout Rome is re- 
sounding with . our thanksgivings for your de- 
liverance, have cast a very considerable damp 
upon our joy. May the fact prove, then, : 
(what, indeed, I am inclined to believe as well 
as hope) that Antony is completely vanquish- 
ed. But should he happen to recover some 
degree of strength, he will most asauredly find 
that neither the senate is destitute of wisdom/ 
nor the people of courage ; I will add, too, nor 
the republic of a general, so long as you' shall 
be alive to lead forth her armies. Farewel, 

May the 19ft. 

LETTER 

9 It will appear, in the progress of these letters, that if 
Cicero was really in earnest in what h& here says concerning 
Lepidus, it was he himself, and not Brutus, who wanted 
sagacity, . • 

, ; T3 ; •• 
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LETTER XII. 

[A.U.T10.] 

Plancus to Cicero. 

Antony arrived at Forum-Jvdii, with the 
van of his army, on the 15 th of May, and 
Ventidius is only two days march behind him. 
Lepidus writes me word, that he proposes to 
wait for me at Forum -Voconii 1 , where he is at 
present encamped, a place about four-and- 
twenty miles distant from Forum- Julii. If he 
and Fortune do not deceive my expectations, 
the senate may depend upon my speedily termi- 
nating this business to their full satisfaction. 

I mentioned to you, in a former letter* that 
the great fatigues which my brother had un- 
dergone, by his continual marches, had ex- 
tremely impaired his constitution* IJoweveiv, 
as soon as he was sufficiently recovered to get 
abroad, he considered his health as an acquisi- 
tion which he had. gained as much for the ser- 
vice of the republic, as for himself; and was 
the first, therefore, to engage in every hazardous 
expedition. But I have recommended it to 
him, and, indeed, insisted, that he should re- 
turn to Rome, as he would be nmeh mote. likely 
to wear himself away by continuing in this 

camp, 
1 Now called ht Luc, in Provence. 
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camp, tfoa* be able to ghfc me any 
Besides, I rrtiagimeuiy otfw that tfite le^ubbk* ' 
most unhappily deprived of both tj» ednsuisy 
that the presence of so worthy a magistrate 
would be absoltffely necessary at Rome, But 
if any of you should ttjiftk otherwise, let mp be 
censured for my imprudent advice; but let not 
by brother be condemned as failing in hjr 
duty. 

Lepidus r agreeably to my request, h^s deli* 
yered Apella into my hancls, 43 an hostage for 
the faithful execution of fjis engagements to 
po-operate with me in the defence of the com* 
monwealth. I^ucius Gellius, has given mp 
proofs of his zea], as he has acted also m the 
aflair of th<S three brothers, to the satisfaction 
of Sexfcuf Gavianus. I have lately employed 
the latter ii* some negociations between Le- 
pidus and myself, and I have found him firmly 
attached to the interest of the republic. It is 
with great pleasure 1 give this testimony in his 
favour, a tribute which J shall always be 
ready td pay wherever it is deserved. 

Take care of your health, and allow me the 
same share of your heart which you most as* 
Sufedly possess of mine. J recommend my 
dignities, likewise, to your protection ; and I 
Jiope, if I can plead any merit, you will con? 
T4 timfc 



Digitized by 



Google 



280 Th* LETTERS Book XIV. 

tinue your good offices to me with the same 
singular affection you have hitherto discover- 
ed, Earewel. 

LETTER XIII. 

-. [A.U.U0.] 

: ' ■ TO CORNIFICIUS. 

You recommend a friend of my own, when 
y.ou desire, my good offices to Lucceius : he 
assured I shall faithfully support his interest 
by every mean in my power. 

We have lost our colleagues*, Hirtius and 
Pansa : and the death of these excellent con- 
suls, who discharged their office with great 
advantage to the republic, has happened at a 
yery . unseasonable conjuncture. For though 
we are at present delivered from the oppres- 
sions of Antony, we are not wholly free from 
Ml apprehensions of danger.. But, if I may 
tie permitted, I shall continue my usual endea- 
vours to preserve the commonwealth from ruin; 
though, I must confess, I am full weary of the 
work. No lassitude, however, ought to obstruct 
the duties we owe to our country.— -But I for- 
bear to enter farther into this subject, as I had 
father you should hear of my actions from others, 
"than from myself. The account I receive of 
jours is entirely agreeable to my wishes ; but 

it 

* In the college of augurs. 
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it is far otherwise with respect to the reports 
concerning Minucius. They are, indeed, very, 
unfavourable to his character, notwithstanding 
all the fine things you .said of him in one of 
your letters. I should be glad to know the 
truth of the case, and to be informed of every 
thing else which is transacting in your .pro- 
vince. Farewel. 

LETTER XIV. 

[a. u. no.] 
ToDecimus Brutus, consul-elect. 

It is with infinite satisfaction, my dear Brutus, 
that I find you approve of my conduct in the 
senate, with respect both to the decemvirs 1 *, 
and to the honours decreed to our young* man. 
Yet, after all, what have my labours availed ? 
Believe me, my friend, (and you know I am 
not apt to boast) the senate was the grand en- 
gine of my power : but all those springs which 
I used so successfully to manage, have utterly 

lost 

9 These decemvirs were probably the ten persons whom 
the senate, in the first transports of their supposed complete 
victory before the walls of Modena, bad appointed to enquire 
into the conduct of Antony, during his administration of the 
consular office. Vid. Appian. B. C. iii. 578. 

1 Octavius. The honours here mentioned were, perbap*, 
the ovation, (a kind of inferior and less splendid triumph) 
which, by the influence of Cicero, was decreed to young Cae- 
sar, for his services at the siege of Modena. See Life o/Cic. 
iii. p. 211. 
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tost ttoei* fovee, and I cam no longer cHrtct it* 
potions, T he troth of it r» r the news of yoor 
glorious salty from the gatrriaot* of Rfwtipa, of 
Antony's flight, *md of his araiy being entirely 
cut to pieces, had inspired soch confident hope* 
of a complete victory, that the disapjhotot ifi^nt 
has ca$t $ general damp upon the spirit I had 
raised against our enemies j and aR my ardent 
invectives seem at last to have proved just as 
insignificant as if I had beet* Combating with 
my own shadow. But to the purpose of your 
letter. — Those who are acquainted with the 
dispositions of the fourth and the martial let 
gions, assure me, they ^iff never he prevailed oij 
to serve under you. As to the supply of ifioney 
frfiich you desire, §ome measures may, aflcf 
jnost assuredly shall, be taker* in order to raise 
it I am wholly in your sentiments with re- 
gard to the calling Brutus 1 out 6f Greece, and 
retaining Caesarhere for the protection of Italy. 
J agree with you, likewise, my dear #rutus t 
$hat you have enemies ; and though I find it 
no very difficult matter to sustain their attacks, 
yet still, however they $ome\yha( emb;ams$ 
jny schemes in your fkvour. 

The legions from Africa 3 are daily expected, 

•■••--■;•■• "• ' " : In 

'i 

% Marcus Brutus. 

3 These Were some of the veteran legions that had served 
under Julius Caesar. See rem. 4. on let. 18. of this book. 
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In the mean time, the world is greatly astonish T 
ed to find that the war i§ brokp out again in 
your province. Nothing, in truth, ever hap? 
pened so unexpectedly j as we had promised 
ourselves, from the accountof the victory whfeh 
was- brought tp us on your birth-day, that the 
peace of the republic was established for many 
generations. But now all our fears are revived 
with as mucji strength as ever. 

You mentioned in your letter, dated the 15th 
pf May, that you ^ei;e just informed, by an ex* 
press from Planet^, that Lepidus had refused 
to receive Antony. Shquld this prove to be 
fact, our business will be so much the easier; 
if not, w« shall haye a very difficult struggle to 
maintain j and it depends upon you to ease me 
pf my great apprehensions for the event A3 
for my owni part, J have exhausted aU my 
powers* and I am utterly incapable of doing 
more than I have, already performed It is far 
otherwise, however, with my friend; apd I not 
paly wish, but expect; to see you {he greatest 
and raflst distinguished of Romans; FareweL 

LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 

[a. u. no.] ' . 
To Plancus. 

Nothing, my dear Plancus, could be more 
glorious to yourself, nor more acceptable to 
the senate, than the letter you lately addressed 
to that assembly: I will add too, nothing 
could be more opportune than the particular 
juncture in which it was delivered. Cornutus 
received it in the presence of a very full house, 
just as he had communicated to us a cold and 
irresolute letter from Lepidus. Yours was 
read immediately afterwards, and it was heard 
with the loudest acclamations of applause. It 
was highly pleasing, indeed, to the senate, not 
only from the importance of its contents, and 
those zealous services to the republic bf which 
it gave us an account, but from that strength 
and elegance of expression with which it was 
animated. The senate was extremely urgent 
that it might immediately be taken into consi- 
deration: but Cornutus thought proper to 
decline their request: However, the whole as- 
sembly expressing great indignation at his re- 
fusal, the question was put by five of the tri- 
bunes of the people. When Servilius was called 
upon for his opinion, he moved that the debate 

might 
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might be adjourned. What my sentiments 
were (and I was supported in them by the una- 
nimous concurrence of the whole house) you 
will see by the decree that passed upon this 
occasion. 

I am sensible that your own superior judg- 
ment is abundantly sufficient to direct you in 
all emergencies ; yet I cannot forbear advising 
you not to wait for the sanction of the senate 
in so critical a conjuncture as the present, and 
which undoubtedly must often demand imme- 
diate action. Be a senate, my friend, to your- 
self; and, without any other authority, scruple 
not to pursue such measures as the interest of 
the republic shall require. In one word, let 
your actions anticipate our expectations, and 
give us the pleasure of hearing that you have 
executed some glorious exploit, ere we are so 
much as apprised that you even had it in your 
intention. I will venture to assure you, that 
the senate will most certainly approve both 
your zeal and your judgment in whatever you 
shall thus undertake. Farewel. 

LETTER 
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* tETTER XVL 

{A.U.ti6.J 

*To Decimus Brutus, Consul elect;. 

I av indebted to you for your abort letter by 
Flaccjus Volilmnius, as well as for two othezsf 
move foH, one of which was brought by the 
courier af Titus Vibius* die other was forwaid- 
4oA to me by Lupus ; and aH of them came to' 
my bands on the same day- I find, hj font 
fcwa account, as well as bf that which &im* 
eeius has given me, that the war, for from be^ 
ing extinguished, seems to be breaking out 
again with greater violence. You ate sensible, 
If Antony jiiptdd gain any strength, that ail 
your Klustrioiis services to the republic will bp 
utterly frustrated. The first accounts we re- 
ceived here, and which, indeed, were unhrer-' 
Sally credited, represented him as having run 
Away in great consternation, attended only 
With a few frightened aad disarmed soldiers. 
But if the truth, after all, should be (what 
Grseeeius assures me) that Antony is, in fact, 
so strong as to render it unsafe to give him 
battle, he does not seem so much to have fled 
from Mutina, as to have changed the seat of 
war. This unexpected news has given all Rome 
another countenance, and a general air of dis- 
appointment 
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JWppintaeftt appears in every &ce. Thew we 
ey^n #©me amongst us who complain of your 
not having immediately pursued Antony ; for 
they -imagine, jf no tipae had been lost, that he 
iwjst ipaevitably ha-ye teen destroyed. But it 
4» i»mi«1 with the people in all governments 
aod esperiajjy in o»r% to he particularly die 
j^wed to abuse their liberty, by Jipentious rer 
4tecti9Pf on those to whom they are indebted 
fpr the enjoyment of it. However, one should 
fee c**erul not to give them any just cause for 
4fee*r .censures. 

To say all in one wrd, whoever destroys 
Antony will have the glory of terminating tie 
war; p. hint which J had rather leave to your 
i>wn reflections, than enter myself into a men* 
•open <e*plafla&>»>, JVewei 

LETTEft XVlt 

[A.U.710.] 

CeCjmjjs Brutus to CiCE&Gr. 

1 win no loager attempt to make any forinat 
acknowledgments of the repeated instances I 
receive of your friendship : mere words are a 
very inadequate return to those obligations 
which my best services can but ill repay. If 
you wiU look back upon my former letters, you 

cannot 
3 See rem, 6. p. 2ft). of this vol. 



Digitized by 



Google 



288 The LETTERS Book XIV. 

cannot be at a loss to discover the reasons that 
prevented me from pursuing Antony immedi- 
ately after the battle of Mutina. The truth, 
my dear Cicero, is, that I was not only unpro- 
vided both with cavalry and baggage-horses, 
but not having at that time had an interview 
with Caesar, I could not depend on his assist- 
ance : and I was wholly ignorant, likewise, that 
Hirtius was killed. This will account for my 
not having pursued Antony on the day of the 
engagement. The day following I received 
an express from Pansa, to attend him at Bontf- 
nia ; but, in my way thither, being informed 
of his death, I immediately returned back to 
join my little corps. I may justly call them 
«o, indeed, as my forces are extremely dimi- 
nished, and in a very bad condition, from the 
great hardships they suffered during the siege. 
It was by these means that Antony got two 
days' advance of me ; and, as he marched in, 
•disorder, he could retire much faster than it 
was in my power to pursue. He increased his 
forces likewise by pressing the inhabitants, and 
throwing open the prisons in every town 
through which he passed : and in this manner 
he continued his march till he arrived in the 
fens of Sabata. This is a place with which I 
must bring you acquainted. It is situated be- 
tween the Alps and the Apennines, and the 

roads 
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roads that lie about it are scarce practicable. 
When I had reached within thirty miles of An- 
tony, I was informed that he had been joined by 
Ventidius, and had made a speech at the head 
of their combined troops, to persuade them to 
follow him over the Alps ; assuring them that 
Lepidus had agreed to support him. Never- 
theless, not only his own soldiers (which, in- 
deed, are a very inconsiderable number) but 
those likewise of Ventidius, repeatedly and una- 
nimously declared that they were determined 
either to conquer, or perish in Italy ; and at the 
same time desired that they might be conducted 
to Pollentia*. Antony found it in vain to op- 
pose them : however, he deferred his march till 
the ensuing day. As soon as I received this in- 
telligence, I detached five cohorts to Pollentia; 
and am now following them with the remainder 
of my troops, This detachment threw them- 
selves into that city an hour before Trebellius 
arrived with his cayalry ; a circumstance which 
gives me great satisfaction, as it is a point, I 
think, upon which our whole success depends. 
When the enemy found that their designs were, 
thus frustrated, they conceived hopes of cros- 
sing the Alps into Gaul ; as they supposed the 
four legions commanded by Plancus would not 

be 

a Some remains of tbis city still subsist, under tbe name 
of Poletaa. It is situated at the confluence of the Stura and 
the Tanaro, in Piedmont. 

Vol. JIL U 
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b$ able to withstand their united forces, and 
that an army from Italy could not overtake 
them *oon enough to prevent their passage. — 
However, the AUobroges, together with my de- 
tachment, haw hitherto been sufficient to pre* 
Wat their design ; which* I trust, they will find 
StiU more difficult to effect, when I shall come 
up with the rest of my forces. But should they 
happen,, in the mean time, to pass the Isara, I 
shall exert my utmost endeavours that this cir- 
cumsrtan&e may not be attended with any ill 
consequences to the commonwealth. 

&et it raise the spirits and the hopes of the 
sewite, to ohaenre that Plancus and myself to- 
ggthe* with our respective armies, act m per- 
fect concert with each other, and are ready to 
h$* wrd eviety danger in support of the cohiwmh* 
€ftw& However, whilst you thus confidently 
xefy on our zeal and diligence, you will remit 
nothing* I hope, of your own, but emptoy your 
Utmost care fa* send us a reinforcement, » well 
ap ewsy other necessary supply, that may ren<~ 
d«fc us. in a ctmdkioh to* defend your liberties' 
3garo& those who have hrfamously conspired 
th&rruuk Qne cannot, indeed* bufclcrok up* 
<m\ thfi» oub enemies with so much the greater 
ii4ignafao^ as they have acted* with rite vilest 
hypocrisy, and suddenly turned those troops 
against their country, which they long pre- 
tended to have raised for its defenceu IfenweL 

LETTER 
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t)EC i mus Brutus to CfcERO. 

I wish you would peruse die letter I have ad- 
dressed to the senate, and 1 make ^rHat alttfa- 

. tions you shall judge proper. You will find 
hy it, that I am under an absolute necessity of 

^thus applying to them, Whilst I imagined 
that I should be joined by th0 fourth alrtl mar- 
tial legions 4 , agreeably to the decree of the sfel 
nate which passed for that purpose on the mo- 
tion- of Paulus and Drusus, I was less solicitous 
about the rest:* but now that I have only some 
new-raised regiments,, and those too extremely 
ill accoutred, I* cannot but be apprehensive 
upon your accounts, as well as upon my own. 

The citizens of Vicentia 5 have always distin- 
guished Marcus Brutus and myself by their 
particular regard. I entreat you, therefore, to 
endeavour that justice be done them'by the se- 
nate, in ; the aifair concerning* the slaves. They 

atei 

. 4 These were r veteran legions; which* had served tinker Ca> 
sar. But, notwithstanding tfeat'tfiey entered into tbe army 
of the late consuls, Hirtius and Pansa, they could by no 
means be prevailed with to join DetirnVus Brutus; in resent- 
ment, 'tis probable, of the' part h\e- bore in the conspiracy 
against their farotrfite'gengral. Vid 9 EpC Tamil, xi. li. 

5 Vicctizu, • a* miritbw city in the territorie* xA th**Vene« 
tians. 

U2 . 
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are, indeed, entitled to your favour, both by the 
equity of their cause, and the fidelity with 
which they have, upon all occasions, persevered, 
in their allegiance to the republic : whereas 
their adversaries, on the contrary, are a most 
seditious and faithless people. Farewel. 

. Vercellae 6 , May the 21st. 

LETTER XIX. 

[A.U.710.] 

Marcus. Lepidus 5 to Cicero. 
Having received advice that Antony was ad- 
vancing with his troops towards my province, 
and had sent before him a detachment of his 
cavalry, under the command of his brother Lu- 
cius, I moved with my army from the conflu- 
ence of the Rhone and the Arar 7 , in order to 
oppose their passage. I continued my march 
without halting, till I arrived at Forum Voco- 
nii, and am now encamped somewhat beyond 
that town, on the river Argenteus 8 , opposite to 
Antony. Ventidius has joined him with his three 
legions,, and has formed his camp a little above 
mine. Antony, before this conjunction, had the 
second legion entire, together with a consider- 
able 

* Vercelli, in the dutchy of Milan. 
, b See rem. *, p. 2 17- of this vol. 

7 The Saotie, which falls into the Rhone at Lyons. 

8 The Argens, in Provence : it empties itself into the Me- 
diterranean, a few miles below Frejus.* 
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able number of men, though, indeed, wholly 
unarmed, who escaped from the general slaugh- 
ter of his other legions : he is extremely strong 
in cavalry ; for, as none of those troops suffered 
in the late action, he has no less than ## * 9 
horse. Great numbers of his soldiers, bpth 
horse and foot, are continually deserting to my 
camp ; so that his troops diminish every day. 
Both Silanus 1 and Culeo* have left his army, 
and are returned to mine. But notwithstand- 
ing 1 was greatly otfended by' their going to 
Antony, contrary to my inclination; yet, in re- 
gard to the connexions that subsist between us, 
and in compliance with my 'usual clemency, I 
have thought proper to pardon them. How- 
ever, I do not, upon any occasion, employ their 
services, nor, indeed, suffer them to remain in 
my camp. 

As to what concerns my conduct in this war^ 
you may depend upon it I shall not be wanting in 
my duty either to the senate or the republic ; and 
whatever farther measures I shall take to this end,' 
I shall not fail to communicate them to you. 

The 

9 The number is omitted in all the ancient MSS. 

1 See rem. 2. p. 250. of this vol. 

a He had been sent by Lepidus with a body of men, un- 
der the pretence of guarding the passes of the Alps; but, 
most probably, with secret instructions to favour the march 
of Antony over those mountains, in his way to the camp of 
Lepidus; for he suffered Antony to pass them without the 
least obstruction, jippian, B. C. iii. p. 579* 

U 3 
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yfoe friendship between gs hfts upon att oeca? 
jjpnp bee? inyipjably prie§eryjed on bpjth ridea, 
and ,we t^ye ^u^u^ljLy yied #1 pur best good 
pftqes ,tp e#cji pjhpr. ft$t J dpu^t not that, 
since Jtjais great ?md sudden cpfflmptio* has been 
failed in php coi^moaw ( ealth, &Qme fa&e ajxd in r 
juripu* reports l^e Jbpen spread of me by »y 
epeapj#& ; yfrfch, in ihe zeal of yoijur fee^rf; for 
tjie interest pf ]the ipp^bjic, have given yp* 
jnuch pqe^jjfle&s. I h^yp the s^tisffcctipn, how- 
per, jto b^e ififpf mp4 by my sgents ait Bom£, 
tj^if you are Jby 119 9i€PB* djsppspd easily tQ 
credif #esp i$le rump^ ; fpr wfopfc I tfwk n*y- 
$eif ? a? I jutfly pijgjifc e^tjrejfteiy obliged to 
ypjj. I $gi sq, ft£ewi$e, fpr the fonppr ip ? 
ffanpe? pf your friendship, in prompting my 
public houpiif^ flip grateful rpinembri&nse of 
which, be assured, is indelibly impressed uppn 
my h^rjt. 

Let me cppjuye you, piy dtf« Cipew* if you 
$pe sensible that jny public conduct has ppon all 
ocp^ion? bp pft >f pfthy of the name I bear, to 
be persuaded tbaj; I shall ppntinue to act with 
gflqal, or, if possible, even with superior zeal 3 . 
Let me hope, too, that the greater the favours 

are 

* There was so little of truth in these profession*, that Le- 
fidus, within a very few days from the date of this' lettej-, 
opent> joined with Antony against the gena'te. See let. 28. 
of this book* --.,.-,.< 
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are which you have conferred upon ine, thfc 
more you will think yourself engaged to sup-* 
port my credit and character. FareweL 
From my camp, at Pont Argenteus, May the fitd« 

LETTER XX. 

[A.u.7ia] 
Plancus to Cicero. 

You have been apprised, no doubt, by Lavus 
and Nerva, as well as by the letter they deli-> 
vered to you on my part, of the design I was 
meditating when they left me; as, indeed^ 
they have constantly borne a share in all my 
councils and measures of every kind. It has 
happened, however, to me, what happens hot 
unfrequently, I suppose, to every man who is 
tender of his reputation, and desirous of ap- 
proving his conduct to the friends of his coun- 
try : I have given up a safer scheme, as being 
liable, perhaps, to some ill-natured exceptions, 
in exchange for a more dangerous ofte that 
may better evince my zeal. I am to inform 
you, then* that, after the departure of my lieu- 
tenants 4 , I received two letters from Lepiclus, 
entreating me to join him. These were se* 
ebnded by the much stronger solicitations of 

Laterensis, 

4 Lacvus and Nerva, tbe persons mentioned above. 
U4 
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Laterensis, who t earnestly represented to me 
(what, indeed, I am also apprehensive of my- 
self) that there is great reason to fear a mutiny 
among jthedisaffected troops under the conduct 
of Lepidus. I determined immediately, there- 
fore, to march to his assistance, and take an 
equal share in the dangers with which he was 
threatened. I was sensible, at the same time, 
that to wait on the banks of the Isara till Bru- 
tus should pass that river with his army, and to 
meet the enemy in conjunction with my col- 
league, whose forces, as well as their general, 
would act in perfect harmony with me and my 
troops, would be much the most cautious mea- 
sure with respect to my own personal security. 
But I reflected, that if any misfortune should 
attend Lepidus, it would be wholly imputed to 
me, and 1 should be condemned, either as ob-. 
stinately suffering my resentment to prevent 
me from giving succour to my enemy in the 
cause of the republic, or of timidly avoiding to 
take part in the danger of a most just and ne- 
cessary war. As my presence, therefore, might 
be a mean of protecting Lepidus, and of bring- 
ing his army into a better disposition, I resolved 
to expose myself to all hazards, rather than ap- 
pear to act with too much circumspection. But 
never was any man more anxious in an affair for 
which he was in no sort answerable, than I am 

in 
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in the present; for though I should have no 
manner of doubt if the army of Lepidus were 
not concerned, yet, under that circumstance, I 
am full of apprehensions for the event. Had it 
been my fortune to have met Antony before my 
junction with Lepidus, I am sure he would not 
have been able to have kept the field against me 
even a single hour ; such is the confidence I 
have in my own troops, and so heartily do I 
despise his broken forces, as well as those of that 
paltry muleteer, the contemptible Ventidius 5 . 
But, as the fcase is now circumstanced, I dread 
to think what may be the consequence, should 
any ill humours lie concealed in the army of 
Lepidus ; as they may possibly break but in all 
their malignity, before they can be remedied, or 
even discovered. It is certain, however, that 
Lepidus, together with the well-affected part of 
his army, would be exposed to great danger, if 
we should not act in conjunction : besides that, 
our infamous enemies would gain a very consi- 
derable advantage, should they draw off any of 
his forces. If my presence, therefore, should 
prove a mean of preventing these evils, I shall 
think myself much indebted to my courage and 
good fortune for engaging me to make the ex- 
periment. With this design I moved with my, 
army from the banks of the lsara on the 2 1 st of 

May,, 

5 See rem. 3. p. 256. of this vol. 
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May, haying first erected a fort at each end of 
the bridge which I had thrown over that river, 
and placed astrongparty to defend it, that when 
Brutus shall arrive, he may have nothing to re- 
tard his passage. I have only to add, that I 
hope to join Lepidus within eight days from 
the date of this letter. Farewel. 

LETTER XXI. 

[A. U. 710.] 

From the same, to Ciceeo. 

I should be ashamed that this letter is so 
little consistent with my former, if it arbse from 
any instability of my own. But it is much 
otherwise ; and I have steadily pursued every 
measure in my power to engage Lepidus to act 
in concert with me, for the defence of the re- 
public, imagining it would render you less ap- 
prehensive of my success against our wretched 
enemies. To this end, I not only complied 
with all the conditions he proposed, but even 
engaged for more than he demanded ; and I had 
so much confidence in the sincerity of his in- 
tentions, that I ventured to assure you, no 
longer than two days ago, that he would zea- 
lously co-operate with me in carrying on the 
war upon one common plan. I depended, in- 
deed, upon the promises he had given me un- 
der his own hand, together with the assurances 
1 I had 
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J bad likewise received frp» £#teren&*s, wb* 
y^s at tfeajt tfn*€ in ipy camp, and wbo earnestly 
fpnjvrefl me tp forge f all resentment agaiaf* 
Lepidus, and tP *$ly vpop b?s gpod faitb. B*tf 
JLepjdw? has now pnt k put of my po^er to en* 
$ert$in #&& favourable bopes of hhnany longer; 
however, I have tafcen, pud shajl continue to 
take, ^1 necessary precautions, that the republic 
B)ayfl°£ be prejudiced by my too easy credulity. 
J am to iafofm you, tfcen, that, after I had used 
tjip *tf:i*i0§t expedite (agreeably to his own 
$£rpe§jt request) to transport my army over the 
Js^ra, and for that purpose bad, in the space of 
ft giflgl? day, tbrewn a bridge across that river, 
I fpGie^ve^ a po^nter-e^pr^ss from him, requir* 
iflg mp to advancf 119 farther, its be should not 
have occasion, h$ paid, for my assistance, Nc-t 
yprfhelesfe J wilj own tQ you, I was so impru- 
dent as tp prppeed in my march, believing that 
the true reason of his thus changing his mind 
ajrqsp ftpm an nnwillingness to have a partner 
with frim if* bis glfiry, I imagined that, with- 
out depriving him of any share of that honour 
yhicji he seemed so desirous to monopolize, I 
roigbt post myself ftt same convenient distance, 
iq Qfder tp be ready to support him with my 
troops in qa$e he should be pressed by the ene* 
my : a 1 * event whicb, in the simplicity of my 
Jjeart, J tfiQijgtosQj img*ftbahie. In the mean 

time 
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time I received a letter from the excellent Late- 
rensis, which was conceived in terms full of des- 
pair. He complained that he had been greatly 
deceived, and assured me that neither Lepidus 
nor his army were to be trusted. He expressly 
cautioned me, at the same time, to be upon my 
guard against their artifices ; adding, that he 
had faithfully discharged the engagements he 
had entered into on his part, and hoped I would 
act with the same fidelity to the republic on 
mine. I have sent a copy of this letter to Ti- 
tius, and purpose to transmit the originals of 
all the rest relating to this affair, by the hands 
of Lasvus Cispius, who was privy to the whole 
transaction. I shall insert in this packet the 
letters of Lepidus, to which I did not give any 
credit, as well as those to which I did. 

I must not forget to add, that when Lepidus 
harangued his soldiers, these mighty honest 
fellows were exceedingly clamorous for peace. 
They protested that, after the loss of both the 
consuls, after the destruction of so many brave 
men, who had perished in defence of their coun- 
try, and after Antony and his adherents had 
been declared enemies of the commonwealth, 
and their estates confiscated, they were deter- 
mined not to draw their swords any more ei- 
ther on the one side or the other. They were 
prompted to behave thus mutinously not only 

by 
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by the insolent suggestions of their own hearts, 
but by the encouragement also of their officers, 
particularly Canidius, Rufrenus, and others, 
whose names the senate shall be acquainted 
with at a proper season. Lepidus was so far 
from punishing this sedition, that he did not 
take even a single step to restrain it. I thought, 
therefore, that it would be the highest temerity 
to expose my own faithful troops, together 
with my auxiliaries, which are commanded by 
some of the most considerable chiefs of Gaul, 
and in effect, too, my whole province, to their 
combined armies. I considered, if I should 
thus lose my life, and involve the republic in 
my own destruction, I should fall, riot only 
without honour, but without pity. In conse- 
quence of these reflections, I have determined 
to march . my forces back again, that our 
wretched enemies may not have so great an ad- 
vantage as my advancing any farther might 
possibly give them. I Shall endeavour to post 
my army so advantageously as to cover the pro-* 
vince under my command from being insulted, 
even supposing the troops of Lepidus should 
actually revolt. In short, it shall be my care 
to preserve every thing* in its present situation 
till the senate shall send an army hither, and 
vindicate the liberties of the republic with the 
same success* in this part of the world, as at- 
tended 
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tended their aims before the walls of Mutina; 
In the mean time, be assured, that no man will 1 
act with more fervent zeal than myself in all* 
the- Various- occurrences of th6 war : and I shaft 
iftobt readily either encounter the enemy in the' 
fleM, o* sustain the hardships of a' siege, or evert 
l#y dawn my life itself,- a3 any of these circunw 
stances shall prove necessary for the service of 
thtf sfenate. Let me exhort you, then, my dear 
Cicero, to exert your utmost efforts to> 
send a speedy reinforcement to me,, ere An-* 
tony' shall have increased the number of his 
forces, or Our own shall be entirely dispirited.* 
For* if dispatch be given to this affair, thdse in-' 
femnusbanditti will undoubtedly be extirpated^ 
and the republic remain- in full possession of 
lier late vibtdry. Take care of your healthy 
gftd cfctttf nue your friehdship* to* me. 

P. S. I> know not whether it may be acces- 
sary to make any excuse for the absence of my 
Brother, who was prevented from attending me 
hi this expedition; by a slow fever, occasioned 
by the gfreafc fatigues he has^ lately undergone. 
As no mart* has shewn more zeal or courage m 
the catiBe of the republic* he- will undoubtedly 
#tuM' to th* duties of his post the very first 
mament his* Health shall permit 

I recommend' my honours* to your protect 
tions though Iitfufct donfcs$ r at the same time* 

that 
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that all my desires ought to be satisfied, silica 
I enjoy the privilege of youor friendship, and 
the satisfaction of seeing y cm invested with the 
high credit aud authority I hare ever wished 
you. I will leave it, therefore, entirely toyowr* 
self, both when and ift what manner I shall ex- 
perience the effect of youi good offices*; and 
wiU only .request you to suffer me to succeed 
Hirtius in your affection, as I certainly do ifl 
Idle sespect and esteem he bore you- FareweL 

LETTER XXIL 

[a. u. na] 
To FirRNrus 7 : 
If die interest of the republic requires the con- 
tinuance of your services, and it be necessary 
(as all the world, indeed, is of opinion it is) 
that you should" bear a part in those important 
operations, which must extinguish the remain- 
ing flames of the war, you cannot, surely, be 
engaged in a more worthy, a more laudable, or 
a more illustrious pursuit. 1 think, therefore* 
you should by no means interrupt your ap- 
glaudfed efforts in the cause of liberty, for the 
sake of obtaining the praetorship somewhat 
earlier than you are regularly entitled to enjoy 
it. I say your applauded efforts : for let not 

my 

74 He hadbeeu tribune in the year of Rome f0% and was 
at this time in the army of Plancus, as one of his lieutenants. 
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my friend be ignorant of the fame which his 
conduct has acquired. Believe me, it is inferior 
only to that of Plancus himself, both by his 
own confession, and in the judgment too of all 
the world. If there is any farther service then 
remaining for you to perform to your country, 
you ought to pursue it with an unbroken ap- 
plication, as an employment, of all others, the 
most truly honourable : and what, my friend, 
shall stand in competition with true honour ? 
But should you imagine that you have amply 
satisfied the duties you owe to the common- 
wealth, I do not dissuade you from hastening 
hither when the time of the elections shall 
approach, provided this ambitious impatience 
shall nothing diminish from the lustre of that 
reputation you have so justly obtained. I 
could name, however, many instances of per- 
sons of great distinction, who, during their 
engagements in the service of the republic 
abroad, have renounced their legal pretensions 
of soliciting employments at home ; a sacri- 
fice which, in your own case, Will be so much 
the less, as you are not at present strictly 
qualified to offer yourself as a candidate. Had 
you already, indeed, passed through the office 
of aedile, and two years 8 had intervened since 

, your 
9 By the laws of Rome a man could not be chosen praetor 
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your exercising tlntt function * the self-dental 
would have been greater: whereas tkcnt yoinrill 
forego nothing of the uroat and stated tithe «f 
petitioning for the post in question. I am very 
sensible that your interest is much too strong 
to require the assistance of Plancus: neverthe- 
less, should his arms he attended with the suc- 
cess we wish, your applications would certainly 
appear with greater advantage were they de- 
ferred till the time of his consulate. 

Thus much (as I Was witlifig -you should 
know my sentiments) I thought p'rope* to sayt 
but more, I am persuaded, your own go6d iek&A 
and judgment would render unnecessary, fhe 
sum of all, then, is shortly this: that I Wdulct 
have you regulate your conduct, upoh all 6c- 
eurrences, not by the commotf standard df po- 
pular ambition, but by that of tniie and soficl 
glory ; and look upon a lasting reputation as 
of more value than the transient honour of en- 
joying the praetorian office somewhat earlier 
than usual. 1 had a consultation the other day 
at my house upon this subject, with your very 
good friends Caecina, Calvisius, and my bro-» 
ther, at which your freedman Dardanus was 
likewise present : and they every one of then* 

joined 

till two years after he had served the office* of ae&le * *9(Uh% 
same distance of time was likewise required btfcweea thajprarf 
torship and the consulate* 

Vol. III. X 
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joined with me in the opinion I have here given 
you. But after all, you yourself are the best 
and mo3t competent judge. Farewel. 

LETTER XXIIL 

. . . [A. u. no.] 

; Decimus Brutus to Cicero. 

Friendship and gratitude make me feel, 
upon your account, what I never felt upon my 
own; and I will confess, that I am not without 
fear in regard to a story which has been pro- 
pagated concerning you. I thought it by no 
means a matter to be despised when I had only 
heard of it, as I frequently did, from common 
report: but it has lately been mentioned to me, 
likewise, by Segulius. This man tells me (tho' 
what he says, indeed, is generally of a piece with 
tHe rest of his character) that paying a visit at 
Caesar's, where you were much the subject of 
the conversation, Caesar complained (and it 
was the only charge, it seems, which he brought 
against you) of an ambiguous expression 4 which 
you had made use of concerning him. I suspect 

the 

4 The expression itself is inserted in the original ; but as it 
turns upon an ambiguity that will not hold in our language, 
it was impossible to preserve it in the translation. Laudan- 
dum adolescent urn, Cicero is charged with having said, oman- 
dum f tollendum : the last of which words is capable of » dou- 
ble meaning, and may imply either that Octavius should be 
advanced to the dignities of the state, or that his life should 

be 
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the whole to be a mere fiction of Segulius : or, 
at least, that it was he himself who reported 
these words to Caesar. Segulius endeavoured, 
at the same time, to persuade me that you are 
in great danger of falling a victim to the re- 
sentment of the veteran legions, who speak of 
you, he pretends, with much indignation. The 
principal cause, it seems, of their displeasure is, 
that both Caesar and myself are left out of the 
commission for dividing the lands 5 among the 
soldiers, and that every thing is disposed of just 
as you and your friends at Rome think proper.' 
Notwithstanding that I was on my march 6 
when I received this account, yet I thought it 
would not be advisable to pass the Alps till I 
had informed myself how affairs stand. I am 
well persuaded, nevertheless, that with respect 1 

to 

be taken away. The polite and learned panegyrist of tCkrero't 
conduct, has endeavoured to vindicate his admired hero from 
a charge so little favourable both to his prudence and his ho- 
nour : and it*is to be wished that bis arguments were as con- 
vincing as they are plausible. In a point, however, that does 
not admit of any positive proof, candour will incline on the 
favourable side ; though I cannot but agree with an excellent 
author, that if the accusation was true, "it very much takes 
" off from the ingratitude of Octavius, in consenting to the 
" death of his benefactor : since such double dealing could 
" hardly deserve the name of an obligation, let the effects of 
' " it be ever so advantageous/"' Life o/Ctc. iii. f. 240. Ob* 
serv. on the Life qfCic. iii. p. 54. 

5 These were lands which the senate seem to have promised 
as an encouragement to their troops, upon the breaking out 
of the war against Antony. Vid. Philip, xiv; 13. 

6 In order to join Plancus. 

X2 
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to yourself, these reports and menaces of the 
veterans aim at nothing farther than by alarm- 
ing your fears, and incensing the young Caesar 
against you, to obtain for themselves a more 
considerable proportion of the rewards decreed 
by the senate. But I do not intend,-by saying 
this, to dissuade you from standing upon your 
guard : as nothing, be assured, is more valuable 
to me than your life. Let me only caution 
you, not to suffer your fears to run you into 
greater dangers than those you would avoid. 
However, I would advise you to obviate the 
clamours of these veterans, as far as you rea- 
sonably may ; and to comply with their de- 
sires, bpth in regard to the decemvirs 7 , and to 
the distribution of their rewards. As to those 
forfeited estates which belonged to the veterans 
who served under Antony ; I should be glad, 
if you think proper, that Ceesar and myself may 
be nominated to a&sign them to the troops. But 
in reference to the pecuniary donative which 
they have been also promised ; it will be proper 
to act with more deliberation, and as the cir- 
cumstances of the public finances shall require : 
to which end it may be signified to them, that 
the senate will take these their claims into con- 
sideration. 

7 The persons appointed to execute tbe commission for 
the distribution of the lands above mentioned. 
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sideration. As to those other four legions to 
whom the senate has also decreed an allotment 
of lands, I imagine that the estates in Cam- 
pania, together with those which were formerly 
seized by Sylla^ will be sufficient for the pur* 
pose. I should think too that the best method 
of division would be, either to parcel out those 
lands, in equal shares, to the several legions* or 
to determine their respective proportions by k*t 
But when I thus give you my opihion, it is by 
no means as pretending to superior judgment, 
but merely from the affection of my heart to- 
wards you, and from my sincere desire that the 
public tranquillity may be preserved : which I 
am very sensible, if any accident should happen 
to you, cannot possibly be maintained. 

I do not purpose to march out of Italy, unless 
I should find it greatly expedient. Meanwhile 
I am employed in disciplining my troops, and 
furnishing them with arms : and I hope to ap- 
pear with no contemptible body of forces, upon 
any emergency that shall again call me into the 
field. But Caesar, however, has not sent back the 
legion to me, which served in Pansa's army. 

I request your immediate answer to this 

letter: and if you should have any thing of 

importance to communicate to me, which 

requires particular secresy, I desire you would 

X 3 convey 
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convey it by one of your own doirfestics. 
Farewel. 

Eporedia*, May the 24th. 

LETTER XXIV, 

[A.U.710.] 

From the same to Cicero. 
All things here go on well 9 : and it shall be 
my endeavour to render them still better. Lepi- 
diis seems to be favourably disposed towards 
me : and, indeed, we have reason to divest our- 
selves of all our fears, , and to act with un- 
daunted freedom in defence of the common- 
wealth. But had our affairs a far less promising 
aspect; yet it might justly animate and aug- 
ment that courage which I know always resides 
in your breast, to reflect that we have three 
powerful armies 1 devoted to the service of the 
republic, and that Fortune has already declared 
in our favour. . 

The report which I mentioned in my former 
letter is evidently calculated to intimidate you. 
But believe me, if you exert a proper spirit, the 
whole united party will be unable to withstand 
your eloquence. 

I pur- 

8 A town not far from Vercellae ; from whence the last 
letter from Brutus was dated. See p. 292. of this vol. 

9 " Brutus having received, most probably* some fresh in- 
«« telligence concerning Lepidus, wrote this letter to Cicero" 
" the day after he had written the former. Mr. Ross. 

* That of O&avius, Plancus, and his own. 
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I purpose, agreeably to what I told you in 
my last, to remain in Italy till I shall hear 
from you. Farewel. 

Eporedia, May the 25 th, 

LETTER XXV. 

[A.U.710.] 

To Plancus. 

The news from your part of the world is so 
extremely variable and contradictory, that I am 
utterly at a loss what to write. Sometimes the 
accounts we receive of Lepidus are agreeable to 
our wishes, and at others entirely the reverse. 
All reports, however, concur in assuring us, 
that you are superior to every danger, either 
from fraud or force. If you are, in some de- 
gree indebted for the latter to Fortune ; it ig 
certain that the former, at least, is owing to your 
prudence alone. 

I am informed, by a letter from your col- 
league*, dated the 15th of May, that you men- 
tioned, in one of your expresses to him, that 
Lepidus had refused to receive Antqny. We 
should have been more disposed to credit this 
intelligence, if you had taken notice of it in any 
of your dispatches to Rome. But, perhaps, 
you would not venture to communicate to us 

this 

* Decimus Brutus. 
X4 
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this pieoe of good news, as having been a little 
premature in &n account of the &aine kind in 
your last. Every man, indeed, is liable to be 
deceived by his wishes; but all the world knows 
that you can never be imposed upon by any 
other means. In the present instance, however, 
all possibility of farther error is removed : for to 
stumble twice against the same stone, is a dis- 
grace, ypu know, even to a proverb. Should the 
truth prove agreeable then to what you men- 
tioned in your letter to your colleague, all ouor 
fears are at an end r nevertheless, we shall not 
dismiss them, till we receive a confirmation of 
this acconnt from ypur own hand. 
.. J have often assured you of my finn persua- 
sion, that the NRrhote credit of delivering the 
commonwealth from this civil war, will devolve 
eatirely upon that general who shall extinguish 
these its last surviving flames : an honour which 
I h9P£i an4 heheye, M reserved solely for your- 
self 

ft is i with great pleasure, though without the 
leajt surprise, that I find you entertain such 
grateful sentiments of my seal hx yaut service. 
*J*§&eiy indeed, it cannot pqs&ibly rise: but you 
^y fepend Vpon my exerting it to more iim 
portent purpose^ if affair* i* yowr part of the 
world should succeed as we wish. Farewel. 

May the 29th. ' 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 

[A.U.710.] 

Lentulus* to Cicero. 

As I found, when I applied to Brutus in Mace- 
donia, that he would not soon be prepared to 
march to the assistance of this province', I 
determined to return hither, in order to collect 
what remained of the public money, and to re- 
mit it with all possible expedition to Rome. In 
the interval I received intelligence that Dola- 
bella's fleet appeared upon the coast of Lycia 4 , 
and that he had procured above an hundred 
transport-vessels, intending, if he should not 
succeed in his designs upon Syria*, to sail di- 
rectly with his forces to Italy, and join the An- 
tonys and the rest of those infamous rebels. . I 
was so much alarmed at this account, that I 
thought proper to postpone all other affairs, 
and immediately proceed in quest of this fleet. 
And notwithstanding my ships were unequal 
both in number and size to those of the enemy, 

I should 

* He was the son of Publius Lentulus, to whom several 
fetters in the first and second books are addressed. He at* 
tended Trehonius ioto Asia Minor as his quaestor in that pro- 
vince, from whence the present letter was written. 

3 In order to quell the commotions which Dolahella had 
raised. See rem* 7. p. 273 of this voK 

4 It formed part of the province of Asia Minor. It it 
mow called Aldinelli. 

5 See rem. 4. p. 194 of ibt* to). 
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I should probably have destroyed their whole 
fleet, if I had not been obstructed by the Rho- 
dians : however, I have disabled the greatest 
part of it, and dispersed the rest I have taken, 
likewise, every one of their transports, the sol- 
diers and officers on board having quitted them 
upon the first notice of my approach. In a word, 
I have succeeded in the main of my design, hav- 
ing defeated a scheme which I greatly dreaded, 
and prevented Dolabella from strengthening 
our enemies by transporting his forces into 
Italy. 

I refer you to the letter which I have written 
to the senate 6 , for an account of the ill treat- 
ment I received from the Rhodians ; though, 
indeed, I have by no means represented it in its 
strongest colours. These people, in conse- 
quence of their imagining that the affairs of 
the commonwealth were utterly desperate, be- 
haved towards me with the most insufferable 
insolence. But their affronts to my own per- 
son are in no sort the foundation of my com- 
plaints : I have ever disregarded injuries of this 
kind, that centred entirely in myself. It is their 
disaffection to the republic, their attachment to 
the opposite party, their constant ill offices to 
all those who distinguish themselves in the sup- 
port of our liberties, that I thought demanded 

my 

' The following letter. 
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my resentment. Let me not be understood, 
however, as passing an indiscriminate censure 
upon the whole island in general : far am I, in- 
deed, from thinking them all equally infected 
with the same principles. But I know not by 
what fatality it happens, that those very ma- 
gistrates who refused to give protection to my 
father, to Lucius Lentulus, to Pompey, and to 
the rest of those illustrious chiefs who fled into 
this island after the battle of Pharsalia, are all 
of them, at this juncture, either actually in the 
administration themselves, or possess an unli- 
mited influence over those who are. Accord- 
ingly, they have conducted themselves in this 
affair with their usual malevolence ; and it is 
not only expedient, but, indeed, absolutely ne- 
cessary, that the republic should interpose her 
authority, lest the insolence of this people should 
rise to still greaterheights, bypassingany longer 
unchastised. 

Let me hope you will continue, as usual, to 
take my interests under your protection : and 
that you will, upon all occasions, both in the 
senate, and in every other instance, promote 
my honours with your suffrage. As the pro- 
vince of Asia is decreed to the consuls 7 , with a 

po^er 

7 Hirtius and Pansa : the news of whose death, together . 
with that of the battles in which they fell, had not yet 
reached the knowledge of Lentulus. 
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power of appointing whomsoever they shall 
think proper to administer the government till 
their arrival ; I entreat you to employ your in* 
terest with them to confer this dignity upon 
me. The situation of affairs in this province 
does by no means require their presence before 
the expiration of their consular office, or in 
any sort render it necessary that they should 
send hither an army ; for Dolabella is now in 
Syria : and, agreeably to what you declared 
with your usual prophetic discernment, he will 
certainly be defeated' by Cassius ere the con- 
suls can possibly arrive. Accordingly, he has 
been obliged to abandon the siege of Antiocha, 
and has retreated to Laodicea, a sea-port town 
in Syria, as the only city in which he could 
confide. I hope he will soon meet with the 
fate he so well deserves ; or rather, indeed, I 
am persuaded it has already attended him, for 
he has no other place to which he can retreat, 
and it is impossible he should make any long 
or effectual resistance against so powerful an 
army as that which Cassius has led against 
him 8 . I imagine, therefore, that Pansa and 

Hirtius 

s This shortly afterwards proved to to the fact ; far Cas- 
sius having forced the city of Laodicea to surrender, Dola- 
bella, in order to avoid falling into the hands of his enemy, 
put an end to his own lite by the assistance of one of his 
slaves, whom he commanded to be his executioner. V*L 
Pdterc. ii. 69. 
1 
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Hirtius will be in no haste to come into these 
provinces, but rather choose tp finish their 
consular year at Rome. For this reason I am 
inclined to hope that you may prevail with them 
(o appoint me their substitute, 

I Jiave received assurances from both of them, 
as well in person as by letter, that no successor 
should he elected to my office during their con- 
sulate : and Pansa has lately repeated the same 
promise to my friend Verrius. Believe me, it 
is not from any ambitious views that I desire 
to be continued some tipie ltonger in this pro- 
vince. But as I have met with many difficul- 
ties and disadvantages in the discharge of my 
functions, I should extremely regret the being 
obliged to resign my post before I shall have 
fully reaped the fruit of my labours. If it 
were in my power to remit to Rome the whole 
of those assessments I had actually levied, I 
should be so far from wishing to remain here, 
that I should desire to be recalled. But I am 
very solicitous to reeeive the money I advanced 
to Cassius ; to replace what I lost by the death 
of Trebonius, and the oppressions of Dolabel* 
la; as well as to recover the several sums which 
are due to me from those who have perfidiously 
broken the good faith they owed both to my- 
self and to the republic. Now, these are points 
which I C3A by ftQ mm eflfest, unless the 

time 
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time of my continuance in this province be 
prolonged : a privilege which 1 hope to obtain 
by the interposition of your usual good offices. 
I persuade myself that my services to the 
commonwealth give me just reason to expect, 
not the honour only of administering this pro- 
vince, but as high dignities as Cassius and 
the two Bruti : as I not only shared with them 
in forming the design and undergoing the ha- 
zard of that ever-memorable enterprize against 
Caesar 9 , but have exerted myself with equal zeal 
and spirit in all our present commotions. I 
was the first, let me boast, that bid defiance to 
the oppressive laws of Antony. I was the first 
that brought over the cavalry of Dolabella to 
the interest of the republic, and delivered them 
into the hands of Cassius. I was the first who 
levied troops in defence of our common liber- 
ties against the infamous attempts of those who 
have conspired our destruction : and it is ow- 
ing entirely to me that Syria, together with the 
army in that province, joined themselves under 
Cassius in the support of the republic* The 
truth is, if I had not very expeditiously con- 
tributed 

9 Plutarch (as Manutius in his remark upon this passage 
observes) taking notice that several affected to be thought as- 
sociates in the conspiracy against Caesar, who, in truth, were 
in no way concerned in that affair ; particularly mentions 
Lentulus as one in that number. But he paid dear for his 
boast ; as it cost him his life when Octavius got into power. 
Pint, in vit. Cassar. 
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tributgd those large, subsidies, both of men and 
money, with which I supplied Cassius, he would 
not havp ventured to march into Syria : and the 
name of Dolabella would now have been nci 
less formidable, to the republic than that of An- 
tony himself. Yet, at the same time, that I 
acted thus warmly for the interest of the repub- 
lic, I had every private bias that could draw 
me to the opposite party. Dolabella was my 
friend and companion ; as the Antonys were 
my nearest relations : $nd it was by the united 
good offices of the latter that I obtained the 
quaestorship of this province. But the love of 
my country was superior to every other attach- 
ment : and I stood forth the first to declare war 
against the strongest and most endearing con- 
nexions both of blood and friendship. Incon- 
siderable, it must be acknowledged, is the fruit! 
which I have hitherto reaped from these in- 
stances of my patriotism. However, I do riot 
despair": and I shall unweariedly persevere, not 
only in displaying my zeal for our liberties, but 
in exposing myself to every difficulty and 
every danger for their support Nevertheless, 
I cannot but add, if I were to be encouraged 
by some of those honours I have merited fro v m 
the senate and from every friend to our coun- 
try, they would give me an authority which 

would 
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would enable me to act with greater advantage 
to the common cause. 

I did riot *ce your son when I was with Bru- 
tus, as he was just gone into winter-quarters 
with the cavalry 1 . But I had the satisfaction 
of finding that he was in general esteem : 
which gave me great pleasure, not only on his 
account and yours, but likewise upon my own. 
For I cannot but consider a son of yours, that 
thus copies out his father's virtues, as standing 
in the relation to me of a brother. FareweL 

Perga*, May the 29th. 

LETTER 

1 " Brutus* when he first left Italy, sailed di**ctty fw 
" Athens, where he spent some time in concerting measures 
" how to make himself master of Greece and Macedonia : 
" which was the great design that he had in view. . Here he 
" gathered about him all the young nobility and gentry of 
" Rome, who, for the opportunity of their education, had 
" been sent to this celebrated seat of learning : but of them 
w all, he took the most notice of young Cicero. He made' 
" him, therefore, one of his lieutenants, though he was but 
" twenty years old ; gave him the command of his horse ; 
M and employed him in several commissions of great trust 
" and importance ; in all which the young man distinguished 
" both his courage and conduct." IAfe qfCic* iii. 142; ' 

• A city of Pamphylia, in Asia Minor : now called Pirgi. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Lentulus, Proquaestor and Propraetor, to the 
Consuls, the Praetors, the Tribunes of the 
People, the Senate, and the Commons of 
Rome. 

As soon as Dolabella had possessed himself of 
Asia 1 by the most infamous and cruel act of 
treachery*, I applied immediately to the army 
in Macedonia under the command of the illus- 
trious Marcus Brutus, as the nearest assistance 
to which I could have recourse, in order to re- 
cover this province as soon as possible to the 
dominion of the commonwealth. But Dolabel- 
la being apprehensive of my design, advanced 
with so much rapidity, that he had got out of 
these territories before it was possible that the 
forces I had solicited could arrive. In his 
march, however, he laid the whole country 
waste, seized upon the public money, and not 
only plundered the Roman citizens of their ef- 
fects, but most inhumanly sold them as slaves. 
I did not think it necessary, therefore, to defer 
my departure out of Macedonia, till the troops 
of Brutus should be ready. It appeared to be 

most 

* Asia Minor. See rem. S. p. 309. v °l» "• 

• See rem. 7. p. 273. of this vol. 

Vol, III. Y 
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most for the advantage of the republic, that I 
should return with all expedition to the duties 
of my post, in-order to levy the remainder of 
the public taxes, to collect the money I had 
deposited, to inquire what part of it had been 
seized, and by whose neglect : in a word, to 
transmit to you a full and faithful account of 
the state in which I should find the affairs of 
this province. With these views, I embarked : 
but as I was sailing among the Greek islands, 
I received intelligence that Dolabella's fleet lay 
off the coast of Lycia, and that the Rhodians 
had a considerable number of ships of war ready 
to sail. I resolved, therefore, to put back to 
Rhodes with the ships that attended me, and 
which were now joined by those under the 
command of Patiscus, the proquaestor: a person 
whom I must mention as most intimately unit- 
ed with me, not only by the ties of friendship, 
but by the same common sentiments towards 
the republic. I assured myself that the Rho- 
dians would give me assistance, in the first 
place, from their regard to the authority of 
your degree, by which Dolabella is declared an 
enemy to his country : and, in the next, as they 
stood engaged by a solemn treaty renewed with 
us in the consulate of Marcus Marcellus and 
Servius Sulpicius, to consider the enemies of 

the 
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the republic, in all respects, as their own. But 
I was greatly deceived in my expectation : they 
were so far from being inclined to strengthen 
my fleet with any of their own ships, that they 
would not suffer it to enter their harbour* 
They even refused to furnish our soldiers with 
provisions and water : and it was with difficul- 
ty I obtained permission myself to ' sail into 
their port with two small vessels. However, I 
did not think proper to resent this insult upon 
the rights and the majesty of the Roman peo- 
ple : deeming it of more importance, in the pre- 
sent conjuncture, to frustrate the designs of 
Dolabella. For I had discovered, by some in- 
tercepted letters, that it was his purpose, if he 
failed in his attempt upon Syria and Egypt, (as 
fail I was sure he must) to proceed directly 
with his band of robbers and their plunder to 
Italy. Accordingly, in view to this his scheme, 
he had pressed, out of the ports of Lycia, a con- 
siderable number of transports, none of them 
less than fifty-six tons burthen 1 : and these 
were strongly guarded by his fleet. Being 
greatly alarmed, therefore, conscript 4 fathers, 

at 

3 These vessels were mucb inferior to those employed for 
the same purposes in our service ; the largest of which are 

'of 300 tons, and the smallest of 100. 

4 This appellation was at first given as a mark of distinc- 
tion to those particular senators who were added by Tar* 

Y % quinius 
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at this dangerous design : I resolved to bear 
with the injurious treatment of the Rhodians, 
and to submit to every milder expedient of 
gaining them over to our interest. For this 
purpose, I suffered myself to be introduced into 
their senate in the manner they thought pro- 
per : where I represented, in the strongest terms 
I was. capable, the danger to which the repub- 
lic would be exposed, if that infamous rebel 
should transport his forces into Italy. But I 
found them most perversely disposed to ima- 
gine, that the friends of the republic were the 
weaker party ; that the general association in 
favour of our liberties was by no means volun- 
tary ; that the senate would still patiently suf- 
fer the insolence of Dolabella ; and that no man 
would venture to vote him a public enemy. To 
be short, they were more inclined to believe the 
false reports that had been propagated by the 
disaffected, than to credit my representations, 
though entirely agreeable to truth. In confor- 
mity with this disposition, they had sent, be- 
fore my arrival in the island, two several em- 
bassies to Dolabella, notwithstanding his late 

assassi- 

quinius Priscus, or by the people at the settling of the com- 
monwealth, to the hundred which originally composed the 
senate as it was instituted by Romulus. But, in after-times* 
it became a common title, which was promiscuously made use 
of in all addresses to that great council of the republic. 
Vid. Manut. desenat. 
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assassination of Trebonius, and the many other 
flagitious acts which he committed in this pro- 
vince. And this they did by an unexampled 
violation of their laws, and contrary to the ex-r 
press prohibitions of the magistrates who were 
then in office. But whether this conduct was 
owing to their fears for the territories they pos- 
sess on the continent, as they themselves al- 
ledge ; or whether it is to be imputed to the 
factious influence of a few of their principal ma- 
gistrates, who formerly treated some of our il- 
lustrious countrymen with equal indignity, I 
know not This, however, is certain, that I 
could not prevail with them to take any mea- 
sures to obviate an evil, which it was very 
easy for them to prevent: and all the arguments 
I could use, either with respect to my own per* 
sonai danger, or in regard to that which threat- 
ened the republic, if this traitor, with his ban- 
ditti, after being driven from Syria, should 
transport themselves into Italy, proved utterly 
ineffectual. It wa$ even suspected, that the 
magistrates themselves amused us with various 
pretences of delay, till they could send intellU 
gence to Dolabella's fleet of our approach. 
And, indeed, there were some circumstances 
that greatly increased this suspicion ; particu- 
larly, that Sextius Marius, and Caius Titius, 
the lieutenants of Dolabelia, suddenly quitted 

Y3 the 
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the fleet, and abandoned their transports, which 
had- cost them so much time and pains to col- 
lect. Be that as it will, I pursued my voyage 
from Rhodes towards Lycia, and falling in with 
the enemy, I took all their transports, and have 
restored them to their owners. By these means 
I have obstructed what I so much feared; and 
have removed all apprehensions of Dolabella's 
passing into Italy with his rascal crew. I chased 
the enemy as far as Sida, which is the utmost li- 
mit of my province ; where I learnt that part 
of them were separated, and that the rest had 
steered in coqnpany together towards Syra and 
the island of Cyprus. Having thus dispersed 
this squadron, and knowing that brave com- 
mander and excellent patriot, the illustrious 
Caius Cassius, had a considerable fleet in those 
seas, I returned to the duties of my employment : 
and it shall be my endeavour, conscript fathers, 
to give both you and the republic full proofs 
of my indefatigable zeal To this end, I shall 
exert my utmost assiduity in collecting the 
public revenues, which I shall transmit to you, 
together with all my accounts, as expeditiously 
as possible.* If I should have time, likewise, to 
make a progress through the province, in order 
to inquire into the conduct of those with whom 
I entrusted the cafe of the finances, I shall not 
. fail to send a list of such who shall appear to 

have 
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have been faithful to their trust, as well as of 
those who, by voluntarily betraying it, have 
rendered themselves partners in the guilt of Do- 
labella. Let me add, that if you shall think 
proper to chastise these last, according to their 
demerits, the execution of your justice will 
greatly strengthen my authority, and enable me, 
with more facility, to raise and preserve the re- 
mainder of the public taxes. In the mean 
while, the better to secure the public revenue, 
and to protect this province from future in- 
sults, I have formed (what, indeed, was ex- 
tremely wanting) a body of troops composed 
entirely of volunteers. 

Since I wrote the above, about thirty Asiatic 
soldiers, who deserted from Dolabella in Syria, 
are arrived in Pamphylia. They relate that 
Dolabella appeared before the walls of Antid- 
chia, in Syria, and finding that the inhabitants 
had shut the city gates against him, he made 
several attempts to enter by force ; but was al- 
ways repulsed with great disadvantage. At 
length, having lost about an hundred men, he 
retired in the night, and fled towards Laodicea; 
leaving all his sick and woundecMbehind him. 
They add, that the same night almost the whole 
of his Asiatic troops deserted; eight hundred of 
which returned to Antiochia, and surrendered 
Y 4 themselves 
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themselves to the officer* of the garrison, which 
Cassius had left in that town ; the rest, (of 
which number these soldiers are) came down 
into Cilicia by mount Amanus: in fine, that 
Cassius, with his whole' army, was reported to 
have been but four days march from Laodicea 
when Dolabella retired towards that city. I am 
persuaded, therefore, that this most infamous 
Villain will meet with the punishment he de- 
serves much sooner than we expected. 

LETTER XXVIII. 

[A.U.710.] 

Lepidus, Imperator and sovereign Pontiff*, 
to the Senate and People of Rome 1 . 

Heaven and earth will bear me witness, con- 
script fathers, that there is nothing I have at all 
times more sincerely desired, than the preserva- 
tion of our common liberties: and I should 

soon 

* The function of the Roman pontifft was to give judg- 
ment in all causes relating to religion, and to regulate the fes- 
tivals, sacrifices, and all other sacred institutions. The so- 
vereign pontiff, or superintends^ of these pontifices, was one 
of the most honourable offices in the commonwealth. 

3 This letter was written by Lepidus to the senate, in or- 
der to excuse the junction of his forces with those of Antony ; 
which was effected the day before its date. But though he 
represents himself as merely passive in that transaction, and 
to have been forced into it by a general revolt of his troops ; 
yet it most evidently appears to have been in consequence of 
a secret treaty which had been in agitation during some 
months before, between him and Antony* 
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soon have convinced you of this truth, if For- 
tune had not forced me to renounce those mea-^ 
sures I purposed to pursue. My whole army, 
indeed, expressed their usual tenderness to- 
wards their fellow countrymen, by a mutinous 
opposition to my designs; and, to own the 
truth, they absolutely compelled me not to re- 
fuse my protection to such a multitude of Ro- 
man citizens. I conjure you then, conscript 
fathers, to judge of this affair, not by the sug- 
gestions of private resentment, but by the in- 
terest of the commonwealth : nor let it be im- 
puted as a crime to me and my army, that, 
amidst our civil distentions, we yielded to the 
dictates of compassion and humanity. Be as- 
sured, that by acting with an equal regard to 
the safety and honour of all parties, you will 
best consult both your own and your country's 
advantage. Farewel. 

From my camp, at Pons Argenteus, 
May the 30th. 

LETTER 
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LETTER L 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Plancus. 

Though I am too well assured of the dispo- 
sition of your heart, to require any formal de- 
clarations of your gratitude, yet I cannot but 
confess that I received your acknowledgments 
with great pleasure, as they afforded me the 
most evident proof of the affection you bear 
me. I was always, indeed, perfectly sensible 
4 of 
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of your friendship ; but it never appeared to me 
in a stronger or more advantageous light 

Your letter to the senate was extremely well 
received, not only from the important account 
it brought us of your wise and heroic measures, 
but as it was greatly admired likewise for the 
strength and elegance of its composition. Let 
it be your earnest labour, my dear Plancus, 
to extinguish the remains of this war, which if 
you should happily effect, you will acquire the 
most consummate credit and reputation. I 
wish all possible prosperity to the republic ; yet, 
believe me, spent as I am with my utmost ef- 
forts to preserve it from destruction, I am 
scarce more solicitous for the liberties of my 
country, than for the glory of my friend. I 
h,ope that the immortal gods have placed within 
your power a most favourable opportunity of 
increasing your fame ; and let me entreat you 
to embrace it, my dear Plancus, in the full 
persuasion that whoever shall destroy Antony, 
will have the honour of terminating this most 
execrable and alarming wax. Farewel. 

1 LETTER 
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LETTER II. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Asinius Pollio 1 to Cicero. 

It is owing to Lepidus, who detained my cou- 
riers above a week, that I did not receive ear- 
lier advice of the several actions near Mutina ; 
though, indeed, I should be glad to have been 
the last that was informed of this unhappy 
news, if it were utterly out of my power to be 
of any assistance in redressing its consequences. 
I wish the senate had ordered me into Italy, 
when they sent for Plancus and Lepidus ; for 
if I had been present, the republic would not 
have received this cruel wotfnd. And though 
some, perhaps, may rejoice in this event, from 
the great number of principal officers and vete- 
ran soldiers of the Caesarian party who "have 
perished, yet they will undoubtedly find reason 
to lament it, when they shall be sensible of the 
terrible desolation it has brought upon their 
country. For if what is related, concerning 
the number of the slain, be in any degree true, 
the flower and strength of our armies are en- 
tirely cut off. 

I was well aware of the great advantage it 
would have proved to the republic, if I could 

have 
** See rem, 6. p, 207. and rem. 1. p. 208, of this vol. 
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have joined Lepidus; as I should have been able, 
especially with the assistance of Plancus, to 
have dissipated those doubts which occasioned 
his delay in declaring for the senate. But the 
letters which I received from him being writ- 
ten (as you will perceive by the copies I here- 
with transmit) in the same spirit with those 
speeches which, it is said, he made to his army 
at *Narbo, I found it necessary to act with 
some sort of artifice to wards. him, if I hoped to 
obtain leave to march my troops through his 
province. I was appfehensivc, likewise, if an 
engagement should happen before I could ex- 
ecute my designs, that the known friendship 
I had with Antony (though not superior, in- 
deed, to that which Plancus entertained for 
him) would give my enemies an occasion of 
misrepresenting my intentions. For these rea- 
sons I dispatched two couriers from Gades*, in 
the month of April, by two different ships, 
with letters, not only to you, and to Octavius, 
but to the consuls also, requesting to be in- 
formed in what manner my services might 
most avail the republic. But, if I am right in 
my calculation, these ships did not sail till the 
very day on which the battle was fought be- 
tween Pansa and Antony; as that was the 

soonest, 

* Narbonne, in Provence, 
3 Cadiz. 
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soonest, I think, since the winter, that these 
seas were navigable. To these reasons for not 
marching, I must add, that I had so little ap- 
prehension of this civil war, that I settled the 
winter-quarters of my troops in the very re- 
motest parts of Lusitania 4 . Both armies, it 
should seem, were as eager to come to an ac- 
tioji, as if their greatest fears on each side were, 
lest some less destructive expedient might be 
found of composing our disturbances. How- 
ever, if circumstances required so much preci- 
pitation, I must do Hirtius the justice to ac- 
knowledge, that he conducted himself with all 
the skill and courage of a consummate general 
I am informed, by my letters from that part 
of Gaul which is under the command of Lepi- 
dus, that Pansa's whole army is cut to pieces, 
and that he himself is since dead of his wounds. 
They add, that the martial legion is entirely 
destroyed, and that Lucius Fabatus, Caius 
Peducaeus, and Decimus Carfulenus, are among 
the number of the slain. My intelligence far- 
ther assures me, that, in the subsequent attack 
by Hirtius, both he and Antony lost all their 
legions : that the fourth legion, after having 
taken Antony's camp, was engaged and de- 
feated by the fifth, with terrible slaughter; 
that Hirtius, together with Pontius Aquila, 

and, 
i 4 Portugal. 
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and, as it is reported, Octavius likewise, were 
killed in the action. If this should prove true, 
(which the gods forbid) I shall be very greatly 
concerned, My advices farther import, that 
Antony has, with great disgrace* abandoned 
the siege of Mutiny ; however, that he has **** 
complete regiments of horse still remaining, 
together with one which belongs t<? Publius 
Bagiennus, as also a Considerable number of 
disarmed soldiers ; that Ventidius has .joined 
him with the seventh, the eighth, and the ninth 
legions ; and that Antony has determined, if 
there should be no hopes of gaining Lepidus, 
to have recourse tp the last expedient, and anji 
not only the provincials, but eveathe slaves ; in 
fine, that Lucius Antpnius, after havipg plun- 
dered the city of Fgrrfta, has posted himself 
upon the Alps. If these several particulars are 
true, there is no time to.be lost;; and ^every 
man who wishes that tjie; republic^ or even the 
name of the Roman people, jnay subsist, should 
immediately, without waiting for the express 
orders of the senate, contribute his utmost as- 
sistance to extinguish these dreadful flames. I 
hear that Decimus Brutus is at the head of 
only seventeen cohorts, together with two in- 
complete legions of new-raised troops, whieh 
had been levied by Antony. I doubt not, 

however, 

* The number is omitted in the MSS. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Book XV. of CICERO. ' 337 

however, that the remains of the forces com- 
manded by Hirtius will join him. I hope so at 
least : as there is little, I think, to be expected 
from any new recruits that may be raised ; es- 
pecially since nothing can be more dangerous 
than to give Antony time to recover strength. 
My next letters from Italy will determine the 
plan of my operations : and, as the corn is now 
cut down, and partly carried in, I shall be more 
at liberty to execute them without obstruction 
from the season of the year. In the mean time, 
let me assure you, that I will neither desert, nor 
survive 5 , the republic. It is a misfortune, how- 
ever, that my distance from the scene of action 
is so great, and the roads so infested, that it is 
often six weeks, and sometimes more, ere I 
can be informed of any event that has happened* 
Farewel. 

LETTER 

5 Notwithstanding Pollio's pious resolutions of expiring 
with ibe republic, he was contented to live on, long after its 
total destruction, and died in a good old age in the court and 
favour of Augustus. It was hot many months, indeed, from 
the date of this letter, that he united with the enemies of bit 
country, by joining his troops with those of Antony and Le- 
ptdus, Auct, Dial, de Cam. Corrupt. Eloquent. 

Vol. III. Z LETTER 
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LETTER III. 

[A.U.710.] 

Decimus Brutus to Cicero. 

It affords me some consolation, iji the midst of 
my great concern 6 , that the world is at length 
convinced that my fears were not without just 
foundation*. I have sent, by this express, a full 
account of the whole affair to the senate. And 
now let them deliberate, if they please, whether 
they shall call home their troops from Africa 
and Sardinia, whether they shall send for Mar- 
cus Brutus, and whether they shall order the 
payment of my forces. But of this you may 
be well assured, that unless they act, with re- 
gard to these several articles, in the manner I 
have pointed out in my letter, we shall all of us 
be exposed to the utmost danger. 

I entreat you to be extremely cautious whom 
the senate shall employ to conduct the troops 
that are to reinforce me : as it is a trust which 
requires great fidelity and expedition. Farewek 

From my camp, June 3d. 

LETTER 

6 Occasioned by the treachery of Lepidus, in having de- 
serted the cause of the republic, and joined himself to An- 
tony, this letter appears to have been written a few days after 
that event; being dated the 3d of June, and the junction be^ 
tween the two armies of Lepidus and Antony having been 
effected on the 29th of May. 

* See the 11th letter of the preceding book, p. 276* to 
which this seems to allude* 
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LETTER IV- 

[A. U. 710.] 

To Decimus Brutus 7 . 

May every god confound that most infamous 
of all human beings, the execrable Segulius ! 
For do you imagine, my friend, that he has 
told this idle tale to hone but Caesar, or to you ? 
Be assured he has related it to every mortal 
that would give him the hearing. I am much 
obliged to you, however, for informing me of 
this contemptible report : as it is a very strong 
instance, my dear Brutus, of the share you al- 
low me in your friendship. 

As to what he mentioned concerning the 
complaints of the veterans, that you and Caesar 
are left out of the commission for dividing the 
lands, I sincerely wish I had, likewise, been ex- . 
eluded from so troublesome an office. But it 
is by no means to be imputed to me, that you 
were hot both nominated : on the contrary, I 
moved that all our generals should be included. 
But the clamours of those who always endea- 
voured to obstruct your honours, carried it 
against me : and you were both excepted, in 

opposition 

7 This letter is an answer to the 23d of the foregoing 
book : and was written before any of the letters which give 
an account of Antony's being received by Lepidus had come } 
to Cicero's hands. 
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opposition to my warmest efforts. Unheeded 
then by me, let Segulius propagate his impo- 
tent calumnies ! For all that the man means is 
nothing more than to repair his broken for- 
tunes. Not that he can be charged with hav- 
ing dissipated his patrimony : for patrimony he 
Aever had. He has only squandered m luxury 
What he acquired by infamy. 

Yoti may be perfectly at ease, my dear and 
excellent Brutus, with tfegard to those fears 
which you so generously entertain upon my ac- 
count, at the same time tiiat you feel none, 
you tell me, upon your ©wn. Be assured I shall 
expose myself to no dangers which prudence 
can prevent: and, as to those against which 
fib precaution can avail, I am little solicitous. 
Htgh> indeed, would my presumption be, were 
I to desire to be privileged beyond the common 
Jot of human nature. 

The advice you give me not to suffer my fears 
to lead me into greater dangers than those they 
Would avota, supplies me at once with a proof 
both of your judgment and your friendship ; 
but the caution is altogether unnecessary. The 
truth of it is, distinguished as you are by a for- 
titude of mind, which renders you incapable of 
fear upon any occasion; yet, there is no man who 
approaches nearer to you in that quality than 
4 myself. 
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myself. Nevertheless,, I shall always be upon 
my guard, though I shall never be afraid. In- 
deed, if I should have any reason, will it not 
be wholly owing, my dear Brutus, to yourself? 
For were I of a disposition apt to take alarm, 
yet I should be perfectly composed, in the con* 
fidence of that protection I shall receive from 
your approaching consulate ; especially as the 
world is no less sensible than I am of the sin* 
gular share I enjoy of your affection. 

I agree entirely with your opinion concerning 
the four legions, as also that both you end Cae- 
sar should have the distribution of those estates 
you mention. This is an office on which some 
of my colleagues had cast a very wishful eye t 
however, I have disappointed their longing, by 
reserving it wholly for you and Caesar. In the 
mean time, if any occurrence should arise that 
requires particular secrecy, I shall observe your 
directions, and communicate it to you by one of 
my own domestics. Farewel, 

Jttiie the Ath. 

Z 3 LETTER 
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LETTER V. 

[A.U.710.] 

Plancus to Cicero. 

I shall never regret to undergo the greatest 
dangers in the cause of my country, provided, 

' my dear Cicero, that whatever happens to my- 
self, I may not justly be accused of temerity. 
But I should not scruple to confess that I had 
been guilty of an imprudence, if I had ever 
acted in reliance upon the sincerity of Lepidus. 
Too easy a disposition to give credit to fair pre- 
tences, cannot so properly be called a fault as 
an error: but an error into which the noblest 
jninds are generally most liable to fall. It was 
not, however, from a mistake of this nature that 
I had lately well-nigh been deceived : for the 
character of Lepidus I perfectly well knew. It 
was entirely owing to a certain sensibility of 
what my detractors might say: a quality, I will 
freely acknowledge, particularly prejudicial in 
the affair of war. I was apprehensive, if I re- 
mained in my camp, that those who are inclined 
to misconstrue my actions, might represent me 
as the occasion of the war being protracted, by 
obstinately indulging my resentment against 
Lepidus : and therefore I advanced almost with- 
in sight of him and Antony. I encamped, indeed, 
at no greater distance from them than forty miles, 
3 that 
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that I might be able, as circumstances should 
require, either speedily to join the army of Le- 
pidus, or safely to retreat with my own. In 
marking out my camp, I chose a spot of ground 
that gave me the advantage of having a large 
river in my front, which would take up some 
time in passing, and that lay contiguous, like* 
wise to the country of the Vocontii 8 : who, I 
was sure, would favour my retreat. When Le- 
pidus found himself disappointed of what he so 
much wished, and that there was no hopes of 
my approaching nearer, he immediately threw 
off the mask : and on the Sflth of May he joined 
Antony. The combined armies moved the 
same day in order to invest my camp : and they 
had actually advanced within 20 miles, before 
I received advice of their junction. However, I 
struck my tents with so much expedition, that, 
by the favour of the gods, I had the happiness 
to escape them. My retreat was conducted 
with so much good order, that no part of my 
baggage, nor even a single man, was either left 
behind or intercepted by these incensed vil- 
lains. On the 4th of this month I repassed the 
Isara with my whole army : after which I broke 
down the bridge I had thrown across that river. 
I took this precaution, that my troops might 

have 
* A people of Narbonensian Gaul. 
Z4 
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have time to refresh themselves, as well as to 
give my colleague 9 an opportunity of coming up 
to me: which I imagine he will be able to effect 
in three days from the date of this letter. 

I must always acknowledge the zeal and fide- 
lity which Laterensis has shewn to the repub- 
lic, in his negotiations between Lepidus and 
myself: but it is certain that his great partiality 
towards Lepidus, prevented him from discern- 
ing the dangers into which I have been led. 
However, as soon as he discovered how grossly 
he had been imposed upon, he attempted to turn 
that sword against his own breast, which with 
much more justice had been plunged in the heart 
of Lepidus. But he was prevented from com- 
pleting his purpose : and it is said (though I 
by no means mention it as a certainty) that the 
wound he has given himself is not mortal*. 

My escape from these traitors has proved an 
extreme mortification to them : as they marched 
to attack me with the same unrelenting fury 
which instigates them against their country. 
Some late circumstances particularly contri- 
buted to inflame their resentment. I had fre- 
quently and warmly urged Lepidus to extin- 
guish this civil war : I had disapproved of the 

conferences 

9 Decimus Brutus. 

* It proved otherwise : and the senate, in honour of his 
patriotism,, not only decreed him a public funeral, but or- 
dered a statue to be erected to his memory. Dio. p. 324. 
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conferences that were holden with the enemy : 
I had refused to see the lieutenants whom An- 
tony deputed to me under the passports of Le- 
pidus : and had intercepted Catius Vestinus, 
whom the former had sent express to the latter. 
But it is with pleasure I reflect, that the more 
earnestly they wished to get me into their hands, 
the more they suffer in the disappointment. 

Continue, my dear Cicero, to employ the 
same vigorous efforts you have hitherto ex- 
erted, that we who are inarms, for the defence 
of the republic, may have suitable honours paid 
to our services. In the mean time, I wish that 
Caesar would join us with those brave troops he 
commands ; or, if his affairs will not permit 
him, that, at least, they might be sent under 
the conduct of some other general : for most 
certainly his own personal interest is at stake*. 
The whole force of the disaffected party is 
united against our country : and shall we not 
put forth our utmost strength in its defence ? 
As for what concerns myself, I will venture to 
assure you, that if you at Rome are not want- 
ing on your parts, 1 will abundantly perform 
every thing that can be expected on mine. 

The obligations I am continually receiving 

from 

* Octavius was, at this time, secretly carrying on a treaty 
with Lepktos and Antony, which shortly after ended in an 
alliance, which every reader is acquainted with, under the 
name of the Triumvirate 
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from your hands, endear you to me every day 
more and more ; at the same time that they ani- 
mate me to act in such a manner as not to for- 
feit, in any degree, your esteem and affection, 
I will only add my wishes, that I were able 
in person to give you such proofs of my grati- 
tude, as might afford you greater reason to re- 
joice in the good offices you have conferred 
upon me, Farewel. 

Cularo, on the frontiers of the Allobroges 5 . 
June the (Jth. 

LETTER VI. 

[A.U.710.] 

To Decimus Brutus. 

1 o tell you the truth 4 , I was once inclined to 
be somewhat angry at the shortness of your let- 
ters : but I am now so well reconciled to your con- 
cise manner, that I condemn my own as down- 
right loquacity, and shall make your epistles the 
models of mine. How short, yet how expressive 
are you when you tell me, that " all things go 
" well with you, and that you shall endeavour 
" to render them still better ; that Lepidus 
" seems favourably disposed ; and that we 

" have 

9 A people of the Narbonensian Gaul, in which Cularo, 
sow called Grenoble, was situated. 

4 When Cicero wrote this letter, which is an answer to the • 
94th of the preceding book, p. 310. of this vol. he had not 
yet received the news of Antony's junction with Lepidus. 
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" have every thing to expect from our three 
" armies* !" Were I ever so full of fears, these 
significant sentences would hanish them all. — 
Bat I exert the spirit you recommend ; and, 
indeed, if, at the time when you were closely 
blocked up in Mutina, my hopes, nevertheless; 
were fixed entirely upon you, how much higher, 
think you, must they be raised now ? 

I should be glad, my dear Brutus, to resign 
to you my post of observation, if I might do 
so without incurring the censure of deserting 
it. As to what you mentioned of continuing 
in Italy till you should hear from me, I do not 
disapprove of it, if the motions of the enemy 
should not call you elsewhere ; as there are ma- 
ny points upon the carpet at Rome, which may 
render it prudent for you not to remove to a 
farther distance. But, at all events, if your 
presence here may prove a mean of terminat- 
ing the war, it is undoubtedly the first and 
principal scheme you should have in view. 

The senate has decreed the first money that 
could be raised for the payment of your troops. 
Servius is extremely your friend ; and you may 
always depend upon me. Farewel, 

June the Sth. 

LETTER 

5 Those of Decimus Brutus, Plancus, and Octavius. 
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LETTER VII. 

[A.U.710.] 

Asinius Pollio to Cicero. 

Balbus 6 , my qusestor, has withdrawn from 
Gades, with very considerable effects in hi* 
hands, which he had received of the public 
taxes 7 , consisting of a large quantity of uncoin- 
ed gold, a much larger of silver 8 , together with 
a great sum of ready money ; and what adds to 
his iniquity, is, that he has not discharged 
even the pay of the troops 9 . In his flight he 
was detained three days, by contrary winds, at 
Calpe 1 ; frdra whence, however, he sailed oq 
the 1st of this month, and has^ transported 
himself, together with his treasure, into the 
dominions of Bogud, king of Mauritania*.— 

But 

6 He was nephew to Lucius Cornelius Balbus, the great 
friend and favourite of Caesar, and of whom frequent mention 

' has been made in the preceding letters. 

7 The quaestor was receiver-general of the provincial 
taxes. 

* The province of Spain abounded in valuable mines of 
every sort, particularly in those of silver and gold ; the pro- 
prietors of which paid a certain proportion to the govern- 
ment, of the pure ore which these mines produced. Strab. 
iii. Burman. de vectigal. P. R. dissert, p. 107. 

9 The payment oi the forces was a part of the business be- 
longing to the provincial quaestors. 
1 Gibraltar. 

* One of the most considerable kingdoms in ancient Africa, 
comprehending those of Fez and Morocco, together with part 

of 
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But whether the present prevailing reports 1 will 
bring him back to Gades, or carry him to 
Rome, I know not ; for I hear that his resolu- 
tions vary with every different express that ar- 
rives. But, besides the robberies and the ex* 
tortious he has committed in this province, 
and the cruelties he has exercised towards our 
allies, he affected, in several instances, to imi- 
tate (as he himself used to boast) the actions 
of Caesar. Accordingly, on the last day of the 
games which he exhibited at Gades, he present- 
ed Herennius Gallus, a comedian, with the 
golden ring, and conducted him to one of the 
14 benches of the theatre, which he had appro- 
priated to those of the equestrian order. He 
likewise continued himself in the supreme ma- 
gistracy of Gades, by his own single authority, 
and at two immediately successive assemblies of 
the people, he nominated, for the two next fol- 
lowing years, suGh of his creatures whom he 
thought proper to succeed him in the govern- 
ment of that city. He also recalled from exile, 
not> indeed, those unfortunate men who were 

banished 

©f Algiers and Biltedulgerid* Bogud, the prince of this 
country, had, in the late civil wars, favoured and <u sis ted 
Caesar, by whom lie had been greatly distinguished ; as he af- 
terwards supported Afctony in the war between him and Oc* 
tavius. It is probable-, therefore, that Balbus withdrew with 
these treasures, not mi order to convert them to his private 
use, but to employ them in the cause of Antony. Hirt. dt 
Bel. Alex. 59. de£el. Jtfric. 25. 

' Concerning the junction of Lepidus with Antony, 
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banished on account of the present commotions, 
but those infamous rebels who were concerned 
in thesedition which was raised in Gades, during 
the proconsulate of # Sextus Varrus 4 , and in which 
all the members of their council were either as- 
sassinated or expelled. Thus far he had Caesar 
for his model ; but, in the instances I am going 
to mention, he exceeded even Caesar himself. 
He caused a play to be acted at the public 
games, upon the subject of his embassy to Lu- 
cius Lentulus*, the proconsul; and the good 
man was so affected with the remembrance of 
those transactions which the scenes of this drama 
recalled to his mind, that he melted into tears. 
At the gladiatorial games, he gaye a specimen of 
his cruelty with regard to one Fadius, who had 
served in Pompey's army. Thi&man had twice, 
it.seems, voluntarily entered the lists in combats 

of 

4 It does not appear who this person was, nor at what time 
he presided as governor of Spain. 

* He was consul in the year 704, when the civil war broke 
out, in which he took part with Pompey. He accompanied 
that general in his retreat to Brundisium, and from thence 
passed over with him into Greece. But before Lentulus left 
Italy, Balbus was employed by Caesar (as Manutius observes) 
to prevail with him to return to Rome. Balbus. afterwards 
(as appears by a passage which the same commentator cites 
from Paterculus) executed a much more difficult commission 
of this kind, at the siege of Dyrrachium, where he undertook 
to carry some farther overtures from Caesar to Lentulus, who 
was in that garrison, and which he executed with equal ad- 
dress and intrepidity. It was this adventure, it is probable, 
that formed the subject of the play which Pollio here men* 
tions. Ad Att. viii. 11. Fel. Paterc. ii. 51. 
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of this kind ; but, upon the present occasion, he 
refused to fight, though peremptorily required 
by Balbus, and accordingly threw himself upon 
the protection of the populace. But the mob 
having pelted Balbus with stones, wien he at- 
tempted to recover him out of their hands, he 
let loose upon them a party of his Gallic horse. 
Balbus having, by these means, got the unfor- 
tunate Fadius into his possession, ordered him 
to be fixed in a pit, which was dug for that 
purpose, in the place where the games were ex- 
hibited, and caused him in this manner to be 
burnt alive. This was performed soon after 
Balbus had dined 6 , who was present during the 
whole execution, walking about bare-footed, 
with His hands behind him, and his tunic loose, 
in the most unconcerned and indecent manner ; 
and while the unhappy sufferer cried out that 
he was a Roman citizen, " Why do you not run 

now 

€ There seems to have been some peculiar indecorum in 
this circumstance, though it is n*t very easy to determine 
wherein it precisely consisted. It may be, that public execu- 
tions, at this time of the day, were thought indecent : it is cer- 
tain, at least, that it was deemed improper to hold courts of 
judicature for the trial of criminal matters in an afternoon. 
For Plutarch takes notice that the younger Cato was accused 
of this practice during his praetor ship ; and thinks it neces- 
sary, for the credit of that illustrious Roman, to deny the 
truth of the charge : or, perhaps, Pollio might point out this 
circumstance as a mark of uncommon cruelty of disposition 
in Balbus, who could rise from table with a temper of mind 
so different from that which pleasures of this sort are natu- 
rally apt to inspire, and turn from a cheerful meal to a scene 
of the utmost horror and barbarity. Pint, in vit. Cat on. 
Uticen. 
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" now (said the insulting and relentless Bal* 
" bus) to implore the protection of the people?" 
But this was not the single cruelty he exer- 
cised. He exposed, likewise, several Roman 
citizens to wild beasts ; particularly a certain 
noted auctioneer in the city of Hispalis r ; and 
this for no other reason but because the poor 
man was excessively deformed* Such is the 
monster with whom I had the misfortune to be 
connected ! But more of him when we meet 
In the mean time (to turn to a point of much 
greater importance) I should be glad the senate 
would determine in what manner they would 
have ma act I am at the head of three brave 
legions, one of which Antony took great pain« 
to draw over to his interest at the commence- 
ment of the war. For this purpose he caused 
it to be signified to them, that the very first 
day they should enter into his camp, every 
soldier should receive five hundred 8 denarii, be- 
sides which, he also assured them, that if he ob- 
tained the victory, they should receive an equal 
share of the spoils with his own troops : a reward 
which all the world knows would have been 
without end or measure. These promises made 
a deep impression upon them; and it was with 
great difficulty I kept them from deserting. I 

should 

7 The city of Seville, in Spain. 
* About 141* sterling* 
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should not, indeed, have Wen able to have ef- 
fected this, if I had not cantoned them in dis- 
tant quarters ; as some of the cohorts* notwith- 
standing they were thus separated, had the in- 
solence t© mutiny. Antony endeavoured 
likewise to gain the rest of the legions, by im- 
mense offers. Nor was Lepidus less importu- 
nate with me to send him the thirtieth legion ; 
which he solicited both by his own letters, and 
by those which he caused Antony to write.— 
The senate will dome the justice, therefore, to 
believe, as no advantages could tempt me to 
sell my troops, nor any dangers which I had 
reason to apprehend, if Antony and Lepidus 
should prove conquerors, could prevail with 
me to diminish their number, that I was thus 
tenacious of my army for no other purpose but 
to employ it in the service of the republic 9 . 
And let the readiness with which I have obeyed 
all the* orders I received from the senate, be a 
proof that I would have complied in the same 
manner with every other they should have 
thought proper to have sent me. I have pre- 
served the tranquillity of thia province ; I have 
maintained ipy authority over the army ; and 
have never once moved beyond the limits of 

my 

9 See senu 4, p. 33?. of this vcL 
Vol. III. A a 
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my own jurisdiction* I must add, likewise, 
that I have never employed any soldier, either 
of my own troops, or those of my auxiliaries, 
in carrying any dispatches whatsoever : and I 
have constantly punished such of my cavalry 
whom I have found at any time attempting to 
desert. I shall think these cares sufficiently 
rewarded, in seeing the peace and security of 
the republic restored. But if the majority of 
the senate, and the commonwealth, indeed, in 
general, had known me for what I am, I 
should have been able to have rendered them 
much more important services. 

I have sent you a copy of the letter which I 
wrote to Balbus, just before he left this pro- 
vince ; and if you have any curiosity to read 
his play, which I mentioned above, it is in the 
hands of my friend Gallus Cornelius, to whew 
you may apply for it. Farewel. 

Corduba, June the 8th. 

LETTER VIII. 

[A.U.710.] 

To Plancus. 

All our hopes are entirely fixed (and fixed, 
too, with the approbation of the gods them- 
selves) upon you and your colleague 1 . The 
perfect unanimity, therefore, that appears, by 

your 
1 Decimus Brutus. 
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your several letters to the senate, to subsist 
between you, affords great satisfaction, not 
only to that assembly in particular, but to the 
whole city in general. 

As to what you wrote to me concerning the 
commission for dividing the lands, if that affair 
had been brought before the senate, I should 
have been the first to have proposed the most 
honourable decree in your favour. But the 
slowness of their deliberations, in the business 
which was then udder their consideration, to- 
gether with other obstructions which attended 
their debates, having prevented them from 
coming to any resolution, both your brother 
and myself were of opinion, that it was most 
advisable to proceed upon thcformer decree; 
and I take it for granted that he has acquaint- 
ed you to whom it is owing that it was not 
drawn up in the manner we proposed. But if, 
in this instance, or in any other, your inclina- 
tions should not be entirely gratified, be well 
persuaded, however, that you are in such high 
esteem with all the friends of the republic, that 
there is no sort of honours they are not dis* 
posed to confer upon you. I wait with great 
impatience for an express from you, as I ex* 
pect it will bring us the news I most wish.-*- 
Jarewd, 

Aaa LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 

[A.U.T10.] 

To CoRNIFICIUS\ 

l 

Is it really so, my friend ; and hafve I never 
written to you but when I had occasion to re- 
commend the cause of seme litigious suitor? 
I confess I hare frequently troubled you whfc 
letters of thia kind ; but must you net thank 
your own dbdiging partiah^ towards nse, if the 
wt>rld is persuaded that no reeommrndatioi* 
has, so much weight with you as mine ? Tell 
me, however, when did X omit writings if your 
family gave me notice of an opportunity ? In 
fact, nothing affords me greater satisfaction* 
now that I cannot converse with you in person* 
than this intercourse of letters. I only lament 
that my public occupations prevent me from 
corresponding with you as. frequently as I 
wish, if 1 had more leisure, indeed, I should 
not only, provoke you to enter with me into a 
commerce of this epistolary kind, but I should 
challenge you with whole volumes of my works ; 
§ challenge which I ogght to have received 
from you, as your engagements, I imagine, aie 
$ot altogether so numerous as mine* But if I 

Mfot 

* See rem. 6. p. $1. <?f this vol. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Book XV. of CICERO. SS7 

am mistaken in this supposition, how shall I 
acquit you of being a little unreasonable, in 
expecting frequent letters on my part, wbea 
you have so seldom leisure to send me any on 
yours ? If I hare hitherto been engaged in the 
t most important occupations, as holding mysetf 
bound to exert all my cares in the defence of 
the republic, I may still more strongly urge 
that plea at present For as a relapse is always 
more dangerous than a first attack, so the re* 
kindling of this war, after it was almost totally 
extinguished, demands a double portion of my 
labour and vigilance. Bat, not to enter farther 
into this subject, Relieve me, nqy dear Coroifl* 
cius, I should think myself most inexcusably 
indolent, not to say ill-mannered, were I capa- 
ble of suffering you to gain the superiority orver 
me m any instance of friendship. That I enjoy 
yours, is a point of which I never once had 
the least doubt: but the conversation I have 
iatdy.had with Cherippus, has rendered itstiH 
tnorc evident As agreeable as he always was 
to my taste, I could not but look upon him, in 
his last visit, with more than ordinary pleasure, 
as he not only acquainted me with the senti- 
ments of your heart, in the message he delivered 
to me, but, as he represented, at the same time, 
a lively image of your very air and counte- 
A a 3 nance. 
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nance. You had no reason then to be apprehen- 
sive that I should be displeased at your having 
sent me the same common letter which you ad- 
dressed to all your friends in general. If I de- 
sired a more particular memorial, it was merely 
from the affection of my heart, and by no 
means as a point upon which I insisted. 

The loss of both our consuls* together with 
the incredible scarcity of money in the treasury, 
puts it out of my power to ease you of your 
great and continual expence in your military 
preparations. We are trying all expedients in 
order to raise supplies for discharging those 
donatives we promised to the troops that be- 
haved well : and I imagine that we shall at last 
be obliged to have recourse to a tax 5 * 

I am persuaded there is no truth in the report 
concerning Attius Dionysius : as Stratorius has 
not mentioned a word to me upon that subject 
With regard to Publius Lucceius : be well per- 
suaded that his interest is no less my Ooncern 
than it is yours: for, indeed, he is extremely my 
friend. I could not, however, prevail with the 

managers 

4 Hirtius and Pansa. , 

5 " This was a sort of capitation tax, proportioned to each 
" man's substance ; but bad wholly been disused in Rome 
" from the conquest of Macedonia by Paulus iEmilius, 
" which furnished money and rents sufficient to ease the city 
." ever after of that burthen, till the necessity of the present 
" times obliged them to renew it/' Vol, Max. i?. 3. Life of 
Ctc. iii. p. 249. 
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managers of the auction to adjourn the sale ; 
their engagements and their oath oblige them, 
they assure me, to the contrary. I would by 
all means, therefore, advise him to hasten into 
Italy : and if the summons I sent him some 
time since had any weight, he will be at Rome 
when you read this, letter. As to the affairs 
you mention, and particularly the money, I find 
you were not apprised of Pansa's death when 
you wrote your letter, by the hopes you 
express that, through my interest, he would 
comply with your request. And most un- 
doubtedly he would, had he been living : for 
he held you in great esteem. But as he is dead, 
I do not see that any thing can now be done 
in this matter. 

I approve, in general, of your measures with' 
respect to Venullius, Latinus, and Horatius : 
and particularly, that you have deprived, them 
of their lictors. But I am not altogether so 
well pleased, that, in order to render this cir- 
cumstance the less uneasy to them, you have 
taken away these attendants, likewise, from 
your own lieutenant. Those who deserve the 
highest honours ought not to have been thus 
levelled with a set of men, who certainly merit 
the utmost disgrace : and if they will not de- 
part from your province, in obedience to the 
A a 4 decree 
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ttecfee tff the senate, I think you should use 
compulsory method* for that purpose. 

I have nothing farther to add in answer to 
'your last letter (of which I received a dupli- 
cate) but that 1 hope yoa will be persuaded, 
your credit and reputation are no less sacred 
to mfe than my own*. FareweL 

LETTER X. 

[A.tT.710.] 

To Decimus Brutus, 

Though I always receive your letters -with 
ihe highest satisfaction, .yet I am much better 
pleased that you employed your colleague Plarj- 
cus to make an excuse to me, than if you had 
interrupted your very important occupations 
by trriting yourself. He has executed your 
commission very fully : and nothing can ren- 
der your character more truly amiable to me, 
-than the account he gives of your zeal and di- 
ligence. « 

The junction of your forces with those of 
Fknciis, and the harmony with which yon 

act 

* This letter closes the correspondence between Cicero 
and Corntficius. The latter, not long afterwards, lost his life 
in bravely defending his province against the troops of Sex- 
tius : who claimed it in the name of Octavius, bj virtue 
of tbe-general division of the Roman dominions that had been 
"agreed upon between the triumvirs. Jppian dc B. G. p. 620. 
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net together, as appears by your common let- 
ter to the senate, was extremely agreeable, 
both to that assembly, and to the people ia 
general. What remains then, my dear Bru- 
tus, but to conjure you to persevere in the 
same unanimity, and to endeavour, I will not 
•ay to eiscel others, but (what is far worthier 
of your ambition) to rise above yourself. I 
need add no more: especially as I am writing 
to one whose epistolary conciseness I purpose 
to imitate. 

i wait, with impatience, for your next dis- 
patches : as I imagine they will bring u$ 
such accounts as are agreeable to our wishes. 
¥ arewel. 

LETTER XI. 

[A.U.710.] 

ToFurnius 7 . 

jiBTEur your letter assured me tfhat it was ab- 
solutely necessary either to slight Narbonen- 
Stan GauP, or to attack the enemy with great 
disadvantage, I was glad to find that the 
former had been chosen : as I -much more 
dreaded the consequences of coming to an 
^engagement upon unequal terms. What you 

mentioned, 

7 See rem. 7 M p. .303. of this vol. 

s In which province were the c6~mbine<i armies of Antony 
and Lepidus. 
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mentioned, likewise, concerning the harmony 
between Plancus and Brutus, afforded me great 
pleasure : for it is a circumstance upon which 
I found my principal hopes of our success* 

Notwithstanding you modestly^ refer it to 
time to inform me to whom ^owe that ge- 
neral zeal which appears in ycJ^r 'province 9 ; be 
assured it is a point of whicKl &m already per- 
fectly well apprised. I could not, therefore, 
but read the latter part of your letter, which, 
in all other respects, was extremely agreeable to 
ine, with some concern. You there tell me, that 
, if the election for aediles is fixed for the month 
of August, you will soon be at Rome ; but if it 
is already over, you will be there much sooner: 
" for wherefore," you ask, " should you weak- 
u ly continue to hazard your life, without the 
" prospect of any recompence ?" O ! my 
friend, is it possible that you, who judge so 
well concerning the interests of others, should 
be thus a stranger to your own? But, as I 
am sensible of the strong impulse of your 
heart towards true glory, I cannot believe that 
these are its genuine sentiments : at least, if 
they be, I must condemn my own judgment as 
well as yours, for being so greatly deceived in 

your 

9 Transalpine Gaul : in which province Furnius was lieu- 
tenant to Plancus. 
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your character. Shall the ambition of antici* 
pating a slight and common honour, (for so. I 
must call the office you have in view, if obtained 
in the manner by which so many others have 
risen to it before you) induce you to withdraw 
from a theatre where you are acting with such 
universal and well-merited applause ? Shall it be 
a question with you, whether to offer yourself 
as a candidate now, or at the next election for 
praetors : and is it none, how you shall deserve 
every illustrious distinction which the common- 
wealth can bestow ? Are you a stranger to the 
exalted reputation you have acquired ? Or do 
you consider it as of no value, thus to rise in 
the esteem of your country ? If you are igno- 
rant, indeed, of the high credit in which you 
stand with the public, it is an ignorance for 
which we, who are your friends, are undoubt- 
edly to be blamed. But if you already know it; 
tell me, my Furnius, can any pratorship afford 
you a satisfaction superior to what you feel in 
discharging the duty you owe to your country, 
and in reaping immortal glory ? an acquisition 
which, though few, indeed, endeavour to de- 
serve, yet, every man, most certainly, wishes to 
enjoy. Calvisius, who is much your friend, and 
a man of great judgment also, frequently joins 
with me in complaining of you upon this arti- 
cle. 
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cie. However, since you arc so desirous to afe- 
tain this office, I shall endeavour that the efec- 
tion may be deferred till the month of Janua- 
ry : as this adjournment wiU, upon many ac- 
counts, I think, prove for the advantage, like- 
wise, of the republic. Farewel : and may vic- 
tory attend you ! 

LETTER XII. 

[a. v. no.] 
ToCaius Cassius. 

I imagine you are informed, by the public 
journals, which, I know, are duly transmitted 
to you, of the infamous conduct of that most 
Sight and inconstant man, your relation Lepi- 
dus\ We are again, therefore, involved in a 
war, which we flattered ourselves was entirely 
over : and all our hopes are now placed upon 
Decrmus 1 and Plancifs ; or, to speak more truly, 
indeed, upon Brutus' and upon you. For it is 
from you two that we expect, not only a pre- 
sent assistance, in case any misfortune (which 
the gods avert !) should attend our arms, but a 
firm and lasting te-efctabli&hment of our liberties. 

The 

■ Lepidus and Camus were married to tke tw* sitters of 
Marcus Brutus, 

* Brutus. 

* Marcus. 
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The reports in regard to Dolabella 4 , are, in all 
respects, agreeable to our wishes, excepting, 
only, that they want confirmation. In the mean 
time, be assured, that the opinion and expec- 
tations of the world concerning yon, are such 
as evidently shew that they look upon you as 
a truly great man. Let this animate yon to 
the noblest achievements : in the full persua- 
sion that there is nothing so considerable which 
your country does not hope to obtain by your 
courage and conduct. Farewel. 

LETTER XIIL 

[A, U. 710.] 

To the same, 

I take example from the conciseness of your 
letters, to shorten mine : though, to say truth, 
nothing occurs at present that can tempt me to 
• lengthen them, For, as to our transactions, I 
well know you are acquainted with them by the 
public journals : and we are perfectly ignorant 
of every thing that concerns yours. One would 
imagine, indeed, that all communication were 
cut off between us and Asia : for we have re- 
ceived no intelligence from thence, excepting 
only some uncertain, though, indeed, repeated 
rumours in relation to the defeat of Dolabella. 

4 That he was defeated by Cassius* 
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We imagined that the flames of this civil war 
were entirely extinguished : but, in the midst 
of this pleasing persuasion, we were suddenly 
and greatly alarmed by the conduct of your re- 
lation Lepidus, Be assured, therefore, that the 
hopes of the republic are wholly fixed upon 
you and your army. We have, it is true, a 
very powerful body of troops in this part of the 
world : nevertheless, your presence here is ex- 
tremely necessary, to give our affairs all the suc- 
cess w6 wish. . I will not say that we have no 
hopes of recovering our liberties : but I must 
say our hopes are small. Such as they are, 
however, they are entirely founded upon your 
future consulate 5 . Farewel, 




LETTER xlV. 

[A.U.710.] 

Cassius 6 , Quaestor, to Cicero. 

The preservation of the republic, by the vie* 
tory we have lately obtained, gives me inex-« 
pressible joy : as the honours that have been 

paid 

* Cassias and Brutus were prjetors the last year : and the 
laws entitled a man to sue for the consulate two years after 
he had served the office of praetor. 

* It is altogether uncertain whether the author of this 
letter was Lucius Cassius, the brother of Caius Cassius, or 
another Cassius, distinguished by. the addition of Parmensi$ 9 
from Parma, -the place of his nativity. There is nothing* 
indeed, in the history of these two Cassii, or in the letter 
itself, that can render it more reasonable to suppose it to 
^ave been written by the one, rather than the other: for 

&3 
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paid my friend 7 , afford me, likewise, 9. very sen-* 
sible pleasure. I cannot sufficiently indulge 
my admiration, when I consider you as thus 
rising above yourself in glory ; and that the 
consular 8 should shine fprth even with more 
lustre than the consul Some uncommon pri- 
vilege of fate most certainly attends your pa-> 
triot virtues : as we have often, I 9m sure, ex- 
perienced. How else should your single elo- 
quence be of more avail than the arms of all 
our generals ? You have a second time, indeed, 
rescued the well-nigh vanquished republic from 
the hands of our enemies ; and once more re- 
stored her to us again. From this period, there- 
fore, I date the return of our liberties : and I 
shall now be honoured with the public applause 
pf the most distinguished of patfiqts. Yes, my 

friend, 

they were both in the number of the conspirators against 
Caesar ; anc} both afterwards acted with Brutus and Cassius 
in Asia. This epistle appears to have been written from the 
island of Cyprus, soon after the news of Antony's defeat at 
the battle of Mutina had reached that part of the world. 
Casaubon. ad Suet. Jul. 80. Jppian. B. C. p. 671. 

7 This seems to allude to the honours that were paid to 
Cicero by the populace, upon the news that Antony had 
been forced to abandon the siege of Mutina. " The whole 
" body of the people (to give the relation of this fact in the 
" words of Dr. Middleton) assembled about Cicero's house, 
*' and carried him in a kind of triumph to the capitol ; 
(i where, on their return, they placed him in the rostra, to 
" give them an account of the victory : and then conducted 
f * him home with infinite acclamations/' Phil. xiv. 5* L*fc 
qfCic. iii. 197. 

8 Those who had passed through the office of consu^ 
flere styled consular*. 
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friend, you wilt now declare, (what you pro* 
raised to conceal till the recovery of our free* 
dom should render it to my advantage to be 
known) you wiM now declare to the whole 
world those instances you received of my tittodet 
attachment both to you and to the republic, 
during the dark and dangerou* season of amt 
servitude. I am much less solicitous, however, 
that you should publish ny praises, tiian that 
you should be persuaded I deserve them :. and i 
had rather stand approved by 1 your silent judg- 
ment, than, without that internal verdict hi roy 
favour, to enjoy, by your recommendation^ the 
good opinion of the whole world. It is my 
great ambition, indeed, that you should esteem 
my late conduct to have been, not the effect of 
a sudden and irregular impulse, but the natural 
result of the same uniform principles of which 
you have been a witness : in a Word, that you 
should think of me, as of one from whom the 
republic has «o much to expect, as may well 
justify every honour to which I shall be ad- 
vanced. I am sensible, my dear Cicero^ that 
your own family, as they are well worthy of the 
relation they bear to you, deserve your first and 
most tender regard. But those surely have a right 
to the next place in your affection, who endea- 
vour to imitate your patriot virtues : and X 

shall 
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shall be gtad to find that their number is con- 
siderable. I imagine, however, that it is not so 
great as to exclude me from a share in your 
good offices, and prevent you from procuring 
any public distinctions in my favour which shall 
be agreeable to your inclination and your judg- 
ment That I am not unworthy of them", with 
Tespect to the disposition of my heart, I have 
already, perhaps, sufficiently Convinced you : 
and, as to my talents, whatever they may be, 
the general oppression under which our coun- 
try so long laboured, would not suffer them to 
appear in their full advantage. 

I drew together, out of the ports of this Asi- 
atic province, and of the neighbouring islands, 
all the ships of war I could possibly collect : 
and, considering the great opposition I met 
with from the several cities, I manned them with 
tolerable expedition. With this fleet I pursued 
that of Dolabella, commanded by Lucilius: who, 
after having frequently made a shew of coming 
over to me, but still, however, continuing to 
retreat, sailed, at length, into tfce port of Co- 
rycus 9 ; where he blocked himself up, I did 
not think proper to follow him thither ; not 
only as judging it most advisable to join our 
land forces, but as Turutius the quarter lay: 
behind me with a squadron which TulliufiCiin^ 

ber 
* inCiticia. 

Vol. III. Bb 
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ber fitted out the last year from Bythinia. I 
put in, therefore, at Cyprus : from whence I take 
this first opportunity of acquainting you with 
the intelligence I have here received. I am to 
inform you then, that the city of Laodicea, (in 
pursuance of the example of our faithless allies 
the Tarsenses 1 , though, indeed, with a greater 
degree of folly) have voluntarily called in Do- 
labella* From those two cities he has compos- 
ed an army (as far as numbers can make an ar- 
my) of Greek soldiers* and is encamped before 
Laodicea; having thrown down part of the walls, 
in order to join his camp with the town. On the 
other hand, Cassius 1 is encamped about twenty 
miles distant from him at Paltos. His army con- 
sists of ten legions, and twenty auxiliary co- 
horts, together with four thousand horse. He 
imagines that he shall be able to oblige the ene- 
my to surrender, without hazarding a battle : 
as wheat is so scarce in Dolabella'&camp, that 
it is sold for twelve drachmae. The enemy 
must necessarily, indeed, be destroyed by fa- 
mine, if they are not soon supplied by the ships 
that belong to Laodicea. This, however, we 
shall with great ease prevent : for, besides the 
three squadrons under Turulius, Patiscus, and 
myself, Cassius has a considerable fleet in these 
seas commanded by Sextilius Rufus. Let me 

encourage 
1 The citizens of Tarsus* 
* Caius Cassius. 
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encourage you, then, to hope, that we shall soon 
vindicate our liberties with the same success' 
in this part of the world, as has attended your 
army in Italy. Farewel. 

Cromyacris, in Cyprus, June the 13th. 

LETTER. XV. 

XA. U. 710.] 

To Decimus Brutus. 

I was expecting, every day, to hear from you, 
when our friend Lupus gave me notice that he 
was just setting out to you, and desired to know 
if I had any thing to write. But though I have 
nothing worth communicating, more than what 
you are furnished with by the public journals, 
•and that you are no friend, I am told, to letters 
of mere empty form, yet, I cannot forbear fol- 
lowing your example, and sending you two or 
three short words. Be assured, then, that all 
our hopes rest upon you and your colleague 4 . 
As to Brutus 5 , 1 am not able to give you any 
certain account of him : I can only say, that, 
in pursuance of your advice, I endeavour" to 
persuade him, in all my letters, to come over 
into Italy, and to take a part in this general 

war. 

* See rem. 8* p. 3l6\ of this vol. , 

4 Plancus. \ 

5 Marcus Brutus. 

Bb2 
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war 6 . 1 ttmch wish he were now here : as his 
presence wouM render me less apprehensive of 
the consequences of these intestine commo- 
tions 7 which prevail in Rome ; and which are, 
by no means, indeed, inconsiderable.— But I 
forget that I proposed to imitate your laconic 
brevity, and am running on in a second page. 
Farewel then, and may success attend your 
arms* ! 
June 18tb. 

LETTER 

* The conduct of Marcus Brutus, as for as can be judged 
of it, at this great distance, appears altogether unaccounta- 
ble. Before the battle of Mutina, he had drawn down all 
his forces to the coast, in order to embark for Italy, if any 
accident should make bis assistance necessary. But, vpon 
the news of Antony's defeat, he retired to the remotest parts 
of Greece and Macedonia, to oppose the attempts of Dola~ 
bella : and from that time (as, Dr. Middleton observes) seem- 
ed deaf to the call of the senate, and to all Cicero's letters, 
which niged htm so strongly to come to their relief. But had 
Brutus and Cassius (as the same ingenious historian remarks) 
marched with their armies towards Italy, at the time when 
Cicero first pressed it, before the desertion of Plancus and 
the death of Decimus ; it seems reasonable to believe, that 
the immediate ruin of the republic might hive been prevent- 
ed. UfctfCic.\\u2\7. 

i The disturbances to which Cicero alludes, were, proba- 
bly, those that were occasioned by the violent measures of 
Octavius, in order to obtain the consulate. See rem. 8. p. 
0S1. of this vol. 

• Decimus Brutus, soon after the date of this letter, was 
most treacherously deserted by Plancus : who drew off his 
troops from those of his colleague, and went over with them 
to the camp of Antony and Lepidus. " Decimus Brutm) 
"being thus abandoned, and left to shift for himself, with a 
"'needy mutinous army, eager to desert, and ready to give 
" him up to his enemies, had no other way to save himself 
" than by flying to Marcu? Brutus in Macedonia. But the 

distance 
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LETTER XVI. 

[a.,u. no.] 
To Caius Cassius. 

Your relation and my friend, the worthy Le- 
pidus, together with ail his adherents, were, by 
an unanimous decree of the senate, which pas- 
sed on the 30th of June last,, declared public* 
enemies to their country: but, at the same 
time, a full pardon was offered to such as shall 
return to their allegiance before the first of Sep-? 
teraber. The senate acts with great spirit ; but 
it is the expectation of being supported by your 
army, that chiefly animates them in their vU 
gorous measures. I fear, indeed, that we shall 
have occasion for all your assistance ; as tho 
war is now become extremely formidable by 
the villauy of Lepidu3, 

The accounts which daily arrive concerning; 
Dolabella are altogether agreeable to our 
wishes : but, at present, they are nothing more 
thai* mere rumours* However, your letter ad- 
dressed 

<' distance was so great, and the country so guarded, that 
* he was often forced to change his road, for fear of being 
" taken ; till* having dismissed all his attendants, and wa.n- 
14 dered for some time alone in disguise and distress, he com- 
" mitted himself to fte protection of an old acquaintance 
4' and host, whom he had formerly obliged : where, either 
** through treachery, or accident, he was surprised by An- 
<' tony's soldiers, who immediately killed him, and returne4 
v. with his head to their general, VeL Patere. ii. 64. App. 
» UK 5.8$, Vol Max. ix. 13." Life o/Cic. iii. 242^ 
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dressed to the senate, dated from the camp on 
the $fth of May, has raised a general persuasion 
in Rome, that he is actually defeated. Accord- 
ingly, it is imagined, that you are now upon 
your march into Italy, with a view, on the one 
hand, of succouring us with your troops, if any 
of those accidents so common in war should 
have rendered our arms unsuccessful : or, on 
the other hand, of assisting us with your coun- 
sels and authority, in case we should have 
proved victorious. You may be assured, in the 
mean while, that no endeavours of mine shall be 
wanting to procure the forces Under your com- 
mand all possible honours. However, I must 
wait a proper season for this purpose, when it 
shall be known how far they have availed, or 
are likely to avail, the republic. At present, we 
have only heard of .their endeavours in the cause 
of liberty : and glorious, it must be acknow- 
ledged, their endeavours have been. But still 
some positive services are expected; and these 
expectations, I dare be confident, either already 
are, or soon will be, perfectly answered. No man, 
indeed, possesses a more patriot or heroic spirit 
than yourself: and it is for this reason, that we 
wish to see you in Italy as soon as possible. The 
fact is, if you and Brutus were here, we should 
look upon the republic as restored. 

if 
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If Lepidus had not received Antony, weak 
and defenceless as he was, when he fled after 
the battle of Mutina, we should have obtained 
a complete victory. This infamous step, there- 
fore, has rendered him far more odious in 
Rome even than Antony himself ever was : for 
Antony raised a war at a time when the repub- 
lic was in the utmost ferment ; whereas Lepi- 
dus has kindled the flames in the midst of peace 
and victory. We have the consuls elect 9 to 
lead our armies against him ; but though we 
greatly depend upon their courage and conduct, 
still, however, the uncertain event of war leaves 
us much to fear. Be assured, therefore, that 
our principal reliance is upon you and Brutus, 
whom we hope soon to see in Italy ; and Bru- 
tus, indeed, we expect every day. Should we 
have defeated our enemies, as I hope we shall, 
before your arrival, the authority, nevertheless, 
of two such illustrious citizens will be of infinite 
service in raising up the republic, and fixing it 
upon some tolerable basis. All our business, in- 
deed, will by no means be over, notwithstand- 
ing we should be delivered from the infamous 
designs of our enemies : as there are many 
other disorders of a different kind, which it 
will be still necessary to redress. Farewel, 

LETTER 

* Decimus Brutus and Plancus, 

Bb4 
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LETTER XVII. 

[A. U. 710 >] 

To Ampius 1 , 

Your family has informed yoti> I imagine, of* 
my zealous labours to procure your restoration; 
as I have the pleasure to be assured that they 
are abundantly satisfied with my services.— 
Uncommon, indeed, as the affection is which, 
they every one of them bear towards you, yet 
I cannot allow that they are more sincerely de«* 
sirous of your welfare than myself. I am sure, 
at least, their power of assisting you in this 
conjuncture is by no means equal to mine. I 
have employed it, and shall continue to em- 
ploy it, for your benefit ; and I have already 
gained a very considerable point, which will 
much contribute to facilitate your return. In 
the mean while, preserve a firm and manly spi- 
rit, and be well persuaded that my good offices 
shall not be wanting to you upon any occasion. 
Farewel 

LETTER 

1 Id some MSS. the superscription of this letter is to 
Appius, and in others to Ampius Balbus. The time when 
this letter was written is no less ttneettain than the persoa 
to whom it is addressed. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

[A. U. 710.] 

Plancus, Consul-elect, to Cicero, 

I CANNot forbear to express, upon every oc- 
casion, the sentiments I entertain of your re- 
peated favours ; though, at the same time, it is 
with some reserve that I indulge myself in this 
satisfaction. The great intimacy, indeed, which 
you allow me to enjoy with yon, renders all 
formal acknowledgments of this kind unneces- 
sary ; nor would I make so cheap a return to 
the many important obligations I owe to you, 
as that of mere empty professions. I had much 
rather reserve the proofs of my gratitude to 
some future opportunity of testifying it in per-* 
son ; and, if I live; I will convince you, by the 
assiduity of my good offices, and by every in* 
stance of respect and esteem, that you have 
not a friend, nor even a relation, who is so 
warmly attached to you as myself. In the 
mean time, I am at a loss to determine, whe- 
ther the daily pleasure I receive, or the lasting 
honour I shall derive from your affectionate 
regard, be greater. 

I find the interest of my trdops has been a 
part of youx care. It was not with any in ten- 

tion 



Digitized by 



Google 



578 The LETTERS Book XV. 

tion of advancing my own power, fchat I was 
desirous they should be distinguished by the 
senate, as I am conscious of having no views 
but what regard the welfare of the republic. 
My reasons were, in the first place, because I 
thought they deserved to be rewarded ; and, in 
the next place, because I was desirous they 
might, upon all occasions, be still more attached 
to the commonwealth. I hoped, likewise, by 
these means, so strongly to fortify them against 
ill solicitations, that I might be answerable.for 
their continuing to act with the same unshaken 
fidelity which they have hitherto preserved. 

I have kept entirely upon the defensive; and, 
though I am well apprised .with how much just 
impatience the public wishes for a decisive ac-< 
tion, yet I persuade myself that the senate will 
approve my conduct. If any misfortune, in^ 
deed, should attend our armies in this part of 
the world, the republic would not very soon be 
in a condition to oppose any sudden incursion 
of these rapacious traitors. As to the state of 
our forces, I imagine you already know that 
those under my command consist of three ve- 
teran legions, together with one new- raised re- 
giment, which last, however, is composed of 
far the best disciplined troops I ever saw of 
this sort. Brutus 1 is at the head often legions, 

oue 

2 Decimus. 
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one of which is veteran, another has been upon 
the establishment about two years, and all the 
rest are lately raised. Thus you see, though 
our army is very numerous, it is not extremely 
strong. The republic, indeed, has but too of- 
ten had occasion to be convinced, how little is 
to be expected from raw and unexperienced 
forces. However, i£ we had been joined either 
by the African legions 1 , which are composed 
wholly of veteran troops, or by Caesar's*, we 
should, without hesitation, have hazarded a 
general engagement. As the troops of the lat- 
ter were somewhat nearer than the former, I 
frequently pressed Caesar, by letters, to advance; 
and he accordingly promised to join us with 
all expedition. But other views, I perceive, . 
have diverted him from these intentions. Ne- 
vertheless, I have dispatched my lieutenant, 
Furnius, with another letter to him, if happily 
it may any thing avail. You are sensible, my 
dear Cicero, that 1 take an equal part with 
you in the affection you bear to Octavius. ~- 
He has a right to my friendship, not only from 

that 

3 These legions composed part of that army with which 
Julius Caesar defeated Scipio in Africa, from whence they 
had lately been recalled by the senate. But, soon after their 
landing, they were corrupted by the other soldiers, and, de- 
serting the senate, they joined themselves to Octavius. Ufc 
ofCic. iii. 241. 

4 Octavius, 
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that intimacy which I enjoyed vith his uncle* ; 
but, in regard also to his own disposition, 
which, as far as I could ever discover, is re- 
gulated by principles of great moderation and 
humanity. It would ill, indeed, become that 
distinguished amity, which subsisted between 
Julius Caesar and myself, not to look upon 
Octavius with all the tenderness which is due 
to the son of my friend, after he has been 
adopted as such by Caesar's will, and that 
adoption approved by the senate. What I am 
going to say, therefore* is more the dictates of 
concern than resentment ; but, it must be ac«> 
knowledged, that if Antony still lives, if he 
has been joined by Lepklus, if their armies are 
by no means contemptible ; hi a word, all their 
hopes and all their attempts are singly owing 
to Caesar 6 . Not to look faFther back than to 
his promise of joining me : had he fulfilled the 
assurances he gave me for that purpose, the war 
would, by this time, either have been totally at 
an end, or driven into Spain, where the enemy 
pould not have carried it on without great dis- 
advantage, as ' that province is utterly averse 
to them. I am at a loss to conceive, there- 
fore, with what view* or by whose advice* 

C&sa? 

* Julius Caesar. ' 

* See j-em 2. p. 263. of tins vol.^ 
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Caesar was diverted from a measure so gTeatly 
to his interest and his honour, in order to turn 
his pursuits towards a consulship of a few 
months duration 7 : much to the terror, at the 
same time, of the republic*, and with preten- 
sions, too, exceedingly ridiculous*. The re- 
monstrances of his friends might be extremely 
serviceable upon this occasion, both to himself 
and to the commonwealth. But none of them, 
I am persuaded, would have so much influence 
over him as yours 10 ; as there is no man who 

is 

T To the end of the current year : of which there re- 
warned about five or six months unexpired, when Octavius 
was declared consul. 

• Octavius advanced towards Rome at the head of seve?- 
. ral legions, in order to demand the consulate ; which threw 
the city into the utmost consternation and disorder. Dio. p. 
319. dppian. p. 585, 6. 

9 Perhaps, the absurdity to which Plancus here alluded, 
was, that Octavius, who was but a youth of twenty, and, 
Consequently, who wanted above twenty years of the age 
prescribed by the laws for being qualified to sue for the con- 
sular office, should entertain so extravagant a thought as to 
aspire to the supreme magistracy. 

*• Plancus chose a very improper man to dissuade Octa* 
vius from pursuing his design upon the consulate, when he 
fixed upon Cicero as the most likely person to prevail witk 
him for that purpose. It appears, indeed, that Octavius bad 
artfully ensnared Cicero to enter into his views, by persoad* 
ing him that he was desirous of having him for his colleague 
in the consular office, and promising to leave the sole admi- 
nistration of it to Cicero's superior wisdom and experience. 
The bait was too well adapted to his vanity and ambition, to 
be thrown out in vain : and CiceTo undertook the management 
#f this affair upon the terms proposed. Plutarch, Appian* 

and 

1 
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is so much obliged to you except myself: for 
I shall ever acknowledge that the favours I 
have received from you are great and innume- 
rable. I have given instructions to Furnius to 
solicit Caesar upon this subject : and if I should 
have that authority with him, which I am sure 
I ought, he will hereafter thank me for my ad- 
vice. In the mean time, we have a very diffi- 
cult part to sustain here : as, on the one hand, 
we do not think ourselves altogether strong 
enough to hazard an engagement : and, on the 

other, 

and Dion Cassius, all concur in giving testimony to the truth 
of this fact: but, as it is a fact which proves that Cicero 
was by no means, at this juncture, acting the part of a pa- 
triot, the polite apologist of his conduct has endeavoured to 
discredit the evidence of these historians. To this end, Dr. 
Middleton produces the following passage from the letters to 
Brutus, as an incontestible proof, " that no man was more 
" shocked at Octavius's attempt, or took more pains to dis- 
" suade it than Cicero." Cwsarem — improbissimis litteru 
quidam fallacibusque nunciis impulerunt in spem certissimam 
consulatus. , Quod simulatque sensi, neque ego ittum-absentem 
litteris monere destiti, nee accusare prmsentes ejus necessaries, 
qui ejus cupiditati suffragan videbatitur ; nee in senate, seek- 
ratissimorum consiliorum fontes apperire dubitavi. Epist. ad 
Brut. 10. Now, there seems to be the strongest reason to 
question either the authenticity, or the veracity, of this let- 
ter : because, it is most certain, from one of Cicero's Philip- 
pics, that he actually did favour the earliest possible promo- 
tion of Octavius to the consulate. Quid est enim P. C. (says 
he) cur earn (Oct avium J non quam primum amplissimos ho- 
nores caper e cupiamus ? Legibus enim annalibus cum grandio- 
remxeiatem ad consulatwn constituebant 9 adolescentiw temerita- 
tem vcrebantur. C. Ccesar ineunte estate docuit ab exceUenti 
tximiaque virtute, progressum aetatis expectari non oportere. 

In 
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other, must take care not to expose the repub- 
lic to greater dangers by declining one. How- 
ever, if Caesar could comply with the dictates 
of his interest and his honour; or if the Afri- 
can legions should speedily join us : you may 
depend upon having nothing to fear from this 
quarter. — Let me entreat you to continue your 

friendship 

In hoc spes libertatis posit a est ; ab hoc accepta jam salus} 
huic summi honores et exquiruntw etparati sunt, Phil. v. 17, 
18. Could Cicero, after this, without being guilty of the 
wildest and the weakest inconsistency, " admonish Oc tavius, 
" by letter, against his designs upon the consulship ; re- 
" proach those to their face who encouraged him in that 
" ambitious' view ; and lay open the source of these traito- 
" rous counsels in the senate ;" (all which the epistle in 
question affirms that he did ;) when he had, himself, in the 
speech and in the passage above cited, said every thing that 
his wit and eloquence could suggest in favour of Octavius's 
premature advancement to the consular office ? Either the 
letters, then, to Brutus are not genuine ; or Cicero, to serve 
a present purpose, pretended that he had acted a part which 
he did not. The former of these suppositions is maintained 
by some very learned and judicious critics : and the latter 
will by no means be thought improbable, if there is any 
weight in the several instances of the same kind which have 
been occasionally produced in the course of these remarks. 
But whichever of these alternatives be the fact, it equally 
concludes in support of that historical evidence for which 
I have been contending. In farther confirmation of which, 
it may be observed, that Plutarch cites the authority of Oc- 
tavius himself, for what he affirms concerning the private 
agreement between Oc tavius and Cicero in regard to the con- 
sulate. And it is probable he took this piece of secret his- 
tory from those memoirs which Octavius wrote of his own 
life : as it is certain, that both Plutarch and Appian made 
great use of them in compiling their histories. Plut. in vit. 
Cic. Appian. p. 578, 9. 385. Dio. p. 519. Middkt. on the 
epist. to Brut. p. 134. rem, 8. TunstaVs observ. on the cpist, 
to Brut. p. 222. et Suet, in Aug, 85. 
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friendship to me, and to be assured that I am 
entirely yours". Farewel. 

From my camp, July the 28th. 

AN 

11 Plancus, soon after the date of this letter, abandoned 
his colleague Decimus Brutus, and went over with his troops 
to Antony and Leptdus. See rem. 8. on letter 15. of this 
book. About four months, likewise, from the time when 
this letter was written, the celebrated coalition was formed 
between Cesar, Antony, and Lepidus ; in consequence of 
which, Cicero, it is weU known, was sacrificed to Antony's 
resentment. In the last moments of his life he behaved 
with great composure : and it is the only circumstance in all 
his misfortunes that he bore with a becoming fortitude. He 
had, indeed, so much the less reason to complain of his 
fate, as it is certain that he suffered nothing more than he 
would have inflicted, had Fortune put Antony into his 
power. Omnium adversorum, says Livy, nihil ut viro dignutn 
trat, tulit* prceter mortem : qua, vere cestvmanti % minus indigne 
videri potuit, quod a victore inimico nihil crudelius possums 
eraty qudm quod qjusdem fortunm compos ipsefecisset. Iav* 
fragm. apud Senec. Suasor. 6. This is the judgment which 
the noblest and most impartial of the Jloraan historians has 
passed upon Cicero : and the truth of it is abundantly con* 
firmed by the foregoing letters. 
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ABDERA, a city in Thrace, ii. 453. 
Acastus, ii. 80. 

Accentors, their office, i. 446. n. 
Accius, wrote the tragedy of Oenomaus, ii. 257. 
Achaia, a part ot Greece, ii. 443. 

Actiius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 164, 167, 170, 175, 178, 180, 
187, 189, 190, 195. 

— conjecture concerning him, ii. 164. n. 
Actium, a city of Epire, ii. 82. 

Addison, reflection among the tombs of the great, iii. 10. n. 
Adversity is to friendship, what fire is to gold, ii. 254. 
JEdiles, their office to superintend the markets and maga- 
zines of corn, i. 1250. 

— of two kinds, Plebeian and Curule, i. 295. n. 

— Plebeian, i. 308. 

Mgina, an Island between Peloponnesus and Attica, iii. 9* 
JEHus Sextius, i. 267. 

JEmiUus Paulus loses two sons in one week, iii* 15. n. 
jEsopus, the actor, account of him, i. 119* n. 

— died worth nearly 200,0001. i. 119. n. 
Afranius, i. 55. ii. 108* 

— murdered by the soldiers, ii. 267. n. 
Affection mutual, characterised, i. 9. 
Africa, sad situation of affairs there, iii. 150* 

Agesilaus would not suffer any picture or statue of him to be 
taken, i. 83. 

— account of him, i. 83. n. 
Agrarian law explained, i. 441. n. 
Ague, quartan, salutary, ii. 88. n. 
Juabanda, a City in Asia Minor, i. 344. 

Alexander would permit his picture to be drawn only by 
Apelles, his statue by Lysippus, i. 83. 

— visited the tomb of Achilles, i. $5. n. 

C c 2 Alexander 
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Alcxundet appointed the Roman commonwealth his. general 

heir, i. 427, n. 
Aliptce were persons who prepared the bodies of comba* 

tants for athletic exercises, i. 179* n. 
Allienus, Cicero's letters to, ii. 227, 233. 

— silver coin of, ii. 227. n. 

Alsium, a town on the western coast of Italy, ii. 248* 

Alysia, a city of Acarnia in Greece, ii. 75. n. 

Amanienses harassed by Cicero, i. 386. 

AmanuSi a mountain that divides Cilicia from Syria, i. 386* 

Ammonius, i. 51. 

Ampkiarausy the fable of, ii. 390. n. 

Ampins, ii. 130. 

— Cicero's letters to him, ii. $55. iii. 376* 

— account of him, ii. 355. n. 358. n. 

— Cicero obtains the promise of his pardon, ii. 355. 
Ancharius, Quintus, Cicero's letter to, i. 91. 
Anchialus recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, ii. 422* 
Andro, ii. 309. 

Anicius, i. 49. 

— recommended by Cicero to Cornificius, iii. 153. 
Anneius, Marcus, recommended by Cicero to Thermus, i. 

399, 400, 401. 
Antepasts consisted of provocatives to appetite, ii. 262, 277* 
Antiochia, siege of, abandoned, i. 386. 

— in Syria, iii. 327. 

Antiochusy king of Commagene, i. 342. 348. 

Antipater, i. 210. 

Antisiius, Titus, leaves ten-twelfths of his estate to Ateiu9 

Capito, ii» 224. 
Antoniiy i. 307. 
Antonius, j. 340. 
Antmius, Caius, i. 472. n. 

— Cicero's letter to, i. 17* 

— uncle to Mark Antony, i. \f. n* 

— Pompey insisted that he should be recalled, i. 19. n. 

— brought to trial, i. 24. n. 

Antonius, Marcus, put to death by command of Marius, ii. 

448. 
Antony, Mark, i. 96. ii. 352 
<— his infamous intercourse with Curio, i. 220. n. 

— supported by Cicero in his election, ii. 65. n- ' 

— enriches himself by the spoils of his fellow-citizens, ii. 

174. n. 

— excites the soldiers against Cicero, iii. 143, 
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Antony erects a statue to the memory of Caesar, iii. 145. 

— Cicero laments that he was spared when Caesar was mur- 

dered, iii. 148. n. 

— represents the murderers of Caesar as traitors, iii. 149* 
-~ Octavius and Cicero engage in a plot against his life, iii. 

l6l. n. 

— suspected of perfidy to Brutus, iii. 83. n. 

— reasons for not entering into friendship with Cicero, iii. 

91. n. 
-w- suspected of intending to rebuild the altar to Caesar, iii* 

— doubts on his drawing together the veteran troops, iii* 

120. 

— assembles the senate in a few days after Caesar's death, iii* 

J22. n. 

— Brutus and Cassius letter to him, iii, 118, 131. 

— cannot bear a word or look animated by the spirit of li- 

berty, iii. 135. 

— Cicero declares, that whoever destroys him will have the 

glory of terminating the war, iii. 260, £87, 333* 

— arrives at the Forum Julii, iii. 278. 
■ — recovers strength, iii. $86. 

— his retreat from Mutina in disorder, iii. 286, 

— joined by Ventidius, iii. 288. 

— acts with the vilest hypocrisy, iii. 2$0. 

— forms his camp above Forum Voconii, iii, 292. 
i — his troops desert to Lepidus, iii. 293. 

— - reports respecting the battle between him and Hirtius, 

iii. 335. 
— - offers great rewards to the soldiers who join him, iii. 352. 

— would have been overcome had he not been joined by Le» 

pidus, iii. 375. 
Apamea, a city in Phrygia, i. 373. 
Apella delivered by Lepidus as an hostage, iii. 279« 
Applies, i. 83. 

— his celebrated picture of Venus, f f J 80. n, 
Jvollo 9 ii.l4>l, 

Apollonia, silver coined there for the payment of Pompey't 

. . army, ii. 223. 
— - a learned seminary in Macedonia, iii. 87* n. 
Apollonius is desirous of recording the actions of Caesar in 

Greek, ii. 465. 
Appius, i. 159, 178. n. -202, 447. 

— Pulcher, Cicero's letter's to him,i. 225, 268, 270, 273 t 

300, 336, 444, 457 t ". 1, 2?, 46, 54. 

C c 3 Appius, 
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Appius, one of hit daughters married to the son of Pompey* 
the other to Brutus, i. 225. Jn. 

— addresses his treatise on Augury to Cicero, i. 278. 
— • his credulity in augury, i. 279- n. 

— on his return from Celicia demanded a triumph but 

dropped his claim, i. 371* n. 

— severely plundered Cibcia, i. 377. *• 379- n. 

— impeached of treason and bribery, i. 437- 

— supported by Pompey, i. 439« 

— accuses Cicero of obstructing the erection of a public mo* 

nument to him, i. 444. 

— Cicero's friendship for him, i. 46$. 

— prosecution commenced against him, ii. 1. 

— Cicero promises to support him, ii. 2. 

— acquitted, ii. 23. 

— his character by Cicero, ii. 25. 

— congratulated by Cicero on his acquittal,' ii. 46. 

— his ingratitude, ii. 6l. 

— becomes a prodigy of reformers, ii. 68. 

— plundered the temples of Greece to collect statues for the 

games, ii. 68. n. 

— character of, by Marcus Coecus, ii. 69. 

— Claudius Coecus, the first who supplied Rome with water, 

ii. 30. n. . 
Apuletus, Cicero's letter to, ii. 242, 247. 
Arar, a rfrer near Lyons, now called the Saone, Hi. 292* 
Archagathus recommended by Cicero to Acilius, ii. 170. 
Areopagites, magistrates of Athens, i. 288. n. 
Argenteus, a river in Provence, iii. 292. 
Arxarthes, i. 331. 

ArtobarzaneSy king of Cappadocia, i. 416, 430. ii. 43. 
— • implores the protection of Cicero, i. 330. 

— plot against him discovered, i. 332. 
Aristarchus, a critic of Alexandria, ii. 29. 
Aristippus, ii. 353. 

Aristocratical party, question respecting, i. 196. n. 

Aristocritus, i. 40, 42. 

Aristotclas, Licinius recommended by Cicero to Rex, ii. 467. 

Army, on the distribution of lands and rewards to the sol- 
diers, Hi. 307. 

Arpinum, a city of the Volsci, the birth-place of Cicero, u. 
J44- 

— patronized by Cicero, ii. 335. " 
Arrws, i. 33. n. 
ArtuasdeSfkingoi Armenia, i. 328. 

Ascalpo, 
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Ascalpo, the phyiician, recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, 

ii. 418. 
Asia, spoken of by classic writer* in different senses, ii. 

30». n. 
Astura, a tow,n in the Campagna di Roma, iii. 45* 
Ateius, i. 128. n. 

— recommended by Cicero to Lucius Plancus, ii. 222* . 

— Tin us Antestius leaves him ten-twelfths of bis estate, ii» 

224. 

Aulla, a city in Campania, now called Santo Arpino, re- 
commended by Cicero to the protection of Cluvius, iii, 
51. 

Atellan farces were acted after serious dramatic perform* 
ances, ii. 259. n. 

Athenais,\. ±\7 . 

Athenodgrus i. 448. 

Athens , tie seat of all the useful and polite arts, ii, 40$. 0. 

Athletic games, account of, i. 123. n. 

Atilius, i. 370. 

Atrium IdbertatU erected in honour of Cicero, i. \6l. n. 

Attkus, i. 20. 

— kept a band of gladiators, which he let out on public oc- 

casions, i, 222- n. 
Attius, the essenced, ii, 451. 
Avarice, an attendant on luxury, ii, (8. n, 
Auctus, .Cicero's letter to, iii, 77. 

— conjecture concerning him, iii. 77* n, 

Aufidius, Sextus, recommended by Cicero to Cornificius, iii* 

1&>. 
Augurs, college of i. 279- ** 
Augustus, instituted a poetical court of judicature, which was 

improved by Domitian, j, 118, n. 

— instructs his grandsons in swimming, i# 151. n» " •. 
Avimus, u 105, 108, 260. ii. 180, 

Avianus, Marcus Mmihw, recommended by Cicero to Sulpi* 

cius, ii. 419. 
Aurtliusy his two sons recommended by Cicero to Anchariue, 

i.9l. 
Authors, the vanity of, i. 460, n, 
— • various kinds of writing characterised, ii* 874. 

— difficulty of writing with success when restrained by fear, 

ii. 377, 

Bacchanals, improper statues for Cicero, i. 107* 
Bucilius, u 209. n. 

T c4 Bate, 
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Bate, danger to the fair from frequenting the hot baths there, 

ii. 234. n. 
Balbus, i. 135, ii. 33, 271. 

— Cornelius inviolably attached to Caesar, i. 31$. n, 

■— withdraws from Gades with considerable effects, iii. 348. 
•■ — attempts to make Caesar the model of his actions, iii, 349, 

— presents Herennius Gallus, a comedian, with a gold ring, 

iii. 349. 

— account of him, iii. 350. n. 

— orders Fadius to be put to death for refusing to enter the . 

lists at the gladiatorial games, iii. 351, 

— other cruelties, iii. 352. 
Bargylos, a city in Caria, i. 345. 
Barsilius, Cicero's letter to, i. 209. 
Bassus, Caecilius, account of, iii. 65. n. 85. 
Bellianus, strangles Domitius, ii. 113. 

Bellona, high priest of, next in power to the king, i. 417. n, 
Bibulus, Marcus, i. 55, 6l, 66, 75, n. iii. 81. 

— takes possession of Antiochia, i. 418. 

— treated with contempt by Caesar, ii. 38. n« 

— offended at Cicero, ii. 40. n. 

— * two of his sons murdered in Alexandria, ii. 41. n, 
Bilienus, iii. 3. ' 

Biography, advantages from the study of, i. 81. 
Bithynia, formed by the Roman knights, i. 4©6< 
Bithynicus, Cicero's letter to, iii. 89. 

— letter to Cicero, iii. 176. 
Bckia, a district of Greece, iii. 68. 

Bolanus, recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, ii. 399. 
Bona Dea, celebration of, i. 178. n. 
Bribery, amazing at Rome, i. 281. n. 
Britain, supposed by the Romans to have abounded with go!4 
and silver, i. 140. n. 

— progress of, from barbarism to liberty, i. 141. n. 
Brundisvum, Cicero arrives at, i. 26. n. 

Bruttius, Lucius recommended by Cicero to Acilius, ii. 190. 
Brutus, Decimus, letter to M. Brutus and Cassius, iii. 82. 

— account of him, iii. 82. n. 138. n. 

— letter to Cicero, iii. 138, 287, 291, 30$, 310. 

— Cicero's letters to him, iii. 139, 141, 158, l6l, 163, 182, 

276,281, 286,371. 

— encouraged by Cicero to act without waiting for sanction 

of the senate, iii. l6l. 

— reasons that prevented him pursuing Antony, iii. 288. 

— defeated by Plancus, and killed by Antony's soldiers, iff. 

371. n. 

Brutus* 
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Brutus, Marcus, married to Junia, sister of Cassias, i. 455. n. 

i — favourable report of, by Cicero, ii. 26. 

.— Cicero's letters to, ii. 326, 333, 335, 342, 349. 

— account of him, ii. 326. n. 

. — Cicero recommends M, Varro to him, ii. 326. 
■ — Cicero recommends the commissioners of Arpiaum to hit 
friendship, ii. 333. 

— his conduct on the ides of March praised by Cicero, iii. 96. 

— D. Prutus and Cassius letter to him, iii. 82. 

l— and Cassius' letter to Mark Antony, iii. 118, 131. 
-*- his conduct after the battle of Mutina, iii. 37 '$> n. 

— state of his army, iii. 379- 

Buckingham, D. of, unexpected tun* in a speech of his, i. . 

402. n. 
Bullis, the people of, i. 2Q6. 
Bursa inflames the disturbances on the assassination of Cio- 

dius, i. ?6S, n. 
. — banished, i. 263. n. 
i — Cicero entertains a stronger aversion to him than he ever 

did to Clodius, i. 264. 
Buthrotum, a city of Epire, ii. 82. 
(joecina, Aulus, Cicero's letters to, ii. 369, 381, 385, 
r-*- account of him, ii. 369. n T 

— advised by Cicero to continue in Sicily, ii, 370, 
— y letter to Cicero, ii. 373. 

— suffers for the liberties of his pen, ii. 373. 

— his caution in mentioning Caesar in his work, ii. 374* 

— presages of his being recalled, ii. 391- 

— a native of Etruria, ii. 391. n f 
^recommended by Cicero to Isauricus, ii. 396. 
Ccesar 9 Julius, supposed to be alluded to, i. 2. n. 

— =* and Crassus solicit Cicero to join their party, i. 35. n, 

■ — purposes either to gain Cicero or ruin him, i. 40. n. 

— r by aiding the farmers of the public revenues, obtained 

their support, i. 114. n. 
Cicero's letters to, i. 134. ii. 462. 464. 
. — rather discovered than conquered Britain, i. 134. n, 
— r his scheme to usurp the supreme power, i. 165. n, 
. — fixes his winter quarters near Italy, i. 166. n, 

— paid Curio's debts, i. 218. n. 

r— foments confusion at Rome, i. 243. n. 

«~- his scheme of putting the transpadoni on the footing of 

the municipal towns of Italy, i. 274, n. 
wrr endeavours to gain the lowest of the people to his into* 

rest, i. 30§. 

Guar 
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Ccnar recalled from Gaul, i. 359. 

— debate on his government in Gaul, ii. 34, n. x 

— to be admitted a candidate for the consulate, ii. 44* * 

— his opposition to Pompey, ii. 6&. 

— sends a menacing letter to the senate, ii. 89* 

— letter received with indignation, ii. 89. n. 

— takes possession of Arminium and other towns, ii. 105. 
-— offers conditions to Rome, ii. 106. 

— affected to be thought a descendant of Venus, ii. 114.n. 
*— his generosity to Domitius Enobarbus, ii. 115. n. 

— incensed against the senate and tribunes* leaves Rome, ii. 

124. 
— • takes money out of the temple of Saturn, and proceeds 

against the lieutenants of Pompey in Spain, ii. 124. n. 
•— distributes preferment without regard to rank or merit, 

ii. 135. n. 

— gets a victory of Pompey at Pharsalia, ii. 200. 

— defeats Scipio in Africa, ii. 237* n. 

— returns victorious from Africa, ii. 248. n. 

— less inclined than afraid to have recourse to arms, ii. 250. 

— made a collection of apophthegms, ii. 256. . 

— intend* to establish a republican government, li. 290. 

— his generosity to Cicero, ii. 295. 

— his moderation and generosity, ii. 305. 

— admits some of the Gauls into the privileges of Roman * 

citizens, ii. 318, n. 

— takes the name of superintendmt of manner*, ii. 322* 

— makes a law to regulate expences, ii, 323. n. 

— his greatness of mind in pardoning Marcellus, if. 330. 

— the reason why Carina became the object of his wrath, 

ii. 374. 

— never speaks of Pompey but in terms of the highest honour, 

ii. 393. 

— obtains a complete victory over young Pompey, ii. 

438. n. 

— his method of rewarding his partisans, ii. 446. n. 

— conspirators obliged to leave Rome, iii. 82. n. 

— appointed Dolabella to succeed him in the consulship, 

iii. 92. , 

— at the time of his death purposed games in honour of Ve- 

nus, iii. 1 10. n. 

— act of oblivion passes the senate after his death, iii. 

122. n. . * 

— Rome more a elave to the plans of Caesar, after his death, 

than to himself when living, iii. 123. 

Cctsar 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX. 

Gmsar, Brute, and Cassias reproached by Antony, iii. 13*. } 

— a statue erected to his memory, iii. 148. 

— his party intent to revenge his death, iii* 149. 

— his murderers represented by Antony as traitors, iii. 149. 

— his murder styled by Cicero the noblest enterprise, hi. 158. 

— many boasted of being concerned in the conspiracy, who 

were not, iii. 318. 

— Lucius pardoned by him, and afterwards prWately assas- 

sinated by his order, ii. 245. n« 
Ccesena, an obscure town in Italy, iii. 170. 
CcBsiuSj Publius, Cicero's letter to, i. 476. 
Caldus, Coelius, Cicero's letter to, ii. 18. 
•— * bis character, ii. 18. n. 

— Cicero leaves the administration of Cilicia in his hands, 

ii. 58. 
Calinum, a city of Campania, ii. 459- 
Calidius, one of the. most agreeable orators of the age, i." 

304. n. 

— lost his election, i. 304. 
Calisthenes, i. 77, n. 

Ctdpe, now Gibraltar, iii. 348. 

Catous contested the palm of eloquence with Cicero, ii. 

185, n. 
Garmilus, ii. 72. 
Campania, considerations respecting the lands referred to 4 

full hruse; i. 165. 

— case of the lands, i. 165. n. 

— Curio attempts to procure a divison of the lands,!. 39*. 
Canidius, i. 319* 

Caninius, i. 61, 67, 95, 125, 291. 

Capena, a city in Italy, ii. 274. 

Gappadocia, account of the kingdom of, i. 330, ft. 

— not furnished with any place of strength, i. 352. 
Cassius, i. 109, 388, 390. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 450. ii. 171. 450. 452. iii. 121, 

142, 148, 192, 199> 219, 364, 365, 373. 

— his speech on having saved the life of Caesar, when in 

danger of drowning, i. 152. n. 
■— account of him, i. 450. n. 
•*— deserted with his whole fleet from Pompey to Cesar, i. 

171, n. 

— letters to Cicero, ii. 455. iii. 366. 

— D. Brutus letter to him, iii. 82. 

— and M. Brutus letter to Antony, iii. 131. 

Cassius, 
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Ifljjfttf pursues .the fleet of Dolabella. commanded by Luci- 
lius, iii. S69> 

— his army, iii. 370, 

Gatiline, those concerned in his conspiracy pat to death 

without any process, i. 13. n. 
-r— supported by persons of desperate fortunes, i. 23. n. 

— recommended to Lucius Lucceius to write a history of 

that conspiracy, i. 80. 

— capital punishments inflicted on all concerned in it, i. 

173, n. 
Catilius turns pirate, iii. 69. 
Catina, a maritime town in Sicily, ii. 164. 
Cato> Caius, opposed the restoration of Pompey, i. 5, n. 

52, n. 73. 

— proposes the recal of Lentulus, i. 69. n. 

Cato, Marcus, instructs his son in swimming, i. 151. n, 
-1- speech, i. 186. n. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 342, 411, ii, 50. 

— his character, i. 411, n. 

. — prolonged the life of liberty, i. 413, n, 
— ■ - settled a correspondence through the whole of the pro* 
vinces, i. 436. n, 

— enters into friendship with Deiotarus, i. 428. n. 

— acts upon the principles of disinterested patriotism, i. 

428. 
•— letter to Cicero, i. 430. 

— his manners by no means rough or unpolished, i. 431. n. 
«— * supports a thanksgiving to Bibulus, ii. 50. n, 

— opposes a thanksgiving to Cicero, ii. 50. n. 

— Cicero's thoughts on his death, ii. 267 > n« 

— Seneca's eulogy on, ii. 268. n. , 

— anecdote of bis stedfest behaviour at four years of age, 

iii. 5?, n. - 

«— thoughts on his own approaching dissolution, occasioned 

by the death of his son, iii. 15. n, 
«r~ his character, a fashionable declamation for both parties 

at Rome, iii. 50. n. 
Catullus, Q. L. makes the welfare of his country the object 

of his labours, ii. 320. 
Qaupiaiis refused to pay interest for money after having lodged 

it in the treasury, i. 346, n. 
Cawwuva city in Caria, i. 345. 
Censor, that office explained, ii. 4, n. 
wr- every five years number the people, iii, 90, n, 

Ctrili* 
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terelia, account of her, ii. 367. n. 

Chariots of the old Britons, i. 140* 

Chrysippus the philosopher, account of, i. 247. ii* 241. *. 

Cibyra, a city in Phrygia Major, i. 310* n. 

Cicero, Quintus, letters to M. T. Cicero, ii. 466. 

*— in order to obtain the recal of his brother, engaged to an 

unlimited resignation to the measures of Pompey, i. 

loY. 

— letter to Tiro, ii. 119, 118. iii. 169. 
' — his character, ii. 1 10. n. 

[There being so many references to the name of Cicero, it 
appears easier to divide the volumes, than to repeat the 
volume to each article,] 

VOL, I. 

tacera, M. T. letters to Pompey, i. 1. 

— complains of a want of return of friendship in Pompey, 

and his not congratulating him on his services, 3. 

— cause of Pompey's coolness towards him, 6. n. 

— letter to Quintus Metellus Celer, 7. 

— resolves to receive no honours at the end of his consular 

office, 9* n. 

— swore that be had preserved Rome and the republic from 

destruction, 12. n. 

— his good offices to Pompey, 12. 

— letter to Caius Antonius, 17- 

— I am informed, the reason for his using that expression. 

18. n. 

— letter to Publius Sestius, 20. 

— purchases Crassus's house, 21. 

— in distress for money, 23. 

— sincerity not the virtue of, 22. n» 

— letters to Terentia, 25, 30, 34, 40. 

— his dejection during banishment, 25, 30. 
— - a philosopher only iti speculation, 25. n. 

— passes through Brundisium in his way to Greece, 26. n. 

— a law passed that no person should harbour him, 27* n. 

— his daughter Tullia married to Piso, 28. n. 

— promises freedom to his slaves conditionally, 28. 

— a temple erected to Liberty where his house stood, 32. n. 

— solicited to join Caesar and Crassus, 35. n. 

— r his design of taking up arms against bis country, examin- 
ed, 35. n. 

— deserted by Pompey, 36. n. 
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INDEX. 

Cicero, Csesar offered tp take him into Gaul as bis lieute- 
nant, 40. n. 
-7 letter to Quintus Metellus Nepos, 45. 

— the treachery of Clodius to him, 45, n. 

— recalled from banishment, 47. n. 

— letters to Publius Lentulus, 50, 6l, 65, 66, 69, 72, 74, 

92,111,157. 

— the part he took in placing Ptolemy in this kingdom, 53. 

— letter to Quintus Valerius Orca, 57. 

— recommends his African friends, 57* 

— his friendship to Lentulus, 6*9- 

— compares the fate of Lentulus with his owb, 74* 

— letter to Lucius Lucceius, 75. 

— served as a volunteer under the father of Pompey, 77* n. 

— wishes to have his life portraited by Lucceius in an his* 

tory of Catiline's conspiracy, 80. 

— purposes to be his own historian if Lucceius refuses it, 8$. 

— his vanity, 88. n. 

w- letter to htm from Quintus Metellus Nepos, 89* » 

— letter to Quintus Ancharius, 91. 

— his and Pompey's advice to Lentulus, 96, 
— - his duplicity in the affair of Ptolemy, 96. ft* 

— sometimes represents his approbation and condemnation 

of the same actions, 96. n. 103. n. 
' — exhorts Lentulus to a well-regulated ambition, 102. 

— makes immoderate and fatal concessions to the ambition 

of Csesar, 103. n. 

— letter to Fabius Gallus, 105.il. 306. iii. 48, 54. 

— statues purchased for him, 106\ 

— prefers paintings to statues, 109. 

— motives of his attachment to Pompey, 119. 

— motives of his ambitioir, 112. 

— letter to Marcus Marius, 116, 262, ii. 197> £$*• 

— on public shews, 110. 

— advantages he derived from &sopus, 119* n. 

— dissatisfied in his situation of public advocate, 125. 

— wholly under the influence of Pompey and Caesar, 125, n. 

— letter to Quintus PhiKppus, 127, 210. 
-<- letter to Marcus Licinius Crassus, 128. 

— supposed insincerity of his professed friendship for Craa* 

sus, 128, n. 
<— letters to Julius C&sar, f. 134. ii. 462. 464, 

— letters to Trebatius, 138, 140, 142, 144,147, 1*9, 154, 

221,229, <32, 235, 239, 2*7, 261,266. iii. 126, 129; 

— letter to Munatius, 148. 

— reconciled to Caesar and Appius, 159* 

3 
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Cicero, defence of his appearing advocate for Vatinius, 160. 
—>~ traces the motives for his conduct, 16*0. 

— the Atrium Ubertatu erected as a monument for his ser- 

vices, l6l. n. 

— the inscription ordered to be restored, l6l. n. 

— his houses pillaged and burnt by order of Clodius, 162. n. 
*••* adheres firmly to his political principles, 163. 

— the engagements on which Pompey favoured his recal, 

l67.il. 

— had no esteem for Pompey, 171. 

— his motives for uniting with Caesar, 173. 

'mm iii compliance to the law made against him by Clodius, 
he appears in mourning, and is joined by 80,000 
knights, 175. n. t 

~~> deserted by some of his friends, 175. 

— his recal opposed, 178. n. 

— his name defaced from his monument, and the name of 

Clodius inserted, 179* 

— inferior to Metellus iri his behaviour during banishment, 

182. n. 
~~ recalled from banishment by Lentulus, 183. 

— cause of his having promoted the honours of Caesar, 184. 

— blamed for having joined Pompey and C»sar, 186. n. 
*— defends Cato, 189* 

♦— provoked to engage in the defence of Vatinius, 190* 

— blamed for defending Aulus Gabinius, 191. n. 

— at variance with Crassus, 192. 

— reconciled in Crassus, 19S. 

— his support of Caesar and Pompey indefensible, 195. n. 

— principles on which he acted, 197. 

*— his character as a patriot depreciated, 197. n* 362. n. 

— sends three dialogues on oratory to LentuUs, 199. 

— delivers a poem on his banishment, sealed up, to his son, 

200. n. 

— letters to Lucius GaUeolus, 206, 207. 
<-*- letters to Curiut, 208. ii. 36l. iii. 73, 79. 

— letter to Basilius, 209. 

— letter to Lucceius Valerius, the lawyer, 212. 

— mistakes the. meaning of Homer, 214. n. 

— letters to Caius Curio, 217, 231, 236, 242, 245, 252, 

3195; 

— letters to Appius Pulcher, 225, 268, 270, 278, 300, 335, 

371, 444, 457, ii. 1, 23, 46, 54. 
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Cicerot Utters to Caius Meramius, 228, 244, 281. 

— letters to Coroificius, 234. iii; 6l, 64, 80, 150, 153; 15$, 

160, 166* 179, 230, 238, 241, 280, 356* 

— sends a letter in Greek to Caesar, 239. 
— - letter to Publius Sextiu9, 248. ' 

— his declaration of friendship for Sextius, 249* 

— supported Milo in bis election for the consulate* because 

his own dignities depended on it* 254. 

— letter to Titus Fadius, 258. 

— letter to Titus Titius, 260, ii. 158. 

— obtains the banishment of Bursa, 263. 

— *• conceives a stronger aversion to Bursa than he ever had 

against Clodius, 264. 
*- letters from Cwlius to him, 272, 292, 297, 304, 311, 

314, 353, 388, 437, 442. ii. 30, 43, 6l, 65 9 112, 123, 

145. 

— his political treatises universally read, 277* 

— intimately united with Patro, 284. 
— - his real sentiments of Patro, 286. 

— letters to Marcus Ccelius, 289, 367 > 385. ii. 18, 57 9 127* 

— often changes his opinion, or at least his language, re* 

specting Pompey, 290. n. 

— his administration of Cilicia commended, 2$2. n. 328. 

— shares, with his servant Philotimus, in the profit made by 

the purchase of his friend Milo's estates, at ah under 

value, 299. n. 
— letters to Marcus Marcellus, 320. ii. 298, 314. iii. 26. 
< — letters to Caius Marcellus, 322, 432. ii. 53. 

— letter to Caius Marcellus the elder, 323. 

— letter to Lucius Paulus, 324, 434. 

— letters to the consuls, the praetors, the tribunes of the 

people, and the senate, 327, 348. 

— takes Ariobarzanes under his protection, 330- 

— letters to Thermus, 335, 344, 399. 

t— displeased with the conduct of Appius, 337* 

— his edict for the government of Cilicia very different front 

that of Appius, 339. 

— letter to Marcus Cato, 342, 411. ii. 50. 

— cannot rely on the provincial militia, 531. 

— voluntary advocate for Tuccius, 355. 

— letters to Publius Silius, 366, 383, 393, 408, 475, 

— congratulates Ccelius on his aedileship, 367* 

— defence of himself against Appius, 371* 

— restrains the public expences in Cilicia, 37 S* 

Ouro's 
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Geero's declaration of friendship for Appius, 378* 
*^- lovters the interest of Money in Cilicfa, 380. 

— entitled to a triumph, 385. 

•^ gains k victof y 6ver the Parthians, 386. 

— his vanity, 386. 

— saldted with th^ title of linperatdt) 367. 
— - his esteem and affection for Nero, 393. 

— letter to Volumnius, 401. ii. 263. 

— wishes to retain his character of a wit, 4fc£. 
,— letter to Crassipes, 406. 

— his own account of hi« government of Cillcia, 413. 
t— his progress against the Parthians, 414. 

'~ takes Pihdinessum, 421. n. 

— preserved the commonwealth without drawing a swortl, 

tei. 

— refused the government of Macedonia, 424. 

— represents himself as a stranger to vain-glory, and desire 

of vulgar admiration, yet ambitious of military ho* 
nours, 424, 425. 

— very attentive to the Interest of the commonwealth", 

426. n. 

— calls philosophy for his advocate, 429. 

— Marcus Catb's lettef to him, 430. 

— accused by Appius Pulcher of neglect to him, 446. 

— prefers merit to distincti6n of birth, 447. 

— looks on Pompey as the greatest man the world ever pro- 

duced, 448. 

— lettef* to Cafus Casshis, 450. ii. 443, 450. iii. 121, 142, 

148, 192, 199, 219, 364, 365. 

— letters toC. Titius Rufus, 474. ii. 91, 138. 

— wasr a native Of Arpinum in Italy, 474. ii. 144. n. 

— letter to PubKus Ca*srui, 476. 

— letter to the inhabitants of Fregelfe, 4/6. 

VOL. II. 

— promises tti support the honour of Appios Pulcher, ii. 2* 

— insincerity of his professions, 6. n. 

— his obligations to Pompey, 12. 

— not under the obligations to Pompey which he pretended, 

12. n. 
-*- observations on his defence of Milo, 15; h. 

— letters to Papirius Psetus, 15, 191, 253, 26$, 271, 273, 

276, 280, 317, 351. iii. 201. 

— wore out Jtenojraon's Life of Cyrus with reading R, 16. 
— l *nt friendship with Marcus Fabius, 16. 

Vol. III. Dd Gcera> 
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Cicero, letter to Ceelius Caldus, 18, 

— his expressions of joy on the acquittal of Appius Pulcher, 

24. 
— • his character of Appius Pulcher in a former letter to At- 
ticus, 25. n. 

— formed different opinions of Pompey at different times, 

27. n. 

— friendship for Appius Pulcher, 29* 

— difficulty in procuring a thanksgiving, 30, 32., 

— courted both by Pompey and Caesar, 33. n* 

— letter to Canninius Sallustius,'37. 

— studied oratory at Rhodes under Molo, 37, n. 

— anxious to leave his province at the expiration of the 

year, 37. ... 
'—intends to deposit a copy of his quaestor's accounts at 
Apamea, 3£. 

— advises the Parthian plunder to be laid out in behalf of 

the public, 39. 
■ — not on good terms with Bibulus, 40. 
~ congratulated on bis alliance with Dolabella, 43. 

— received the account of the death of Hortensius with real 

concern, 45. n. •,..-.'' 

— his thoughts oh the marriage of Dolabella with Tullia; 

48. 

— does not forgive Cato for refuting him a thanksgiving, 

51. n. 

— acknowledges himself obliged to Cato, 52. 

— acknowledges his obligations to Appius Pulcher, 54. 

— his disquietude on the dark prospect of public affairs* 

58. 
— - leaves the administration" of Cilicia to Caldus, 58. 

— letters to Terehtia and Tullia, 70, 100, 102. 

— arrives at Athens, 70. 

— laments the death of Precius, who left him a legacy, 

71. 

— letters to Tiro, 72, 75, 76, 77, 79, 81, 83, 87, 105, 

115,. .116, 117. iii. 1, 27, 31, 34, 38, 85, 90, 

154. 
— - his temper more than commonly warm, 73, n. 
< — in hopes of obtaining a triumph, 73, n, . . 

— detained at Corcyra by contrary winds, 82. 

— account of his voyage on his return from bis government, 

83. 

— met by Terentia at Brundisium, 84. 

• — resolves not to engage in party measures, 85. 

Cicero, 
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Ckefo arrives in the suburbs of Rome, 88. 

— finds Rome in civil war, 88. . " : 

— takes Capua in Italy under his protection, 50.* n. .. -- 
• — on the public expences of his government in Cilicia, 91. 

— pays a necessary obedience to the Julian law^ 93. 
— » his, honorary list, 97. 

— the money he left in the hands of the farmers of the/eve- 

nues at Ephesus seifeed for Pompey, 99. 

— his wife and daughter leave Rome, 102. n. 

— with ail the friends of the republic, abandon Rome, 105* .. 

— follows Pompey into Greece, but would not accept a com* . 

mand in Pompey's army, 108. n. ' . 

— letter to Servius Sulpicius, 119, 136, 283, 410, 4U,_ 

416, 418, 419, 420, 421 , 422, 424, 425, 427, 429- «*• - 
13. 

— will not .take his seat in the senate without full liberty of. 

speaking his sentiments, 122, 

— had formed a resolution of following Pompey into Greece, 

123. n. 

— averse to Pompey's deserting Rome, 130. 

— resumes his intention of following Pompey into Greece*. 

131. n. 

— professes that his aim was to preserve the peace of his coun- 

try, 131. * . 

— determines to wait the event of Caesar's expedition inL 

Spain, 134. n* 

— resolves to retire from Rome, 137. 

— letters to Terentia, 141, 151, 152, 154, 156, 157, l62, 

165, 166, 168, 169, 176, 177, 179- 

— attributes his cure to Apollo and Esculapius, 141. 

— joins Pompey in Greece, 141. n. 

— * his political character stated, 142. n. 

— Dolabella's letter to Cicero, 148. 

— Dolabella endeavours to persuade Cicero to quitPom-^ 

pey's party, 148. 

— conjecture respecting some money which he wishes to have- 

paid, 152. a, 

— quits Pompey's party, 154. n, 

— Pompey exasperated against.him, 154, 

-*• scarcely ever executed an important resolution without^ 

repenting immediately, 154, 
— • his severe anxiety, 156. 

— consoles Titius on the loss of his son, 158> 

— thoughts on a future state, l60, 

..-•... D d 2 Cicero, 
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Cicero, letters to Acilins, 164, 167, 170, 175, 17*, ISO, 18fc 

— reproaches himself with negligence respecting bis daugh- 

ter Tullia, 166. 

— letters to Cassius, 1?1. # . 

reasons why he declined a perseverance m the civil war, 

171* 

— had an interview with Cassar in Italy, 179» n- 

— letters to Trebonius, 181 , 324. 

— acknowledges fevours received from Trebonius, 182. 

— the palm of eloquence contested by Calvus, 185. 

— letters to Sextilius Rufus, 188* 

— repents that he joined Pompey, 19* 

— advised Porapey to propose terms of accommodation to 

Caesar, 199* 

— leys down his arms and returns to Italy, SOI. 

— motives and defence of his conduct, 204* 

— letter to Cneius PJancins, 20& . ^ a«r 

— laments the present and impending calamities, 207- 

— his wife Terentia divorced, 208. n. 
~ letter to Toraaius, 210, 215. 

— letters to Marcus Terentius Varro, 213, 234, 280, 240, 

243, 244, 248. i». 35. 

— letter to Domitius, 217- 

-a- advice to Domititis against stricide, 218. 

— letters to Lucius Plancus, 221. m. 134, 147, l**t 190, 

214, 228, 258, 26*0, 284, 311, 331, 854. 

— his friendship for Plaacus, 222. 

_ declares that he joined Pompey contrary to his own in- 
dotation, in cempJi**c« with the solicitation and au- 
thority of others, 235. , A „_ 1 > m _ 

— blamed for not standing neuter m tbo wa* between Wan- 

pey and Caesar, 226, n. 
«— letters to AlHemis, 227, 23*. 

— letter to Lucius Mercinius, 228. 

— censures Pompey for hjs conduct towards «■>**• 

— obliged to associate with the Cesarean party, 239- 

— declares that he never sacked the public good to h* 

own private views, 229- . , . ,. 

-^rejected the doctrine of the immortality** the swid m nw- 
private opinion, 232. nv juc.^-a. 

— held different opinions of the sac* thing, at different 

times, 232. n. 

— motives for not quitting* RomO, »•* Cicero 
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Cicero, letter* to Apulehts, 242, 247. 

— his reasons for keeping Varro within bis reach, 245. n, 

— inclined to join the strongest party, 250. 

— thinks it best not to disgust Caesar or hi* favourites, 255. 

— institutes a kind of academy for eloquence at his own 

house, 260. n. 266, 969. 

— intends a visit to Papirius P*tus, 26 1* 

— - resolves to retire into the secret shades of philosophy* 
265. 

— his thoughts on Cato's death, 267* 

— becomes an absolute epicurean, 277* 

— general sketch of his manner of life, 279> *52. 

' — laments the desolation of the commonwealth, 284* 

— consecrates all his time and attention to philosophy, 

287. 

— letters to Servitius Isauricos, 289> &&> $&>> **7> *7*» 

884, 396. 

— letter to Nigidius Figulus, 291. 

— finds himself divested of all his credit, authority, and 

honours, and thinks it a crime to continue to live, 
293. 

— wishes to insinuate himself into the friendship of Css» 

sar, and pretends that modesty keeps him from inti- 
macy, 296. 

— disapproved of the manner in which the civil war wet 

carried on, 299- 

— could plead the merit of -having yielded after he was don- ' 

quered, 303. 
t- letters toTrebianus, 304, 310, 

— letter to Quintus Gallius, 313. 

— letters to Dolabella, 324, 400, 447, 459, <H. 4, 67 9 9** 

— letters to Marcus Brutus, 3*6, 333, 335, 342, 349. 

— letter to Ligarius, 330. 

— zealously patronize* the city of Arpinum, 337* 

— addresses' Ctesar on the pardon of Mercellus, 340. 

— thought it true wisdom to yield to the circumstances of 

the times, 344. 

— Marcus Marcellus's letter to him, 348. 

— letter to Ampins, 355. 

— not equally solicitous in all his recommendations, 360. 

— mixes with the chief of tho victorious faction, 362. 

— how far a patriot, 362. n. 

— letter to Ligarius, 364. 

-r- is said to have made Cosar tremble by bh rhetoric, 
S6S. n. 

D d 3 Cherts 
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Cicero's letter* to Aulus Caesina, 369, 881, 385. 

— letter to Titus Furfanius, 372. 
- — Caesina's letter to him, 373. 
— • his skill in divination, 387- 
*— could not support the thoughts of deserting Pompey. 

390. 
-— - advances daily in the friendship of Caesar, 395. 

— letter to Publius Sulpicius, 398. 

— letters to Aulus Torquatus, 403, 411. 

— letter to Lepta, 433- * 

— inscribed bis Orator to Brutus, 435. n. 

— letter tp. Aulus Torquatus, 437* 

— is appointed to judge between Nicias and Vidjus, 444. 

— Caius Cassius's letter to him, 455. 

— letters to Caesar, 462, 464. 

— Quintus Cicero's letter to him, 466. 

— gives Tiro his freedom, 467. 

— letter to Rex, 467. 

VOL. III. 

— laments the death of Tullia, 4, 14, 18. 

— his character detracted by his own nephew, 5. n. 

«— Servius Sulpicius's letter to Cicero, lamenting the death of 
Tullia, 6. 

— thinks Caesar by no means bis enemy, 1 7. 
~ letters to Lucius Lucceius, 18, 23., 

— advantages he derived from the advice of Lucceius, 18. 
r- Lucceius letter to Cicero, 21. 

— laments how few friends he has left, and the miseries of 

life, 23. 

— Vatinius's letter to Cicero, 32. 

— sends four dialogues called Academica to Varro, 36. 

' — writes a dialogue between Atticus Varro and himself, 
St. 

— letters to Quintus Valerius Orca, 41, 46. 

— recommends the citizens of Volaterra to Orca's protec- 

tion, 41. 

— Macula offers him the use of his house, 44. 
— - letter to Cluvius, 51. . 

— recommends the citizens of Atela to the protection of Clu- 

vius, 52. 

— letter to Marcus Rutilius, 56. 

— letter to Vatinius, 58. - 

— Curius's letter to Cicero, 63. 

— blamed for not enquiring into the conduct of Dolabelle,- 

67. n. 
•— letter to Auctus, 77. . : 

Cicero 
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Cicero favoured the conspirators against Caesar, 8$ n. 

— sends Tiro to Rome to receive his debts, 87. 
* — letter to Brthynicus, 89. 

— no real friendship between him and Antony, 91. n. 

— approves of Dolabella's consular conduct, 93. 

— praises the conduct of Brutus on the ides of March, 96. 

— letters to Trebonius, 99, 195. 
' — Trebonius's letter to, 102. 

— character of his son, 102. 

— letters to Matius, 105, 112. 
— ? friendship for Matius, 106. 

— reviled that man [Caesar] when dead, whom lie was the 

first to flatter when living, 111. n. 

— his declarations of friendship to Brutus and Cassius, 121. 

— letter to Oppius, 124. 

— motive of his intended voyage into Greece, 134, n. 

— Decimus Brutus' letters to, 138, 256, 26l, 268, 287, 2£1, 

306,310,338. 

— letters to Decimus Brutus, 139, 141, 158, l6l, 163, 182, 

276, 281, 286, 339, 346, 360, 371. 

— neglects attending the senate when divine honours were 

to be voted to Caesar, 143. n. 

— cannot appear with safety in the senate, 143. 

— the occasion of his 1st and 2d Philippic, 143. n. 

- — declines speaking when the senate is surrounded with sol- 
diers, 147. 

— reproaches the conspirators for sparing Antony, 148. 

— laments that he was not one of the conspirators, 148, 

192,195. 

— supposed by Antony to have been one of the conspira- 

tors, 142, 149. 
* — favoured the design of Octavius against the life of Ah-" 
tony, 151. n. 

— had a design of publishing his letters, 154. 

— found it necessary to move from Rome, 158. n. 

— the killing of Caesar the noblest enterprize recorded by 
history, 159. 

— encourages Brutus to act without waiting for the sane-* 

tion of the senate, l6l. 

— the occasion of the 3d and 4th Philippics, 165, 196, n. 

— Bythinicus's letter to Cicero, 176. 

— his flattery of Plaucus in order to gain him over to his 

party, 184, 190. 

— Plancus's letters to Cicero, 187, 221, 233, 253, 265, 

270, 278, 295, 298, 342, 377. • 

D d 4 * • Cicero 
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Cicero becomes popular, 194, 

— a design to destroy W» ?02, 

*— Caius Cassius's letters to, 205, 213, 272, $73» 

— Asiniu* Polljo's letters to, 2Q7, 333,34$, 

— his advice to Plancus, 21$. 

— letter to Lapidus^ 217* 

— is always ready to assist Plancus with his advice and in- 

terest, 230. 
— - hopes for a favourable turn in the affairs, of the stale, 
232. 

— recommends Plancus to persevere, 23j). 

— r places a statue of tyinerva in the temple of Jupiter, 
241. n. 

— was the only man who dared to assert his freedom and 

independency in the senate, 244. 

— his engagements with Qctavius, 245. n. 

« — inveighed against the, measures of Antony, 244. 

— Gatba's letter to, 249. 

— Qctavius refuses to hearken to, his advice, 263. 

— his disappointment in Antony not bejng defeated, 282. 

— a/1 vises Planci}$ not to wait for the sanction of the senate* 

285. 

— Marcus Lepio'u&'s letter to, 292. 

— letter to. Furnius, 303, 36l. 

— displeases Octavius by an ambiguous expression, 306. . 

— Lentulus's letter to, 313. 

— will not expose himself to any danger that prudence cm 

prevent 340. 

— Cassius Quaestor's letter to, 366. 

— r his eloquence of more avail than all the armies of tbe.it 
generals, 367. 

— honours paid him by the populace, 367* n, 

r- the ruin of the republic would have been, prevented by 
following his advice, 372. n. 

— letter to Aropius, 376. 

— Plancus's letter to, 377. 

— artfully ensnared by Octavius, 381. 

— - conjecture how far he assisted Petavius in obtaining th& 
consulate, 381. n. 

— was sacrificed to the resentment of Antony, 384. n. 

— his composure at his death, 384. n. 



Cicero, the Younger, letters to Tiro, iii. 171, 176. 

— account of him, iii. 171. n. 

— lived withCratippus both as his son and pupil, iii. 172. 

Occtq 
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<ftgr* tfc Tftfflper, hia itu/lies, *i, 173. 

— his courage and conduct, iii. 320. 
Cilicidy extent of that province, i. 327, n. 466. 
••*- military preparations there fey Cice.ro, i, $28. 

— added to the provinces by P. Servilius, i. 328. o. 

— praton dra*r lots fof the government of, i, 363. 

—i prevent^ by Cm ro from sending deputies to thank Ap* 
'pmt i. 373. 

— severely plundered by Appius, i. 377, n. 
Ciiixy i. 226. 

Ct/o Magiut qtabs Marcellus, and then kills himself, iii. 2$. 
Ctn^ff, his treachery to C»s*r, ii. 366, n. 
Gfieas, ii. 15, l$<p* 
Cvpivty saying of, iu. 48. 

Circassian games consisted of shews of various kino's, ii. 63. n. 
Civil War, victory the supreme evil of, ii. 230. 
Cleopatra, ii. 155, n. 

Clodius procures a law that no person shall harbour Cicero> 
i. 26, n. 

— treachery to Cieero, I. 45, n, 

t- pillages and burns. Cicero's houses, i. \$% a, 

— an enemy to th'e laws and tranquillity of Rome, i. 170. 

— a/ter having driven Cicero from Home, opposes Pompejr 

and Caesar, i. 172* n. 176, n, 
7— his schemes against Cicero, i. 174, n. 

— law procured by him, i. 174, n. 

— intrudes on the Matrons mysteries, i. 177« 

— suspected of crim. con. with his three Asters, i. 178. a. 
_ — opposes the recal of Cicero, i. 178, n, 

~ impeached by Milo, as a disturber of the public peace, 
i. 178, n. 

— killed by Milo, i. 257, n. 

— his funeral pile made of the benches of the senaterhoqae, 

i. 263, n. " 

Clodius, Marcuaf, recommended by Cicero to Acilius, ii, \J% 
Cluvim, i. 944. 

— the cities of Myleta and Akbaada indebted to him, i. 

344. 

— has demands on fteraclea Bargvlos and Caunus, i. 345* 

— his dispute with the Caunians, i, 346, n. 

— Cicero's letters to, iii. 51. 
Coccehu, iu 242. 

GbHus, Marcus, letters to Cicero, i. 272 ? 293, 2$7, 304* 
311, 314, 353, 388, 437, 442, ii. $Q, 49, 6l, 6$, 
112, 123, 14$. 

Cadius 
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Calm, Cicero's letters to him, i. 289, 367, 383, 455, 462, 

467, ii. 20, 57 9 127. 
— - account of, i. 273, ti; 

— wishes Cicero to address some of bis works to him,' i. 

299. 

— complains of the ingratitude of Appius, ii. 6l. 

— Caius Domitius becomes his most bitter enemy, ii. 6l. 

— Appius endeavours to persuade Servius to impeach him, 

ii. 62. 

— indicted on the Scantinian law, ii. 63. 

— lodges an information against Appius, ii. 63. 

— endeavours to persuade Pompey to join Caesar, ii. 123. 

— laments his having joined Caesar, ii. 145. 

— encourages Pompey's party at Rome, ii. 145. 

-— murdered by the soldiers of Caesar's faction, ii. 147, P. 
Cognosco explained, i. 214, n. 
Colophon, a city of Ionia, ii. 380. 
Comitial days, i. 360, n. 
Commagene, a part of Syria, i. 342. 
Confidence frequently passes for skill, i. 212. 
Conscript Fathers, the council of the republic addressed by 

that term, iii. 323. 
Consuls become infamous barterers for provinces, i. 174. 

— not under the age of 42, ii. 271, n. 

— might not be sued for until two years after having 

served the office of praetor, iii. 366, n. 
Consular s i whom, ii. 271, n. 
Corcyra, an island in the Ionian sea, now called Corfu, i. 

302, ii. 206. 
Corinth, a city of Peloponnesus, iii. 9. 
Cornelia visits the wife of Cicero, i. 21. 

— her character, i. 319, n. 
Cornelian law, i. 339, ii* 8, n. 
Cornelius, i, 21, 60. 
Cornjficius, i. 443. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 234, iii.6l, 64, 80, J 50, 153, 156, 

160,166,179,280,356. 

— account of him, iii. 6l, n. 

— lost bis life in defence of his province, iii. 360, n. 
Corporation, or municipal towns, i: 474, n. 

Cossinius, Lucius, recommended by Cicero tp Sulpicius, ii. 

421. 
Corcycus, in Cilicia, iii. 36p. 
Crassipes, i. 194. 

— married to Tullia, i. 104. 

• Crasippes, 
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Crasippcs, Cicero's letter to, i. 406. 

Cra$*u$f Marcus Licinius, Cicero's letter to, i. 128. 

— Cicero's profession of friendship for him, i. 128. 

— gives a general treat on 10,000 tables, and three months 

provisions of corn, i. 128, n. ' . 

— accepts the province of Syria, with a design of making 

war on the Parthians, i. 128, n. 
~, regulated his attachment' by his interest* i/ 133, n. 

— his son heads a body of knights in support of Cicero, i. 

175, n. 

— cause of variance between him and Cicero, i. 190. 

— sets off lot Syria, i. 193, n. 

— account of hiro, ii. 319, n. 
Criminals employed on the roads, i. 122, n. 
Cromwell, paragram of his, i. 402, n. 
CromyatrU, in Cyprus, iii. 371. 

Cularo, on the frontiers of the Allobroges, now Grenoble, 

iii. 346. 
Culea returns to Lepidus, iii. 293. 
Culleolus, Lucius, Cicero's letters to, i. 206, 207* 
Cumce, a city in Campania, i. 274, n. 
Curia,, their votes considered as the voice of the people, i. 

202, n. 
Curio, Caius, i. 66. ii. 30. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 217, 231, 236, 242, 245, 252, 

395. 

— his character, i. 217, 231, n. 307, n. 

— his debts paid by Caesar, i. 218, n. 

— lost his life before the battle of Pharsalia, i. 218, n. 
— - his infamous intercourse with Antony, i. 220,. n. 

— gives public games, i. 238, d. 
— • theatre, i. 294. 

— gives panthers to Coelius, i. 316, 365. 

— prepares to oppose the demands of Cicero, i. 365. 

— joins Caesar's party, i. 441. 

— becomes a convert to Cassar, i. 470. 
Curius, ii. 19. 

— Cicero's letters .to, i. 208 y ii. 36l, iii. 63, 75, 79. 

— account of him, ii. 36l, n. 

Curius, Manius, recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, ii. 
410. 

— Marcus, recommended by Cicero to Auctus, iii. 78. 
Curtius, ii: 134, iii, 46. 

Curiius, Publius, executed, by order of Poropey, for trea- 
chery, ii. 454. 

Cur\lc 
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Curule magistrates drawn in a car, it. 192, n, 

Curous,. Lucius Genucilius, recommended by Cicero to Ther* 
mus, i. 335. 

Cudpn*) Publius, i. 58. 

Custidius, Lucius, i. 474. 

Cybira, a city of Lycaonia, ii. 419* 

Ciberitce hunt panthers, i. 3i6. 

Cyprus had a peculiar claim on the patronage of Cato, t. 
426, n. 

Cyprus extremely oppressed under the government of Pto- 
lemy, i. 428, n. 

Cyzicum 9 a town in the island of Propontis, i. 27. 

Dalmatian Vatinius's victories in, iii. 72* 

Damasippus, L 106, 109. 

Death to be wished for, after the loss of liberty in a country, 

iii. 7. 
— - consolation drawn from the prospect of ruined cities, 

iii. 9* 

— Addison's reflections amongst the repositories of the dead* 

iii. 10, n. 

— in an honest cause ought never to be shunned, iii* 115* 
Decemviri, account of, iii. 281. 

— appointed to distribute lands to the soldiers, iii. 308. 
Peemrw, that office explained, ii. 433. 

Dciotarus, prince of Galatia, i. 388, 390, 418, 428, ii. 173, n. 

— his character, i* 329, n. 

— his great army, i. 352. • 

— offers to join Cicero with his, forces, i. 4l6. 
Demetrius* Magus, on being granted the freedom of Rome, 

x took the name of Publtus Cornelius, ii. l&T*. 
Demetrius, a celebrated author, iii. 3. 
Democritus of Sicyon, ii. 227* 
Dialogue writers have the privilege of drawing up dialogues 

which bad never taken place, iii. 3?. 
Dictator, a magistrate invested with supreme and absolute 

power, i. 309, n. 
Diodorue, a Greek philosopher, ii. 240, n. 
Diodotus, a Stoic philosopher,. ii. 241, a. 
Diogenes, Laertius, preserved the will of : Epicurus, i. 286, n» 
Dion Cassius, i. 24, n. 36, n. 56, n. 
Dionymus, i *84* n. 

— steals books from Cicero's library, ii. 399. 
Divination attended to by the senate, i. 68. 
«— derived from the Etruscans, ii. 386, n. 

; 1 - Dolabelfo 
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Dolabella exhibits articles of impeachment against Appiut, i. 
437. 

— his wife obtains a divorce, i. 433. 

— ungrateful to his patron, ii. 5. 

— marries Tullia, ii. 43, 47 , 58. 
-r-joins Caesar, ii. 108. 

— letter to Cicero, ii. 148. 

— his character, ii. 143, n. iii. 67, n. 

— endeavours to persuade Cicero to leave Pompey, ii. 150. 

— his neglect of Tullia, ii. l65. 

— divorce purposed, ii. l6~9« 

— reasons for a divorce, ii. l6*9> »• 

--* employs his power to seditions purposes, ii. 169, n. 

— attended Caesar in the African war, ii. 247. • 

— Cicero's letters to him, ii. 444, 459. ">« 4, 67, 92* 

— doubts whether the marriage with Tullia was dissolved, 

iii. 4, 7, n. . 

—-disperses the mob that gathered about Caesar's altar, iii. 

93, n. 
— - saves the commonwealth as well as the city, iii. $0. 
—* if he should not succeed in Syria, intends to join Antony, 

iii. 313. 

— obliged to abandon the siege of Antiochia, iii. 31 6. 

— puts an end to his life by commanding one of his slaves to 

be his executioner, iii. 3l6, n. 
— - in bis march from Asia laid waste 1 the country, and sets- 
, ed the public money, iii. 321. 

— his fleet destroyed by Lentulus, iii. 322^ 

— the gates of Antiochia shut against hiro, and his troops 

desert him, iii. 327. 
■— defeated by Cassius, iii. 364, n. 

— collects his forces at Laodicea, iii. 370. 

— price of wheat in his camp, iii. 370. 

Domitian improved Augustus's poetical court of judica- 
ture, i. 118, n. 
Domitii, ii. 33. 
Domitius, Cicero's letter to, ii. 217* 

— account of him, ii. 217* n. . 

Domitius, Lucius Enobarbus, on* of Caesar's avowed ene- 
mies, i. 276, nu 
^— disappointed in his election* ii. €5. 

— seized and strangled by Bellienus, ii. 113. 
~ treated by Caesar with generosity, ii. 116. 
Dyrrachivm, a city in Macedonia, now Darazzi, i. 39* ii* 

148, a, 

3W«* 
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Eggs the first dish at every table, ii. 277, n. 
Egnatius,i. 127. 

— recommended by Cicero to Silius, i. 475. 

Egnatius, Lucius, recbmmended by Cicero to Apuleius, »«, 

242. 
Egnatius, Titus, recommended by Cicero to Isauricus, ii» 

360. 
Elephants, terrible slaughter of, i. 124. 

— supposed to partake, in some degree, of rational faculties, . 

i. 124. i 

— drawn up in the front of Scipio's army, ii. 251, n. | 
Elis, a city of Peloponnesus, ii. 426. j 
Elocution, contrast between that of Rome and Britain, ii» - \ 

269, n. j 

Eloquence not venal at Rome, i. 21, n. 

— the power of, ii. 365, n. 
Epaminondas, his glorious death, i. 81. 
Bporcdia, a town near Vercella, iii. 310. 
Ephesus, a city in Ionia, i. 303. 
Epicureans, their principles ridiculed, i. 229. 

Epicurus left his school and gardens to the sect of philosophers 
called by his name, i. 286, n. 

— their absurd doctrine of ideas, ii. 353, n. 
Eptpkanea, a city in Cilicia, i. 418. 
Epirus contiguous to Greece, ii. 415. 

Epistolary correspondence, the proper subjects for, i. 242. 
Equestrian order, coalition of, with the senate, ii. 230, n. 

— required an estate equal to about 30001. ii. 46l, n. 
Etesian winds, ii. 54, 60. 

Evander, Caius, i. 228. 

Evocati troops composed of. experienced soldiers, i. 340. 

Euripides' death occasioned by excessive joy, ii. 111. 

Euthydemus, i. 344. 

Eutrapelus, ii. 352. 

Fabim, Quintus, i. 270. 
Fabius, Marcus, i. 450, 455. 

— his friendship with Cicero, ii. 16. 

— Cicero's character of, ii. 16. 

— his brother intends selling an estate at Herculaneum, ii. 17. 
Fadius, Titus, letter of consolation to, on his banishment, i.- 

258. 

— burnt to death by order of Balbus, for refusing to enter 

the lists at the gladiatorial games, iii. 351. 
Falernian wines, iii. 44. 

Farmers 
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Farmers of the public revenues, i. 114, d. 

-— decree in their favour by Lentulus, i. 2Q4, n. 

Favonius, i. 318. ii. 32. 

.Feasts of the Romans, ii. 277. n. 

Feridius, Marcus, recommended by Calius to Cicero, i. 317. 

Flhccus, Avianus, and his two sons, recommended by Cicero 
to Allienus, ii. 233. 

FlacatSy Marcus, i. 26. 

Flavius, Caius, recommended by Cicero to Acilius, ii. 167. 

Forum, a place of general resort, iii. 24. 

Forum Voconu, a town in Provence, now called Le Luc, iii. 
278. 

Fragelle, Cicero's letter to the magistrates of, i. 476. 

Friendship, private, ought to give way to more extensive ob- 
ligations, i. 169. 

Fufidius recommended by Cicero to Brutus, i. 335. 

Furfaiiius, Cicero's letter to, ii. 372. 

Furnius, i. 392, 454, ii. 32, iii. 3fil. 

* — Cicero's letter to, iii. 303. 

— Cicero encourages him to seek glory in the field rather 

than claim honours at home, iii. 304. 
Fusius, Aulus, recommended by Cicero to Memmius, i. 

244. 
Fusius, Quintus, i. 21. 
Future state, Cicero's thoughts on, i. 16*0. 

Gabimus, Aulus, i. 37, n. 174, n. 

— character of, by Cicero, i. 191> n. 

— first opposed and afterwards defended by Cicero, i. 

191, n. 
Gades, now Cadiz, iii. 334. 
Gallius y Quintus Cicero's letters to, ii. 313, 400. 
Gallus, i. 110, n. 

— Fabius, Cicero's letters to, i. 47, 105. ii. 306. iii. 48. 

54. 
—- : conjecture concerning him, ii. 306, n. 
Games public, are instances of wealth, not of merit, i. 237* 
Gaul, Cisalpine, how divided,, i. 274, n. 

— orders and decrees of the senate concerning, i. 359. 
Gellius, Lucius, acts for the interest ISt the Republic, iii. 

279. 
Gemellus, Memmius, recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, ii. 

417. 
Gladiators, when first introduced at Rome, i. 222. n, 

Gnatho f 
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Gnatho, i. 190. 

Gorgias y a statue of solid gold erected Id his rfafctodrf, *fl. 

354, n. 
Government does not require an absolute pe*se>erttncd in 609 

system of measures, j. 195. 
*-** best security iti the affections of the people, i. 333. 
Gracchus f Semprooius, i. 104, n. 
Granius, account of him, ii. 31$, n. 
GretioHSj carelessness their general characteristic, ii* Tf. 
Greek farces, i. 121* n. 
BroVest consecrated, Hi. 127* «• 

Hageftretes rectonl mended by Cicero to Subacids, ii. 444. 

Hammtmbti recommended by Cicero to SulrJiriu6, H. 420. 

Helico, iii. 39. 

Heraclea, a city in Caria, i. 345. 

Herculaneum, ii. 17. 

Hercules, story of Pleasure and Virtue appearing to* bin, i„ 

79, n. 
HerenniuSy ii. 182, n. 

Hesiod, his writings recommended by Cicero, ii. 440. 
Hippias, recommended by Cicero to Atilius, ii. 18$. 
Hippius, recommended by Cicero to the magistrates of Fra~ 

gele, i. 476. 
Hirrus, i. 297, 3&5, ii. 31, 57. 

— supported by Pompey, i. 308. 

— character of, i. 295, n. 

— affects to act the patriot > K 314. 
Hirtiusy ii. 26$. iff. 83. 

— did not go with Caesar into Africa, ii. 249* 

— conducted himself as a consummate general, iii* 335. 
Hispalis, a dfty 0/ Spain, Hi. 352.- 

Hispo recommended by Cicero to Silius, i. 408. 

hissing, displeasttre shewn" by, ii. 3$, n. 

Homer, a passage misapplied by Cicero, i. 214. 

Honour ', thcnext tt> being applauded by the worthy, is to be 

abused by the worthless, iii. 50. n. 
Hortensius, i. 35, d. 3$, n. 

— hi» death and Character, H. 45, tf. 

Hoeptiattty considered as a primary sotrfrl duty, ii. 113, ft. 
Hyberbole, a figure of speech, i. 402, n. 
— a prevailing figure whh Caesaf, iir. §&, tr. 
Hypocrisy, necessity of, for a man to keep well with the 
world, if. 7> n. 

Hypocrite* 
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Hypocrites, prayer objects of ridicule, ii. 6$. a* 
Hypsceus, i. 55. 

Iamblicas, an Arabian pbylarcb, i. 349. 

Ieonfum, a city of Cilieia, i, 306. 

IUyricum, comprehended Austria, Hungary, Sclavpaia, Bos* 

aia, and Dalmatia, jl. 3& n. 
Imperator, during tbe times of tbe republic, explained, i. l.n# 
Integrity, cannot be gjken up with a good grace, i. H>9. n. 
IntimeUum, a maritime city in Liguria, ii. 113. n. 
Intercalation, performed by the pontifical college at their 

discretion, u 266. a. >\ 

Intercessor, witticism of Cicero on, ii. 907* »♦ 
Interest of money lowered in Cilieia by Cicero, i. 9&0> b. 
Intersex, tibatofio* explained, i. 821. n. 
Issus, a city on tbe frontiers of Cilieia and Syria, i. 387* 

— Alexander, having defeated Darius, consecrated three al- 

tars there, i. 419* n. 
Jfo/y, cause of tbe war, i. 77* »• 

— government of the corporate towns, i. 121. m 
Jyjbm, account of, and his death, ii. fjoi. a. 
Julia, Caesar's daughter, her death, i. 147. n» 
Julian law, ii. 38. 

Julius, Lucius, i. 59* 
Junius, i. 108. 

LaberinS) account x>U i- £23. n. 
Labienus goes over to Pompey's party, iL 101, i08# 
Zdtftt, i. 307* 

Lcelius, and Scipio Africanus, their friendship* iifl« 
Lcenius, Marcus, recommended by Cicero to.Silitts, i. 383* 
Lamia, i. 870. -* 

• — supported by Cicero in his election for praetor* nu 140# 
Laodicea, a city of Phrygia, i. 302, 309, 3 10. 
Larissa, two cities of Jfeat seme in Theseajy, ii, 4&A» 
Laterensis, decreed by tbe senate a public Auteral, and a sta- 
tue to his memory, jti. 894* 
Latian festivals, instituted by Poropey, i. MO. n. ^ 
.Lafta language tote used by governor* ©fpcovin©OB, a* 4fi4.*# 
Latium, a part of Italy, made feee of Rome, *L 318. n. 
JLumtatorcs, wkaessesio thp character of petsotis <wbo we«a 

arraigned, i. l60. n. 
£ac» profession held in great esteem, i. tgf m n* 
Vox. III. Ee law, 
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Law, knowledge of, dot to be acquired merely by books, 

iii. 130. \ 

LegioHy number various at different periods, ii, 434. n. 

— how styled, iii. 162. h. 

Lentulus, Lucius, murdered by order of Ptolemy, ii. 267. n. 
■Uhttiliu, P. i.,37, 45. n. 54. n. 56. n. 125. n. 

— Cicero's letters to, u 50, 6l, 65, 66, 69, 72, 74, 92, 
; ill, 157. ' ■ > 

moves for the recal of Cicero, i. 46. n. 50. n. 

. thought the obligation to his country superior to every 

rother, i. ,50. ik 
. — proposed, and carried, a law in favour of Pompey, i. 56. n. 

— his friend*,- i. 93. ; 

— Pompey's advice to bim, i. 95. > 

— advised by Cicero to make himself master of Alexandria 

arid Egypt, i. 96. 
~ Pompey .his friend, i. 115. 

— raised and animated the republic by his patriotism, i. 173, 

— recalled Cicero from banishment, i. 183. 

— flatteryofCicexo 10 him, i. 198- 

— gives judgment against the farmers of the revenues, i. 

204. . . . . .. 

— letter to Cicero iii. 313. 

— takes Dolabella's transports, iii. 314. 

— complains of ill treatment from the Rhodians, .iii. 314. . 

— boasts of bis services, iii. 318. 

— letter to the consuls, senate, &c. iii, 321. 

— gives an account of Dolabella and his fleet, iii. 321. 
Lepidus delivers A pell a as an hostage, iii. 279* 

— letter to Cicero, iii. 292. 

— encamps near Forum Voconii, iii. 292. { 

— his professions of loyalty to the senate, iii.. 294. 
«— 'a few days after joins Antony, iii. 294. n. 

— Plancus joins him with his troops, iii. 295. 

— his'army not to be trusted, iii. 300. 

•— does not punish. a sedition in his army, iii. 301. 

— letter to the senate and people, iii. 328. 

— joins Antony, in. 338, 443. 

— his sincerity doubted by Piancus, iii. 342. 

— his infamous conduct, iii. 364, 366. 

— and his adherents declared public enemies by the senate, 

iii. 373. 
Lepta, i. 446. ii. 79* 

Leptt, 
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Lepta, Cicero's letters to, ii. 433. iii. 44. 

Letters frequently written by the Romans during their meals* 

ii. 351. 
Leucas, a Grecian island, now St. Maure, ii. 74. 
Liberty, a temple to, erected on the aeraof Cicero's house, i. 

32, n. 
IAbo, i. 55. 
Liciman law, i. 293. 
Lictors, a sort of beadles who attended the consuls, ore. ii. 

128. n. 
Ldgarius, Cicero's letter to, ii. 330. 

— account of him, ii. 330. n. 
— *• Cicero's letters to, ii. 364. 

— Cicero endeavours to obtain his pardon, ii. 364. 

' — after having obtained a pardon, joins Brutus in his con- 
spiracy against Caesar, ii. 366. n. 

— a great favourite of Caesar> his death, iii. 40. 
Ldtybceum, a sea-port in Sicily, ii. 178. 

Lions, 500 killed at Pompey's hunting matches, i. 123. n. 

Lollius, i. 358. 

Lucan, his character of Curio, i. 218. n. 

Lucca, a town of Cisalpine Gaul, i. 166. n. 

Lucceius,!. 206, ii. 95, 

— account of him, i. 75. n. 

— wrote the history of the Italic and Marian civil war?, i. 

76. 

— Cicero's letters to him, i,. 75. iii. 18, 23. 

— his firmness of mind, iii. 19* > 

— letter to Cicero, iii. 21 . 
Luceria, a city in Italy, ii. 175. 
Lucilius, account of, ii. 319- 
Lucinia, i. 109. 

Lucullus, i. 2. n. 54, 73. 

— infidelity of his wife, i. 282. n. 

Lupercal, a range of buildings at Rome, iii. 127. 

Lupus, u 55, 62. >. 

Lusitania, i. e. Portugal. 

Lycia, part of Asia Minor, iii. 313. 

Iqsippus, i. 83. 

Lyso, ii. 77 ', 178. 

— recommended by Cicero to Sulpicius, ii. 416, 423. 

Macrobius or Laberius, appeared first on the stage at 60 

years of age, i. 223. n. 
Macula offers Cicero the use of his house, iii. 44. 

£ e 2 Mcttius, 
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Maths, u 118. 

M#g*le*km games, i. *63. 

Maniiius, i. lol. 

Manlius, M**cu«, >L flfi7. 

•*- Titus itooomiaeuried % Cicero to $uipicitts, ii. 4jf0, 

Manners, superintendant of, ii. 322. 

Marcettinus, u 53, 6l. 

Marcellus, Caius, the elder, Cicero's letter to, i. 323. 

~ Gaiufc GkeiK/e Idtters to, i. 822, 43d. ii. S3. 

— Marcus, Cicero's letters to, i. 320, ii. 98,814, #48, 34$, 

iii. 26. 
•— account of, i. 320. n. 
~ warmly opposed by Caesar, i. 575* n. 

— slow add inactive, «i. 091. 
~ a proof ef his virtue, ii. 800. 

— during his voluntary >e»fle visited by Brutes, ii. 800. n. 

— Cicero endeavours to persuade -him to return, ii. 302. 

315, 343.- 

— gi ane of the noblest famines jn Italy, ii. 316. 

— obtains a pardon, iii. 338. 

— stabbed by Marios, iii. 29. 

— where buried, iii. 80. 

*— a monument to his memory erected 41 Athens at the pub- 
lic expence, iii. 31. 
Maritm civil wwrs, 4. 77. n. 
Mario, ii. 80. 
Marius, Marcus, i. 565. n. ii. 134. n, 

— cause of the civil wars, i. 77 • n. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 116, 262. ii. 197> *80* 

— characterised, i. 116. n. 

— horrid outrages of his party, ii. 2"8$. n. 
Master of tbe horse at Rome, ii. 174. 
Matius, i. 235. 

— Cicero's letters to, iii. 1*05. 

— his character, iii. $05. n. 

— gardening and poetry his favourite amuwmeflt, i& 
> 105. n. 

— letter to Cicero, iii. lid. 

— laments the death of Caesar, iii. 113. 

— reflections cast on him after tbe death of Cesar, fit. lift. 

— his friendship for Caesar, iii. 115. 
Mato, ii. 17. 

Matrinius, ii. 60. 
Mauritania, in Africa, iii. 348. 
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Maximum, Q. Fabiu*, hi* resolution when he fast fcis'son, 

. iii. 14. n* 
Medea, the story of tiha* pfey, i. 139. »• 
iltisgttrsv ar city neat Corinth, Hi; 9*. 
Metnmius, Caius, Cicero's letters to, i. 228, fc44, 251. 

— account of the fatally of, 'u 281. ri, 

— enters into an infamous association, and tarns informer, 

i. 281, n. 
— * banished, i. 282. n. 
-~ his dumpier, i. 2&£ a. 

— formed to make woman false, i. 282. n. 

Mcnander, Ampius, recommended' by Cicero, to fanufcUkj 
ii, 384. 

MesciniuSy ii. 78, 86. 

— Cicero's letter to, it. 9$$. 

• — recommended by Cicero to SoJpicros, fi. 429, 459. 
Mesiala, M, Val, tried and acquitted, r. 2J#. 

— condemned on a second impeachment, i. 304. 
Memenus, Publius, recommended by Cicero to Csssitss, k 4lf6* 
Metella, ii. 169. n. 

Metellus, i. 46. n. 50. n. 1 13, Be 178. n. 

Metdlus y Q, Caecil. Nepos, attempts to procure the rtcal of 

Pompey, i. 5. n. 
— • retires in disgust to Pompey, i. S* n. 

— censured' by the senate, i. 0. n» 

— Cicero's Fetter to, i, 45. 

— letter to Cicero, i. 89. 

— his character, i. 181. n. 

— - cause of his exile, i. 181. n> 

— superior to Cicero in acting consistently, i. 18$. a» 
Metellus, Q. Celer, Utter to Cicero,]. 5. 

— complains of the persecution of his relation. Metellui v i. &, 

— Cicero's letter to him* i. 7. 

— character of his wife, r. 11. n, 
Metros, i, 417. 

Milo, i. 7% 178. n. 

— supported by Cicero in his electa** to tire eomtihtt*, 

i. 25*. 

— dissipated tfwee considerable estates htsfcews, i. 2S3. n, 

— kills Clodius^K 357* iu 

— baitisbed, i. 257. n* 

— his estates sold, i. 298. n, 

— observations on» Cfeatofe tfotac* ol Wttr, h\ 13. m 
«~- suspected ctf a. design aganwt-PompeyVfife, ft. 14, n; 
MM, indications of a low and little, i. 85, n. 

£ e 3 Mini, 
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Mind, crimes, and not the injustice of others, ought to dis- 
turb its serenity, i. 252. 

Minerva, festival observed in a riotous manner, ii. 20. 

Mithridates, a brave but cruel prince,, overcome by Pom- 
pey, i. 2, n. 

Mitylene, capital of Lesbos, ii. 204. n. 298. n. 

Mol; i. 37. n. 

Money, scarcity of in Cappadocia, i. 330. n. 

Mopsuhesta, a city in Cilicia, i. 382. 

Mucia, married to Pompey, and afterwards divorced, i. 12. n. 

Mucins, i. 151. 

Munatius, Cicero's letter to, i. 148, 

Munda, a city in Granada, ii. 438. 

Murder, a master murdered in his own house, the slaves 
punished with death, iii. 30. n. 

Mushrooms in great esteem, ii. 323, 445. 

Mutina,* city of Cisalpine Gaul, iii. 163. 

Myleta, a city in Asia Minor, K 344* 

Ncanus, i. 85. 

Nar bonne in Provence, iii. 334. 

Narona in Liburnia,* now called Croatia, ii. 399. iii. 34* 

Nato, Otacilius, ii. 175. 

Nero, i. 394. 

— Cicero's esteem and affection for him, iii. 393. 
Nicea, city greatly indebted to Titus Pinius, i. 367* 
Nigidius, Figulus, Cicero's letter to, ii. 291. 

— account of him, ii. 291. n. 

— Caesar is inclined to call him from exile, iii. 295. 
Nobility amongst the Romans, i. 101 ; n. 
Noniamts, Considius, ii. 106. 

Numa regulates the public registers, i. 82. n. 
Number*, superstitious notions respecting, ii. 85. n. 
Nyso, protection for the citizens requested by Nero, i. 394* 

Obligations on asking, i. 253. 

Ocella, his amours* i. 443. 

Octavius takes the name of Augustus Caesar, iii. 87* n. 

— form a design against the life of Antony, iii. 151. 

— the design favoured by Cicero, iii. 151. n. 

— complains of the ambiguous expressions of Cicero, iii. 

306. 

— joins the triumvirate, iii. 345. n*. 384. n. 

— his conduct complained of by Plancus, iii* 380. 

Ottavim 
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Octavms advances with several legions, in order to demand 

the consulate, iii. 381. n. 
Oenomaus, story of that tragedy, ii. 257. n. 
Offilius, his opinion on wills, u 2<Jl. 
Omens observed by the Romans, i. 136. n. , 
Oppius, i. 127. ii. 134. 

— Cicero's letter to, iii. 124. 

Oppius, Lucius recommended by Cicero to Gallius, ii. 313. 
Optimates, their irresolution, ii. 34. 

Orators of Greece and Rome, studied both action and dic- 
tion, ii. 269. n. 
Oratory , three dialogues on, sent by Cicero to Lentulus, i. 

199. 
Orca, Q. Val. Cicero's letters to, i. 57. iii. 41, 46. 

— account of him, iii. 41. n. . 

Orfius purposed to be made king of Gaul by Caesar, i. 13 J! 

Oscian farces, account of, i. 121. 11. 

Ostia, a town on the mouth of the Tiber, ii. 248. 

Owls sent to Athens, a proverbial expression, ii. 236, 413. 

Pacorus, son. of Orodes, king of Parthia, encamps at Tyba, 

i. 349. 
Vastus, Lucius Castrinius, i. 296. 

— recommended by Cicero to Brutus, ii. 342. 

Pmtus, Papirius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 15, 19*> 253, 265, 
271,273,276,280,317,351. 

— a person of great wit and humour, ii. 15. n. 

— his noble descent, ii. 192. 

Palestra, or public building for various exercises, i. 107.. n. 
Pansa, i. 229. 

— died of his wounds, iii. 335. 

Panthers, to be procured forCcelius, i. 296, 310, 3l6, 365, 

463. 
Paphos, a city of Cyprus, ii. 188. 
Paragram, a species of pun, i. 402. "n. 
Parian, a city in Hellespontus, i. 335. 
Parthian, now a part of Persia, i. 31 1. n. 

— a son of the king of, married to a sister of the king of 

Armenia, i. 342. 

— army of, passes the Euphrates, i. 348, 382. 

— commits hostilities, i. 386. 

— progress of the army, i. 388. 
.— invade Syria, i. 414. 

— progress of Cicero against them, i. 417- 

— repulsed by Cassius, and driven out of Syria* i. 452. 
Patricians, higher and lower order, ii. 192. n. 

1 ^ Ee4 JVft 
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Party, ft range** always the best, ii. 67. 

Patisau, i. 316, 463, 

Patra, a city of Peloponnesus, ri. 74. ». 

Patriots, their duty to retire when they can no longer serve 

the state, iii f 213, n. 
Patriot, Cicero undeserving of that character, i. 197. •# h\ 

362. n. 
Paifoj Cicero's acquaintance with, i. 284. 

— wishes to be reconciled to Meiftmkra, i. 285. 
Partus, i. 392. ii. 30. n f 

-— Cicero's letters to, i. 324, 434. 

Pausamas, i. 123* n. 

Peacocks, great value of at Rome, ii. 26*9, 

Pearl, of the val*e of SOOOt. dissolved And dr*ni by the soa 

of i&sopus, the actor, i. 119. *. 
Pedutoamu, Curtius, Cicero's letters to, ?« 456. 
Peducasas acquitted, ii. 66* 
Pelops, story of the sons of, ii. $6% n. 
Pesstoust 8 i&lf in Phrygi*, ii. 21, 
Petreius, if. 109. 

Petrinum, a town in Campania, iii. 44. 
Phatdrus, i. 285. 

Phalaris, a sea- pott in Greece, Hi. 3. n> 
Phania, i. 467- 
PAa«w*,n 227, 301,336* 

— a person of conaomtoale politics, but of infinite curiosity, 

i. 225. 
Phamaces Makes ati excursion into Cappadocia, ftod the 

Lesser Armenia, ii. 173. n. 
Philemon, Metrillius, i. 240. 
Pkikterns, i. 30. 
Philippus, i. 6l f n, 

— Quintus Cicero's letters, to i. 127, 210. 
*— conjecture concerning him, i. 127. m 
Philo, i. 285. ii. 21. 

— recommended by Cicero to Acilins, ii. 170. 
thifactetes, story of, ri. 263, ». 

Philomlium, a city of Phrygia Major, J. 376. ii. 313. 
Philosophy, oner of the noblest blessings of God, i. 429* 
Philotes, of Alabanda, assigned his effects toCitfvitts, i. 345, 
Philotimus buys Milo*s estate fit en udder vatole, i. 29t. 
Philoxenus, Caius Avianus, recommended by Cittfro to Acr- 

lius, ii. 180. 
JHter, i. 356, 3«. 
Pindtnessum, a city <rf Cilicia, i, 387. 

Pindencssum ' 
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Pindeiiessm amende!* to Cicetfcs i. 421. 

Pinwkt, Titos, bis son has a considerable demand on ta# 

city of Nicaea, i. 366. 
Ptriet**, a sea-port near Athens, now Pigrida, m f 9. 
Piso, Caius Frugi, married Tullia, daughter of Cicero, i, 

28. n. 
Piso, Lucius Calphtfrnius, hb cnaracter, i, ±%. n„ ft. 102. 
Plancius i. 37. 

*— his generous offices to Cicero, i. 38, *• 
Plancus, Cfieias, Cicero's letters to, ii. 20fy 220. in, 134, 

147* 264, 3 1 1 , 331 , 842, $71. 
— • account of bin*, ii. 306. n. iii. 134. n. 
< — declared himself on the side of the senate, but soon went 

over to Antony, iii, 134. ft. 
< — advised by Cicero to act without waiting for the sanction 

of the senate, iii. 285. 

— purposes to join Lepidus, iii. 296* 

r— his contempt of the amy of Anthony and Ventidtus, iii, 
297, 

— deceived in Lepidus* iii. 300. 

'— his proceedings against Antony* iii* 343. 

— wishes Caesar to join him with his army, iii, 345. 
*-r state of bis forces* »?. 9f% 9 

PUmcut, Lodus, Ckero's letter to, ii. $21. 

— account of him, ii. 221, n. 

Pla*iu*, Marcus, recommended by Cicero to Dolabella, 'A 

459, 
Pliny requested Tacitus to write his life, i. 88, i>. 
Plotian law, i. 354. n. 
Pola t ii. 63. 

PollerUidf a city hi Piedmonts now called Poleazo^iii. 28£, 
Pollex, ii. 153. 
Pollio, ii. if. 
«-*- Asinius, letters to Cicero, iii. 333, 348, 

— lament* the action near Mutina, iii. 333* 

— his friendship for Antony, iii. 334. 

— wishes to have joined Lepidus, iii. 334, 

— says he will neither desert nor survive the republic, iii, 

337. 
•■ — after this declaration, he, within a few months, joined 
Antony, and survived the republic many years, iit. 
337- «. 

— his care of his troops, iii, 353, 
Polypus fish, ii*259, 26%. 
fompcia, i. 178* n. 

Ji ofnpcun} ■ 
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Pompeius, Cneius, killed by Caesar's soldiers, Hi. 85. n. 
Pompeius, Quiritus, recommended by Cicero to Curius, i. 
208. 

— a principal author of the disturbances on the death of. 

Clodius, i. 276. n. 
Pompcius, Sextus, iii. 85. 
Pompey the Great, Cicero's letter to, i. 1. 

— his success against Mithridates, i. 2. n. 

— supposed cause of his coolness to Cicero, i. 3. n. 

— his recal attempted by Metellus Nepos, i. 5. n. 

— good offices by Cicero to him, i. 12* 

— insists that Antonius should be recalled from his govern* 

ment, i. 19. n. , 

— laws in his favour^ i. 56. ji. 

— insulted when he spoke in favour of Milo, i. 72. 

— artifice of, i. g5. n. 
— r theatre, i. 11 6. n. 

— killed 500 lions at his hunting matches, i. 123. n. 

— invested with the government of Spain for five years, but 

chose to continue in Italy, i. 135. 

— set forward on his expedition into Sardinia and Africa, i. 

166. 

— his conversation ^with the brother of Cicero, i. 167. 

— refuses to protect Cicero against Clodius, i. 175. n. 

— foments confusion at Rome, k 243. n. 

t made alterations in the method of chusing judges, i. 265. 
n. 292. n. 

— seldom spoke his real sentiments, yet had not artifice 

enough to conceal them, i. 275. 

— secretly fomented the tumults, i. 282. n. 

— animated with the most patriotic sentiments, i. 290. 

— debate on the payment of his forces, i. 309. 

— married Cornelia, daughter of Scipio, i. 319.n. 

— questioned respecting Caesar, i. 364. 

— looked on by Cicero as the greatest man in the world, i. 

448. 

— Cicero's pretended obligations to him, ii. 12. 
-^- his treachery to Cicero, ii.. 12. n. 

— his party attempts to divest Caesar of his government in 

Gaul, ii. 20. n. 
-T- his character, by Cicero at different periods, ii. 27* n. 

— Opposes Caesar's being elected consul before he gives up 

the command of the army, ii. 35. 
*~ senate and judges declare in his favour, ii. 68. 

— apprehensive of the power of Caesar, ii. 90* 
-*- receives money for the public use, ii. $6. 
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Pampey, money seized for his use, ii. 99- 

— treated Caesar's design of invading Italy with contempt, ii. 

106. n. 

— the policy of his leaving Rome, and removing the war out 

of Italy, ii. 130. n. 

— ill-advised declaration when he left Rome, ii. 146. n. 

— after his defeat at Pharsalia, is deserted by Cicero, ii, 

154, n. 

— defects in his army, ii. 198. 

— - would have overcome Caesar, had his army been com* 
manded by a general who knew how to conquer, ii. 
199, n. 

— runs away after the battle of Pharsalia with a single at- 

tendant, ii. 200, n. 

— would not follow the advice of Cicero, ii. 199- 

— resolves to take shelter in Egypt, but is stabbed by order 

of Ptolemy, ii. 201, n. 

— his body burned with the planks of a fishing-boat, and 

his ashes brought to Rome, ii. 201, n. 
Pompey, the younger , draws together a very considerable army 
in Spain, ii. 434. 

— weakness of his intellects, ii. 458. 
Pomptinus, the villa of Metrillius Philemon, i. 240. 
Pontiffs, their function, iii. 328, n. 

Pontinius distinguished himself in the affair of Catiline, ii, 

3, n. ■ 
Prcecilius, his son, recommended by Cicero to Caesar, ii. 462. 
Prweo, similar to the cryer in a court of justice, ii. 433, n. 
Prcetor, not chosen until two years after having served the 

6ffice of edile, iii. 304, n. 
office, i. 456, n. 

— could not absent themselves for more than ten days, iii, 

131, n. 

— exhibited games in honour of Apollo, iii. 145, n. 
Praetorian cohort, i. 418, n. 

— provinces, why so called, i. 363, n. 
Prawns, in great repute, ii. 445. 
Precius leaves a legacy to Cicero, ii. 7*. 
Prescennius, i. 30. 

Protogenes, i. 121. 

Ptolemy, i. 54, 311, n. 

-«* father of Cleopatra, i. 51, n. 

— money paid to settle him on his throne, i. 51, n. 

— driven out of Egypt, i. 51, n. 

, Ptolemy 
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Ptolemy, prophecy found in the Sibylliit* toobft> a^akh* bit 
being asaated by the Romany i. 50* ft* 

— the part taken by Cicero to replace him in this Wagdom, 

«— debates on restoring, i. 6l. 

, Cicero advicat Lefctolus to place Ptolemy dtt hfo thitone, 

i. 97- 

— his death, i. 311. • 

— orders Pompey to be stabbed, ii. 201,* n. 

PnbHa married to Cicero, and soon alter parted^ ii. 208, nv 
Pubtiu*, bis death* i. 132, n. 
Punning, remarks on, i. 403, n. 
,J>pi**, k407« 
Puteolce, a maritime city in Campania, now Ftizstttoli, ii« 

10, n. 
Putealaws, Chmus, k 34*. 
Pyramus, a river in Cilicia, ii. 23, 
fyrrhns, kmgtof Epitus, a great soldter, ik 15, n, 

Quaestor, was receiver-general of the provincial taxes, i. 20, 

iii. 348. 
Quindecimvirs, presiding magistrates at the gam es* and 

keeper* of the Sibylline oracles, i. 305, n.\ 

Raeilius, Lucius, i. 94. 

Ragaxonius, k 8& n* 

Raphael^ his paintings in the little Farnese retouched by 

Maratti, i. 180, n. 
Registers, public regulated by Noma, i. g£, n. 
Regium, a maritime city in Calabria, iii. £3. 
Rex, Cicero's letter to, ii. 467* 

Rhodes, an island in the Mediterranean, ii. 37, n. 204* n. 
t— ill behaviour of the Rhndians to Lentul*», •». 314, 323. 
Rhodo, i. 471. 

Romans, their manner of setting atians of stale, k 68, Dv 
r— public entertainments, i. 1 16. 
r— magnificence of their roads* k 122, ». 
*— progress to ruin, i. 141, n. 

— civil war not occasioned by the enmity of Caster and 

Pompey, but by their former friend*bip„ i. 18$, ft. 
*— divided into Curiae, whose voces were coarirfeied as tb#~ 

voice of the people,- k 200, av 
*- military functions conferred by the people* k 203* ». 

Romans, 
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Romans, affairs in confusion, occasioned by Porapey and 
Caesar, i. 243, n. 245. 

— elections carried by bribery <anH*mohs, i. 256, a. 
*•— law to <preyewt eonratortam at •elections, i. U6fi, -n. 

— increase of bribery, i. 281, n. ££2'. 

— severe laws against false accusers, i. 358, n. 

— soldiers could not be compelled to -serve more than ten 

year*, I. 869. 

— how divided %y Romutas, i. 474, n. 

— united under Pompey, ii. 28. 

-•*• *wiwi* fir«t«vpplied with water, |i. 3$, n. 

— tendency to a civil war, ii. f 1. 

— immense weak* acquired by the governors tff the pro- 

•viBcee, «i"99>*u 

— convention of senators, ii. 121. 

— reclined on couches «t their meals, ii. 361, n. 

— state of patriotism, iii. 404. 

— divided into thirty-five tribes, U. 421, n. 

— critical state of the republic, ii. 447. 

— governors obliged to visit the principal cities in their pro- 

vinces, iii. 28, n. 

— citizens cast into three general SivftioBS, Iii. 75, *. 
~ centime* explained, iti. 75, n. 

— senators could not be long absent without leave, iii. 84, n. 

— capitation tax, iti. 858. 

JRom, Mr. his sentiments of Pompey, i. $5, n. 

Rufus, Lucius Mescinius, Cicero's letters to, ii.$l; 19S» 

— his character, ii. Qt> n. 

— on the expenees ef Cicero's government in dflicia, «. $1. 

*2,n. • 

Rvfus, Sempronius, convicted of false accusations, i. 353. 
Rufus, Servius Sulpicius, £820, n. 
Rujus, Sextilius, Cicero's letter to, ii. 186. 
Rufii9 % C. Titius, Cicero's ktter to, i. 474, 
Rullm, i. 441, n., 
Rupa, i. 236. 
Rupitiu*, Publius, i. 407. 

Sabata fens, account of, iii. 4 26$. 

Sabinia, a city in Italy, iii. 9$, n. 

Sabinusy ii. 4o7* 

Salamis, a city in Cyprus, i. 346, n. 

Sallustius, Caniaras, Cicero's letter to, ii. $f. 

Samarobriva, a city in Belgic Gaul, i. 223, -229. 

Sqnw 9 aq island on. tta coast of Ionia, i. 375. 

2 Svrdinfa, 
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Sardinia, island, ii. 246, n. iij. 49, n. 

Sardinian laugh, Hi. 55, n. 

Sardis^a. city in Lydia, i. 400. 

Saturninus, his law that the senate should ratify whatever the 

people ordained, i. 181, n. 
— - prosecution against, ii. 66. 
Scavola, Quintus, ii. 205, 267- 

— compiled a body of laws in 18 volumes, i. 267, n. 
Scaptius besieges the senate house in Cyprus, i. 37 9 > n. - 
Scantinian law explained, ii. 63, n. 

Scaurus, M. jEmilius accused of a traitorous correspondence 

with Mithridates, i. 182, n. 
j — his speech before the assembly, i. 182, n. 
Scipio Africanus and Laelius, their friendship, i, 4, n. 

— his death, ii. 267, n, 
Scipio Metellus, i. 318, n. . 
Segulius execrated by Cicero, iii. 339. 
Sejanum, the true reading of, i. 117, n. 
Seius, i. 229. 

SdiciuSy i. 70, ii. 262. 

Selius, i. 404. 

Senate, forms of proceedings, i. 62, 64.. 

— power of nomination of candidates for the magistracies, 1. 

188, h. 

— singular custom of lengthening debates, ii. 01, n. 
Seneca, eulogy on Cato, ii. 268, n. 

SerrantiSj i. 178, n. 

Servilius the father, account of, ii. 2$0, n. 

Servilius Isauricus, i.47» n. 55, 328, n. v 356. 

— Cicero's letters to, ii. 289, 309, 360, 367, 379, 384, 

396. 

— why called Isauricus, ii. 290. 

— his death in extreme old age, iiX 91* n « 
Servilius, Marcus, convicted of extortion, i. 355. . 
Servilius, Strabo, i. 394. 

Servius, his opinion on wills, i. 26l. 

— tried and convicted, i. 306. 
Sestius, ii. 96. 

— Publius, Cicero's letter to, i. '20. 
Sextius, P. i. 35, n. 

— account of, i. 163. 

— Cicero's letter to, i. 248. 

— professed friendship of Cicero for, i.2^8. 
Shakespeare, quoted, i. 152, n. 282, n. . 
Sybils, i. 53, n. 

Sicca, i. 30. 

Sicinius, 
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Sicinius, i. 231, n. 

Sky on y a city of Peloponneses, ii. 419* 
Sida, a sea-port of Pamphyiia, i. 336. 
Silanus returns to Lepidus, iii. 293. 
Silius, Publius, i. 26l. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 366, 370, 383, 393, 408, 475, 
— - governor of Bithyniaand Pontus in Asia. i. 566, n. 
Sittius, i. 296, 310, ii. 36. 

Sophists, besides the arts and sciences, pretended to a know- 
ledge of the meanest crafts, ii. 253, n. 

Sosis, Lucius Manlius, recommended by Cicero to Acilius, 
ii. 164. 

Soul, Cicero's opinion enquired into, ii. 232, n. 

Spain, government of, renewed to Pompey for five years, i. 
383, n. 

— how divided by the Romans, ii. 149. x 
Spectres, or images, ii. 453,. 455. 

Stabioe, a maritime town in Campania, i. 117, n. 
Stage entertainments at Rome, i. 120. 

— the Oscian and Greek farces, i. 121, n. 

Statues purchased for Cicero, not approved of by him, i. 

106. 
Strabo, Lucius Titius, ii. 349. 
Suberinus, Caius, recommended by . Cicero to Dolabella, 

ii. 459. 
Suicide, Cicero's motives against, ii. 216. 
Sulla, his death, ii. 446, 450. 

Superstition ceremonies, credulity in, at Rome, i. 128, n. 
Sulpicius, Ptablius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 398. 

— had a thanksgiving for his successes in Illyricuro, ii. 

398, n. 
Sulpicius, Servius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 119, 136, 283, 
336, 410, 414, 416, 418, 419, 420, 421, 422, 424, 
425, 427, 429, ««• 6, 13, 28. 

— account of him, ii. 11 9, n. 

— aware that the recal of Caesar would draw on a civil war, 

ii* 120, n. 

— his skill in the laws, ii. 287. 

— accepted of the government of Achaia, ii. 337. 

— consolation to Cicero on the death of Tullia. iii, 6. 
Swimming, a polite exercise at Rome, i. 151, n. 
Sybelline, oracles regarded by the senate, i. 52, 62, 72, 

97 > 98. 
fiytla, i. 2, n. 109, n. 134, n. 

Sylla, 
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Sylla, law made by him, I. 203. # 
- — horrid outrages of ak party, ii. 2$6, a. 

— Cicero intends to putcbasje kit bouse, ii. 3£3. 
Syndics, a kind of solicitors o€ tfee taanary, i. £44* 
Syrinada, a city of Phrygia, i. 373. 

St/m, a great commotion there, i. 349. 

— caanet be entered without Harming nuoaat Ameiws, i. 

415. 
~ report of a war £«, t. 465. 
Syrus Publius, accouatof* iti. <J6» a. 

Tarcondimotus, a prince ofCilicia, i. 349* 

Tarentum, softness and luxury of the inhabitants* i« 529, o. 

SHot?***, fimn iatfitiittd by him* i. 354, n. . 

— instituted theLatian festivals, i. 440, n. 
Tarsus, the capital of Cibcit, i. 839> iu 

Terentia, Cicero's letters i©» i. 25, 30, ii. 141, 151, 1$2, 
154, I56i 157, lfoj 165, *6ft, 169, I7«. 177* 179- 

— and Tullia, Cicero's letters to, Ii. 70, 100, *0fi. 

— dragged from the tempi* of Vesta, to the office of Va- 

lerius* L 32. 

— divorced from Cicero, i. 32. 
Tertullcii wife to Crassus, i. 1M, d. 

*^JhMsi^gfm>gv> public, oa want accounts voted, i. 422. 
Themistocles, account of, i. 81, n. 
, Thermus, Cicero's Jotters to, i. 355, 344, 999, 464, 465, 

471. 
Tbmttonica, a city ia Macedonia, i. 34. 
Thraso, i. 397- 

Thyrwm, a city of Peloponnesus, Ii. 79* 
Tigellius, account of him, iii. 48, 49, 54. 
TfeBa&t, his character as an historian, j. 7f« 
ttmoLxm, account o£ i. 84, in. 
Tiro, Cicero's letters $0, ii. 72, 7B* 76, 77, 79, SI* S3, 87, 

105, X15, 116, 117, iii. 1, 27, 31, 34, 36, *6, 90, 

154. 

— a favourite slave of Cicero's, account at" bun, ii. 72, n. 

74, n. 

— Quintus Cicero's letters to, ii. 116, lift, iS. 169, 17*> 

176. 

— Cicero gives him his freedom, ii. 4/66. 
Ttiw, Titas, Ciperos letters A©, i. 290,11. i£S. 
Toranius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 210, 215. 

Torquatusy Aulus, Cicero's letters to, ii. 408, 414, 4*7* 
447. 
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Torqwtus, Aulas, acceunt of him, ii. 403. n. 

— Cicero console* him on his absence from Rome, i. 404. 
t- allowed to return through the intercession of Dolabella, 

ii. 448, n. 
Trabta, the poet, ii, 1<)1. 

Tr&Ues, a city in Asia Minor, i. 300. 
Trebaniusj Cicero's letter to, ii. 304* 

Trebatis, i. 213, n. 
-Trebatius, i. 134, 135, 136. ii. 119. 

— Cicero's letters to, i. 138, 140, 142, 144, 147, 149, 154. 

221, 229, 232, 235, 239, 247, 26l, 266, ii. 310. iii. 
126, 129. 

— Horace addressed one of his satires to him, i. 138, n. 

— advised the Roman satirist to swim across the Tiber, i. 

152, n. 

— looked on by Caesar as a wonderful lawyer, i. 149* 
— « turns Epicurean, i. 229. 

— his arrogance, i. 232. 
Trebonius, Aulus, i. 65. 

— Cicero's letters to, ii. 181, 324. iii. 99, 195. 

— account of him, ii. 181, n. 182, n. iii. 99 9 n. 

— letter to Cicero, iii. 102. 

»-— invites Cicero's son to Asia, iii. 103. 
, Treviri, a warlike people bordering on Germany, i. 233, n. 
» Treviri manitaks, inspectors of the public coin, i. 233, n# 
Tribunes, their rank, i. 137, n. 

Triumph could not be claimed without having destroyed 5000 
of the enemy, i. 312, n. ii. 32. 

— persons demanding, remained without the city until it was * 

either granted or rejected, i. 371, n. 
Triumvirate, Octavius treats with Lepidus and Antony, and 
soon after joins them, iii. 345, n. 

— formed, iii. 384, n. - 

Trojan horse, a tragedy, i. 154, n. 

Trypho recommended by Cicero to Munatius, i. 148. 

Tuccius, Marcus, i. 354. 

Tuilia married to Caius Piso Frugi, i. 28, n. 

— marries Crassippes, i. 104, n. 

— marries Dolabella, ii. 43, 47, 58. 

— arrives at Brundisium, ii. 165. 

— neglected by Dolabella, ii. 165, n. 

— divorce purposed, ii. 169. 

— her death, iii. 4, n. 

Vol. III. F f Tullio, 
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Tullia, conjecture whttfcer sfre had beaft ifaqsMd from Bf» 

laaeUa, tit 4* a. f , n. 
t> SulpiciusU aonsotakm to Cicero •* her dtttfc, iii. 6. 

Vaeerra, his death, i. 148. 

Valeria, Paula, divorced* jwda treaty <rf manriqge with Da- 

cimus Brutus, i. 44$. 
Valerius, Lucius, Cicero's letter to, i. 212. 
Valerius, the lawyer, i. 237". 
Vardeeh * people £Pntjgu<*m to Palmaii* , its* M. n. 
Vamm$ accuse* gcanroa # bribery, i. I jft, n. 
Farro, M. Terentius, Cicero's letters to, ii. 2J5, 814, 236, 

.840. *«, £44, 04* . Ui. 36. 
-rf bii fthawuttr, #j. 213, n. 029. 

— retires with his fleet into harbour, ii. 252. 

— recommended by Cicero to Baitus, ii. 3£6, $87, a* *£*• 
Vatinius, i. 9*»n. 

— why Cicero became his advocate, j. 16©. 

— character of, i. 160, n. iii. 32, n. 50, o. 

— by the artfirf £«pmU*tiw pf bim by Cicero, ha exposed 

the iuiqutiy Qf hi* tfl*«nirte # i. iftk. 

— bribed, i. 164, n. 

— defended by Cicero, J. 1$Q. 
r«#UMi hrttw I# Gtttw, iii. 38, $0. 

— wifib^s to> ba*e a jrahlic Ja*nktgiHin& iii, St. 
Vegetables, luxurious method of 4^Mil^»4« 40. 
Jfr** a 4U? i» Italy, ii. SB A. 

Fi/ia, a sea-port of LucanU, lit. \t6, Q. 

Y«wtWm jpiqs Att^ofly , iii. ftftg. 888. 

Venusia, a town in N?pfos» it 460. 

Vmcttm* i* Ate 4u«hy of [Milw», iii. *93. 

Vestorius, i. 355. 

Viarian law threatened by Curio, i. 441. 

VibuUius, i. 168. 

Vkcntia, 9 fruiritim* city of tfe* YenetiaM, iii- 801. 

Vinicianus, i. 307. 

FiVgtf, supposed toj|ll»4* t« Cjiri* ip «ouW**.Aic ******* 

triam, i. 218, ri. 
Ulubrean frogs, i. 241. 
Ulysses, story of, referred to, i. 21$. 
Vocontii, a people of Nftrtarteofiian GaiU, iii. $48. 
Vdaterrce, a city in Tuscany, teepjnjttejukd to thrprotee- 

t ion of Orca, iii. 41. 
fafetfiw, i. 55, 61, 66. ii. 349* 

Valcatm 



Digitized by 



I 



INDI x; 

VtlcathUy his nobis spirit- ii, 339. 

Volumnia, ii. l63. 

Volummm, Cicero's lexers to, 1. 401. ii. 269. 

— account of him, i. 401, o. 

Volutins, ii. 94. 

Voluptuaries, warm advocates for moral beauty, ii. 457* 

tFit, the loss of the true old Roman lamented, ii. 819* n. 

XenomencSf 11.79, 

ZqUui, Lucius, recommended by Cicero to Apuleius, ii. 247* 
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